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RECOLLECTIONS OF EARLY EVENTS. OF BLOOMINGTON, IOWA, 
NOW MUSCATINE, AND ITS SURROUNDINGS, BEING A 
SHORT HISTORY OF THE BUSINESS MEN, THE 
SCHOOLS, THE CHURCHES, AND: THE 
EARLY POLITICS.OF THE 

. “. PIONEERS. 2: | 


—RY— 


J. P. WALTON, 


Who has been a resident of Iowa for more than sixty years, and President of the Old 
Settlers’ Society for fifteen years. He is the author of the following works: 
Scraps of Muscatine History; History of Trinity Church; Lasonic 


History 1841--1S96; Records of the Walton Faniily, ete. 
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APOLOGY: 


Knowing that many important events are fast passing 
into oblivion, we have been induced to try and preserve a 
few of them for future reference, under the head of ‘‘REcoL- 
LECTIONS,”” that have recently appeared in the Saturpay 
MAIL. In preparing this collection of historical sketches, 
we have used the names and acts of many of the early 
builders of Muscatine and its surroundings whose names or 


deeds have not appeared in any other former history. 


We have tried to make our “RECOLLECTIONS” readable, 
and have aimed to have them correct as they were known 
to have occurred at the time. We hope no offense has been 
given from the failure to say that all of our different charac- 
ters were saints, (which perhaps they may be,) for they were 
not all so considered by those who knew them; nevertheless 

‘ 
they helped to develop the country and should have a place 


among its pioneers. 
7 PP WALTOR, 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail January 16, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 


Fifty years ago Bloomington, 
now Muscatine, had more marked 
characters per capita than any 
city or town in Iowa at this time. 
In the first directory published in 
1856, our city had fifteen places 
where dry goods were sold, Gen. 
J. G. Gordon, not being included, 
made sixteen. At this time we 
have but seven Some of their 
Stocks of goods were quite large. 

J. G. Gordon, whose name we 
have mentioned, came here near 
the year 1845, and brought a gen- 
eral stock of goods, much bet- 
ter than any one else had at the 
time. Heopened in the trame, 
two story building that stands 
adjoining on the west of the 
Street car office on east Second 
Street. The building then stood 
where uow stands the west room 
of Batterson’s store. 

Gordon's stock of goods was 
fine; he was affable, and of 
course he soon secured a good 
trade. The sytem of doing busi- 
ness in those early days, was to 
lay ina stock once a year, so as 
to get it here when the river was 
high—tor everything had to be 
brought here on steamboats. 
When the river was low the large 
boats had to lay up or go some 
where else. Of course, large 
buildings had to be erected for 


storage. Gordon soon found that 
out, and, in 1851, he built the 
largest store in the city, it is the 
one now occupied by G. W. Dil- 
laway, it having been enlarged 
and  beautified since Dillaway 
owned it. Inthe rear across the 
alley he put up a warehouse 
to store goods in,and as the 
goods were sold out it was _ filled 
with grain, mostly wheat. 

At that time there was very 
little money in circulation. The 
farmer handled very little of that, 
all he had to buy with was his 
farm products, which, like the 
merchandise, had to go down the 
river when it was high. Grain 
cut in July never reached a mar- 
ket until the following spring 
or summer. 

While Gordon Gealt in all kinds 
of merchandise when he com- 
menced, he soon came near drop- 
ping ali but dry goods and hard- 
ware. Both articles seeming to 
suit him better than anything 
else. He was verv close and ex- 
acting in all his dealings and he 
expected clerks to be the same. 
His old bookkeeeper, Frank 
Thurston, had things about his 
own way, . 

Gordon had a fair shace of the 
commission business. Business 
was done in this way largely. 
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The wholesale merchants of St. 
Louts ot other places would lay 
in large stocks of goods for this 
county, and knowing that they 
had to reach here during the high 
stage of the river, they would 
load them on boats and send them 
up the river, while freights were 
low, to the merchants to be sold 
on commission. Frequently the 
steamboat officers would take a 
lot of heavy articles, such as 
sugar and coffee, salt and molas- 
ses, and bring them up and leave 


them for sale on commission. 
Advertisements of these goods 


would frequently read this way: 
‘‘Received by steamer Osprey on 
consignment, 50 barrels of salt, 
and must be sold at once.” This 
salt could be, purchased much 
cheaper than salt could be in the 
winter time when the farmers 
wanted it. The best merchants 
were selected for handling the 
salt, and Gordon got his share of 
that kind of. business. 
As before stated, 
had no money. If 
produce for merchandise enough 


the farmer 


he sold his 
for his wants he was fortunate. 
His produce was shipped south 
and more goods bought and sold 
again to the farmer. There wis 
a little trade that brousht money. 
The river trade was tne best. 
All the lumber brought down 
was rafted. It required from 
twelve to twenty men to run a 
raft, and when the raft was land- 
ed they were paid off. Of course 
the money went into the hands of 
those that had the yoods they 


wanted. 
share. 
There was another class of meu 
that traded with him—the wood- 
choppers. All of the great flo- 
tilla of steamboats had to have 
wood for fuel; coal was not in use. 
This made employment fora great 
number of Gordon was 


Gordon got quite a 


men. 


quite popular with them; they 
traded largely with him. They 


never had any money until boats 
run in the spring. He furnished 
supplies for a large number. At 
one time a gen.leman from Pitts- 
Gor- 
don’s, a very refined looking man, 
was in his store, when in came 
Old Stuttering Jim Wumphreys 
(the wood king) who had a great 
many men working for bim. He 
left a big order to be taken down 
to his wood boat at the wharf. 
Gordon and men set about 
getting up bis order, while old 
Jim kept them amused with his 
mixture of stuttering and swear- 
ing that no human being could 
imitate if he wished to. After 
Jim had gone out Gordon turned 
to his Pittsburg friend and said: 
“You see the kind of men we sell 
Jt sur- 
prised the man a little and upon 


burg, an acquaintance ot 


his 


your goods to on credit!” 


examining the book accounts it 
that he received more 
money from him than any other 
customer. 

Gordon continued in the mer- 
cantile business until his death. 
During a few of his later years 
he had his” brother-in-law by 
marriage, O. P. Watters, associ- 
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ated with him. Politically he 
was a democrat and did not go to 
war, but he always contributed 
his share to its support. On one 
occasion a few furloughed soldiers 
of the Mad Creek Rattler kind 
catne home. After stowing away 
a few drinks of whiskey they 
started out to make the democrats 
all loyal. They called on Ed. 
Thayer, editor of the democratic 
paper, and walked him up to the 
justice's office and made him take 
the oath of allegiance. (which he 
was quite willing to do) and I 
think one or two others with the 
They then started 
for Gordon’s, walked into the store 
and informed Gordon what they 
wanted. He stepped tor his hat, 
and in getting the hat he secured 
a big butcher knife and startéd 
for them, ordering them out of 
the store and threatening to dis- 
embowel them if they did not go 
atonce. They went. : 
Gordon attended the Episcopal! 
church, was one of its best sup- 
porters and one of its vestrymen 
for many years. He was a jovial 
good fellow and liked to enjoy 


same Success, 


life as well as almost any one. 
He wasa stockholder ina local 


insurance company and in the 


gas company, and probably a d1- 
rector in both. Whenever they 
had a meeting he and some of the 
others always insisted on having 
asupper. It wasall the dividends 
they received. 


We always had a military law. 
On one occasion there was a va- 
cancy in the office of brigadier 
general. Some of the b’hoys 
started a petition and got the ap- 
pointment for Gordon, who al- 
ways appreciated it. 


In the year 1849 Gurdon built 


a one-story cottage on Front 
street above Cedar. His family. 
was quite large and as it in- 


creased he would add an addition. 
Before he left it he had a four- 
story house all on the ground. 
After covering his lot with all 
the additions it would well stand, 
he bought the large house now 
owned by Mrs. Cora Weed on the 
corner of Cherry and Second 
streets, where he made one of the 
loveliest places in Iowa. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail January 16, 1897; written by 
J P Walton. 


The steamboat landing at 
Bloomington, now Muscatine, in 
early days was not good, especi- 
ally ata low stage of the river. 
In the yearof 1849 a Yankee by 
the name of E. B Kiusen, came 
along aud built a wharf-boat for 
steamboats to land at. I think 
that W B. Fish interested 
with him in the boat, and after 
Kinson went away Fish had the 
whole control of it. The boat 
was about sixteen feet wide and 
seventy feet long, and was roofed 
over. The upper end had a 
room 20 feet long, then an open 
space for a passaye-way from the 
Shore to the the 
lower 30 feet was used for a 
butcher shop and for storage. 
They hae an ice box in this room 
and would frequent!y sell a lumpof 
ice to the bar tender on the steam- 
boats to use in his juleps. The 
boats did not carry ice for general 
use forseveral years after theerec- 
tion of this boat-house. The room 
atthe upper end was used for a 
boat store where bread, milk and 
provisions of all kinds used by 


Was 


steamboats; 


the passengers on the steamboats 
were kept for sale. 

In 1840. or about that time, the 
largest part of the passengers 
traveled on deck. Thev had to 
furnish their meals, hence 
the need of buat stores. The first 
Sign we saw at Pittsburg was 
‘‘buat store,” and at every town 
or village along the the entire 
length of the Ohio river and all 
the way up the Mississippi this 


own 


was the most prominent sigu. 

The boat trade tn thts city was 
not’ confined to the wharf-boat, 
for most of the stores on Front 
street had that siyn stuck up over 
their dyors. 

The old whart-boat was in use 
for several years and was used by 
different [If L am not 
mistaken Henry Funck had it for 
a while. 

Another sign quite prominent 
ou Front street in early days, 
was ‘Forwarding and Commis- 


persons 
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The forwarding business 
rys 

Ihe 
country merchant bought goods 
at Pittsburg, Cincinnatt, or St. 
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Louis, shipped them here on the 
steamboats, and the freight had 


to be paid. The forwarding 
merchant stepped in, paid the 


freight, stored the goods, and 
sent them forward to the country 
merchants the best way he could. 
The system adopted by the rail- 
roads of allowing the freight 
bill to accompany the gvods and 
be paid at the place of destination 
was not in vogue at that time. 

When the new comer got on 
shore he started up Chestnut 
street, the most commonly trav- 
eled one. On his right was a 
boat store and bake shop kept by 
Henry Funck; on the left was 
the first hotel, built in 1836 by 
Robert Kinney. --It had the com- 
mon round hotel sign of the 
times, it was about three feet in 
diameter, mounted on a post out 
in the street, and had the words 
‘‘Ilowa House™ painted on it. 

When John G. Steine purchased 
this hotel he had the sign painted 
yellow with a dark horse painted 
on it, and called it the *‘Pennsyl- 
vania House.” ‘The boys dubbed 
it the ‘Pennsylvania Horse.” 
Later it became known as Steine’s 
hotel. . When Kinney built the 
house in 1836 and 1837 he mount- 
ed a bell on it, that bell is yet in 
use on the Scott House. It isthe 
oldest bell in the city, having 
been in use sixty years, it is’ the 
first bell brought here for use and 
should be kept as a relic. 

The old hotel has been so 
thorcughiv described by the old 
scttlers, we will not say any- 


thing about it. Mr. John G. 
Steine took it in charge in 
1847, and one of his old adver- 
tisements reads thus: ‘‘Steine’s 
Hotel, John G. Steine proprietor, 
Water street, corner of Chestuut. 
This is one of the first hotels in 
city, the present proprietor has 
kept it nine years. Reference to 
his old patrons is all the recom- 
mendation he wants.” Well, 
we should ‘think it was enough, 
for his table was loaded with 
good wholesome food, and the 
word was ‘‘pitch in,” there was 
plenty for all. In the basement 
of the front part was his ‘‘bar 
room” where his old patrons did 
their loafing. The ceiling was 
not more than six and a half feet 
high, and the atmosphere was 
frequently blue with the fumes of 
tobacco, etc. The proprietor was 


a large and heavy set man, he 


came from Pennsylvania and he 
generally wore a low cut vest 
with a shirt that was white in 
the morning, but being an invet- 
erate chewer the shirt acquired a 
buff color before night, he also 
sported in sight a red bandana 
handkerchief. He was a leader 
among the democrats, who had 
the ascenlency at the time, and 
they elected him mayor of the 
city in 1855. Mr. Steiue was a 
kind bearted man, but scarey. In 
the time of the cholera, it was 
said, he hardly slept for fear it 
would break out in his hotel. He 
did a good business, but when 
his wife died the hotel soon went 
down, and it never did any goud 
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afterwards. 

On the west corner of the alley 
and Chestnut street, stood a large 
two story frame building that 
had been used fora saloon and 
restaurant for considerable time. 
I think Dan Ball, John Cobb, 
and Cyrus. Spring kad occupied it. 
When it went into the hands of 
William Spring it was taken 
down ard the present brick build- 
ing now standing at the place was 
erected. Along the west sideof the 
street to the building on the cor- 
ner was a row of small wooden 
buildings, called Shanghie Row. 
Oue of these buildings was oc- 
cupied by Jubn Shafer for a lager 
beer saloon. Shafer was some- 
what excitable and easily teased. 
Some. of the wags ameny his 
patrons would practice all kinds 
of jokes on him, finally it got so 
bad that he could not stand it 
any longer and he punished some 
of them, and they in turn tore 
down his building. I have been 
told that one of the leaders of the 
mob was” afterwards elected 
mayorof the city. 1t was said 
that during the time of this riot 
the mayor, Juhn A. Parvin, went 
out with a lantern in his hand 
and said *‘[his is a bad house 
aud should be torn down, but you 
must desist.” He had only made 
this rematk whan a_ brickbat 
struck his lantern and knocked it 
out of his hard. His Honor re- 
tired. 

1 think this building andoneon 
the southeast corner of Fourth 
and Orauge street, that was torn 


down by the soldiers from Camp 
Strong during the early days of 
the war, were the only ones that 
were ever torn down in our city 
by mobs. 

Jubn Shater with others built 
the present three-scory brick 
buildings on Chestnut street be- 
low Second, and the town was 
the gainer by the riot. 

An effort was made by D.C. 
Cloud, on the part of Shafer, to 
collect damages from the city, 
but they could find no law at that 
time to make the city hable. 

On the west side of Chestnut 
and south side of Second street, 
stvod a small one-story building 
that was occupied at one time by 
John Lemp, who came here with 
a choice stock of goods and 
brought Luke Sells here with 
him. The firm soon became known 
as Lemp & Sells. They moved 
into No. 5, Union block, after it 
They bought grain 
on the 


was built, 

and had a 
southwest corner of lowa Avenue 
and Third street, where they 
stored their yrain until the river 
high in the sprine before 
They kept a good 
stock of boots, shoes, 
crockery aud Their 
stock of dry goods was too fine 
fur the market, and the result 
was a great number of ‘stickers’ 


warehouse 


was 
shipping it. 
carpets, 
lLardware. 


that were sold at almost any rate 
when the winding-up day came. 

When Mr. Sells lef{ and went 
to St Louis to live, Mr. Lemp had 
a very extended trade. If 1 am 


not mistaken he hada branch 
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store at Fort Dedge. He did 
considerable jobbing and at one 
time he was considered* worth 
several hundred thousand dollars. 
The resumption of specie pay- 
ment or the decline of goods from 
war prices proved too much for 
him, and he did not clean up with 
as much as he wanted. Mr. Lemp 
now lives near Chicago. 


The Union block spoken of be- 
fore, is the buildings on the north 
side of Second street east of 
Chestnut street. It was built by 
several owners under the super- 
vision of J. A. Green. When 
built it was considered the most 
desirable property in the city for 
business purposes. 

From 1852 to 1857 was the age 
of building brick blocks in Mus- 


catine. We then built enough 
to do ever since. I conclude so 
from the fact that the name has 
‘gone out.’” The word ‘‘block” 
1S not now in use, every thing of 
any size is called ‘‘buildings.”’ 
Many of the old tablets are yet 
to be seen, for instance Cedar block 
on Second street west of Mulber- 
ry street. In this block the post- 
master, John A. McCormick, 
lucated the post office for some 
four years much to the annoy- 
ance of the down town patrons. 
Protests were made, but the post- 
master claimed it near the center 
of the population, if not ef the 
business. John kept it there till 
his term expired, or someone else 
took his place and moved it down 
town. 
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_ Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail January 30, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 
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Forty years ago we had four 
drug stores in our city, they were 
J. B. Dougherty, Fay & Stone, 
C. O. Waters, and J. E. Graham. 
J. B. Dougherty was the oldest 
druggist in the business, hisdruge 
store (now called the Pioneer 
drug store) was started by W. H. 
Hlolingsworth in the year (1492) 
or possibly in 1842, and sold to 
“Mr. Dougherty shortly atter his 
arrival. He came March 
10, 1842, a young man. He soon 
married and settled down in busi- 
ness. He was quite gregarious 
and he always had a few friends 
that stuck to him through thick 
and thin. In the rear room of 
‘his drue@ store could be found 
some of them at almost any hour, 
such as Gen. J. G. Gordon, Dr. 
George Reeder, KE. Klein and 
others, to the number of six or 
eight. This trait has descended 
to his son the present owner of 
the store, Colonel J. B. Dough- 
erty. The store has been kept 
nearly all the time on the lot it 
now occupies. It never burned 


here 


out, but it was washed out and 
fell down, and was rebuilt. 

Mr. Dougherty was not satisfied 
with looking out for himself 
alone, which he did guite well. 
He was willing to exert himself 
fur other people’s benefit, and J 
think Iam safe in saying that he 
occupied more places of trust and 
importance when Jittle or no pay 
was to be had, than any other 
man in our city. He served on 
the city council, the city school 
board, and the board of county 
supervisors. He was also one of 
the vestrymen of the Episcopal 
church, an officer in the Masonic 
order and the Academy of 
Science, director 


in 
in one of 
the banks, and I donot know how 
many other minor offices he held. 
He was one of the principal man- 


Was 


agers in the gas company, and 
one of the leading spirits in secur- 
ing the railroads to this city. He 
was not so much of a 
some, but he 


worker for the public good. 


dasher as 
constant 
We 
wish his mantle had fallen on his 
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descendants, for it is sad to think 
that the example of such a 
man will be lost in two genera- 
tious. 

Kay & Stone started in the drug 
business shortly after Mr. Dough- 
erty. If Irecollect right, Edward 
EK. and Pliny Fay started tke 
store and when Edward’s heaith 
failed Fred Stone took hts place. 
This firm did a good bustuess and 
both were very honorable men. 
They were New England men 
who had ventured west ‘‘to the 
very front” early, coming here in 
1838 or 1839, and when the Cun- 


gregational church was orgau- 
ized they both joined it. Pliny 


Fay soon acquired the name of 
being the most devout man in the 
town, wnich he was honestly en- 
titled to. Fred H. Stone was an 
educated man, having graduated 
from Dartmouth college in 1835, 
and not wishing to follow a pro- 
fession he came west, bought a 
stock of goods and ope:ed a store 
in company with H. Q. Jenison 
near where the oat meal mill now 
stands. Fred Stone claimed to 
have bought the first raft of lum- 
ber ever sold in this market. It 
was hard lumber which had been 
sawed at Maquoketa. He filled 
the office of county recorder and 
was survcyor for one or more 
terms, 

Mr. Fay's health failed’ and he 
retired from the business and 
went to California. / 

Dr. C.O, Waters opened a drug 
Store somewhere near the middle 
of the block on the north side of 


Second street, east of Iowa Ave- 
nue, but I think it was moved to 
the corner of the avenue, though, 
perhaps, not until after the store 
had changed hands. possibly to 
Wm. De Hues. 

Dr. C. O. Waters was associated 
with Dr. George Reeder in the 
practice of medicine for a long 
time. After giving up the drug 
business Dr Waters went to Cni- 
cago and went to preaching, be- 
coming Rev. C. O. Waters. He 
was on the editorial staff of a 
Presbyterian paper. 

J. EK. Graham opened a drug 
store and his brother Dr. I. L. 
Graham soon became assuciated 
with him in the business. Some 
yearsagoJ. E. Graham withdrew, 
later the doctor died, leaving the 
business in the hands of his son 
who ts running it 1n the same lo- 
cality it started in more than 
forty years ago. 

There is one thing a little re- 
markable that forty years ago we 
hid four drug stores, while now we 
have one-half of them = run- 
ning under the same name in 
the same locality and by 
the families, one of the 
houses having run for fifty-five 
years. 

Away back in the forties a tall 
slim Vermonter, made his ap- 
pearance here and opened a store 
under the name of Green & En- 
deis. The firm soon changed to 
Green & Stone—Jos. A. Green 
and George C. Stone. They kept 
a general store, sold 
bought grain and pork. 
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soon found out that buying wheat 
and packing pork were different 
lines of business, and they turned 
their attention to the pork pack- 
ing especially. In the winter 
time they cut and packed pork in 
‘the brick warehouse on the corner 
of Front and Pine streets. Under 
the management of J. Green they 
did very well, and the year follow- 
ing the opening of the packing 
house, they builtaslaughter house 
onthe bank of the slough, about 
200 feet west of where the Her- 
shey mill now stands. This wes 
the first slaughtering house 
erected for killing hogs in the 
town, as allthe pork packed pre- 
vious to that time was killed by 
the farmers aud hauledto thecity. 
After the slaughter house was 
built, for some years tne tat hogs 
were driven in, and it was no un- 
common thing to see droves of 
200 to 300 hogs go through the 
streets every day for a month or 
so during the late fall and early 
winter. Some of these droves of 
hogs were driven thirty to forty 
miles,at an average of four orfive 
miles a day, but after railroads 
were built they were shipped on 
cars and hauled in wagons, as at 
present, to the slaughter houses. 
The hogs were killed and the 
grease steamed out at the slaugh- 
ter house. the dressed hogs were 


hauled up town for packing. 
This old slaughter house was 


owned by Green & Stone until 


it was sold to S. O. Butler. 
Before selling the pork busi- 


ness they closed out their store 


and went into the banking busi- 
ness, Mr. Green doing the out- 


side work and Mr. Stone attend- -- 


ing tothe bank. The bank was 
opened in a small oue-story wood- 
en building where F. W. Swan's’ 
store now stands. It was the 
first banking house in the city and 
was started about the year 
1Ssh) = ie erecotiee? thé \ first 
business I did with them, I was 
building a house for KF, M. Cum- 
mins in the country, when Sat- 
urday night came he gave mea 
check on the bank. I went in 
and cashed it, it was a new way 
of doing business. Their room 
was not over fifteen feet square 
aud they had a very common safe 
with a key lock on it, to keep 
their cash in—combination locks 
were not then in use. They soon 


afterwards erected the brick 
building now occupied by Mc- 


Bride & Cope, on the south side of 
Second street, hetween Towa ave- 
nue and Chestnut streets. For 
this new building Green & 
Stone went to St. Louts 
and bought a large fire 
and burglar proof vault. This 
vault is now used by the Cook- 
Musser State Bank and Trust Co. 

After giving up packing Mr. 
Green engaged in the real estate 
business and bought and 
land. This was at the period 
that the railroad was being built, 
and there was large emigration 


sold 


and everything booming. He 
dealt largely in real estate 
and prospered, he was one 
of the principal men who 
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Jaid out Wilton and Ononwa 
(now Letts) and he erected the 
first frame building in the town of 
Letts. In the autumn of 1856 and 
winter of 1857 he owned several 
farms nearthere. He built sev- 
eral business blocks in Muscatine 
and kept a stock of trotting 
horses, and was a prominent man 
in the city. Whenthe panic ot 
1857 came, iit found him with obli- 
gations considerably extended, 
and his business about closed up, 
so far as large operations were 
concerned 


At the breaking out of the war 
Mr. Green went into the army as 


quartermaster and served some 
three or more years. After re- 
turning he engaged in raising 
horses, he became the owner of 
the famous horse known = as 
Green’s Bashaw. The _ horse 
was sold after Mr. Green’s death 
to a gentleman living in Jllinois. 
Mr. Green was a member of 
the Episcopal church and during 
his membership he stood at the 
head of the list on coutributions. 
He was a blunt, outspoken man, 
but if an offence was given with- 
out a cause, which was frequently 
the case, he was willing to make 
any kind of reperation needed. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 6, 1897; written by 
" J P. Walton. 


: 


At one time our currency was 
largely county orders; they were 
valued from 40 to 60 cents on the 
dollar. 
on the treasurer of the county 
was for $27 on Oct 5, 1837, to T. 
M. Isett for surveying a county 
road, to Mr. Isett was a young 
man when he came here and fol- 
lowed surveying, teaming and 
doing almost anything. He had 
some money and good health, 
both of which most of the old 
settlers were deficient in. He 
entered some very choice lots of 
land, and got hold of some of 
the chotce town lots and had 
money to loan where the security 
was good and the interest 2 per 
cent a month. How Mr. Isett be- 
came colonel [ cannot tell; I never 
heard of his doing military duty. 
He was the most successful bust- 
ness man we had in our early 
days. In those days county or- 
ders were worth 40 or 50 cents or 
thedollar. Isett operated in them 
considerably. They were used 
to pay county taxes and it was 
uo uncommon thirg for the coun- 
ty to be sued. 


No. 4. 


The first order ever drawn 


The court heuse was sold on 
one occasion for debt. ‘The com. 
missioners let the time of redemp- 
tion run out, and the only way 
they could clear up the title was 
to get Isett to redeem if as a 
judgment creditcr. A law was 
soon passed exempting county 
property from execution. 

When the city commenced to 
pave their streets 1t wasa ques- 
tion about their right to collect 
the cost from the property, by 
common consent T. M. Isett 
made a contest in the courts, and 
took it tothe supremecourt. The 
city gained the sutt and uo con- 
test has been made since then. 

Along in the fifties he associ- 
ated with him a young man by 
the name of William C. Brewster, 
in the banking business. They 
occupied the room, 114 Lowa ave- 
where J. H. Munroe now 
At the time they 
opened business was brisk; money 
brought big interest. 
1'3 per cent a month for a great 
many dullars. At the breaking 
out of the they unloaded 
their paper mouey and got all 


nue, 
does business. 
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their funds into gold, which went 
up to $2.50 premium, They felt 
as though Muscatine was 100 
small a place for them. Isett 
went to Wall street, New York, 
and commenced business in the 
name of Isett, Kerr & Co. Isett, 
Kerr & Co. soon tailed. Isett 
went to Canada aud stayed until 
the limitation act let him out of 
Wall street debts. He had con- 
siderable property around this 
city that seemed to be overlouked 
by his creditors; perhaps it was 
in some one else’s hands, for as 
soon as the time of limitation ex- 
pired he returned and sold it. As 
a man of integrity Mr. Isett 
stood No. 1, none better; he never 
forgot a contract, even if he 
should lose by it. Those who 
had dealings with him sympa- 
thized with him in hts losses. 

We usually had three banks. 
J. W. Dalton & Co. run a private 
banking house. When business 
settled down after the panic of 
1857, the Muscatine branch of 
the State Bank of Iowa was 
started on the southeast corner of 
Second street and Iowa avenue, 
with A. O. Patterson, president; 
J. W. Dalion, cashier; A. O. Pat- 
terson, Chester Weed, J. B. 
Dougherty, S. D. Viele, W. F. 
Brannan, C. Healey, J. W. Lucas 
and A. Farnsworth, directors. 
The bank bought and sold lana 
Warrauts. On one occasion the 
accountant found a shortage aud 
soon another. The directors met 


and the shortage was investi- 
gated. It was soon found that 


the president and cashier had 
bought a great number of soldier 
warrants and had located them 
in different parts of the state and 
had them deeded to the president, 
using too much of the bank's 
money. Some one had to step in 
and take the laud, or the bank 
would have to suspend, a thing 
that no one wanted. One or two 
of the directors undertook to re- 
liéve the bank, but it finally 
settled down on Chester Weed to 
furnish the money and take lan 
Mr. Weed was very reluctant to 
undertake it, but by having good 
eastern credit he pulled through 
and the land soon began to ad- 
vance in value, and Weed made 
considerable money out of the 
forced deal. Before the bank got 
vut of the difficulty they had a 
law suit with Jacob Butler and 
beat him; then Butler applied for 
Stock and on the 30th of Decem- 
ber, 1864, a National Bank was 
organized, with J. B. Dougherty, 
presideni; Chester Weed, vice 
president; J. Richardson, cashier; 
Jacob Butler, J. G. Gordun and 
S. D. Viele, directors, with a cap- 
ital of $100,000. They had two 
others associated with them—T. 
B. Dobbs and Gilman, Son & Co, 
of New York, as stockholders. 
On one occasion the bank had 
a draft ratsed from $14.00 to $3,700 
forger,. Me... Piper. 

got the money and left; a rewars 
was offered for his arrest; 
man was secured somewhere east, 
perhaps in Indiana, and was 
brought back and kept in jail for 
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some time. All at once the man 
was gone, said to have broke jail: 
he was not followed; it soon 
turned out that he was never ar- 
rested by any legal warrant; he 
had returned without a requist- 
tion. The outsiders concluded 
he must have fixed it up with the 
bank in some When the 
bank surrendered the National 
organizition, 1t was succeeded by 
G. A Garrettson & Co. and later 
by the Hershev State Bank. 

The year following the organi- 
zation of the first National Bank 
an application was made tor an- 
other National Bink. Batlr 
of the first National Bank, 
fought it, and he being a man of 
considerable politica! influence he 
succeeded in getting it defeated. 
Not being disposed to give it up, 
the defeated parties started out 
and canvassed and got up a pop- 
ular bank. They got a great 
many of the business men to take 
stock, if only a small amount, 
and commenced business on No- 
vember 1, 1865, under the name 
of the Merchants’ Exchange Na- 
tional Bank, with but $50,000 
capital, no dividends being made 
until a surplus of $50,000 had 
been acquired. In the meantime 
many of the small stockholders 
had. sold or were squeezed out. 
The first officers were: S. G. 
Stein, president; H. W. Moore, 
vice president; Peter Jackson, 


way. 


cashier; S. B. Cook, teller; A. G. 
Butler, book keeper. 

When the first National Bank 
closed up their business, or trans- 
ferred it to G. A. Garrettson & 
Co., the Merchants’ Exchange 
Bank changed its name to the 
First National Bank. Previous 
to changing their name they or- 
ganized the Muscatine Savings 
Bank, with about the same offi- 
cers. 

In 1870 a private banking house 
was organized, cunsisting of 
Jacob and Charles Silverman, 
Henry Funck and S. B. Cook, 
under the name of Silverman, 
Cook & Co. Later, the Silver- 
mans having sold out to P. M. 
Musser, the name was changed 
to Cook, Musser & Co. They 
have recently organized uuder the 
state law as a State Bank, and 
occupy their old quarters, south- 
west corner of Second street and 
Iowa avenue, under the name of 
Cook-Musser State Bank 
Trust Company. 


and 


A CORRECTION. 

A note from Mr. P Jackson in- 
forms me that ‘the first officers 
of the Merchants’ Exchange 
bank were P. Jackson, president; 
S. G. Stein, vice-president; W. 


C. Brewster, cashier, and the 
bank paid a dividend right 
along.” J. P. W. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 13, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 


BY J. P. WALTON. 


No. 5. 


The recent dedication of the 
Rescue Huse company’s quarters 
calls to mind the fire department 
of thirty years ago, which con- 
sisted of the Bucket Brigade and 
comprised everybody wuo went 
to the fire. It was usual when 
the alarm was given for every one 
to secure a bucket and start to 
the fire; when there two lines 
were formed from the water to 
the fire, the men on one side to 
piss the buckets filled with water 
fromm one to another to the fire, 
the other line was composed of 
women who passed the empty 
buckets back to be filled again, 
and so one bucket after another 
was passed, aud in that way 
more buckets could be kept going 
than there were persons standing 
in the lJine.- Frequently some 
Strong-minded women would in- 
sist on standing in the line with 
the men. In this their 
rights were granted to them. 


case 


After the fire was over, every 
o1e who had taken a bucket with 
them, got a good one to take 
home. There were generaily 
plenty for it was customary for 
the merchants that kept buckets 
for sale, to count them and set 
them out on the street to be taken 
to the fire. If needed they were 
taken. A bill was made out 
against the city for the buckets 
and it was paid at the next coun- 
cil meeting. 2 

The breakage of buckets was 
often considerable 1f the water 
had to be passed on the roof of 
the burning house, which 
generally the case, and after the 
bucket was emptied it was thrown 
to the ground, and frequently no 
one was there to catch them. A 
few rounds of that kind would de- 
molish an old bucket leaving its 


was 


place to be supplied by a new one. 
At one time the city council 
started the scheme of having each 


—— S- 


Gh hi’, he les A # ised Cour . 
rs. Bs Mae 8 as ie o i ait 
| Pa Shiels alba Fame dts ant te.* Bae al par id 
/ + eee F yD ree + hee OT ee 


oh wed on need wih saonverig Alaa Hy won 


jy’ coe ah Bete 

“sila bi call wet at} ti i zeal io ail lo maar 
oad O) eeatie : we rep . -s yk p. i 4 i Sid na } le Ts 
ed asahive on et 1 et tel, Fuabiceas sneak ont iti ate | sa 
aolewat {| ea ee pean 


bi! i a: ule af yew 


“4 sehplpleemenamantatatnonet \ohOe] gas . Be 

. f 74d We 

MOTIAW 4 1 v8 Vick goo. ee 

. . . yee “Wis oe + 4 % ; . 7 4 ; Jy a 

2 is ite hd ed "yo 72 
fj re b. th “m “1 \ i is Pater a t aes wi 

‘ ’ i é 

tie" 194 26 a2 od WIA” «od? lo Holinnihel finsong! oat aa 
dtiw isasiid « nodas bed otfw sto eiotiaup 2’ ¢magmos 20H ve i 


a wont aad by 


sis) ob.900 beeg 8 tig smodt teomiisqob of ods Sait of elias ager: 
uUlsioesy stew siedT “omit -n0d doidw joys eres wiids io 


rot yrsitolens enw dt wr vinelq bow obegivl texoutl sel i, writ 
gisdond tqok ted) ethadsisin 62 soow orlw thod'i19%9 bse pdb 
tor bas cid) toues of lee wi nodw Tsuen eew' 31 Si ias &s of — 


nods} 9d 0) tuyere stl? wo Sto MeHt ONO VIHv9 Tol Hovigesw mists oni 
iow yortt bobosm IT rfl ois of ‘Of trode bas toifond s 6iusse oF 
tuo obam eew Wid A idodeb eonil ow? ord? ‘nodw ot gd irl 
éiedoud st yo) qin sfYdenisgh Of msew od} wont ber Paget Ha) 
“aos Txou Odd Is bing esw ti bis oF sbi# 6n0 ho ms 
‘ghitoom lig Islew dtiw bolt ¢ 
paw etodoud Io aged aT we od} of ahha } ond mort 
thew oft de std stbiends rato iw boage mo ade Wtddio sag") te. 
Yo Toc? aiff po beeenq od of Det yiqmo gis “tee re tte | 
esw doidw jeavod  ywintiygd sift! i aeectidtn 
‘Sad yore, bus seer on? Uissney Tetons Yorn 8 
evordienw ti beiqmseem toloud yaw dert oF 
an vinsupes) Link tnuerg 98h 09 goicr 
A.) anads ono Gy Svarty enw ot0 
-oh binow bait todd Yo ebauuy wal at 
ti yoiveol Hepes * 


> , ” 2 * 7 
paainy it nil awit 3 we 
‘aa festa i ad ha i yoibn MEE eek 


yr grr rs a+ 


ners. ni we ina ‘ fe a * % » ay : 


pili, V, Sit 


house in the city supplied with 


rubber buckets, aud actually 
bought a dozenor so. They soon 
disappeared, no one could tell 


what became of them. ‘The city 
also had a lot of fire ladders 
made, they were huge, all oak 
and very large. [f don't recollect 
where they stored them; perhaps 
in the rear of Stein’s © hall. 
These ladders soon stored 
with the brick layers and other 
mechanics about the town. The 
city had a big hook made witha 
chain attached to itand a socket 
to put in a pole tostick it into 
a house on fireand tear it down. 
Te get that big hook with a rope 
attached to the chain, hocked on 
to the post of a house and a hun- 
dred men surging ou the rope the 
postalwayscameout. A balloon 
frame with no large post wasthe 
most difficult house to tear down 
in a hurry. When a house got 
well on fire we did not expect to 
putit out; if it was where we 
could keep the fire from spread- 
ing we let it burn down, 1f not 
we tore it or the adjvining one 
down to stop the spread of the 
fire. 


were 


We had for water supply the 
Mississippi river on the front, 
Seiler’s pond in the center, with 
Pappoose creek running through 
the middle. Ita fire occurred on 
the hill the large cisterns which 
were abundant furnished the sup- 
ply of water. 


There is one epoch in the city’s 
fire history that should not be 


forgotten. Along somewhere 
about 1875 the Babcock fire ex- 


tinguishers were advertised all 
over the country. They- were 
made of all sizes from 39 pounds 
up to two tons; while the 30 
pound one were strapped ona 
man’s back, the two ton ones 
were drawn by two fiery horses 
that made a beautiful picture. 
Soou along came an agent to 
sella large one to the city. ‘‘He 
sold the city” one “of the large 
ones. A fire company had been 
formed, the old Champions, on 
January 7, 1875, who took the ex- 
tinguisber in charge. A trial 
was had down on the river bank, 
a house was built and filled with 
material, the ‘‘Soda 
brought to a 
proper position; thousands of 
spectators out to witness 
the trial; the fire lighted, 
and at a proper time the soda 
fountain wasturnedon; the fire 
burned on; the soda fountain 
soon run out of soda and had to 
be recoarged, while the fire kept 


inflamable 
Fountain’? was 
were 


Was 


getting in its work and eventual- 
ly devoured the house. ‘The fire 
department gave as an excuse for 
their failure that oue of their 
principal men, Theodore 
heim, sr , whose business it was 
the hose to the soda 
fountain, had mistake 
and tried to attach of 
the hubs of the wagon on which 


Gros- 


te attach 
made’ a 
it to ove 


the fountain was mounted. 

This trial occurred on Satur- 
day afternoon, and on the follaw- 
ing Sunday night a fire was dis- 
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covered in one of the store rooms 
on Second street opposite Armory 
hali. The fire laddies went and 
got the extinguisher and put out 
the fire, and they undoubtedly 
saved the building. When the 
‘council met to decline to take the 
extinguisher, the owner = said 
**No, you tovk the machine with- 
out my consent and used it, and 
you must keep it and pay for it.” 
The city kept itrather than have 
“auy trouble over it. The agent 
did not neglect to hang upan 
extinguisper in hall of some of 
the influential men of our city. 
The Babcock Extinguisher was 
good for inside fires but fer one 
un the cutside it was a failure. 
Thecity had to have a place to 
keep it where it would not freeze, 
su they built a wooden building 
onthe lot on the Avenue, about 
opposite the Methodist church, 
and made it double, filling in the 


walls with sawdust like an ice 
house, Previous to building this 


house the machine was kept fora 
while in Coanell’s barn opposite 
the Episcopal church. 

I think this. was the worst fail- 
ure offered the city, it kept the 
Bucket Brigade from doing its 
work and did not take its place. 
The *‘soda fountain” cost the city 
somewhere near $3,000. It was 
sold to the city of Atlantic, Lowa, 
for $1,000.. The *boy's”. took it 
out and made a very successful 
trial. 

After the works were 
putin and the present companies 
Muscatine’s fire department 


water 


u { 


were organized, fires were quite 
scarce for a while and the boys 
became somewhat impatient to 
show their strength. On one oc- 
casion an alarm was given, one 
of our mills was on fire. and the 
men at the mill put it out. I 
went to the Champion hose house 
to find out about the fire just as 
they were returning, one of the 
boys remarked that they would 
not give the firemen any chance. 
It was not very long afterwards 
before Cadle & Mulford’s mill at 
the mouth of Pappoose creek 
took fire; then the boys got more 
than they could handle, which 
they hated toown up to. They 
have since found, as is the case 
in all other cities, that fires fre- 
quently occur that are too 
much for the city fire depart- 
ments, This city has been very 
fortunate in not having many 
such hres as the lumber yard and 
mill of the Muscatine Lumber 
Co. 

The first fire company dates its 
organization on January 7, 1875. 
They were organized in the 
Mayor’s office, which at that time 
was in the second story of a 
building on the south side of 
Second street, between Chestuut 
street and Iowa avenue. Gus. 
Schmidt was the first president. 
The temporary building built on 
Jowa avenue served asa place for 
their hose cart until the new 
rooms were fitted up in the city 
hall. ; 

The room for the Champion 
Ifose Co’s. cart and a room for 
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the Relief Hook and Ladder Co's. 
truck were put in the city hall in 
1876, and the houses for the Res- 
cues and Excelsiors were built 
Shurtly afterwards. The Excel- 
Siors in their earlier days occupied 
the temporary house that was 
erected for the Champions on the 
avenue after it was muved to 
Reservior square. 


Previous to the purchase of the 
present city hall from the Metho- 
dist society, the mayor’s office as 
it was called was the city head- 
quarters, which was changed 
‘ about to suit the convenience ot 
the mayor, who acted as a police 
judge and justice of the peace in 
many cases. For some years be- 
fore occupying the present quar- 
ters one of the front rooms of the 
second story of Stein’s Music hall 
was used for a police headquar- 
ters. They had a calaboose 


about ten feet square on the alley 
ithe rear of thehall. ‘In the 
moderate or warm weather the 
‘‘plain drunks” were put in there 
to sober off. This calaboose was 
without any furniture than per- 
haps achair to sit on. The oc- 
cupants would frequently wake up 
early in the morning suffering 
fora drink of water. A lady of 
my acquaintance who lived near 
the calaboose, says she has gotten 
up many and many a time and 
carried water to quench their 
thirst. The county jail was used 
when the weather was too cold 


for this calaboose to be used, 
then the suffering was not so 
severe. 


The city hall was purchased 
and fitted up, I think, in 1876, 
but the ‘cooler’ as they call the 
drunkard’s waiting room, was 
not added at that time. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


‘Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 20, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 6G. 


While the term ‘‘business” is 
usuallv applied to the men who 
buy and sell for an occupation, 
we are not disposed to be confined 
to so narrow a bound. We con- 
sider any honorable meaus of 
earning a livelihood ‘*business;” 
so the mechanic can look for a 
share of notice. Mechanics’ 
unions are no new thing in the 
world. We have in our pusses- 
siom the bill of prices of the first 
Carpenters’ Union ever organized 
in this city, aud I think the first 
in the state. Here is a copy of 
the preface and agreement: 

PREFACE. 

The importance of having at command 
a bill of prices, in which the various 
descriptions of Carpenter's work are 
fully described, and a relative standard 
of charges given, bas long been felt by 
both employers and contractors.--This 
volume, compiled and revised to fully 
meet the deinands of this region, it is be- 
lieved, will supply what is so much 
needed, 

It is not expected that these prices 
will be adhered to--they are given only 
asa standard, and to show the relative 
value of one kind of work to another. 
The contractor may fix his own rate of 
charges, by the bill—for instance, he 


may take contracts at 50, 6o, or 75 per 
cent on the bill, or the locality. Dis- 
puted bills may, also, be adjusted by 
making them conform to the bill, at the 
rate per cent usual for the season and 
locality. 
AGREEMENT. 
MUSCATINE, Oct. 31st. 1851. 

At a meeting of the Carpenters and 
Joiners of the City of Muscatine and 
vicinity, lowa, held on the above date, it 
was unanimously agreed to adopt the 
following Bill of Prices, as a standard of 
charges for work in this City and vicin- 
ity. (Signed.) 
A. F. Hoffmeyer, E. W. Hayman, 

DB. 2. Low, Sok. Burs, 

>) So ELal, T. A. Aeueys, 
LD. H Lower, W. Gordon, 
25, Lakin, S. Hale, 

J. P. Walton, Re Gadle; 

J. T. B. Martin, }.. Heller; 

G. W Martin, J. Kingsbury, 
G. L). Magoon, J. J. Hoopes, 
J.C. Irwin, LOC rine, 

bh. by Mone, P. Stine, 

Tat Scotield, C. A. Buscherf 
M. Goddard, RK. H. Hoopes, 
W. Davidson. 

This organization had itsorigin 
way back in England in “The 
Worshipful Company of Carpen- 
ters of London,” founded in 1477; 
whoestablisheda ‘*Bookof Prices” 
which is retained to the present 
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day. In 1724 the Carpenters’ 
Company of the City and County 
of Philadelphia was organized; a 
‘Bill of Prices” was established 
which was said to be equal to the 
London ‘Bill of Prices.” Car- 
penters’ Hall was erected bv this 
company in 1770. 

At the return of prosperity 
after the Revolutionary war the 
carpenters of Philadelphia came 
west, stopping at Cincinnatt, 
there re-adopting the bill 
Prices. Later when the Huopes’, 
Irwins ana others who had worked 
under it at Cincinnati came to 
Muscatine, they got it adopted. 
It was never much in use here, 
from the fact it was adopted 
about the beginning of the Ger- 
manimmigration, who never took 
kindly to it Port my)-part,.4 
found it quite valuable in estimat- 
ing the cost of carpenter work. 

GS Om 

In the year 1872 the 
Granger movement crystallized in 
an agricultural implement manu- 
factory in the city of Muscatine. 
‘They were incorporated with what 
appeared to be sufficient capital 
‘to do business in good shape. 
Hon. S. McNutt the first 
president; a man by the name of 
Price was the first superintendent 
with a board of managers consist- 
ing of S. McNutt, Isaiah Davis, 
John Idle, R. C. Jewett, Lindley 
Hoopes, and perhaps some others. 
They secured the and 
built their building on Mulberry 
street east of the court square. 
It was a part of the building now 


of 


great 


was 


eround 


occupied by the Barry Manufac- 
turing Company. There was but 
one mau among them that knew 
anything about the business; be 
was the blacksmith. Their fore- 
man was a common carpenter 
who could talk his share but did 
not know what the business re- 
quired. They went ahead and 
put in several thousand dollars in 
putting in machinery for manu- 
facturing everything but what 
they wanted, even to a gun-stock 
of au ox yoke, and laid in a 
stock of material. I think the 
Grauger stockholders must have 
paid up pretty well, for their 
credit was good They got all 
ready for starting; it was done 
with a celebration held in the 
Fair Grounds on October 9, 1872. 
Hon. S. McNutt was the presid- 
ing officer and made the main 
speech; some 3,000 people were 
present. ‘The understanding was 
that this was a farmers’ manu- 
factory and the farmers would 
confine their patronage to this 
factory, which, 1f they did, it 
would prove a success and would 
produce much cheaper 
than the ordinary dealers would 
sell them. 

work, mostly 
which 


articles 


commenced 
plows. and 
with their ma- 
chinery. they made quite rapidly. 
Anagent was put on the road to 
sell; he also bad no experience; 
his business was tosell, which he 
did, Now in all communities 
there isaclassof men who always 
buy of tne new men, that are not 
always desirable by the old ones, 
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especially if they sell on credit. 
The agent found these fellows 
and the result was hesold a great 
amouut of stuff for which he 
took notes that he could not sell 
or collect money on. ‘There was 
doubt about the material used in 
many of the wagons beiuy prop- 
erly seasoned; hence many of the 
farmers bought elsewhere, 
although from loyalty they ad- 
vised their neigubors to buy at 
the factory. 

Svon the manufactory began to 
get hard up. More money 
had to be raised, and a _ propost- 
tion was made to mortgage the 
plant, which was objected to, and 
several of the officers withdrew, 
the president was one of them. 

Finally three or four of the 
prominent ones stepped up and 
endorsed theirobligations individ- 


ually. ‘This put the concern on 
its feet again, and it struggled 


along for three or four years, but 
finally closed up. 

Theonly man that made any 
thing out of it was the black- 
smith, he had done his work by 
the piece and kept his pay well 
collected up. He built a shop of 
his own presumably out of the 
profits made in the factory. 

When the affairs of the concern 
were closed up it wis found that 
not on.y the stock had all been 
used up but the organization was 
many thousand of dollars in debt. 
Mest of this debt was paid by 
the endorsers, Isaiah Davis, Johu 
Idle and R. C. Jewitt. The latter 
paid the greater part of it, and it 
is said that the grangers elected 
him sheriff a time or two as pay. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 27, 1897; written by 
J P Walton. 


Net. 


Iu October, 1839, Joseph Bridg- 
mau opened a store on Front 
street in the name of Bridgman 
& Patridge. Joseph Bridgman 
was here representing his brother 
who lived in Burlington. 

Mr. Bridgman says he handled 
a small raft of pine lumber in 
the summer of 1840; it being the 
first ever brought here for sale 
from the northern pineries. In 
the winter of 1839 and 1840 he 
bought and packed pork, having 
secured the services of Charles 
Fish as. packer. This pork he 
kept until the following summer 
and sold it toa merchant in Iowa 
City. In 1841 or 1842 Mr. Bridg- 
man and the store moved to Bur- 
lington. It the store was nota 
success Mr. Bridgman was, for 
he succeéded in marrying Miss 
EK. A. Weed on the 4th of June, 
1840. They celebrated their 
golden wedding fifty years there- 
after in 1890. 

In October, 1839 (two years af- 
ter {he arrival of Mr. Bridgman 
in Bloomington, now Muscatine) 
Dr. Benjamin Weed came with 
his family consisting of his wife, 


a son, Dr. James Weed, and a 
daughter, Miss EK A. Weed. 
The doctor secured a_ log- 
cabin that stood not far from 
where Mr. Bridgman now lives, on 
the south side of Second street 
between Chestnut and Pine, and 
commenced practicing medicine. 
Dr. James Weed, his son, com- 
meuced the practice of dentistry 
which he followed for three or 
four years. He then purchased 
the Barkaluw farm where he now 
lives. The old log cabin stand- 
ing on the south end was the old 
claim cabin built by Mr. Barka- 
low not 1836.) Dr. 
James Weed soon conmmenced im- 
proving the farm, he started a 
nursrey and propagated = fruit 
trees. He calledit the Horticultur- 
al and Pomployical ot 
Muscatine. He probably raised 
the first fruit trees in Iowa north 
ef Burlington, where Comstock 
& Avery were in the business. 

In the spring of 1841, the 
younger son of Dr. Benjamin 
Weed, Chester Weed, came here 


later than 


Garden 


from Connecticut, when but 21 
years of age. He had been a 


ibe ioe sesso ea 


Fiat hs 


rm A i 7 Wd 8 at vb, 


; at ote MOK: wlke 


» hie neebat nee ; sear 


eee hats 


"tal w wa eid ait al aoe Yo | Halle ln 


oi 


cee bi 


AP ARR fp ie ‘ ai ah 


ws 


y 


Was ie aL tis : 

xd anatin Bo Xe ea inal ee de paileeot vit “a be oa i 

Fe Raho #8 ee is. sal pee 

_ <a : * hi phe eh) ieee ete 

ee ere i e tart % An 

| oh OMG eT ee - 
7 adc on 

& bre ,booW egomal al .,toe s ~ybinl dqaeot, erat ‘co's rea 
sbosW iA 0] -eeild .snidyusb snovd, 96 siole @ banaqo ny 
-yol (se bequsce, Aetoeh. ofT oenrybintl Ww omer odd wi Joxtia 

mov ssl jon, bootie sed2 vidso nsmybisl dqszok mubiusd 2” iy 


“ho wovil won nemgbivl 2M sodw 
tyemte bnuve Yo. of twos si} 
bee nid bis juatendD aoowlod 
sizibom yomionsg Begaommos 
-troo yin ail .b9eW somal 3 C 
Tiieiine) te ooilowwg get¥ booms 
2 991) 91 bowallet ad dordw 
boendomy aod: oH 2789¥ io’ 
won of stadw mnie) walsdre@l ont 
-bnate nidea yol blo ofT .zevil 
Lie ont cow boo dimee ode ne gol 
-stts 31 vd aliud. widss mbats 
1) JERE unedtt” rote! 
pi byonesines sour beg comma 
& borate od met sft yriveng 
Jind bateynqorg be. yore 
“iy IHG St $3i boltss oH at 
io neha) le: ryolomost bas Is 
bering? eUdading OEE 
Aiton awol nizvow tind | 
- Aoetewed svolw ‘ootyaliea 
 eteniend 609 nt now be 
ott ae le ee 
pieete 
pa Saieke 
sees ut OF 


i 


ft oul 


aie 


Bie : 
nl .2shenig medinon ee 
od OB! baw Pat le “qelaiw ox? 


foo wok 


i lo a OLLEE baa 


An 
iat te einay o 
Ngee simaente 


red 


1 af b 
ts a fas 


todiord eid gnitsozeigsy sad eew 


woryni hel Gi wait ode aah 
boihned of ey sa ast La “ay: - 
ni rodasul onig to tert ‘e Ceres 
ot) yoiod Yi RSE YO. | tabs ye 3thf 
sist aol pred tdypotd ¥ ih 


yoived og bodoeq bua idyuod © 
esis jo essivaee gift bougee 
or adaoq eT read: ae dei ; 
rommue yoiwollol 
swol wi Jondavem wud Hi for 
~yhirnd 1M fe@I 10 I by p 
wil 0) bovom = bos osm 
& tua 2ew sbe | 
Ww? 2aw one 
axilt ynignsm 
woul to Hs 
vies boner o 


4 


arse 


ee ae 


clerk in the Celins axe and cutlery 
factory at Colinsville White in 
the store he had a chance te learn 
business habits, and. strange to 
say, within a brief space of two 
years after the invention of the 
daguerreotype tn Parts he had 
become familiar with the art, and 
he broupht a camera here with 
him and opened a gallery *in this 
place and in Iuwa City also. 1 
have seen several of his pictures 
taken with an exposure of four 
minutes; some of them were quite 
fair ones. He sold 
and other partsof the out-fit to 
Arthur Washburn and 


his camera 
to 
clerking for Joseph Bennett. In 
the year 1845 or “46 be Jeft Ben- 
nett and went into business with 
his brother-in-law, Joseph bBridy- 
man, under the name of Bridg- 
man & Weed. The firm con- 
tinued under that name until 1851, 
when the business was carried 
under the nameof C. Weed. 
Mr. Bridgman went on the river 
head clerk on the steame 
Gulden Era, Captain H. Birzee. 
He did not like the river and scon 
back, 
urvanized 


wen 


on 


as 


The firm 
under the name of C. 


Caine Was TC= 


Weed & Co.. and later changed 
te Weed, & 
The business closed upat 


Bridyman Kent, 


Was 


the death cf Mr. Weed, December. 


7. S74. 

Along early in the forties Mr. 
Weed bought a farm of 320 acres. 
ativer wards 
Park Place. TShis was known at 
Mr. Weed got it as 


the Hunt farm, now 


the time 


Mr. Charles 
was the first owner, 


the Warfield place. 
A. Warfield 
he built the old frame house now 
standing. I think the big brick 
chimney was put in afterwards. 

When the older brother, Dr. 
James Weed, vot married to Miss 
St. John in March, 1847, they 
commenced housekeeping iu that 
house and lived there for some 
ten years. During that time 
Chester spent his Sundays with 


them. 
While the eld firm of Bridg- 


& Weed was in existence 
wrote the first insurance 
policy ever written in this city, it 
was for the old Attna Insurance 
Ce., ‘of-Hartford: Conn.; and” at 
dated May 1, 1846. Mr. 
Bridgman says that Mr. Ogilvie 
was the first insurance agent in 
this city, although he never wrote 
a policy for some reason, and the 
agency was turned over to thet. 
On the first day of May, 1896, 
the Attna company presented a 
testimonial in the shape of a 
loving cup to Mr. Joseph Bridg- 
mau asareminder of a full half 
century’s service. 

In 1852 or '53, I commenced to 
insure my house with them; the 
rates were 75c on the 5100 per an- 
num. I insured them at 
that rate fora period of fitteen 
years, after that other companies 
Mr. T. Du Smith 
came here and wanted to insure 
Mr. Weed found out 
ence 
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they 
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with 


represented by 


at 60 cents. 
the offer he 
that he would do it for 60 cents 
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and take work for it. After a 
run of ten more years I succeeded 
in getting the same house insured 
for 45 cents on the $100. Since 
the time of the combine ar- 
ravgements under Ross and his 
successor the price has been 
raised to 50 cents. When I read 
in the newspapers that the Mus- 
catine agency had to its credit 
over $50,000 above expenses I 
had no doubtof its truth, at least 
my early experience looked that 
way. 

Chester Weed was in various 
branches of business outside of 
his mercantile pursuits. He was 
president of the Muscatire Gas 
Light and Coke Co. that was 
organized in 1857. ‘The bravest 
work he ever done was when he 
saved the Muscatine branch of the 
State Bank. It came about in 
this way, the president and cash- 
ier had used the funds of the 
bank to purchase land and had 
the deeds made to the president 
in person, leaving the bank short. 
Mr. Weed stepped up and said he 
would take the land and 
the money. The land was deeded 
to him, he raised the money and 
saved the bank, which if it had 
closed up would have been a 
great calamity to the public as 
well as the stockholders. Mr. 
Weed eventually cleared $16,000 
out of the deal. 

In January, 1864, several com- 
panies of Muscatine soldiers sent 
considerable money home to be 
distributed among their families, 


furnish | 


Chester Weed and James Jackson 
were the oues selected to 
tribute it. 

At one time Mr. Weed was the 
owner of the Commerctal Hotel. 
He tried to get his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Bridgman, to run it foe him, 
but Bridyman declined. Hethen 
sold the hotel to Reuben Baker, 
but before making the deed he 
wanted to back out and offered 
$1,000, but Baker declined to take 
11 f 

In 1856 he went into the pork 
packing business in company 
with Silvermau. Cook & Co., and 
Henry Funck, Fred Daut and 
Martin Bartleti. They packed 
considerable pork and done well. 

The following year, 1857, he 
went in with Mr. Bartlett anda 
Mr. Harris and rented the old 
pork house close to the Hershey 


dis- 


mill. They gotall ready to com- 
mence work on a Moudayv morn- 
ing. the house took fire and 


burned downon the Sunday night 
belure. Of course, that stopped 
that packing company. 

A few weeks previous to his 
death he entered intoa partner- 
ship with a gentleman named 
Felix and rented the Bennett mill, 
intending to buy wheat, run the 
mill and make flour. Huis death 
stopped that deal. 

At the time of the explos.on of 
the Nevada mill, on October 1, 
1864, he either owner 
agent, as he went to work and re- 


was or 
fitted it for operation. 


Chester Weed handled a grea 


Dm aN 24, 


o4 on Dee eae 
| MG tahett eae ee a : patie 
Pahin Lapheeorane <ihenal oe ee 
wait tit etalon paren at srw bebssosue Fenway np at 
(Si otudiad boyaeti pet eenars 


' 


"ets any tnu¥i wai wall 920 1A >: goni2 NO1%. 909.00 me PE gy 
Asi beamed | oO) leratewe, ag onid ies ost ‘ihe sont te ie 
wabni-widltod id ivg ot tein oH pid bow exo: ‘aoban = ities 
todd (oO tT er un trem y bine. WA ood end: soiq ees Riba og 
_p nude bsalloveenee ghd nod pees t ged. pili peg ers 


rebel sedue dh: ot tout 96% blot sey Mo odd dads i os sans 
of boeb ont yutlam dx0tet 10d “ibe esi ot bad onsen. eee 

boise big tuo doe of belmew Jf) eaensqxs vedas. OHG,028 194 sd 
suigiol bearish ten rad ,000,12 anol de ,wiwid et: lokdeeb.on bad» a 


4 jsdd bodoul sonsiqne titB9. See 
dog Stl) ofnt naw! od MEAT al 


wangrnos Hi leaonlewd yoisiocq euoitayal daw boo VW ipiska). 
¢ hos ,0O D dAovD aeanrvevNe dtiew to obiziag saatiend to ABA 
bow avs b3sx4 loav yinoH aesw oH -.22! veing slidgnorom eid 
bsdoaq ysdT  stoltosth minslé es oxiteoentd-sdt Io, Anabizong 
ov jw snob bas dou WHdweebienvs eow Ielt 0D silod brie dg 
“V8el 1891 poiwoetlyh odT terveid AT eet 


a - Se 


hee Pa. 


: 


s Can Helsh «aM miw abinow of aodw eam sgob 99% sol tow, 
biu of} botnet bas ermal ald sdi jo domed suite pi 
qotersH 98) of s2elo seal B10q i Imods omer, 1 oe “ae 


moo vt Ybast isiog yal? flim ees bee fasbieorq od? yas eid 
“nium -vsbiel, 6s we How sonem ods le «baal od}, beau. bed wi Mg : 
bas wih Heol seuod gg? weet bed buw bowl seadarg o3 dined. 
‘dyin yeban@ed) nowwob boiand mmsbiecrg oft ap shuts aboot ails ‘a 
boot §8d9 ses AO .o1etsd .t1ode dnad sdf gained ,apersq ot 
V{taq oro» yotdosy Meat od bise bow Gu haqqete boo W ane 
vid vd ‘dilate euow wel A“ odelewl: baw pill plane by 7 
“ening 8 Oli beydIns of diesel bsboob. enw bast of 
Loman nenog » miiw yide bag, sabia brio 
lim tengod od) ben bee cited bet a We 
ott nit Papel we yd of gaibeoin. 6 ca9d vad Abbvede 
ddan aH avoftesdem baw iim, paertiptiees fur ele. 
aie Ateb ted) bogqquia .: otal ye) ghey 
hy noleolqxs dt? to sinis ode Ay 000,012 ba | i uIn9Ve 
fl yvdenO av.,ltimn wbaval ody ea ay Lag 1} ae 
er itewo! Renderer ecient paneniltr vate 


per seniepiaheieunh we yocioingers - 


Bh alee an aR Mie eG 


si ae ee 


on 


ep 


deal of stock, kept his farm run- 
ning and was gencrally quite suc- 
At time be had 
raised a large number of well 
bred horses, he made a sale and 
sold them off, took the money and 
made a trip or two to Europe. 
His letters to the local papers 
were read with considerable in- 
terest... 

In connection with 
chantile business the firm of 
Weed, Bridgman & Kent kept 
and sold agricultural implements. 
They brought the first reaper 
here. jy helped set 1t up; we took 
it down to Shepard Smalley’s 
farm and tried it. They bought 
Shuttler wagons and sold them, 


cesslul. one 


their mer- 


very much to the disgust ot the 
Aments, who were manufactur- 
ing and selling a much poorer 
wagon. 

For thirty years previous to his 
matriage on July 31, 1873, to 
Miss Cora Chaplin, Chester Weed 
was a noted society man, pleas- 
ant and affable. For years he 
was considered the best dancer in 
the town, and asa good talker he’ 
had wo superior, and withal was 
one of the best informed men of 
our community. 

Mr. Bridgman is here with us 
yet; any remarks on his grace as 
a dancer in his earlier days, or 
his genial habits, are uncalled 
for at this time. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muascatin 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail March 6, 1897; written by 
J_P. Walton. 


No. 8 


There has recently come into 
our hands the first account book 
of the lowa Democratic Haquirer, 


published in Muscatine by Mr. 


H.” De LaCossitt, and later by 
-W. B. Langridge. LaCossitt 


came here with his paper in June, 
1848, from Hamilton, Mo., and 
issued the first numberon July 4. 
In looking over theoldaccounts 
in the book we find a great many 
very iuteresting items. We will 
venture to give a few of them. 
The first account was with J. 
A. and W. McCormack, couimenc- 
ing July 4, 1848. One of the 
charge of $49 for 
for paper, 


Was) 


subscribed 


items 
amount 
-there 1s also 52 for one subscrip- 
tion of the Enquirer. We don't 
understand the $49 unless it was 
a bonus given by the democrats 
tohaye a paper started in this 
city. The McCormacks were 
leading democrats aud probably 
wanted a paper of their political 
faith, ‘The Herald, then pub- 
lished here, wasa Whig paper. 
The firm of J. A. & W. McCor- 
mack dissolved March 24, 1849, 
J. A. going to California and 


Wilitam continued the store alone. 

The second account in the book 
is with John G. Stein, one of the 
items being a credit of S45 for 
nine weeks board for LaCossitt 
and wife, at SS per week for both 
of them. This board bill was 
settled by LaCossitt giving Stein 
a due bill drawing 10 per cent in- 
terest. They then went and 
boarded with George W. Hum- 
phreys for thirty-two weeks at 
Marci. t, 1850..7- 
G. Stein is charged with S1 for 
the Iowa Emigration Society. I 
don't know what this Emigration 
Society was, neither do I recollect 
hearing of it before. 

Ou. December 14, 1850, Peter 
Jackson was charged with $7.50 
for a $10 county order. 


34 per week. 


County 
orders were below par for a num- 
ber of About the same 
time J. B. Dougherty was adver- 
ising ‘John 
I 


sarsaprilla 


years. 


Bull’s sarsaprilla.” 
heard of Johu Bull's 
for loug time—it 
must have gane ovtof use. 

Ia 1548 D.C. Cloud commenced 
an account, and during the season 
of 1848, accordiny to the book, 
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Cloud seems to have made more 
cash payments than any other of 
the paper’s patrous. ‘The facts 
were that most of the business 
was done in trade those days. 
Nathaniel Halleck, the county 
clerk, was credited with a county 
order, we presume a part of his 


salary. This Nathaniel Halleck 
while county clerk lived in his 


office in the court house; lad his 
bed and board there. 
casion he was cooking onions dur- 
ing court time, the effluvia went 
through the court house greatly 
to the annoyance of His Honor 
the court. The bovs atter that 


’ 


On one oc- 


called the clerk ‘‘old onions.’ 

We presume Mr. LaCossitt must 
have gone to housekeeping, for 
find that on April 9, 1849, 
Kelley, Hora & Co. sold **queens- 
ware” to bim—a name that has 
become almost obsolete. 

On February 25, 1851, M. Block 
was charged one dollar for an 
of his candidacy 
I presume it was fora 
city office, as it was the first year 
the city acted under the special 
charter and held its election as 
now on the first Monday in March. 
lock was notelected at that time. 
Then and for many years after 
we held no party caucuses, any- 
body could run if they had a dol- 
iar to pay the paper for annountc- 
ing them candidates, Jre- 
quently three or four would run 
lor the same office at the same 
time, 
contest 


we 


announcement 
for office. 


as 


Before election day the 
usually settled down to 


two men, one for each party. but 
when the Know-Nothing party 
came into existence which it did 
shortly afterwards it played 
smash with the other parties. 

In 1850 there appeared what 
would now be considered a very 
unusttal advertisement, it was 
Ogilvie & Johns advertising 
‘‘cash paid for wheat.” 

In July, 1851, county orders 
sold fer 85 cents on the dollar. 
We give these prices to show 
the financial standing of the 
county. 

We notice three places in the 
Enquirer’s book where $4 was 
charged tor printing 200 funeral 
tickets. Thisin the start looked 
a little tony, but after thinking 
it over it could hardly be consid- 
ered so, forin those days we had 
no daily papers to notify friends 
of the deceased. funeral tickets 
took the piace. 

March 17, 1849, T. S$. Battell 
was charged five dollars for an 
advertisement of the steamboat 
Oswego for the season. Mr. 
Battell came here in 1840 or °41, 
built the American hotel, run it 
for seven or eight years, made 
considerable money, sold out and 
bought the steamboat Oswego. 
He run the boat until July, 1851, 
when it was sunk somewhere be- 
low nere. Joseph Bennett says 
he had an interest in the boat by 
which he lost some $3,000. Bat- 
tell saved enough to get to Cali- 
fornia. 


On March 31, 1849, Sarah L. 
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Watham advertised 
dou't recollect her or 
kept her school. . 

In March, 1849 Mrs. John A. 
McCormack is charged with 41 
week's board, for herself and son, 
at $3 per week, $123. I suppose 
that this while Mr. Mc- 
Cormack was yvone to California. 
Sixty-seven dollars of this was 
applied on an old debt due to Me- 
Cormack 

In 1859 Hare, 


a school. I 
where she 


Was 


Day & Fimple, 


ferry comyany; were charged 
with = printing 600 circu- 
lars. I presume these were cir- 


culated through the country to 
the east of us as most of the 
ferrying was emigrants going 
west. I had forgotten that Col. 
Hare was in this partnership but 
he must bave been as he paid the 
cash for the work. In this ac- 
count $32 is placed to their credit 
for lot 4 in block 101. Also in 
the book is an old tax sale ceed 
signed by W. A. Drury, collector, 
for the taxes on the samc lot. In 
the book is also another tax sale 
deed dated April 6, 1852, sigued 
by G. S. Branham, deputy mar- 
shal, aud T. M, Isett, mayor; the 
amount was $2.6713. There is 
also a receipt from Cloud & 
O'Connor for $100 fora warrantee 
deed tothesame lot. According to 
the account and these documents 
the lot cost $140.10. I think La- 
Cossitt built his house on it in 
1853: it is the one now occupied 
by N. Neyens, 213 east Fifth 
street. 


In the lids of this old. book are 
several quite interesting papers. 
One is a certificate of payment 
of $25 for one share in the capital 
stock of **The Iowa Female Col- 
legiate Institute” at Towa City. 
dated November 2, 1853. Anoth- 
er is a certificate No. 72, for one 
share of the capital stock of tne 
‘Muscatine. Washington and 
Oskaloosa Road & Bridge Co.,” 
signed by Joseph Bennett. prest- 
dent, and Stephen Whicher, act- 
ing secretary. This is a nicely 
gotten-up certificate’ and 
printed in Philadelphia. 
dated March 27, 1851. 

‘In 1849 Dr. James Weed was 
charged with 500 milk tickets. 
This reminds us that Dr. Weed 
was the principal milk man of our 
city at that time. He owned a 
fine herd of red Devon cattle 
which ke had brought here and 
which took the premiums at our 
county fairs. 

On page 46 of the old book oc- 
curs a charge for advertising the 
acts of the Muscatine and Linn 
Courty Grade Road Co., incorpor- 
ted by the legislature March 1,. 
1849. There are also several 
notices of assessments and elec- 
tion of officers of the company, 
the last one appears May 17, 
1851. The grade road was a 
scheme started by Dr. James 
Weed. A pretty fair grade was 
made about ten or twelve miles, 
it was then abandoned and most 
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or all of it is now used as a pub- 


lic highway. between this city 
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and Wilton. 

On page 48 the different tem- 
perance organizations have their 
accounts, such as ‘The Hawkeye 
Section No. 3,’’ *‘Cadets of Tem- 
perance’ the ‘Rochester Dt- 
vision, No. 35, Sons of Temper- 
ance,” ‘The Wapello Union of 
Daughters of Temperance,” ‘‘ The 
Daughters of Temperance of Mus- 
catine,” and *‘The Union Division 


of the Sons of Temperance.” 
We mentiou the foregoing 


temperance bodies to show the 
fact that they are all extinct. 
At one time they were quite 
strong in members, most of the 
prominent men belonging to 
them. 

{fu 1849 S. R Drury, of Drury’s 
Landing, had _ bills-of-lading 
printed. At the present time one 
would naturally ask what would 
aman at Drury’s Landing want 
with bills-ot-lading? We will 
say, atthat time, Drury’s Landing 
was quite a place and did a large 
shipping business by river. It 
was the only reliable landing be- 
tween New Boston and Rock Is- 


land, and while the business was 


done in a kind of a back woods 
style, nevertheless there was con- 
siderable business done until the 
ralroads spoiled the river traffic. 

We very frequently had private 
schools opened here toruna short 
time at least. On August 18, 
1849, Mrs. Stocker advertised her 
school with Suel Foster as a ref- 
erence. Mrs. Stocker was the 
widow of the Rev. John Stocker, 
the pioneer preacher of our city. 

We find on page 56 an account 
with the Iowa Western Railroad 
company; the company is charged 
with advertising notices of 
organization, of meetings of direc- 
tors, blanks, etc., to the amount 
of $22, but no credits. I think 
the printer must have considered 
thata ‘‘dead horse” railroad. The 
first charge was made 1n 1851 and 
the last one in 1853. 

In 1849 the price of fuel did 
not seem to be very high. I find 
wherea load of wood was charged 
one dollar, and two instances 
where twenty-fiye bushels of coal 
are charged $2.50 each. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail March 13, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 
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In reviewing the account book 
of the old Jowa Democratic En- 
quirer we find the price of sub- 
scription to be $1.50 if paid in 
advance, or $2if not. In looking 
over fully one-third of the book 
we noticed but one subscriber to 
have paid $1.50; that was Jobn 
Zeigler; $2 was the price charged 
to most of the customers, al- 
though the balance was in their 
favor. I guess: that good 
financiering, but John Zeigler 
did not seem to have taken it 
that although his ac- 
counts were quite large. 

The Democratic Enquirer seems 
to have had some special friends 
to call on when in trouble. In 
October, 1848, is a hist of persons 
furnishing money to buy paper; 
Peter Jackson seems to be the 
only survivor. The amount 
raised was 549 cash. 

In August, 1849, there were 900 


Was 


way, 


democratic tickets printed, for 
which $9 was charged. The 
credits were as follows: Cloud 


paid $1, Ayers $1, Parvin $1, 
Burdic 50 cts. The cther $4.50 was 


not paid. At the same election 


9 ‘i 

there Deming ticket 
printed: $2.50 charged on it 
but $1 paid. 

March 7, 1860, Jacob Rubel- 
mann advertises histanyard. We 
recollect that tan yard well; it 
stood where the Hershey Lumber 
Co. stable now stands. Mr. 
Rubelmann erected his build- 
ing in the pure German style. 
He bought a raft of hewed pine 
timber and built it with this tim- 
ber, putting his posts about three 
feet apart and filling the sides of 
the posts full of small pegs, then 
filling the openings between the 
posts with small stones and mor- 
tar, then covering the ‘whole 
with a coat of mortar. After 
Rubelmana gave up tanning here 


Was a 
and 


and moved away the old building 
went into the handscf B. Hershey, 
who used it 
awhile. 


for a stable tor 
This Jacob Rubelmann 
was the father of the one we had 
here some twenty years later. 

In 1852 Miss Corcoran adver- 
tised her school, another private 
school that I remember. 
In 1857 avother school entered 
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tised. This Young was con- 
uected with J. H. Wallace 


in some manner. On Feb. 22nd, 
School District No. 1 bas au ad- 
verlisemeut. I suppose it was 
for the spring meeting. This is 
the first public school notice I 
have seen. 

In May, 1850, Joseph Bernett 
was credited with $6 for a barrel 
of flour. This would be equal to 
$1.50 a sack. Sacks were notin 
use for flour at that time. The 
first flour offered in market in 
was in 100-pound cotton 

Fifty pound paper or 
cloth sacks did not come for some 
time, I think about 1870. I think 
they had no newspaper in Cedar 
county in 1851, for the Cedar 
county election tickets were 
printed in Muscatine. 

On page 113 occurs La Cassitt’s 
account with his devil, who com- 
menced on July 21st, 1851, and 
served his calling faithfully until 
January 1st, 1852, when he 
got acase. During this time his 
wages were £68, of which he re- 
ceived only $25 1n cash; two do!- 
lars of this was paid as a tribute 
to the preacher, the Rev. Calhoun 
of the Episcopal church. He 
stands charged with two dollars 
New Year's ball 
ticket; he is also charged w.th 
payiugy another tribute to S.C. 
Dunno, We never knew where 
Sam got his early sapport. But 
enough; that once devil is now a 
printer on the News-Tribune, 
vurking at a case, as “Slug 2.” 


sacks 


sacks. 


and a half fora 


In 1852 flour got down to $4.25 
per barrel. 

December 15th, 1852, 1,000 
blank deeds were printed for the 
Mississippi & Missouri railroad 
compauy, and teu dollars charges 
for the same. This was the old 
Chicago & Rock Island road. 

On October 27th, 1852, another 
charge is made for advertising 
the organization of the ‘‘Musca- 
tine, lowa City, Cedar Rapids & 
Northwestern Iowa Rail Road 
Company.” This was one of the 
mahy paper companies we have 
organized in our city. 

Ou page 169 of this old book 
occurs the name of J.C. B. Ward, 
who probably opened here in 
1852. - He was the most singular 
man that ever visited our city. 
Tall, of good form, well educated 
and well dressed. I think he 
went into partnership with Hon. 
W. G. Woodward in the law busi- 
uess. I am of the impression 
that he came from the center or 
western part of Massachusetts, 
perhaps Springfield. He 
commenced to look up property 
and bought two or three lots on 
the top of the hill, and com- 
menced the erection of the large 
building that now bclongs to 
Mrs. Cora Weed (the Kyrie). 
He got it under roof, boarded up 
the and went away 
withuut giving any notice. When 
the mechanics began to compare 
notes, it was found that he had 
paid but very little on its con- 
struction. ‘Then the fun began; 
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every one was on the run to get 
in his attachment first. The old 
adave of Bad luck to the hind- 
most” was their motto.  Natices 
had to be served bv advertise- 
ments in the paper. D.C. Cloud 
is charged $6.50 for one of these 
notices. The great mystery was 
why an intelligent 
Start to build such a 
that with as little 
appeared to bave spent on it, and 
then away 
abruptly without lefting any one 


man would 


house as 


my ney asi ine 


go and leave it so 
kuow that he was going, or where 
he went to. Rumor—on 
authority we don’t know —solved 
it this way: He (Ward) was en- 


gaged to marry a very rich lady 


what 


as soon as his house was built, 
and all at once she took sick and 


died, thus leavirg him in the 
lurch. He bad no use for the 


house, neither had 
pay for it, so he departed, and let 
kis creditors dispose of it as they 
could. Gen. J. G. Gordon became 
the purchaser aud finished it off 
for his own use. Since then it 
has stood on the brow of the hill, 
a landmark for all travelers on 
the river to admire. 

I see among the list of sub- 
scribers the name of a man that 
did the county and city a 
great good aud a great injury. 
The name is Hon. James Grant, 
of Davenport, Jowa. He was our 
District Judge and presided with 
more business-like determination 
than any judge did before or 
since. If court was to be called 


he money to 


was calied 
attorney 


at,9 o'clock, it 
mot ater it 
vot on hand his case was dropped, 


at 9. 
the was 
not continued, as is the case now. 
Well, the effect that the 
attorneys soon iound that they 


Was. 


had to be prompt and on hand, 
and they were during his term of 
ofice. The docket was cleared 
and kept cléar.. We had only 
one judge at that time; he could 
not work off to the 
next one, 1s now said to be 


shove his 
as 
the case. 

But the good name of Judge 
Grant does not stand unsullied 
in the estimation of many old 
settlers. In the early days the 
county and city were persuaded 
to issue a lot of railroad bonds. 
Inthe use of them most of the 
tax pavers felt that they were 
defrauded and objected to paying 
them. The state courts held 
that they were not valid; United 
States courts said they were. 
This was in “state rights” time 
and the United States court had 
no available way for enforcing 
their orders unless the states 
would agree toit. Hence we ex- 
pected to beat them on the exe- 
cution. They had the judgment 
but could not collect. Grant and 
Smith, of Davenport, were the 
attorneys for the boud holders, 
took the bonds to collect’ on 
shares, but had made no progress 
until after the war was over and 
state rights had ‘‘goue up.” The 
collecting occurred in about this 
way, if l am correct in my recol- 
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lections, and I think Iam: At 
the breaking out of the rebellion 
the southern merchants owed for 
goods purchased of New York 
parties and refused ta pay. The 
New York parties went to con- 
gress forrelief and secured the 
passage of a law ordering the 
United States marshals to col- 
lect all judgments of the Untted 
States courts irrespective of state 
laws or courts; hence when we 
whipped the soutnern states we 
took some two or three hundred 
thousand dollars from our city 
and county that was not collect- 
able before the war. So far as 
the city was concerned there was 
another point that the state 
courts adhered to; that was: Our 
special charter says that not 
more than one per cent of tax 
shall be raised for all purposes. 
The state courts decided that we 
could retain as much of that one 
per cent as necessary for 
Maintaining the city; if any was 
left it was then attachable by the 
bondholders for their judgment. 
At this time bonds were cheap, 
25 cents oun the dollar. When 
congress knocked the bottom out 
of our state laws Grant was 
heard to say that he would 
now collecton the bonds. The 
United States courts at once de- 


was 


cided that our debt should be 
paid; if one cent would not do it 
we should levy more. Previous 
to that time our assessments were 
madecna fair valuation. After 
that time we dropped them down 
to about one-third or one-fourth 
to lighten our taxes. The courts 
would not order us to pay too 
large a per cent in anv one year. 
After the bonds were refunded 
then the taxpayer wanted the 
assessment kept down for his 
benefit. There would not have 
been so much kicking if the rail 
roads had given us stock in the 
road, which was the agreement 
when the bonds were voted. In- 
place of giving stock that was 
good for anything the company 
sold out to the Rock Island rail- 
rodu. (We believe Grant: and 
Smith made a good thing out of 
it if Muscatine does have to suf- 
fera little. This ruling of the 
United States courts took away 
all the security that the tax pay- 
ers had. If more than one per 
cent could be levied to pay a rail- 
road bond tax it could be for 
other purposes and is levied with- 
out paying any heed to that 
special charter, which is worse 
than nothing as a protection to 
the tax payer. For our part we 
fail to see any special good in it. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail March 20, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 
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In noting down our recollections 
of men or events in early days 
itis not our object to write a biog- 
raphy or an obituary, if is simply 
to give an account of them as 
they occurred, according to our 
‘recollection. We are well aware 
that the, actors of the «earlier 
times would not like to have us 
suggest or write them different 
irom what they were, or what 
they appeared to be, to accommo- 
‘late some one’s ideas of pro- 
priety. 

Among the first Germans that 
came to this city were two who 
attained considerable notoriety. 
Heury Funck, and Henry Mlis, 
both could speak English and 
German. The new comers in- 
variably drifted toward them; 
their names were known in Ger- 
many, the emivrants were direct- 
ed to. look them up and get any 
information desired, which was 
freely given. 

They both knew that the Ger- 
man rule ‘twas pay your debts” 
which almost ail the newcomers 
adhered to, and they would lend 
them money when needed at good 


interest. We haveoften noticed 
that among those old Germans 
that came at an early day, 99 out 
ofa hundred always paid their 
debts. Funck and Molis always 
looked alter the new-comer and 
advised him te become naturaliz- 
ed and vote the democratic ticket 
which most of them did without 
ever learning what they were do- 
ing. We presume that Funck 
and Molis were educated in the 
same school, or at least studied 
politics in the same manner, from 
a single standpoint. 

Mr. Funk was engaged in the 
grocery business which also in- 
cluded a bakery and boat store on 
Front street, corner of Chestnut, 
and ou the old wharf boat while 
After 
Iuuck had accumulated consider- 
able money in 1851 or ’52, he con- 


steamboats were running. 


cluded to go intu the distillery 
business and erected a distillery 
which he run fora few years, that 
finally went hands of 
Page & Crane, who hada large 


intu the 
stock of whisky on hand when 
the broke out, the rise in 
which made them wealthy, 
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Funck remained in the money 
loaning business, bought and sold 
notes. He served the city 
mayor and councilman at differ- 
ent times. Funck was one of the 
stuckhulders in Cuouk, Musser & 
Co.’s bank; he was connected with 
M. Bartlett, C. Weed and F. Daut 
in the pork packing business at 
one time. 

Heury Molis was engaged in 
the gun business; he as wel] as 
Funck was a_ pulitical 
among the Germans. He had no 
superior. He served as mayor 
and councilman and filled many 
offices of trust,—was county col- 
lector and treasurer. He was 
never considered a leader in any 
new undertaking, but on the cou- 
trary a good, conservative man in 
everything but politics 

Molis’ little gun shop stood, in 
early days, on the north side of 
Third street east of Cedar, and 
later on the south — side 
Second street. between 
and Sycamore streets. 
one-story frame, about 16 feet 
square and stood on posts to 
bring it up to the grade of the 
street. Not long 
here he associated Barney Bieal 
with him in the gun business, and 
“lrange to say, they had no com- 
petition for many years, Their 
vrincipal work for the first few 
years was changing  flint-lock 
uns to cap-lock and = stocking 
long barrelled rifles. They kept 
a Stock of guns, pistols, powder 
and shot on hand for sale. 


as 


leader 


of 
Cedar 
It was a 


after coming 


They 


were considerably annoyed with 
burglars, as once or twice a year 
they would break into the little 
shop by either prying open the 
door or window; finally Molis re- 
surted to setting a spring gun to 
be discharged when the door 
opened. Werecollect going tothe 
shop with Mr. Molis one morning, 
when he unlocked the door he run 
his hand in the crack aud discon- 
nected the combination in some 
way before opening thedoor. The 
burglars soon ‘‘got on to that” 
and cut through the floor and got 
in. Molis & Co. were compelled 
to move to the house they are now 
in to get clear of the burglars. 
While lfunck and Molis were 
our German Emigrant commis- 
sioners, it required one more to 
fill out the trio. He came in the 
personage of Marx Block who 
was a native of Baden.. If a 
quartett was necesary Ed. Hoch 
was on hand, and although not a 
German, he spoke Germau and 
had the habits of a German. 
With Mr. Block's early mercan- 
tile life we are not much ac- 
quainted. He came here in 1842 
in company with a man by the 
mame of Sherman; they packed 


pork together for a year or so in 
5 < 


the Isett brick building on Front 
street, below the oat meal mill. 
They shipped a large lot of pork 
to St. Mr. Sherman went 
down there and collected the 
money and ieft Mr. Block in the 
lurch. If I mistake not he theu 
tried merchandising alone. In 
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1845 he opened a store on the 
south side of Second street, east of 
Chestnut. Later be was in part- 
nership with William McCormick 
under the name of Block & Mc- 
Cormick in the building now 
owned by J. A. Bishop, north 
side of Second, east of the Aven- 
ue. There they handled all kinds 
of merchandise for the country 
trade. When this new building 
was ‘‘warmed” the other mer- 
chants about the town had a glori- 
ous time, some of the yery solid 
ones were quite joyful on that oc- 
casion and wagons were used in 
getting them home. Alter the 
- dissolution of the firm some of 
the eastern creditors came and at- 
tached the building; McCormick 
lived upstairs and claimed it as 
a homestead; the suit was taken 
1o the supreme court where a de- 
cision was rendered establishing 
the homestead claim on all of the 
building and lot, exceptiny the 
room used fer a store which was 
sold for the payment of the debts, 

We find in 1856, Marx Block 
was in the Forwarding and Comi- 
mission business, occupying No, 
49 Water street. Previvus to 
this time Funck had given up the 
wharf boat and it left the place 
open for Block who by close at- 
tention and genial ways had suc- 
ceeded in getting a good business, 

We find that sometime prior to 
1856 the name was M. Block & 
Co., R. T. Wallace having joined 
the firm. 

In 1869 the name stood Marx 


Block. Wallace had gone to Chi- 


cago. After Block's death, Aug. 
5, 1881, W. G. Block managed 


the business. 

When the Northern Line com- 
pany of steamboats was urgan- 
ized, Marx Block was appointed 
their agent, and was one of the 
popular agents along the river. 
Block liked ajokeand the steam 
boat men soon found that out. 
When ever a boat got clear of St. 
Louts the officers would com- 
mence to study up a scheme to 
catch Block. Some amusing 
games were played on him, but 
he always tookthem good natur- 
edly and took delight in relating 
them to his cronies. 

The German trio loved to visit 
the German places of resort—the 
saloons. They did as the Ger- 
mans did, played cards and drink 
beer, and here the fourth number 
was annexed, Edward Hoch, he 
could play his part with any of 
them. 

Molis was  conscientous and 
would not play for beer while he 
was mayor of thecity. He was 
Strictly nonest, even at card play- 
ing. The result was Molis had 
to pay forthe beer most of the 
time. After playing a few rub- 
bers, frequently the game would 
lag alittle, when Funck would 
lead off in true Gambrinas style, 
“The Duch Componee” or some 
similar air, the others joining in. 
The music would have charmed 
a disciple of George Fox. 

The story goes that on one oc- 
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casion Block was up before the 
grand jury. The question was 
asked, *‘Who did you play cards 
with?” “I played mid Funck, 
M.lis and Hech;” again, what 
game did you play. ‘Seven up.” 
What did you play for? “I plays 
for the jack.” I don't think any 


bills of indictment were found 
against this quartette. 

In looking over the Records I 
find that the four men served the 
city in some official capacity as 
follows: Funck, 5 years; Hoch, 
6; Block 7, and Molis 8 years. 


Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail March 27, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No 


The early settler considered 
getting married a part of the 
business that had to be attended 
I’rom 1840 to 1860 Iowa was 
to be the best matri- 
monial exchange in the world. 
The energetic young men of the 
Eastern states had followed Hor- 
ace Greeley’s advice of ‘‘Go west, 
young man; yo west,’ and came 
west to secure fortunes. A few 
years of successful efforts laid fer 
(hem the foundation for a4 com- 
pentency, 

But the young man had no 
wife and had no time to for 
one; while plenty were to be had 


toa, 


supposed 


x0 


in the Hastern states, though 
they were scarce here. ‘These 


wauts of the Western man soon 


ee 

became known, and as a te- 
sult the more intelligent young 
Jadiesof the east soon began to 
come west. There was a great 
opening for school teachers here, 
the wages were good, and the 
teacher went in the best society. 
In many cases the lady who had 
any qualifications for school 
teaching, and mcst of them had, 
would borrow the money to come 
west on, and they would pay it 
back out of their wages. . They 
rarely earned much more _ for 
school teaching than enough to 
pay their debts, astheyv had better 
offers. 


The school teachers were not 
the only ones that ventured 


west to better their condition. 
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Ladies of all callings came west; 
aman witha large family of girls 
would get the western fever— 
we cau call to our mind several 
such cases. Many of the girls 
are here yet, but we hardly feel 
warranted in mentioning: them. 


_At that time we did not have 
any sewing machine, the 
sewing was done by hand; 


along our streets could be seen 
signs of “dress making” by Miss 
—~,and ‘‘millinery’’ by 
Miss ——- Jhose signs 
did not remain long in pos-tion, 
the owners were here but their oc- 
cupation was changed, and some 
other Miss from the east would 
take the place, and she too would 
soon change her name and turn 
the business over to another Miss. 
In those days the bonnets were 
bought of the merchants aud 
taken to the milliner; hence 
alady with little capital other 
than taste, could succeed in the 
millinery line until their services 
were wanted in other pursuits. 
The matrimonial market was 
never over supplied uutil the war 
broke out, since then cupid's 
business has changed somewhat. 
Now we are celebrating the 
gzoiden weddings that had 
their first date in those stirring 
days of fifty yearsago. At one 
of these celebrations the question 
was asked, ‘‘Did youattend Grace 
Burgis’ dinner party?” The 
answer was, we did. Of course 
that dinner party had to be ex- 
plained. On Christmas day of 


1846 Grace Burgis had a dinner 
party at which just twelve peop'e 
sat down to. Grace one of 
those young ladies who had an 
eye to business and came west 
with her brother John, and kept 
house for him. They moved in 
good society. At the Chiristmas 
dinner she invited five young 
ladies and five young gentlemen, 
she and her brothe: making the 
twelve that sat down tothe table. 
There was nothing very particu- 
lar about that, only that all the 
parties were married within one 
year, with the exception of Grace; 
she was married within two years, 
although several of the parties 
had never met before. Of the 
gentlemen who married ladies 
that were present on that occas- 
ion, we have the namesof Dr. 
James Weed, Suc] Foster, Samuel 
Sinnett and John Burgis. Ofthe 
Jadies, but one of them had par- 
ents in Iowa, the others were gen- 
erally staying with relatives. 
The business of supplying the 
young men with wives was not 
confined to our city, it extended 
all over the settled part of Iowa. 

On another occasion, in the 
spring of 1840, old Dr. Fairchild 
came here with his daughter 
Kate; the doctor was not very old 
but he was generally known by 
that cognomon, because he was 
so much older than the other men 
in the village. They came by 
river from Cincinnatti. It be- 
came known some way that the 
doctor aud daughter were com- 
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ing; 1 think his agents, Lowe & 
Deshler, had purchased property 
for him. The steamboat landed 
in the morning, we had no hacks 
at that time to haul the passen- 
vers to and from the boats, and 
they had to walk; asa result the 


doctor and Kate walked up 
to the hotel on Second street, 
where the Cook-Musser State 


Bank and ‘Trust Co. noware. It 
was customary when a steamboat 
Janded for a great number of peo- 
ple to ge down to the river to see 
the boat, that morning a larger 
number of young men went down 
than usual, the street was a little 
muddy, Kate knew that her feet 
were not very large, and of course 
she had to hold up her dress to 
keep itout of the mud. The re- 
sult was that one of our citizens 
became so infatuated that he pro- 
posed the following night. It 
was business. “Low many pro- 
posals the young lady received 
we can’t say, at all events she 
married Fred H. Stone the follow- 
ing July. On the night after the 
wedding came the infair, the 
society of the town was invited; 
George Humphreys, who after- 
wards bought out the store that 
belonged to Fred H. Stone, had 
been very attentive to a young 
lady who was at the iufair that 
night, Some one proposed that 
they have a mock wedding aud 
that George and Miss —-—— be the 
couple for the occasion; they 
Stood up, andthe county clerk 
or some one authorized to marry 


people was about to proceed with 
the ceremoney, when the uncle of 
the yeung lady stepped up and 
whispered to her that 1f she stood 
there a minute longer she would 
be married whether she wanted 
to be or not. She witndrew and 
the marriage wasoff. The young 
lady married shortly afterwards. 

In the year 1840 the population 
of the town of Bloomington was 
507, and during that year there 
were nineteen marriages; per- 
haps leap year may have helped 
them along. Such statistics as 
these show that the marriage 
busiaess was lively. 


Since writing the above we find 
the following going the rounds, 
and think it quite likely correct 
in the main as most of the early 
settlers of Oregon went from 
Iowa, this county alone furnished 
more than a hundred: 7 

‘There are plenty of women in 
Oregon now,” observed a promi- 
nent politician, who is in Wash- 
ington to see that his state is not 
forgotten in the matter of patron- 
age, “butitis within the memory 
of many of us when women were 
scarce there. We gave it out 
that we wanted them for school 
teachers and the like, and ercour- 
aged them to come out there, but 
the truth was the men wanted 
them for wives. J remember 
once we sent a young man to 
Massachussetts, where he was 
acquanited, with orders to collect 
one hundred young women and 
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escort them back to Oregon. We 
guaranteed every one of them one 
year’s employment. The active 
man inthe matter was a fine- 
looking young man, who after- 
wardsservedtwoterms in congress 
from our state. He spent two 
months in selecting the party and 
started west with them. On the 
trip out he courted one of the 
school teachers on his own hook 
and actually got her consent to 
a marriage on the arrival of the 
train at Portland. The boys 
howled considerably about it, 
claiming that he had_ treated 


them unfairly in having the first 
choice, but there was a lot of fine, 
marriaveable material left. Some 
of those women are today the 
leading ladies of the society of 
the state. More than ihree- 
fourths of the hundred were mar- 


ried inside of three vears, and 
many in less thanone year. A 
few of the lot. however, are 


teaching school there today, not 
that they did not have-anv offers, 
but because they would not accept’ 
any of the fellows that offered 


themseives.” 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 3, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton, 


‘IN Oo EP aa 


The book business assumed an 
independent place in the business 
in our city in 1848, when John 
Hinds and James A. Humphrey 
opened a little book store on the 
south side of Second street, west 
of Iowa Avenue, under the name 
of Hinds & Humphreys; they 
run the store until 1852, wheu 
they sold ont to R. M. Burnett. 
Previous to the sale to Burnett, 
Johu Hinds sold out his interest 
in the store to James A. Hum- 
phreys and went to California. 
Humphreys made the business go 
quite slowly, as he lacked capital 
to make it succeed. When Bur- 
nett came here he bought the old 
stock of goods and put in a new 
line ot books which he brought 
from the east with him, and in a 
short time opened up where he re- 
mained in business until he trans- 
ferred his stock to his son, L. G. 
Burnett, in 1876. The cause of 
this transfer was the loss of his 
eye sight. Mr. Burnett had the 
front of the building rebuilt and 
The 
same 
Burnett 


made general repairs to it. 
store has remained in the 
room in which Mr. 


started it in 1852. In 1886 we 
find that Mr. A. F. Demorest had 
charge of it; iq 1891 Neidig & 
Leysen took charge of the store; 
now it is the charge of F. A. 
Neidig. A business in one place 
for forty-five years is no common 
occurence in the west. We don’t 
recollect of any other business 
being conducted in the same 
building with as little change to 
the building as this book store. 
The historical part was duriug 
its control by R. M. Burnett, who 
vas an out-spoken, candid man. 
He came here a ‘‘free soil demo- 
crat,” but arrived to late to take 
much part in the election of 1852 
He acted with the Whigs in that 
last effort of the Whig party, and 
when the Republican party was 
organized he with several others 
signed the call for a Republican 
convention for organization in 
this county. I recollect meeting 
Hon. Henry O’Connor iu Burnett's 
store, O'Connor presented the 
call; J asked wnat he propused to 
do? Burnett explained 
they were at. The signers oun 
that cali so far asI recollect were 
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R. M. Burnett, Henry O’Connor, 
Stephen Whicher, H. H. Hine. J. 
P. Walton, and probably a dozen 
others. This was undoubtedly 
the first call for the Republican 
party within the state of Iowa. 
I always understood that Burnett 
was the main mover in starting 
it here. We felt that the Wiig 
party handicapped by the 
name, and that name that 
the newly Germans 
could comprehend would be much 
more popular, which proved to be 
the case. While Mr. Burnett 
was a strony party man he 
liberal to his political enemies, 
more sothau some of them 
worthy of. When te had any 
pelitical move on hand he was 
usually there on time, though on 
one occasion he came too late. 
He had served two in the 
House of Representatives and 
wished to go to the Senate, and 
had secured a sufficient number 
of delegates to nominate him; 
his opponent from the country, 
knowing the feeling of the dele- 
gates, got his force in early and 


was 
some 
arriving 


Was 


Wele 


terms 


at once nominated himself be- 
fore Burnett cculd get there. 


Nothing bat the honoref Burnett 
saved the party from going to 
pieces that election. 
cnt was elected to the Senate. 
Then he Since -beer 
pleased to be elected a justice 
ot the - -pedce, The — store 
of Burnett's could justly be con- 
sidered the literary headquarters 
of the city. The best informed 


His oppon- 


has 


men of the place ‘called in to 
chat on literary as well as politi 
cal subjects. Among his clerks 
we recollect seeing Samuel L. 
Clemens (Mark Twain), and W. 
B. Langridge, who was one of 
the best read men Lever met. I 
once asked Burnett how he liked 
his answer 


Langridge; was: 


“That Langridge always wanted 


to find out all there was in a 
book, which be almost always 
did before he sold it.” Here 


could be found John Underwood 
for many While John 
Underwood considered a 
crank by a of those with 
whom he did not associate, he 
nevertheless was a remarkably 
well informed man. ‘The ques- 
tion that John Underwvod could 
not give an intelligent answer to 


years. 
was 
few 


was hardly worth answering. 
For years alter Burnett’s blind- 
ness the two men, Burnett and 
Underwood, could be seen walk- 
ing out together. For the last 
fifceen years of Burnett’s life he 


could be founded in the rear part of 


the store being read to by a 
young lady. During this time 
he read most all the books of 


our city. The library: of over 
2,000 volumes belonging to the 


Academy. of Science were all 
read through. Mr. Burnett's 
death occurred at the -store on 


Dec. 23d, 1891. Some might say 
that we had said for 
Mr. Burnett, but consider 
that one can hardly say too much 


too much 
we 


tor so conspicuous a man if he is 
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Muscatine was not coufined to 
one bookstore. In the year 1852 
or 1853 Smith & Lord brought a 
very fine stock of books here and 
opened in Cedar Block on the 
corner of Second and Mulberry 
streets. They runit awhile and 
it proved an unfortunate venture, 
or perhaps unfortunately located; 
at allevents when it passed into 
the hands of Palmer & Demorest 
if was moved to one of the rooms 


under Stein’s Music Hall, now 
occupied by the McColm dry 
goods house. When the war 


broke out, Palmer got up a com- 
pany and went to the war, staid 
his time out, came back and was 
elected a Republican alderman 
from the Second ward, a thing 
that had rarely occurred before. 
In 1866 we find that Demorest & 
Cue had it in charge, Alf Palmer 
having gone to Dubuque. It ap- 
pears as though J. E. Coe must 
have purchased Palmer’s interest. 
J. ER. Coe had recently returned 
from the war. Although ‘'Jud” 
Coe spent several months in An- 
dersonville prison, he pulled 
through, Jn 1866 we find that Dem- 


orest & Coe had moved the book 
store to No. 3 Olds’ Bleck. In 
1891 we find 11 in 111 east Sec- 
ond street, with J. E. Coe as pro- 
prietor. For the past twoor three 
years R. L. Thompsou has been 
the proprietor. 

We find that the book concern 
jof G. Schmidt & Bros. appears in 
1866 in the name of Schmidt 
bros. at the corner of Jowa Ave- 
nue and Second street, and later 
in 1883 in their present location 
aud wider the present marie. 
They are now carrying on book 
binding in connection with their 
other business. At different 
times others have started in but 
did not succeed. In 1859 Ray- 
mond, Orr & Eystra opened a 
book bindery; perhaps a little be- 
fore that William Butler started 
in at the business; but left it for 
a more noble calling—a tiller of 
the Later, in 1876, the 
Muscatine Journal started a 
bindery with a man by the name 
et HF. Turner as binder. , All 
of them but Schmidt seemed to 
consider the business as unprofit- 
able. 
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eECOLLECTIONS OF 


BUSINESS I the Lary 


BY J 'P. 


i? 
7 


Days ol Wuscatine. 


WALTON, 


NowLsS 


The business of keeping ready- 
made clothing is almost without 
a date in ovr mercantile circles. 
In looking over an old copy of the 
Bloomington “erald, I find the 
following advertisement: 


‘*New Store; the subscriber of- 
fers for sale a large assortment 
of Dry Goods, consisting tn part 
of Ready Made Clothing; also 
Groceries, Hardware, Cutlery, 
Glassware, Bvoots and Shoes, 
Window Glass and Sash. All of 
which will be sold for cash or ex- 
change for dry hides, deer skins, 
etc. JOHN ZEIGLER. 

Bloomington, Oct. 26, 1840.” 


I am inclined to think that Mr. 
Zeigler was the first merchant 
who kept ready made clothing. 
Up to 1849 most of the merchants 


kept ready made clothing ina 
limited way, and as late as 1856 


we had nine places that kept that 
class of goods. Among those 
advertising ready made clothing 
were Barrus & Crocker, Drake & 
Stewart, L. D. Palmer, Roth- 
child & Bro., Rocup & Randolph, 
Waters & John, and C. Weed 
The first parties to open an ex- 
clusive clothing store in this 


place was Heilbrun & Silverman, 
in 1849. In the spring of 1850 
Stix & Oppenhe:mer followed, 
and during the same year G. W. 
Kelley opened a. clothing house 
in connection with tailoring. 
The firm of Stix & Oppenheimer 
disolved and Jacob Oppenheimer 
remaine] in the business until 
1876 when he left the city. 

The firm of Heilbrun & Silver- 
manu after afew years changed its 
name to Silverman & Bro., and 
this firm and Oppenheimer re- 
mained the two rival clothing 
houses for some time. 

In 1859 there were four cloth- 
ing houses, Block & Bro., Jacob 
Oppenheimer, §Silverman & Bro., 
and L. Thurman, Idon't recol- 
lect much about the latter. Ten 
years later, 1869, the uames of 
Sam. Cohn, Jerome Crocker and 
C. Scheuer were added to the list. 
At the end of five years, in 1874, 
the list had reduced down to 
Block & Bro., S. & LL. Cohn 
and Jacob Oppenheimer; while 
at the end of five more vears, 
in 1879, the name of Jacob Oppen- 
heimer was dropped from the list, 
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but three new ficms were adver- 
{ising as being in the business, 


the names then being Block 
Brae oul ct gle oColoy FA. 
DrakewF. Al. Marke. -Ca.,) D. 


Rothschild & Co. In 1885 we find 
there had been some changes in 


the firms and the number in- 
creased, the list. being Bach & 
Friedmen, Block & Heffman, S. 


& L. Cohn, L.-Hayum, J.G. Jack- 
sonand Wolf Kaufman. In 1891 
there were § rms inthe ciothing 
busines to more or less extent: 


D. H. Block, Borger & Bliven, S. 


& i> Cohu,y -Hine Bros... J. G 
Jackson, Wolf Kaufman, H. S. 
Springer and the Sterneman 


Clothing Co. 

If the reader will pardon us for 
long a list of names we 

promise not to be guilty of doing 


so 


so any more, but we must review 


them a little. The first real 
clothing dealer that identified 


himself with us was Jacob Silver- 
His brother Charles soon 
became connected with him in the 
business; they had their store in 


man. 


a building on the south side of 
Second street east of lowa avenue. 
Their competitors in the busi- 
ness, Stix & Oppenheimer, were 
located in a small building on 
the south of Second ‘street 
west of the When Stix 


left, Oppenheimer rszn the store 


side 


avenue, 


alone, and he bought the build- 
ing which the Silverman Bro’s, 
occupied, thus forcing them to 
get other quarters. Of course 
they did not like this, but Stein 


& Hill had fitted up some new 
rooms under the music hall where 
the McColm Dry Goods Co. now 
are. Silverman Bros. leased 
oue of the rooms and moved into 
itat once. They hada lease on 
their old room which did not ex- 
pire for some menths which they 
declined to surrender to Jacob, 
though he wanted it very badly. 
They were not satisfied to let it 
remainidle,so they hired a kind of 
a rough and tumble man and give 
him some of them bad or old stock 
and set him there to sell and in- 
sult every one that ventured in 
there to trade —the sales were not 
large but the effect was terrible 
on thesuccessor, Jacob. He soon 
found out how he was being 
worked, but he could not help 
himself. The Silveman’s claimed 
they were paying him off for the 
mean trick he had played on them. 
Jacob finally got possession and 
staid there until he left the city. 
He was a little unfortunate, 
though he made _ considerable 
money, but, as report said, his 
family spent it for him quite as 
fast as he made it. 


Sam. and [Louis Cohn were 
brothers of Jacob Silyerman’s 
wife and came here and learned 


the clothing business as clerks. 
Jacob Silverman generally took 
things easy and tried to enjoy 
himself as well as he was capable 
of doing. On one occassion he 
and his wife fitted up and at- 
tended a masquerade ball; of 
course he knew his wife’s costume 
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and masque, but while the daac- 
ing was going ou he observed his 
wife sitting down resting, so he 
went up to her and commenced 
~talking to her; she. nodded 
all right to suit him; 
he advised her not to dance so 
hard and get heated up, and one 
hardly knows how many injunc- 
tions he gave her. It happened 
that another lady was dressed in 
in nearly the same costume as 
Mrs. Silverman, and Jacob had 
made a mistake and found he had 
been talking to Mrs. Ed. Hoch 
instead of his wlfe. 

In the course of time Sam. 
Cohn concluded he wanted to do 
something for himself, so he 
launched out on his own hook; he 
opened a store on the south side 
of Second street west of Iowa 
avenue, and then there was trou- 
bie between Jacob und Samuel, 
but the matter was finally fixed 
up by the Silvermaus selling out 
to the Cohns. 

There are now ten places adver- 
tising clothing, one-half of the 
number learned, or partially 
learned, business with S. & 
L,. Cohn; one of these half 
dczen are just as liberal dealers 
as their old employers and are 
sharing the patronage with them. 
After the youxg clothing houses 
had been fitted up with new store 
fronts, the Cohn’s thought they 
were forced to put in a new front; 
they scoured the country. from 
Chicago to Des Moines to secure 
a plan for one that would ‘‘knock 


the 


any 


the others outon the first round.’ 
Well an elegant front was put iu 
—one that ts very hard to beat, 
but in order to make it more 
noticeable they huvg the front 
door left handed and almost every 
one who goes there notices it and 
but few bless it. It has worked the 
charm to perfection. 

A word about the senior mem- 
ber, Sam. Cohn. He is the most 
noted of any clothing dealer in 
our city, and perhaps the oldest 
one. He came here and learned 
the business with Jacob Silver- 
man, who was a democrat; of 
course he educated Sam to bea 
democrat. Sam. attended. the 
conventions and was usually a 
delegate, and frequently to the 
state conventions; he always paid 
his part of the expenses. He was 
made ccmmitteeman for this con- 
gressional district, and was one 
of the political magnets during 
the Hayes and Johnson time, and 
have no doubt but that he 
could have had an appointment 
to Maricaybo or Liberia, or some 
similar point, if he bad desired. 
Sam. lived for a long time in the 
2nd ward, when the ward rarely 


we 


gave anything but a democratic 
majority. On one occasion 
was elected alderman; 
out of the ward, 
had to resign. 


he 
he moved 
aud of course 
Not long after 
that he got the democratic 
nomination for mayor, 
other office but was 
beaten at the election. 


or some 

badly 
He took 
his defeat quite hard, and since 
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then kis politics have been some- 
what problematic. It eener- 
erally believed he voted for Mc- 
Kinley. Sam. had 
an eye to making money; on one 
occasion during the last campaign 
while Mexican dollars were 


is 


bas always 


worth but 54 cents, he noticed a 
merchant in arother place was 
selling 50¢ worth of goods and 
giving a Mexican dollar for one 
was 


United States dollar and 


Aan fy 2a 


doing a thriving business. Sam. 
concluded to try it here aud ac- 
cordingly secured a stock of Mex- 
ican dullars and opend up, they 
went finely for one or two days, 
when he was waited on by the 
silver men and informed that he 
must Stop it or they would boycot 


him. Sam had to stop and send 
his remaining Mexican dollars 
elsewhere. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 17, 1897; written by 
J P Walton. 


No. 


A lengthy notice in the News- 
Tribune of a recent date of the 
intended repairs on the gas hold- 
er, or perhaps a new holder or 
two, calls to mind some of the 
former owners of the gas 
in this city. The company was 
originally oganized on February 
19th, 1857, under the name of the 
Gas Light and Coke Co. of Mus- 
catine, with a capital stock cf 
$50,000, one-third of which 
owned and paid in by citizens of 
Muscatine; used in 
putting in the main pipes 
fitting up the and 
quite likely that this money 
used 1n 
Mr: Peter Jackson 
list 


works 


was 
this was 
and 
works, it 1s 
Was 
about all that was its 
construction. 
says he carried the around 
and got the signers, and was the 
secretary of the company. The 


first published officers were Ches- 


ter Weed, president; E. Klein, 
secretary; G. C. Stone, Jacob 
Butler, Peter Jacksod, W. C. 


Brewster, Joho G. Gordon, John 
B. Dougherty and Chester Wecd 
directors, and fohart, 
foreman. ‘The yas works were 


erected by a 


edward 


company of men 


14 

from Cincinnati, who made a 
business of going from oue place 
to another putting in ga3 works, 
a man by the name of Paine 
represented them while here. 
They put up the works, put down 
the mains, put up the gas posts, 
and made house connections and 
done fitting. Their price fur 
piping, putting pipes on the out- 
side of the plastering was 30 
cents per foot. They rarely 
up pipes any other way than 
of the plastering. I could vet 
any amount of pipe put upat the 
presenttime and have itconcealed 
under the plastering for 10 cents 
per foot. Their prices for fixtures 
were equally as large. 

When the Episcopal church 
people wanted to put in gas they 
got the pipes put in and wanted 
to use a lot of small brackets, the 
company would not let them have 
them for than 31.00 each; 
the church people got one of the 


put 
top 


less 


hardwure merchants 


to get the 
brackets in Philadelphia for 12% 
cents each, then the company re- 
fused to Jet the church have vas, 
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too many good customers in the 
church who made to much noise. 

To return to the beginning of 
my story, after the pipes were 
laid, the lamp posts put upand a 
few connections made wich pri- 
vate consumers, the company and 
the citizens held a celebration of 
the introduction of gas in Musca- 
tine, at Stein’s hall on August 
18, t57-. 8 Chis about the 
lime that the worst money panic 
we ever had beyun. 

Well the company did not start 
out with any fancy price, one in- 
formant says S6 per thousand, 
another $4.50, with an additional 
charge of 25 cents per month for 
meter rent. Of course such 
prices were not much of an in- 
ducement for new consumers and 
20 they cid not have many. 

Mr. Nicholas Barry tells me 
that wher he came here to take 
charge oi the works in 1866, he 
found them in charge of Robert 
Lincoln. with Douglas Viele as 
cashier and manager. They were 
in a bad condition every way and 
largely in debt. When Mr. Viele 
died Mr. Alex. Jackson took his 
place. Jackson surprised the ex- 
ecutive board by ordering a car 
load of coal from Pittsburg, 
bought his lime in large quan- 
lilies and managed things ona 
business basis. He soon got the 
company out of debt and made 
valuable improvements, although 
it never paid a dividend, only in 
one way, when the annual meet- 
ing occurred or when a few of the 


Was 


knowing ones. attended and 
elected their officers and closed 
up with a banquet which was 
charged to the gas company’s ex- 
pense. When the water works 
were put in Mr. Barry left the 
gas company and went into busi- 
eess for himself, which was the 
start of the Barry Manufacturing 
Company. 

In 1877, likely about the time 
the articles of incorporatioa of 
the gas company expired, along 
came Mr. Coverdale, of Cincin- 
nati, and bought up the stock, 
most of it sold for 20 to 30 cents 
on the dollar, although a few 
cranky stockholders got 50 cents 
on the dollar. Mr. Coverdale 
was a gaS man in every particu- 
lar; he brought his son-in-law, 
Childs, here for a superintendent. 
Mr. Coverdale put the plant in 
first-class order and brought Mr. 
James Hannan here to operate 
the works. 

The plant finally passed into 
the hands of Truman Cowell with 
Mr. Hannan as manager. Mr. 
Cowell tuok hold of the works 
under apparently good circum- 
stances, he extended the mains, 
had a good maty more street 
lamps put up, and got more con- 
sumers. He reduced the price of 
eas, cut off the annoying meter 
rent, and made it an inducement 
for 


consumers 


GO use &a 


oniy got fairly to 
along came an electric lighting 
company and secured a lot 


Muscatine citizens to help them, 
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and they undertook to put out the 
gaslights. Of course, Mr. Cowell 
had to deferd himself by putting 
in an electric light plant, which 
Hemain) SAtter as. short. | ex 
periment the electric light com- 
pany went under. Then another 
one was started by a Davenport 
company; they ‘*bucked” Cowell 
awhile and went under. 

A series of circumstances with 
which we are not familiar have 
placed both the electric light and 
gas plants into the hands of the 


‘ita luxury. 


Seevers’, who have recently con- 
nected them with the street car 
service. ‘They appear to be push- 
ing the business for all there is 
in it, and in some cases have at- 
tached the meter rent that indays 
of yore caused so much trouble. 
Since the gas company have 
commenced repairing the gas is 
superior to any produced for 
years - so much so, one considers 
We hope they will 
continue to make repairs. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days 


of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 24, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 
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The pine lumber interests in located it near where Huttig’s 


the early days began 1n a liinited 
way. The first saw-mill built 
here was erected by Cornelius 
Cadle in 1843; it stood on lot No. 


2, block’ No.9 18: Mr. Cadle 
came here from the east, bring- 
ing bis machinery with him. 
The log-way was on the 
back end of the miil; the logs 


that were rafted here in the river 
were run up wn Mad creek for a 
harbor, the log-way running 
down into the creek. The creek 
was deep enough to float logs in 
the lowest stage of water, the 
ground where lumber is now 
piled was so low that it was used 
for storing logs that were fluated 
in when the river was up, to be 
rolled in when it left. We have 
seen acres of logs on the lots 
worth of Front street. Cadle 
kept his little mill running a 
greater part of the year, cither on 
pine logs that were rafted here in 
a small way, or on hard wood logs 
that were hauled in from the tim- 
ber land around here. 

Inthe year 1844 parties brought 
the old Geneva saw-mill and 


office now stands. I think the 
parties that put this mill up were 
Colonel John Vannatta-and John 
G. Deshler. They started it un- 
der favorable circumstances at 
the time, but they did not agree. 
Col. John Vannatta was a very 
stout mar and not quarrelsome, 
but like most of the pioneer men, 
preferred tosettle his difficulties 
without resorting to the tedious 
aid of the law. J. G. Deshler 
was a large sized, long armed, 
bony man, in fact a skilled boxer, 
although not near as heavy or as 
stout a manas Vannatta. They 
disagreed about something, Van- 
natta started for Deshler who fell 
back to his early training, which 
he used to great advantage not 
allowing his antoganist to touch 
him. He punished Vannatta so 
severely that it stopped the mill. 
The mill then passed into the 
hands of Robert and Sam Kin- 
ney; they did not do much 
it; in fact not much work was 
done with either of the milis until 
the spring of 1847, when the 
Chambers brothers brought a lot 
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oflogs. Inthe autumn of 1846, the 
brothers William, Anderson and 


Isaac Chambers took their ox 
teams and went into the pineries 
on Black river and cut and 
brought down two log rafts with 
about a million feet in them. 
They rented the two mills and 
sawed the logs up, and carried on 
the business. The name of the 
firm was A. & J. Chambers until 
January 11, 1849, when the name 
changed to W. & A Chambers. 
In February 1853, Douglas Duns- 
more joined the firm when it was 
known as Dunsmore & Chambers 
and they cunuected the meranetil 
business with that of luniber. 

In 1858 they associated Cornel- 
ius Cadle with them under the 
name of Chambers, Cadie & Co. 
They took down the old Cadle 
mill and rebuilt it. (The other 
mill had stopped sawing and was 
converted into a stave factory.) 
Isaac Chambers having diel, John 
Chambers took his place in the 
firm. The new mill had a much 
larger capacity, and they con- 
nected it with a furniture manu- 
factory; they made turned ratl 
bedsteads a speciality, which was 
avery popular bedstead at that 
time aud sold large quantities. 
Turned rails and bed-cords area 
thing of the past. 

Chambers, Cadle & Co. run the 
saw-mill and Dunsmore & Cham- 
bers the store. ‘The store was 
situated on the north side of 
Second street between Sycamore 


aud Cedar, and occupied two 


buildings, one for merchandise, 
the other for furniture. 

How long Cornelius Cadle re- 
mained with them Iam unable to 
say, but things settled down to 
Duusmore having charge of the 
store, William attending to the 
mill, Anderson doing the out- 
side business, aud John attending 
to running the lath and shingle 
machines and the planing mills. 
They furnished employment for 
over two hundred men, those in 
the furniture department worked 
the year round. They were very 
successful in business wh.le they 
stuck to the lumber business. 

In 1862 the business was re- 
arranged, Vincent Chambers be- 
came a member of the firm, and a 
large packing house and grain 
elevator were added. The pork 
house was completed in 1864 and 
during the fall and winter they 
packed 27,300 hogs; many of the 
hogs cost the firm 8 to 10 cents 
per pound gross weight. The 
Jate war closed in the spring of 
1865, and with it’s closing, down 
went pork and other produce; 
this decline left the firm more 
than $100,000 short of what they 
expected. 

This pork house burned down 
in 1870 or °71. In 1860 the Cham- 
bers Brothers built an elevator at 
the foot of Oak street. This eleva- 
tor burned down on December 22, 
1869; the loss was $40,000, the 
insurance being $22,000. Tris 
elevator had handled more than 
a million bushels of grain in its 
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short existence. 

In 1870 a new saw-mill was 
erected above the mouth of Maa 
creek, which was afterwards sold 
to Dessaint and later tothe Musser 
Lumber Co., and on the 12th of 
June, 1881, it burned down. The 
Muscatine Lumber and Box Co. 
now have their factory on the 
ground, 

On August 25, 1874, the lower 
Chambers’ saw-mill and Baker's 
boiler shop burned down. A new 
planing mill was soon erected, it 
started operation on December 11 


of the same year. 
In 1876 the Chambers Brothers 


aftached a stone saw-miil to the 
planing mill. It was not profit- 
able and was soon discontinued. 

In November, 1878, Vincent, 
William, John and Anderson 
Chambers all started for Texas 
with a view of carrying on the 
milling business. in that state. 
They had no success there, neith- 
er did they make any at- 
tempt to regain their lost pres- 
tive here. ‘The Chambers Broth- 
were very honorable men; 
they could be relied on in any oc- 
casion. Anderson was a little 
Visionary, his operations did not 


ers 


always foot up _ successfully. 
Vincent could be classed in the 
list, while William was very con- 
servative, and John managed to 
keep the otbers within bounds. 
During the period of say twen- 
tv years from 1852 to 1872, no 
business concern figured more 
conspicously than did the Cham- 
bers Brothers. There was one 
member of the firm that should 
not be forgotton, Douglas Duns- 
more. He wasa native of Scot- 
land; was genial, affable, anda 
sharp, quick business man, but 
always ready to enjoy ajoke. I 
recollect calling in the store one 


day, when Dug. said ‘‘Fello, 
Walton, come here.” He lead 


the way out into the back shed in 
the rear of the store, where he 
had ‘a barrel with a hen init 
silting on a nest filled with China 
eggs. He said she nad been 
there six weeks and had not com- 
plained, and he did not know how 
much longer it would be before 
she would ‘‘come off.” 

All the different members of 
the firm are now dead, and their 
children have mostly left Musca- 
tine. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail May 1, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No 


In the year 1841 James Brent- 
linger came here and opened a 
tinner’s shop and stove store. 
Previous to this time the mer- 
chants handled all the tin cups 
and coffee pots, etc., and likely 
stoves; at all events Brentlinger 
was the pioneer. The first ex- 
clusive hardware store was opened 
by Breat & Miller in 1852. This 
was the first one that was con- 
‘fined to hardware. Movure & 
Ament opened a store and tin- 
shop, and H. W. Moore an iron 
and hardware store. 

In 1856, wnen the first directory 
was published, it claimed five 
places where stoves and tinware 
were kept, and three where hard- 
ware wason sale. Of those we 
are able toenumerate, were H. W. 
Moore, Brent & Miller, J. G. 
Gordon, Moore & Ament, James 
Tritch & Ce., George G. Mahan 
and Charles and W. R. Stone. 
Previous to 1859 the following 
chanyes were made: George G. 
Mahan had sold to David Hoyt. 
Hugh Wallace and Wm. A. 
Brownell had gone into the bust- 
ness; and by 1866 the hardware 


16. 


and tin store men had made the 
following changes: David Hoyt 
had transferred his stock to J. 
Daniels & Co.. W. A. Brownell 
Baa sold? tos-Jc.2- aeimlities ow Ge 
Clapp, and Beach & McQuesten 
had entered the field, and the firm 
of Charles & W.R. Stone had 
changed to Charles Stone. 

During the next three years to 
1869, Benjamin Beach had sold 
out his interest to Wim. McQues- 
ten; W. C. Clapp had taken in 
Jacob Fisch as a partner and the 
firm name was Clapp & Fisch; 
C. W. Fisher, John O'Donnell, 
and W.S. Parvin had opened tin 
shops and stove stores. 

Previous to 1874, J. J. Smith 
had retired and transferred 
stock toa Mr. Connell, * who lost 
it shortly afterwards by fire; C. 
W. Fisher ard John O*Donnell 
seem to have retired. Within 
the next two years Rk. T. Thomp- 
son Son & Co. had embarked 
in the business, J. G. Gordon 
was dropped from the list. Before 
1879 McQuesteu had taken in S. 
P. Sawyer under the name of Mc- 
Questen & Sawyer. 
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In 1883 the list of dealers in 
hardware as they appeared in the 
directory were H W. Moore, 
Jacob Fisch,’ McQuesten & Saw- 
yer, and Thompson Bros. In 
1886 the list stood the same. In 
1891G. C. Clapp, W. S. Parvin, 
‘Thompson Bros., Jacob Fisch & 
Sons, McQuesten & Sawyer, and 
C. W. Wells were the dealers in 
that line. 

In 1895 the list stood, Jacob 
Fisch & Son, M. N. Bond, Mc- 
Questen & Sawyer, Jordan & 
Klein, Thompson Bros., Geo. S. 
Clapp, and Bartemier & Fulliam. 
The latter firm having taken 


the stock of goods that belonged 


to H. W. Moore. Atthe present 
time those engagedin the business 
are George B. Fisch, J. A. Barte- 
mier, Thompson Bros., Jacob 
Fisch & Sons, McQuesten & Saw- 
ver, N. M. Bond, and George S. 
Clapp. . 

We will venture a few remarks 
on seme of the different individu- 
als that have sold stoves and tin- 
ware inthis city. I think J. G. 
Gordon was the first merchant 
of the number here, but he did 
not confine himself strictly to 
those lines of goods. Mr. H. W. 
Moore came here sometime during 
the forties; he opened an iron 
‘tere aud gradually added hard- 
ware. When the firm of Moore 
& Ament clesed out H. W. Moore 
took.the stock of stoves and tin- 
ware, and in 1868 he sold the 
Stoves and tinware to Clapp & 
Iisch, after which he went more 


exclusively into the hardware 
and wagon material, which busi- 
ness he continued until his death, 

Mr. H. W. Moore was a native 
of the state of Maine; he came 
west in 1838 or ’39, went into 
business in Burlington but was 


not successful there. He closed 
out his store in that city and 
came to Muscatine where he 


commenced anew. He always 
attended closely to his own pri- 
vate affairs. During business 
hours he could always be found 
in his little office keeping his cwn 
books which frequently took way 
into the night to keep them up. 
He was very close and frugal, 
for instance all the old and used 
envelopes in his office were cut 
open and laid in a pile onthe 
back of his desk for figuring on, 
nove went intothe waste basket 
until they had served that pur- 
pose. He made it a rule that 
every customer should settleup 
every six months and if any 
thing was due and not paid a 
note should be given for the ac- 
count, if payments were made at 
different times the interest at 
the rate oi 10 per cent would 
be calculated to that date and 
added in. He was strictly honest 
in all his dealings. When he 
came here he was an old whig, 
when that political party went 
under and the republican party 
started he affiliated with it unttl 
the presidential covention in 1860 
that nominated Liuscoln, Mr. 
Moore and myself were both 
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Seward men, and we were both 
disappointed inthe convention not 
nominating him. I kuow, for I 
associated and discussed politics 
with him at that time; he never 
forgave the republicans for leav- 
ing Seward out; on the contrary 
be worked with the Douglas dem- 
ociats. 

At that time Mr. Moore had an 
almost unlimited credit, the coun- 
try had not fully recovercd from 
the effects of the panic of 1857, 
and goods in his line were 
very low but advancing; he 
bought heavily and most of the 
goods sold at retail for double or 
trible their first value, and this 
advance made Moore rich. He 
became connected with many of 
our public improvements, such as 
water works, railroads, banks 
aud served ou the school board, 
also in the honorable oflice of 
alderman; in fact, movements of 
public interest could rarely be 
found where Mr. Moore was not a 
prominent man. Hewas one of 
the very few mercantile men who 
began poor and continued in busi- 
ness for a long time, and died 
rich. He was a prominent mem- 
ber of the Episcopal church and 
was one of 1ts wardens for 
years. 

Brent & Miller brought a stock 
of goods here in 1852 and com- 
menced business, they run per- 
haps two years when Miller went 
away taking the goods with him; 
he left his brother-in-law behind 
in the person of Rev. R. W. H 


many 


Brent—Father Brent as he was 
requently called. Brent 
mained here and farmed 
preached around at the school 
houses near the city. In 1865 or 
‘66, after the soldiers came home 
from the war of. the rebellion, 
the office of postmaster became 
vacant; the soldiers thought 
that they had saved the country 
and had a right to all the offices. 
The worst trouble was that too 
many wauted the office and in 
place of leaving it to the con- 
gressmnan to select a post master 
they all wanted to vote on it. 
Father Brent’ knew that a 
vacancy would occur, and having 
an eye to business while he was 
preaching around through the 
country he was electioneering for 
the ofice. Whenit came election 
time he got his forces in and 
voted them O. K. Among the 
soldiers there were eight or ten 
candidates and each of them 
some votes but Father Brent got 
more than any one, so he got the 
office, greatly to the annoyance of 
the soldiers and _ politicians. 
Since then no election for post 
master has been held in this city, 
the leaders don’t waut any more of 
that kind. 

The firm of James Tritch & Co. 
did not last long ia the hardware 
and stove business. 


res 
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got 


I have been 
informed that Tritch went to Den- 
ver and embarked in the banking 
business and became very weal- 
thy. George G. Mahan dealt in 
pianos and other musical instru- 
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ments, and I presume he was the 
first one to bring pianos here for 
“Je was a frst rate man 
socially; he transfered his store to 


sale. 


David Hoyt, a relative, and went 
on the road traveling fora St. 
Louis house, 1f I am correct. 


Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail May 8, 1897; written by 
‘ J P. Walton. 


No. 


In our review of H. W. Moore 
there was one item we intended 
to mention, his dislike of a 
law suit. There was no one in 
our city better pasted in commer- 
cial law than he was, and no 
one kept away from it any better 
than he did. On one occasion he 
had rented one of his Front street 
store rooms to a couple of young 
men fora shipping and cemmis- 
sion business; the young men did 
not agree, and each decided to 


fo into business on his own 
account. After dividing their 
effects, the question of who 
Should retain the old = stand 


came up, both wanted 1t and both 
claimed it, and both started for 
Moore’s store to secure the refusal 
of the room—oue went out the 


< 


xf 


front door, and the other out the 
back door. They both arrived at 
Moore’s office at the same time; 
each claimed the room, and each 
threatened to go to law about it 
if they could not get it without. 
Moore said, ‘‘Boys take the ad- 
vice of an old man, settle your 
difficulties without going tu law.” 
They took his advice and one re- 
tainedthe room. Wenever heard 
uf Moore commencing a law suit 
or of getting into but one. When 
the Muscatine Western railroad 
was built, Mr. Moore was one of 
the board of directors; a tax was 
voted by the city to aid in its con- 
struction; a majority of the tax- 
payers paid up but a large minor- 
ity refused to pay. They secured 
legal service and commenced 
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suits to prevent collection. In 
one of their moves they com- 
menced a criminal prosecution 
against the directors for fraud in 
some manner, but nobody was 
convicted. This so effectually 
disgusted Mr. Moore that he de- 
clared he would never take any 
partin any public improvement 
after that, which proniise he kept. 
When the high bridge was built 
across the river he would not 
take any stock, but be made the 
company a liberal donation, bow- 
ever. When the bridge was 
completed the stockholders found 
that they had a surplus and di- 
vided it up among themselves, 
not sharing with Moore or any 
other donors. 

The firm of Moore & Ament, 
stove and tinware dealers, was 
closed up somewhat suddenly. 
It came about in this way, in the 
summer of 1853 or ’54, the tinner 
Moore, as we called him fora ais- 
tinction from Henry W. Moore 
the iron dealer, took a 
lady of our city on a steamboat 
excursion somewhat to the an- 
noyauce of a blacksmith who 
lived here by the name of John 
Lower. John made some re- 
marks about them that Moore 
thought to be derogatory to the 
lady. Moore being a southern 
man he thought it was necessary 
to avenge the wrong, so he 
armed himself with a ‘*Derringer” 
and walked up behind Lower 
while he was drinking a glass of 
soda at Adam Reuling’s counter, 


young 


and shot him in the back at short 
range. Theshot was thought to 
be fatal, so Moore had to go to 
jail and while there some of the 
enthusiastic women of the city 
carried flowers to him in abund- 
ance. It soon became evident 
that Lower would not die at once, 
and Moore had an examination. 
It turned out that there was no 
cause for the shooting, so Moore 
was held in bail to appear at 
court, but before court convened 
he went off and left his bonds- 
men to settle with the state. The 
bond was found to be imperfect 
and was never paid. The effects 
of the firm were sold to H. W. 
Moore. Ament went into busi- 
ness with a Mr. Murry in manu- 
facturing wagons. 

In the year 1854 or °55, Charles 
and W. R. Stone opened a hard- 
ware store. Charles retained the 
sture a long time, if I atm correct, 
he closed it out and 
farming. Sometime previvuus to 
1860 W. R. Stone had withdrawi 
and, 1 think, went to Chicago; 
he is now in business in Duluth, 
Minn. Bill Stone was certainly 
a wag, who was hard to equal; 
any joke or rig that was going 
around the town which could not 
be traced to Bill Stone was flat. 
‘ne puns were too numerous to 
mention at this time. 

Previous to 1860 William A. 
Srownell, now a banker in Keo- 
kuk, opened a stove store and 
afterwards sold it to his brother- 
in-law, J. J. Smith, who did not 
make it pay very well. 
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The trouble with the stove 
business at that time was the de- 
cline in the price of gold, which 
frequently was one or two per 
ceut a day, and when resumption 
did come goods had declined toa 
panic price, in some instances to 
near one-half their first cost, 
while a man's note which he gave 
for money to purchase goods with 
did nct decline any. and it was a 
fact that while everything was 
flourishing the merchant was 
going under, the hardware busi- 
ness suffering the if 
pushed. 

We cannot well quit this sub- 
ject without mentioning the 
names of Clapp and Fish. They 
went into business in 1868, Clapp 
sold out to Fisch in 1878 and 
George Clapp entered in the place 
of his tather, the firm name con- 
tinuing to be Fish & Clapp until 
1880 when George Clapp with- 
drew and opened a store for him- 
self. Jacob Fisch commenced 
with H. W. Moore in 1859 and 
in 1868 he left Moore and went in 
partnership with Mr. Clapp. He 
is now in company with twe of 
his sons, Charles and Henry. 

George B. Fish, a son of Jacob 


worst 


Fish, is doing business on the 
north side of Second street east 
of Sycamore; Jacob Fisch & Sons 
are located on the south side of 
Second street near Towa avenue; 
McQuestion & Sawyer, and 
Thompson Bros. are both on the 
north side of Second street east 
of Chestnut; George Clappat the 


corner of Second and Sycamore 
streets; J. A. Bartemeier on the 
south side of Second street west 
of Cedar, at H. W. Moore’s old 
stand, and N. M.Bond on the 
south sideof Second street east of 
Cedar. Whilesome of the hard- 
ware and stove men have not 
been successful we think it has 
beer: the most prosperous. of any 
mercantile business in our city. 
Jacob Fisch is the senior hard- 
ware dealer in our city; heisa 
native of Germany, came _ to 
America when young and settlcd 
in Moscow with his father, where 
he learned thé hard work of a 
pioneer life. S. W.. Stewart in 
his history of Moscow makes the 
following mention of the familv: 
‘In 1844 there was a good run 
of sugar water. South of the 
city, near Sugar creek, there were 
two camps. One, owned by 
George Hunt, was run by J. B. 
Yeager and his boy; the other by 
Aurk and Jacob Fisch. On one 
nice Saturday, near the close of 
the season, some of the boys hap- 
pened in the bottom hunting a 
bite for Sunday, and found by 
accident that the day’s boiling 
would not be ‘‘sugared off” until 
Suuday or Monday. About larger 
places, like Moscow, there are 
apt to be some who neither fear 
God nor regard man, and Moscow 
was no exception, Fiveof Mos- 
cow's hoodlums suddenly devel- 
oped an intense appetite for 
maple syrup. When darkness 
sufficiently intense had settled on 
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the landscape, they quietly left 
the cosy streets of Moscow. 
Upon close inspection they found 
nearly a barrel of syrup about 
ready for the final process of 
“sugaring off’? at each place. 
The camps were about three hun- 
dred yards apart. A large wal- 
nut log was selected midway be- 
tween the camps; a kettle from 
each camp was brought up; a fire 
was kindled; the syrup placed in 
proper position to make maple 
molasses; a sharp ear was kept 
for approaching footsteps; noth- 
ing worse than the hoot of an 
owl] was heard; the hoodlums had 
an immense appetite for maple 
syrup; paddles, spoons and skim- 
mers were kept in constant use. 
By two o’clock their appetites 
were somewhat relieved, and the 
syrup had given out. It may 
seem strange that five persons 
should get outside of sixty gal- 
lons of syrup in one night, but 
such is the tradition in this case. 


A description of the five will 
comeinorder now: ‘T'wo of them 
were six feet high but rather 
slim; they had the appearance of 
having been stretched by some 
special process; they extended up 
but not wide out. One of the 
others was a rather large man 
with a good capacity for holding. 
The remaining two were boys 
about twenty years old; their ca- 
pacity for hiding syrup was 
enormous. 

“On Sunday the: Yeager boys 
came down to “sugar off” their 
Saturday’s work, but it was gone, 
barrel, kettle and all. Itis of no 
use to talk; what they said would 
have been altogether out of place 
at a prayer meeting or atea party. 
On Monday morning Fisch and 
Aurkcame down. Well, the boys 
could not tell what they said; 
they talked in ‘‘dutch;” only they 
could hear it for a month when 
they went into the woods.” 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail May 1f5, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 18. 


In 1839 as the village of Bloom- 
ington, now Muscatine, began to 
grow, the demand for milk be- 
came a fixed fact. To meet that 
demand, although small, our own 
father, Amos Walton, who’ lived 
on the farm where the tile works 
is now located, fitted out his boy, 
Josiah, with an old Indian 
pony and a couple of jugs to 
peddle milk. The jugs were put 
in a sack one at each end and 
swung across the pony’s back, 
and the boy mounted on top. 
This trip was made six timesa 
week but never on Sunday. We 
would get up early in the morn- 


ing, ride to town, deliver our 
milk and by the time we got 
started home it: began to grt 


warm, the pony got lazy and we 
got sleepy. Idon't think we ever 
fell off, but came very near it 
many times. The road crossed 
Mad creek near the Warfield mill 
Ninth street bridge 
Thts 


was run by water from the creek; 


where the 
now spans the creek. mill 
the old dam and mill race can be 
seen at the present time from the 
bridge, they having been located 


‘just above. the bridge. After 


crossing the bridge we took the 
right hand road that leads up by 
the old log. cabin, now standing 
on Dr. James Weed’s farm, from 
there the road bore a little to the 
left and tollowed the top of the 
bluff until it nearly reached Mr. 
Giesenhaus’ farm, when it went 
down over the point of the bluff. 
This road was among the big oak 


trees—every-tree along the route 
had three notches cut 1n their 
sides. J used to notice them 


every trip and wondered how they 
cam? there. Ihave since learned 
that they were ‘road markers 
probably put there by the sur- 
veyors when the road was sur- 
veyed. .We have wandered some- 
what from our subject. We con- 
tinued the horse-back milk busi- 
ness for the season of 1839. In 
the spring of 1840 we moved up 
to Geneva proper and occupied 
the house erected by Sarvey Gil- 
lett, and one-horse 
wagon, and added garden vege- 
tables to our business. We had 
only gotten fairly started until 
ve had competition in the person 
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of Miss Cad Fish, sbe hauled 
her ‘tgarden truck” around in a 
one-horse cart. J hada one-horse 
wagon vot nearsoclumsy. We 
lived at Geneva and run the milk 
and vegetable wagon during the 
years 1840 and 1841 

In the spring of 1842 we moved 
down onto Muscatine Island. 
After that time most of our ped- 
dling was melons, the milk trade 
was dropped, others took our 
place. Old Tommy Morford fol- 
lowed the vegetable and fruit 
business, for the Muscatine Is- 
land was not at that time con- 
sidered a suitable place for vege- 
table growing. The Smalleys, 
John especially, grew great quan- 
tities of pie-plant, they also raised 
other garden truck. There were 
several along down the slough who 
made a business of supplying our 


local market—a Mr. Huber for 
one. 
After Mr. Johu Barnard came 


herein 1851, and bought out Mr. 
Walliker, he had his share in 
the ‘truck and fruit” line. Dr. 
James Weed manipulated the 
nlilk trade for, sav, 1850 to 1860. 
He brought here a fine herd of 
Devon cattle, which were the 
premium herd of the west for fine 
milkers, but they were not ood 
stockers. When the milk busi- 
ness stopped the Devon cattle dis- 
appeared. Weare not going to 
follow up the milk and vegeta- 
ble business for after the grocer- 
ies commenced nandling ‘truck” 
there were but peddlars engaged 


in it. 

About 1870 Benjamain Middle- 
ton settled on the island and 
commenced to raise vegetables on 
quite a large scale for the city; 
he did not ship auy vegetables 
until about 1872. when T. B. 
Holcomb and Wm. H. Hoopes 
joined in the business. _ Hoopes 
had been in a grocery store and 
knew what could be done ship- 
ping. The three formed a part- 
nership to raise and ship vege- 
tables, sweet potatoes and melons 
under the name of Middleton, 
Hoopes & Holcemb. This firm 
lasted for a number of years; Mid- 
dleton died, then Hoopes & Hol- 
comb managed the interest. In 
the meantime the Vails bevan to 
operate, especially in 
and sweet potatoes. 

At the present time there are 
several leaders in the line of gar- 
den vegetables. We make the 
following estimate of the proba- 
ble acreage of this year: The 
first article in open air cultiva- 
tion to sell is asparagus of which 
as near we can ascertain there is 
about 100 acres. J. E. Hoopes & 
Co., W. H. Hoopes & Sons, C. B. 
We, ls . Holcomb, '~M.. A. 
Smith and Hahn Bros. are the 
principal raisers and shippers. 
The firm of J. KE. Hoopes & Co. 
in one day cut and shipped 240 
boxes containing 24 bunches of 
asparagus in each box or 5,760 
bunches. About 80} acres are 
in early radishes; early peas and 
beans, 40 acres; early cabbage, 
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60, aud early tomatoes 45 acres. 
This amount of vegetables find a 
market all over the northwest 
from Chicago te the Rockeys. 

But few Irish potatoes are 
raised on Muscatine Island. 
Sweet potatoes are a specialty, 
last fall all the storage houses 
were full, they having a capacity 
of 60,000 bushels. It is quite 
likely that more than that 
amouut was sold before putting 
uptime, making at least 120,000 
bushels raised last year. This 
year the acreage will not be as 
large 

Of the melons, tast year there 
were some 500 carloads shipped, 


and it is probable that 200 car- 
loads were sold otherwise, mak- 
ing 700 carloads or 700,060 mel- 
ous. 

Muscatine Island has one very 
serious drawback, it is the most 
nothern point for raising melons 
for market to any extent; it 
makes the season very short, and 
when they ripen they ripeu all at 
ouce, andif not disposed of quick- 
ly the cold weather sets in and 
stops the sale of them. 

There isa question frequently 
asked, who shipped the first car- 
load of melons from the island. 
We will answer James Wiggins, 
probably in 1862. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


THE WHOLESALE 


Business in the Barly Days of Muscatine. 


BY’ J -P. WALTON. 


No. 


One of the earliest mercantile 
houses in our town was Jennison 
& Stone. These two gentlemen 
first met at Lafayette, Indiana. 
Mr. H. Q. Jennison was a civil 
engineer aud was engaged in sur- 
veying for a canal. Me. F.H. 
Stone had just graduated and 
came west to teach school; he did 
not succeed well at that business, 
and gave it up. He applied to 
Mr. Jennison for a job as chain 


carrier. Mr. Jennison soon 
found him to be ae very 
worthy and talented man, and 


knowing of a stock of evods for 
sale cheap, proposed to Stone to 


purchase the goods and. bring 
them to Towa. Jennison had 
probably been here before. They 


brought the goods to this place 
in the spring of 1839, aud opened 
in a small building on Front 
street, near where the Oat Meal 
mill now stands. During that 


LQ. 


year Mr. Jeunison’s family came 
west, his wife having velatives 
living here. 

At that time Bloomingion had 
but little of anythiny to sell, so 
their sales were not so much on 
the trade order as they 
afterwards. Jennison & Stone 
sold out their interest 1n the store 
to George Humphreys, another 
unmarried 


were 


moved the 
stock of goods into a building on 
the southwest corner of Chestnut 
and Second street. 

Mr. Stone went to clerking for 


man, who 


Mr. Joseph Bennett where he re- 
mained until he was elected treas- 
urer and recorder of the county. 
He then vave up 


> 


the mercantile 
business fur a term of five years. 
Previous to selling out to Hum- 
phreys, F. H. Stone went into 
partnership in asmall wavy with 
Jack Richman and packed pork; 
the pork wasdry saited ia bulk, 
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and what part of it was salted 
well was sold, but a portion of 
the pork spoiled and the venture 
proved to be unprofitable. 

We spoke about George Hum- 
phreys being a bachelor. So was 
Fred Stone and most of the men 
here in the year 1840. Fred H. 
Stone married the daughter of 
Dr. Fairchild. After serving 
five years in the court house as 
county treasurer and recorder, he 
went intu the drug business with 
Mr. Pliny Fay. Wheao Mr. Fay’'s 
health gave out and he went to 
California, Mr. Stone bought his 
interest in the store. After the 
death of Mr. Stone, Mr. Theodore 
Krehe bought the stock of goods. 

WHOLESALE BUSINESS. 

From 1848 to 1858 Muscatine 
was the most important distribut- 
ing point in Iowa. Situated 
on the bend of the Mississippi 
river, the ‘tapex” as it was after- 
wards called, this city was the 
most. accessible of all the river 
towns. Here a good wholesale 
business was done, especially in 
the grocery business. The lead- 
ing house in that line was J. S. 
Hatch & Co., composed of J. S. 
Hatch and Seth Humphreys. 
They occupied two of the lower 


rooms of the Ogilvie House block, 
Nos. 75 aud 76, Water street. 
They aiso had out a sign as com- 
mission merchants, and they did 
an immense amount of business. 
Some years ago ] met a man that 
was one of their shipping clerks; 
he said they would frequently re- 
ceive a barge load of coffee ata 
time. We doubt very much if 
any of our wholesale merchants 
at the present time receive a car- 
load at any one time. Hatch & 
Co. built the large brick house at 
the west end of Second street, 
now owned by the Va.l Bros., oc- 
cupied by the Commercial Club. 
The room on the east side was 
built and finished off for a whole- 
sale clothing room. The name 
of the firm waschanged to Hatch 
Humpbreys & Co., consisting of 
J. Ss, Hatch, Seth Humphreys 
and Wm. S. Humphreys. don’t 
think they ever handled much, if 
any, clothing. When the panic 
of 1857 came on and ali the wild 
cat money, about the only cur- 
reccy we had, went under, the 
firm hada great amount due them 
from country merchants which 
was impossible to collect. They 
went out of business not much 
richer than when they went in. 
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Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail May 20, 1897; written by 


J P. Walton. 


No. 


The change of the name of 
Bloomington to Muscatine is a 
question that is being agitated at 
the present time. Through the 
kindness of Henry Jayne, who 
has been overhauling the old 
papers at the Court House, Iam 
in possession of the original peti- 
tion to the court for the change. 
It is a rare old paper of autc- 
graphs of tke early settlers of 
Bloomington; there are some two 
hundred names signed in their 
“own proper hand.” We give 
below the petition and other 
papers, together with the signa- 
tures; those marked with * are 
supposed to be living, 20 in all. 
The decree was granted on the 
7th.of June 1849, by Hon. James 
Grant. Following is the peti- 
tion: 

The State of Iowa, Muscatine county, 
ss; District Court of the State of lowa, 
within and forthe county of Mus- 
catine, June term, 1849: 

The ‘undersigned Jand holders in the 
vicinity of the town of Bloomington, in 
the county of Muscatine in the state of 
lowa, think it desirable to change the 
name of the town to that of Muscatine 
for the following reasons: 


20. 


i.. Frequent miscarriages of letters 
by mail occur by reason of there beivg 
towns-in Missouri, Kentucky, Indiana 
and Illinois of the same name. 

2. Burlington is sometimes mistaken 
by postmasters for Bloomington, and 
mail matter is carried to and hes at the 
former place that 1s destined for the 
latter. aoe 

3. The reason for adopting the name 
of.. MUSCATINE —is obvious—it 1s the 
name of one of the most noted and con- 
spicious land marks on the Mississippi 
river, a name co-eval with the first dis- 
covery of the course of the river by La 
Salle, at the head of which the town is 
situated, and isthe name of the county 
of which the town is the seat of justice. 
There is no other town within the 
knowledge of your petitioners of the 
same name, | 
LC Hine, 
Moses Couch, 


Thos M Isett, 
Adam Ogilvie, 


Suel Foster, 
Henry Reece, 

J Willams, 

Geo Reeder, 
James Swem, 
Stephen Whicher, 
W G Worsham, 
*1) C Cloud; 

Ed Olmsted, 

*J Scott Richman, 
Jas A Humphreys, 


William Sherwood, 


*lohn Lemp, 


Pliny Fay, 

H H Hine, 

k H Stone, 
Richard Cadle, 
Nath Hallock, 
John B Dougherty, 
B Bartholomew, 

A Jackson, 
Wallace & Breading 
John M Beaumar, 
Thos Wood, 

jas Borland, 

Thos W Moore, 
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Lucian Chatheld, 

* Luke Sells, 

G L Branhams, 

TG F Hunt, 

A O Warteld, 

B F Howland, 

li W Moore, 

Jacob Butler, 

Chas O Waters, 

Geo D Stevenson, 

john H Dayton, 

T M Barlow, 

} S Fenimore, 

J G Gordon, 

J A Green, 

*Win A Drury, 

Jas P Kelly, 

W H Appler, 

W Binna, 

Lyman Smith, 

{) Dunsmore, 

C Browning, 

Michel Greeno, 

AH Smith, 

James B Foushee, 

M Block, 

MoM Berkshire, 

1) R Warfleld, 

} Blake, 

~— Becke, 

Erwin Will, 

Geo Stroup, 

Henn Felchmann, 

1} Q Jennison, 

Robert Tillard, 

David K Waters, 

Jacob Way, 

Devore Parmer, 

i. Stewart, 

} C Webler, 

kt Plummer, 

} W Richman, 

John Dawson, 

jeremiah McMin- 
omy, 

john Seiler, 

W D Ament, 

G W Parmer, 

Lemuel L Purcell, 

4 Washburn, 


aft 


Samuel Anderson, 
Horace Deming, 
James S Aller, 


. IN Hudson, 


N L Stout, 
Chas Fowler, 


_ Chester Weed, 


Jos B Messick, 
Andrew Fimple, 
A T Boon, 

E Hatch; 

Luther H Wreys, 
Alexander Fulton, 
W S Ayrs, 

IC Day, 

EH Albee, 

DG McCloud, 
John Reed, 

G C Harvey, 
Jackson Benidger, 
WH Lilly, 

J Bennett, 

H Matthews, 

C L Phelps, 

*Wm Gordon, 
*John C Dietz, 

G W Humphreys, 
=l DD. Parmer, 

F Thurston, 

P L Washburn, ~ 
35 Lakin, 

GW Willmering, 
Johann Achter, 
Charley Williams, 
James Strong, 
John L Cummins, 
*Adam Reuling, 
Cyrus Spring, 

j W Kane, 

T M Homlbs, 
David H Shupe, 
*Chas Norman, 


Mark Kirkpatrick, 


I McCullough, 
W Williams, 

Ansel 
AP Arkin, 


ONS bunbar, 


D J Parvin, 
*James Drisbine, 


~ *Franklin Mormon, 
Oliver Brisbine, 


Humphreys, 


G A Springer, 

J] H Dunno, 

G M Kinsley, 
*] P Freeman, 
Henry Molis, 
*Barnhardt Beil, 
Conrad Stahl, 
John P Fulton, 
A b& Goldsberry. 
John Rukee, 


Wm Leffingwell, 
A Fisher, 

C Hastings, 

Jim Dorman, 
Jacob Mahin, 

A B Robbins. 
Giiilerry, 
HOWiG Terry: 
-*Abram Smalley, 
joseph Crane, 
Malen Brown, 
John Fyock, 
Joseph R Reece, 
Thos Crandol, 

S G Stein, 

X P Feifer, 
CHGrand M D, 
Rohert Douglass, 
W F White, 
John j Lucey, 
Noah M McCormick 
*Jos Bridgman, 
Lewis Peterson jr. 
John J Huber, 

A T Banks, 

John Zeigler, 

H H Garnes, 


Joseph Brisbine, 
*Wm L Browning. 
*Peter Jackson, 
Jas M Jarboe. 

H D LaCossitt, 
Jacob Hagan, 
L C White, 

P Downy, 

Thos Graham, 
B Cullin, 

A Washburn, 
Henry Fowler, 
*John Roth, 
Carl Kierck, 
*\Vm Butler, 


-Patterson Simpson, Alfred Purcell. 


The township officers whose 
names appear on the back of the 
petition are: 

President—E Overman. 

Trustees—W St Jobn, J G Gordon, J. 
Butler. 

St Com—C Kegel. 


The State of Iowa, Muscatine county, 

SS: 

Lyman C. Hine, sheriff of Muscatine 
county, lowa, on oath, states that there 
are the names of at least twelve land 
holders in the vicinity of the town of 
Bloomington. L, C, HINE. 

Sworn and subscribed in open court 
this 4th of June, 184g D.C. CLoun, 

Justice of the Peace. 


The State of lowa, Muscatine county, ss: 
The undersigned citizens of Musca- 
tine county and Bloomington, lowa, be- 
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ing duly sworn, say that they are satis- 
fied that more than three-fourths of the 
inhabitants of said town desire the name 
thereof changed to that of “Muscatine,” 
and they further say that they know of 
no other town or village in this State of 
the same name with that which Is prayed 
for in the petition. 

Andrew J Fimple, 

J Scott Richman, 

Stephen Whicher, 

IC Day. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 5th day of June, 1849. 
DAG ELouD; 
Justice of the Peace, 
The petition and papers were 
filed June 6, 1849, Richard Cadle 


being county clerk. 


Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail June 5,1897; written by 
J. P. Walton, 
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In the spring of 1837 Adam 
Ogilvie brought a small stock of 
goods here and opened a store in 
a log cabin on Front street, ip 
company with a man named Ab- 
bott. Ogilvie soon commenced 
to build a new store building on 
lot 4, block 11, on Front street, 
where Gobble’s wholesale grocery 
now is located. It was some 22 
by 40 feet, two-stories high; the 
second story he used for a dwell- 
ing. This building had but little 
sawed lumber in it; the posts 
aud studding were hewed, the lath 


eo i 


and siding boards were spht out 
of timber growing on the lot, or 
near by. This buiiding was af- 
terwards moved to the north side 
of Third street east of Iowa ave- 
nue, on lot 3, block 55, and was 
veneered with brick. While oc- 
cupying this store Mr. Abbott 
died, likely in 1838. 

Ogilvie sold out to “arvey 
Gillett and John A. Parvinin the 
spring of 1840. While Gillett 
was the principal owner the store 
stood inthe name of J. A. Parvin. 
In the spring of 1841 Ogilve took 
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the store back and associated 
Peter Jackson with him. Mr. 
Jackson had been clerking in the 
store since 1839. The store then 


stood Ogilvie & Jackson. They 
packed pork, made bacon of it 
wud were not particular about 


their smoke house,as the skip- 
pers got in it and they lost most 
ot the bacon. 

In 1845 Jackson bought Ovgil- 
vie’s interest in the store. Ogul- 
vie then went to building his 
large brick residence on Ogilvie 
hill, now occupied by Col. C. C. 
facta Ovilvie’s son-in-law. 

After completing this house, 
which he did in a coupleof years, 
Ovilvie wanted to go in the store 
again with Jackson, but Jackson 
had got to running alone and 
wished to continue so; he had built 
a brick store on Front street 
about the middle of block 11, be- 
tween the Avenue and Chestnut 
street; he had married and lived 
up stairs, and had things his own 
way. 

Mr. Ogilve then took William 
St. John in with him in the mer- 


cantile business. They did a 
smashing business for two or 
three years. 


Ovilvie’s next adventure in the 
way of building was the hotel 
(the Ogilve House} now the Com- 


mercial Hotel. This was too 
much for the times. He associ- 
ated a man by the name 
of Brinton Darlington with 
him in the building, a 
main who had no definite 


foundation began 


was needed for a 
They built a four-story 
building, using the lower story 
for store rooms. They succeeded 
in getting the roof on, when the 
to settle and 
the side walls crack. ‘hey com- 
menuced to tinker with the walls 
one time and another, until they 
have been mostly removed. The 
west the Avenue is 
about all that remains of the first 
foundation aud. that should be 
taken out. 

But to go back to the mercan- 
tile business, they had the lower 
rooms finished off, in which they 
opened a store. Ogilvie & St. 
John bought the Nevada mill, 
put up the building where the 
Knight of Pythian’s hall is, and 
moved their store up there. They 
did an immense amount of busi- 
ness, but the same difficuity hit 
them that did others in like busi- 
ness—the railroads cut off the 
grain and pork trade. The re- 
sult was that Ovilvie & St. John 
got heavily in debt, and they sold 
out to Waters & Johns, two voung 
men who had been clerking for 


idea of what 
hotel. 


wall along 


them. Ogilve remained at the 
head of affairs as usual. When 
the war broke out Johns went 
into the army as captain and was 
killed. Waters went in company 
with J. G. Gordon, the firm name 


being Gordon & Waters. Then 
the stock of goods had E. P. 
White and White & Convers as 
owners. Ogilvie still stayed 
around the store; he died on Feb 
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5. 1865, with little or nothing left 
for him in the store, so the pro- 
prietor said. 

Mr. Ogilvie was one of the 
most genial and affable mer we 
had; he was liberal to a fault. 
I have been informed that he was 
the most liberal donor for the 
erection of the Presbyterian 
church, of which he was a mem- 
ber; he was more widely known 
than any other man in our town. 
He should have been arich man, 
he had every advantage to be be 
so, if he had embraced them. He 
was the principal commissioner 
to sell the lots on the commission- 
er’s quarter section, which em- 
braced the most popular part of 
the town. Ogilvie bought a 
good many lots for himself. Lot 
8 in block 146, on which I live, 
was bought from the commission- 
ers by Mr. Ogilvie, and he sold it 
to me. At one time a tract ot 
land adjotwning the city, owned 
by D. R. Warfield, containing 131 


acres, was put in the hands of 
Peter Jackson as trustee, tu 
secure the payment of $250 that 
Warfield owed Ogilvie for mer- 
chandise. Jackson held it as 
long as the time agreed upon and 
then offered it at public sale, 
Ogilvie bid it in for the amount 
of the claim, $250, and gut it. 
Of course such dealings as that 
forced Warfield to take advantage 
of the bankrupt law and square 
off, which a great many did about 
that time. There was absoiutely 
no money atall here then, what 
little stuff we had to sell was 
taken to St. Louis and bartered 
for goods. No money came back 
from the sales of it. 

Mr. Adam Ogilvie was the first 
merchant here, he worked hard, 
was strictly honest, handled a 
large amount of merchandise, 
and like a majority of our early 
merchants he was not wealthy 
when he _ died, but he was 
respected and missed by all. 
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Recollection of Business tn the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail June 12, 1897; written by — 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


The first harness manufacturer 
in the town of Bloomington was 
John M. Kane. He kept a har- 
ness shop in a one story building 
on the north side of Second 
Street, west of Chestnut, near 
where Jas. St. John now has his 
grocery store. Kane kept ‘‘bach,” 
and, I think, H. H. Hine bached 
with him. I sold milk to them. 
Kane was the first saddler and 
harness maker in the county; he 
followed that business for twelve 
or fifteen years; when he got 
ready he got married and bought 
a farm and settled down to rais- 
ing hogs. Hedied many years 
ago, his widow is yet living 
although married a second time 

In the spring of 1843, a young 
Scotchman came here and opened 
a shop in a little building 
on Front street, between Jowa 
avenue and Chestnut street; he 
made saddles and harness and 
kept a wholesale leather store ir 
a small way. We havea practical 
knowledge of what he kept, as 
we commenced farming that 
spring on Muscatine island, and 
we were in close circumstances, 


and being out of snoes, we went 
to the merchant we had been 
trading with, Peter Jackson, and 
wanted a pair on credit; he de- 
clined to accomodate us. I have 
often thought that he did us 
more good 1n the refusal than he 
did for himself, for he taught 
us independence—a good lesson 
fora young man. We scratched 
around and gathered together 
money enough to purchase leath- 
er of our then wholesale Scotch 
leather dealer, Mr. Alex. Jackson, 
and made our ownshoes. Their 
fashion was not like others had, 
but they answered the purpose. 

Mr. Alexander Jackson started 
in the harness and saddle busi- 
ness in the spring of 1843 and 
he soon commenced to increase 
his business. He had at times 
a dozen or more men working for 
him, and perhaps twenty or 
thirty. Many of the present 
harness makers were then boys 
Jearning their trades. 

In 1856 Mr. Jackson sold out to 
Mr. W. H. Taylor, who kept the 
shop, which was then located in 
the store room east of the Her- 
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shey State Bank, for abouta vear; 
he sold out to Bell & Wilson. 
They in turn, after a year or so, 
sold to F. M. Erwin, then after, 
say two years, Harry Lofflaad be- 
came its manager. He in turn 
sold to H. S. Compton, who oc- 
cupied a building on the north 
side of Second street, east of 
Sycamore, 

During Compton’s management 
the war. broke out. Harry got 
very patriotic, and he was made 
a commissary or quartermaster, 
or something that made him 
quite conspicuous in his own esti- 
imation. He had several men 
working for him; on one occasion 
three of his men entered into a 
written agreement if either of 
the number volunteered the other 
two would. They went up to the 
enlisting office and Thomas J. 


Melvin wrote down his uame, 
then William Fessler followed 
and Joseph Bilkey hadto. They 


were among the three mouth’s 
men, and after their term of 
service was over Bilkey and Fes- 
ler bought out Harry Compton. 
After Harry left for parts un- 
known to most of us Builkey 
Fesler did not succeed to Bilkey’s 


and 


satisfaction, so he sold ouf to 
Fesler and went to farming. Fes- 


ler in turn sold to Ruvlemen & 
Co., the wholesale men from 
whom he got his supplies. 

Thomas Melvin then went in 
with Fesler. Itis presumed they 
worked together until Fesler’s 
death. 


Joseph Bilkey farmed for a 
year or two when he returned to 
the city and bought- an: interest 
in a shop run by Martin Herwig 
on the west side of Iowa avenue, 
south of the alley beweeu Second 
and Third streets. Aftera short 
time Bilkey bought his partner 
out aud took his son in with him. 
The son now deals in that line of 
goods. 

In 1869 J. Rublemen & Co. 
were wholesaledealers and were 
under that name for ten or twelve 
years, when the name _ was 
changed to W. H. VanNostrad. 
At his death the business was 
closed. Later a new company 
was organized under the name of 
the VanNostrand Saddlery Co. 
This company now runs a large 
factory on Front street, between 
Sycamore and Cedar streets, and 
doing a large business, al! 
on Muscatine capital. 

A brief review of the character 
of some of the old saddlers will 
not be out of place. J. M. Kane 
Was a pioneer in every sense of 
the word; coming here before 
1840 a young man, although he 
had been previously married 
and had a son, one’ would 
suppose he would adopt habits 
of a new country, whiskey drink- 
ing, etc., but he did not. He 
was always genial and courteous, 
his shop was a kind of a loafing 
place—-a club room as it would 
be called now—and Jonn enjoyed 
it. Elis rival in business, Alex. 
Jackson, had no loafing around 


1S 


ce a ee 


= 


+e tl ct ote ‘Oqssol 
| ob beninior aif ‘wadw ow! 16 199% 
eRe OB dibyuod bes yi od3 | 08 1 1494 A pared 
(ole nods nivel To. 
-od hos Med ysl .osd7 

‘pid ai oF 


yivwH sinsM yd owt qode s vi 


wuweve awol To obie Jeow od? no 


brow noowsd yoiln ody to diu08 
rode TTA. 299s bint. bik 


youre eid tdyned. ytitoais 


wectu dtiw ai ace eid doot bus duo 
lo sail sod) ri elnob won uoe od T 
#booy 
mo vd hrstesstehsit Ls @paT ‘al 
vow bag erslseb ulseslor w s10W 


srlowd To 190) vot Sisk 146d4h95bou 


saw oman end? pelw. 21897 
baneovineV © Wes begaedo 
anw eeomaud od tlizeb. eid TA 
qrngmes Gow a Fal | .bseols 
to genaser otf? tobheie bests yo 254 
oo. qilbhat. beaieeKion Vo) 
spel 6 ett wot ymagmos zidT 


nsowied josvhe SHOT no yWwlo5F 


bas 2fosve 18b90 bas stomsas(¢ 
‘in ezooiend oyiel B yooh at 
Jjstiqa®) soimssenlt no 
Talos tH> ose waiver told A 
\liw evobbee blo of? Ie omoe to 
seh .M.%  .selg Fouho od! tow 
jo enoe YISVO Bi TOsAeTg 8 eow 
soled Sisd’ ghiaos “shrow | rit 
ott Syvortls nike tgareg se OPE 


bshviace ylencreong “eond bed” 


george of tue ‘Blok Sit oe ,t 
shoirh qadeidw peau. wom B le =25% sjhhlibel of Yivow f bt 


si 
uovuen bne ising equw ie ea suorl oes 
yotnel « to brits ee 


i a 


So hae ney 


binow! sfonde «heel Geb 
ziidgd sqobs ‘binow od 


jon bib on sunt ys ay 


iimwow 31° 2H MOOT 


pe ae ah 


“ont 08 


’ a J rs ty ie a r ; 


2) re 
ie ted i 
Rik 


| Bin 


pte Ss es pei . 


Tvyenem @ eli oms> 
209 dilw normed 2 A oF blog 
dion eat no yoiblind s bsiquia’ 
lo Jena ,to9132 base lo shia ie 
910M LIYE i 
{iseisumeben e noesqgimod goin 
fog pte” Yao odoxd sw odd » 
Shain enw od bus iottteg uay 
Diiswiaieep w yrareitnmod & - 
mit dbne Jods gaidtsomoa ” in 
-iteo nwo eid tl auouolqenod otinp 
asa {sisvse bed of .ndileg 7 
Ho128920 480 HO {Mit YO yoishiow 
& isi beeing sem eid to 
lo 14ehtis VW Mesmeo ye noniiw 
yv9ilto sat bordesnulor odmut oo 
of} of quinsw ytd .bliow owt. 
LesmodT baa ‘sofflo aplieilna, 
Snes et Rwob stor Pe 
bowollot i pleny: 
yotiT ot bed ys 
edinow ost 9 shang ee 
io mot 509 4th 


29% bas youth | 


i 


rode ae D (is vod wy 
~a8 erg 0) sol hla 
bina’ yore” aut stg ee my 
2 ‘wou litt oa Be idid joa b mas aes “ 


ah . 
ia 


ay 


Dtio NaeR os Bt nin wreak 
rene OTe ms Be 


why 


erry jad ses Sa 
a ut a . 


4 pra 


—i3— 


him; he was in business for the 
dollar, anything that would not 
pay be took but little interest in; 
he married shortly after coming 
here and stayed at home, taking 
but little interest in the loafers’ 
quarters, the club room of the 
times; he is here now much tne 
same of yore. Mr. Jackson 
was a great trader, he traded bis 
goods for almost anything he 
could turn around to bis interest. 
One winter he gut about traded 
out of stock, he bad several men 
nen working for him and didn’t 
know how to keep them at work, 
and he was studying pretty sharp- 
ly about it when Abijah Winn 
drove up to his store and told him 
he hada load ot leather to be un- 
loaded, that he had hauled it 
from Chicago, and that he had 
aleiter from parties in Chicago 
who had sent the leather cut to 
be sold on commiussion. ‘This hit 
Jackson just right; he loaded 
Wing with a load of hides which 
he had traded for aud sent 
him back to Chicago for another 
load of leather. He got his sup- 
plies that winter from Chi- 
cago and kept his shop running, 
making more money than at any 
previous season. The spring 
found him with two hundred sad- 
dles on hand, they all sold right 
away to the farmers through the 
country. This was before the 
days of cheap buggies; then top 
buggies were worth from $200 to 
5250; saddles were popular. 
J.Rubleman was very likely a 


as 


native of Germany, he came here 
with his father when a small boy, 
I thing in 1844. His father built 
a tannery where the Hershey 
team stable for the mills now 
stands, and rauit fora few years; 
he found getting bark cost 
to much money, and he sold the 
land and old building and went 
Tennessee where bark was 
plenty and started again. We 
changed the old tannery building 
over into a stable for the Hershey 
Lumber Co. It was afterwards 
taken, or burned duwn, and the 
present barn erected. 

We had all forgotten the old 
tanner, but all at once the son 
whohad grown to manhood ap- 
peared and opened a wholesale 
leather store, for awhile bringing 
his stock from Tennessee, where 
his father had lived. He after- 
wards associated W.H. Van Nos- 
trand with him, and in turn sold 
out to Van Nostrand and went to 
Des Moines and went into busi- 
Where he is now or what 
he is doing J am unable to say. 

Mr. W. H Van Nostrand came 
lrere with pleuty of capital and 
in connection with the wholesale 
business he established collars 
and strap work. and likely sad- 
dies. He had several men on the 
road and did an extensive busi- 
ness which was brought to a 
speedy end by his accidentally 
falling down the cellar stairs at 
his dwelling and dying before re- 
lief reached him. Mr. Van Nos- 
trand was a generous and an up- 


to 


ness. 
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to-date man, although he never 
married; he was the principal 
financial man in the Episcopal 
church to which he belonged; he 
gave the church more money in 
recent years than any other two 
of its members. He nad nothing 
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to do with the present Van Nos- 
trand Saddlery Co., it was organ- 
ized since his death, they using 
the name. 

In our next we will mention the 
present saddiers and harness 
makers, 


ness in the Early Days of Muscatine 
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No. 
In our last we wrote about 
Tom Melvin and William Fesler 


being in business. William Fes- 
ler came herein the forties and 
worked for Jackson; married 
a Miss Crandol and enjoyed him- 


he 


self as well as a harness maker or 
any pioneer usually did. He got 
his pay promptly and was equally 
prompt in spending it. He prob- 
ably earned money enough if he 
had only had the disposition of 
his boss to keep money, to have 
been a rich man. His later part- 
ner, Tom. Melvin, was much the 


same in his youthful days; 


23. 
neither of them left large estates 
to be squandered by an executor. 
There seemed to have been 
three leading manufacturing es- 
tablishments here at different 
times. The first was A. Jackson 
from 1843 to 1856 or °57, then 
came Pratt & Co. If we recollect 
aright, Harry Compton went in 
with Pratt or bought him out and 
rug the business as Compton & 
Co. and did some business during 
the dull times that preceeded the 
war. After Compton left, J. 
Rubleman came, be did not mau- 
ufacture much if any; he wasa 
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wholesale dealer. 

Most of tne later harness mak- 
ers either learned their trades of 
Jackson or of Compton, or at 
least worked for them, yet a few 
did not. 

Henry Hagerman opened a 
shop away up on Mulberry street 
to far away from business to suc- 
ceed and did not. A man by the 
name of Andrews opened a shop 
at the lower endot Second street; 
he was herein 1856, how lone he 
staid I can't tell. Two other 
firms were here awhile, during or 
after 1866, C. Renck and R. Burl. 
I think they did not remain here 
very long. 

Henry Weisse came here and 
started a harness shop in A. Jack- 
son’s old stand in compauy with 
W. G. Taylor, in 1876. Weisse 
afterwards erected a building and 
occupied it, on the north side of 
Second street, between Cedar and 
Walnut. 
manand accumulated considerable 
property before his death, which 
occurred quite recenty. W. G. 
Taylor left here and went to Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa, where he became 


He wasa close, saving 


wealthy, so [have been informed. 

Harry Loffland was one of Jack- 
son's old hands, who afterwards 
went into business on his own ac- 
count, or perhaps with some one 
else, 


went 


He finally gave it up. and 
on a farm ou the Island, 
later on the road as a canvasser 
for the in 
which he was very successful, but 
not very particular about 


tombstone business, 


his 


habits and saved but little money 
and died poor. Heisremembered 
by the old settlers as a prince of 
good fellows. 

Harbaugh & Coover opened a 
harness shop about the close of 
the war; how long they staid in 
the business I can’t say. L. W. 
Harbaugh worked a while for 
Compton, previous to going in on 


his own hook. He finally sold 


out to Father Brent who con- 
ducted the business a year or 
more. 


In 1879 Adam Hartman was in 
business on Second street near 
Sycamore! street, He <is still 
working at his trade, being em- 
ployed at Bilkey’s shop. 

In 1883 P. B. Speeer went into 
the business on the south side of 
Second street, a few doors east of 
Cedar, ance remained in it for five 
or SiX years, with what success I 


don’t know. He dieda few years 


ayo. 
J. H. Herwig came — here, 


worked awhile for the old shops, 
and finally started in business for 
himself; he built a fine new shop 
on the south side of Second street, 
east of Sycamore, where he did 
business until his health failed, 
wheu he retired and rented his 
building for other purposes. 

Of the present harness makers 
row in business in this city whose 
names mentioned 


have not 


Joseph Bilkey. jr., son of 


we 
are: 
Joseph Bilkey previous!y men- 
tioned, at No. 212 Iowa avenue; 


John Freyermuth, 421-23 east 


‘feat 


J 


. bib od orod w 


de. ea oss sande, pate yeni 


nt bigta od? yaol work :yhw vill, 
Wot | ase favo esoniand od} 


wloludw « boltow dyusdislt 


Ho ti ynieg of enoiverg ,polymoD 
‘bloe vilexnt 9H doo nwo en 


“oo ddw inoitl toe or ud. 


10 189% # eegniewd- oth) betoub 
ee jem 
ni zew oats mabs ever al 


4890 299tte boowse no exsoteud 


oH -.feoue siomany2 
bert 2id Js yonhiow 


lite. ai 
<9 yotod 


‘qode a yoni tn borolq) | 
oat aot qodé eaomed 6 bosrsta 
dtiw cusymes tt birste blo e'nos 


oini thaw yong. eae ol 
to obie dinoe sd? pe weonieud off 


lo jens evo0b wat Baiors baose” 


svit io! 3) of benitaten Soe abo 


‘J e2o0one tose. dfiw 21894 Zi2 10 


woud 1'nob 
sO" 
it sms quwrebt A) A 
viqote blo od 1) stigwe bediow 
ol 2evgtend nrbaty ate inet bes 
qode won pail a Tindod 7 thyamnrd 
Junie bnovet te sbix ice snp re. 


eis97 wol a bsib ol 


datist sled est fide expuieud 


¢id bolnoy ‘bas: barifet ortenodw 


avcoqiug wdie wt gorhlud 
ato tein geonied Serasa eds 10 
wodw Qin elds sivesniewd ah won 
Lonovesm Jou ava ow estan 
lo noe «ai, nod dqaeel, 


o ai od 
b 
hy 


ri aes 


RS 
ow : fos, des a 


& 
ee HOqe y giles 
-ows of exaniend tort ats 


ont yd em A fon nity bin had : 
qoie « beneqo ewobrA lo smea : 
to9ite bttesse to bas wwot odd ie 
od yrrol word 024! of ored enw od 
wiio ow? jist tone 1 binte 
10 yoiuh slidwe nod siow ena 
dtu A bes doued: .D 008! y9)18 
919d ninnet json bib yous Hoids 1 ; 


TI, 
bin ovo We i oH 


gio OMT ot solysT OW 
bus yotblind « betoors ebiawiolle 


Jw obiz dion dt mo Jr boiqus20— 


bas 1nb9) aoewied tae1l2 bire99e 
ynivee seolo geswokll tale WZ 
old sob lates be! slyineoo8 bream 
doidw ,ntngh vid oveted yaredarg — 
OW onset snap bot — 
AMA oF iow bite ori9d Not etesT 


omedid ad oven awol-tnsenott 
PUENTE to Jew “HoH te 


Hine qercah: ove: 
lephnanincatighcteo 


ou da priate ee 
» 7 fan) a 


haat pee yt 


a 
yi 


iG 


Second street; Quandt & Otto, 
304 east Second street, and Jacob 
Hess, at 212 east Second street. 

Jacob Hess is one of the old 
setlers and one of A. Jackson's 
cubs; he learned the trade and 
worked at it till the war broke 
out, when he enlisted and served 
a full term, came back and went 
into business with Giesler; fora 
long time he was foreman of the 
harness department in W. H. Van 
Nostrand’s manufactory. He 
now owns the building he occu- 
pies and is one of our popular 
dealers. 

While writing up the business 
of saddles, harness and the like, 
there is one firm we must not 
miss, the Hampe Bros. They are 
the oldest continuous dealers in 
our city, having learned their 
trades of Alex. Jackson. They 
commeuced on their own hook in 


1865; they came to Muscatine in 
1854 and in 1855 commenced ti 
work forinstruction. When they 
started in business they had but 
a small capital, but went on the 
principal that a small profit and 
a quick sale would bring the 
answer in the long run. This 
principal they have followed up 
to the present time,as weconclude 
from the tact that they have 
accumulated more wealth than 
any other one dealer in their line 
in thiscity, Mr. Jackson included. 
They can now sell their goods 
cheap if they want to, they do 
not have to borrow money to do 


business on, and judging from 
the amount of patronage they 
are receiving we think they 


have struck the right way to 
do business. They are now lo- 
cated at No. 126 west Second 
street. 
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No. 24. 
THE SMALLEY |PARK 


Frequently known as the ‘‘old 
fair grounds,” it is situated at 
the northeast end of Second 
street; was a part of the old 
Barkalo claim purchased by Abe 
Smalley and entered by him or 
for his father. After the death 
of his father the land was divided 
up among his heirs. ‘The most 
prominent part at the end of 
Second street is now owned by 
Sheprad Smalley, a man amply 


able to donate it to the city fora 


park. We hope he will. 

This park was turned out fora 
common cow pasture for many 
years. After that thoroughfare 
known as the ‘“‘graded road” was 
cut through, the land on the west 
was divided up into lots and sold. 
The place now occupied as a gar- 
den by Joseph Bernett was used 
for a fair ground from 1852 to 
1855. The fair was then moved 
to the Island to the Jand now be- 
longing to T. B. Holcomb and 
Barney Kemper and used as 
market gardens. 

In 1856 a company was organ- 
ized and purchased this 40 acres 
of Muscatine Island land. The 


state fair was held here for two 
years, 1856 and ’57. After that 
the county fair was held on the 
Island until the war broke out, 
when agricultural fairs had to 
suspend all over the the country. 
The company’s affairs were 
wound up, and the fair was then 
moved to John Barnard’s farm 
along the Iowa City road, as Mul- 
berry street extension was then 
called; here it remained for two 
or three years, but was found to 
be too far out from the city. So 
it was moved to the Smalley 
grounds—Smalley’s Park. Here 
it remained for a number of years. 
The improvements finally became 
very much out of repair; the main 
building had burned down, and 
as a desirable purchase could not 
be ‘reached, the present fair 
grounds on Mulberry street ex- 
tension was secured. But for 
some reason the agricultural fairs 
have not been successful at the 
present quarters. 

But we will return to the old 
fair grounds; the Smalleys have 
pretty much devoted them to the 
public use, and they have not re- 
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ceived much or anything for the 
use of tne ground. The big cir- 


cuses have paid well when here. 


The agricultural society only re- 
leased the grounds from taxation 
while they used them. 

These grounds have been used 


for Fourth of July celebrations. 


and public gatherings. We 
recoliect);ca sPourth’. of -— July 


celebration 1m 1861 when 10,000 
was a small estimate for the num- 
ber of people present on the oc- 
casion. All the big speakers 
were on hand, there was one 1m- 
portant fellow from up iu Cedar 
county who did not indorse such 
coercion sentiments as were ut- 
tered; he succeeded in getting a 
chance to be heard in a smali 
way; he soon found he was in the 
wrong crowd and had to leave 
with a thousand after him. I 
think he got away without any 
serious injury. On this occasion 
a rebel flag wasdisplayed. This 
flag had been captured somewhere 
in Missour1 by the First Iowa 
boys. It had only been fairly 
hung out until some one reached 
for it and it got into the crowd. 
It was torn into shreads and we 
secured a piece of it. The party 
who displayed it did not expect 
to have it destroyed. It wasa 
valuable trophy, the only ex- 
cuse was the people were mad. 

On these grounds the large 
political meetings were held. On 
one occasion Weaver and Kasson 
were to have a _ discussion, 
Weaver had the lead and worrted 


the crowd so long that wnen Kas- 
son's turn came dinner interfered 
with his audience. The people 
“oot onto him” and knew what 
he was at and did not all vote as 
Jim told them to. Weaver had 
been stopping at Rev. Davidson’s 
but when Davidson found what 
he was at he ‘‘fired. him,” and 
Weaver had to take quarters at 
the hotel. . Kasson stopped at 
Mrs. Cora Weed’s home and was 
well treated. 
On these same grounds the 
democrats held their barbecues. 
The first one we recollect was un- 
der the supervision of William 
Chambers, sr., some forty years 
ago, as chief cook. He had a 
hole three feet wide, twelve feet 
long and three feet deep dug in 
the grouud; a fire made of hard 
wood was kept burning for a day 
and a half so as to get the bottom 
filled with coals. The beef in 
place of being roasted whole as 
was promised, was cut in pieces 
and placed on bars of iron over 
the fire; it had to be occasionally 
turned over and after an all 
night’s cooking it was ready for 
serving. It may have been very 
good but it did not look very in- 
viling. It was removed to a 
table and underwent the process 
of cutting; anyone wanting a 
piece pushed his way through the 
crowd and secured itif he couid. 
The democrats have had an- 
other barbecue since then, man- 
aged on a more modern system, 
but it did not suit them near as 
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well as the first. 

In these old fair grounds Major 
Shipley distinguished himself as 
a pyrotechnicst by presenting a 
fiue display of fire works in a hard 
shower of rain. 

On these grounds one of the 
earliest state firemeus’ tourna- 
ments was held which ended ina 
rumpus among our fire boys that 
has lasted till the present time, 
and the recollection of which will 
last as long asany of the old ones 
are living. ; 

In this same park, if such we 
could cal] it, was held one of the 
early encampments of the second 
regiment of the Iowa National 
Guard, under the command of 


Colonel Lyman Banks. As a 
whole it was one oi the most 
‘‘toney” encampments of the 


State. 
The Patrons of Husbandry 


held a big meeting at the old fair 
grounds with Farmer S. McNutt 
as orator. This was the last big 
meeting the Patrons ever held in 


this county, and on that day they 
started their manufactory which 
proved too much for them. 

Here the Thirty-Fifth Regi- 
meut held one of their reunions. 
They encamped on the grounds, 
spun their yarns and stole the 
officer’s rations and the amnuni- 
tion for the sham battle that was 
to take place the following day. 
The battle came off all the same 
and the party that was short 
of amnunitior was defeated. On 
this occasion Captain Wiles with 
his veteran artillery won praises 
from the “‘stay at homes” who 
were out there to be treated toa 
taste of war. i 

We hope the foregoing recol- 
lections, although but a limited 
numberof the public events men- 
tion.as taking place at the old 
fair grounds will call up some 
pleasant recollection to the read- 
er. We also hope the Commer- 
cial Club will secure the grounds 
for a public park for our city. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Business in the Early Days of Muscatine, 


BY J. P. WALTON, 


No. 

Early in the forties, likely 1843, 
an enthusiastic young man with 
a young family of three or four 
children dropped down in our city. 
I said dropped down, for but few 
knew ‘‘from whence he came” or 
for what he come for. He worked 
some of the time at the carpenter 
business and got drunk some of 
the time for a variety. Shortly 
after his arrival the Washington- 
ian Temperance Society came; 
he, Zephaniah Washburn, joined 
this society and became very en- 
thusiastic in the work. Fora 
good many years it was supposed 
this society was named after 
Zephaniah, but such was not the 
case. Zephaniah becameca preat 
Methodist exorter and could 
always be foundin the amen cor- 
ner. 

Our acquaintance with him be- 
gan in 1844 or 1845; he, like all 
generous men with small means, 
was usually hard up, and had 
to work to school his childrep 


25. 


and keep the wolf from the door. 
Zeph. could almost always be 
found at all public gatherings 
and was always loaded for an 
offhand speech, these speeches 
were not usualy very short, if 
Zephanah was around the Metho- 
dist class meeting was always 
supplied with a talker.. He be- 
Came acquainted with almost 
every one in our city, and while 
not very popular was net ob- 
jectionable to any one. Afterhe 
became aged he attended the 
Old Settlers’ meetings; it was 
no uncommon thing for him to be 
teminded that he was taking too 
much time. 

As a carpenter he was nota 
first class mechanic, so had to 
turn his attention to anything 
that would pay. For quite a 
while, about 1850, he acted as en- 
gineer at Barlow's flouring mill, 
which stood near where Stein’s 
Music hall now stands. While 
actiug as engineer, in March, 
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1851, he was elected as the first 
mayor of our city, which pcsition 
he kept for a short time; ke 
found he was not suited for the 
place and resigned. We believe 
that if many of his successors 
had followed his precedence and 
resigned the city would have 
been better for such a rash act. 
I think he was the only mayor of 
Muscatine who ever resigned. 
After reaching an advanced age 
he went to California and lived 
until his death with bis son, L. 
H. Washburn, of whom we will 
venture few remarks. He is 
now living in Los Angeles. 
When a young man he lost his 
arm and then turned his atten- 
tion to the law, was admitted to 
the bar. although he did but lit- 
tlein that line. He was a better 
real estate man; was full of im- 
aginary schemes, especially rail- 
roads. If any one had droppel 
into his office he would have seen 
a large map of Iowa marked all 
‘blue lines’—Wash- 


a 


ever with 


burn’s railroad routes. He prob- 
ably did more real work to se- 
cure and locate the Muscatine 


Western railroad than any one 


else. He was out early and late 
and saw the line constructed, but 
when the dividecame, if aay did 
Hart. was’not in it. J 
think he was elected as justice of 


come, 


the peace awhile, at all events, he 
served ou the city council in 1867 
1868. During his time and 
through his efforts macadam was 


and 


introduced as a permanent street. 


pavement, the first the city had 
ever built. 
He saw the necessity of having 


some moderate system of side- 
walks; he got a law passed by 


the legislature allowing cities to 
fill that need by building second- 
class sidewalks, four feet wide, 
irrespective of the grade. Before 
that, when the streets were grad- 
ed the city would require a ten- 
foot pavement put down. All 
smaller walks were put down by 
private euterprise, or by subscrip- 


tion. Lhe (results. wasie> wot 
many were laid—they were 
few and far between. The 
second-class sidewalk was one 
of the grandest improvements 


for the new cities that was ever 
adopted, but the originator never 
got thecredit he should have had. 
During war times, L. H. Wash- 
burn took the lead in 
triutic schemes. 


many pa- 
He was the chief 
enrolling officer for this county. 
We recollect helping him enroll 
Bloomington township, which 
then embraced this city, Fruit- 
Jand township and the present 
3loomington township. I en- 
rolled the Fruitland part of the 
township for army work. He 
was so zealous the Union 
cause that he neglected his own 
town, asitafterward proved. He 


for 


allowed it to raise more than its 
quota of men, a thing that may 
have looked well to those who 
were not subject to military duty. 
or in- 
1an in Bloomington 
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township was drafted and had to 
pay $800 for a substitute. Iwas 
not in this list, for J joined with 
some 20 or 30 others and paid 
$100 each to keep our ward ahead 
of the draft. After the war was 
over we frequently heard it 
bragged of, that our quota was 
always ahead of what it need to 
have been. Well, we paid for it, 
as before stated. After the war 
Mr. Washburn went into the real 
estate business and caught the 
railroad fever, as all real estate 
men apparently do. J. H. Mun- 
roe aud S. Emerson Whicher have 


~ 


both had it, Kemble and Hortoy 
were seriously threatened with 
it, but G. M. Titus and Henry 
Jayne have it bad. We hope the, 
will do as well as Washburn ‘id 
and geta road and make more 
money out of it than hedid. We 
have not as much fear about the 
latter part of the proposition as 
we have over the former, which 
we most desire. 
We occasionally 
murfication from Mr. Washburn, 
which we read with .great inter- 
est and wish he were here with us. 


Sce a> Com- 


ae 


om 


a ce eons i) 

a 
pat Periph: id 

, 0 -stton 


aot bie eats IL” rupiaey daiw 
pal oqed 1H) bad tb oradon cal reason avstto vik 
tik miaddes Wes Mow as ob iitw. bates tree sir0 qo0: (00TH 
vor sane obi: uot tg hens! eo nema vaet “id oly tone! 
3 OW sbidod wartt-tr lo iroyonom 42 bie 7 x to ro. a, 
) gel! ipods ve3t tourn en’, ton Sved 680 2 ‘$G0d. 4% ee 
\ es woilizeqoig od? to neq tetsRl of boon ab taslw io baste # 
| doidw port ot yave oved “ow (tt tol bragow ,lo'W mane pi : 
4 ize tzom ow Iswiodd with cpeiserlar etnias 6 

“109 @ 992 Ylaauiagoso oW | [eer od) ohaienew nnddeRW) OK! I, 
ouddesW olf ment cottexthya od) 9dgned bow eeotieud staten | 
asiet isa. iw Devt ow toide sates nor ia) ee jx9v0) buonlisri es 

an disw oisd ots od deiw bos tea “aM A ass amg he, 


shes beet” 


4 ovat a scant sole 
“ hs aa 
‘ fieig aha » 

5: bo eee ae aie. opr seidle 
re eC a piney pyle ; 
ound ie , faa vy vf eu Piast 
tet EE Pee Oe a e ati.» ue on Hed pak 

rita ‘rea ty ik auhe ‘ai ap Ve ey - 

(cp! Peaks 2 Si ee bot iy ¢ rakes gree Ms 

ub é abe Danie. x ee Tie et - yo of cep - 
ae ee i Yh fe OP Re Sia ‘eee. 
re Lie? eye pide PPK 1h. CCIE. oe ‘BS 4 heath a f 
u hy : ix i ei Pes Wes Cr tr nie, aos pet pies we 
oa a 7. 


sll pds ae ‘Yidiey apt wae ew ana 
ie) eae eee jit PMY o" - ots wu ma + a oe amy. 
bord ght, ip neh a merle fit’ ogithben oP nes 
Mohs Ve wee Stes Paani ih ¥ ‘“ HN ee Mirt pee eh tho, 
; fas ag: bree ae Lcittionig:"@ ret ee a wile oe 
yr 


meet, (ak? Qu Ee i a er 

Get hd els ahi PAR hpi ne 

Mt tly sg OMS Seidharceomne 

one a ae mate cathe ish, a we eben 
rE EEN * K neh iNe sh 

i pelted aa fered rick 

ig lle aoa 

ra pe 

Gee cee Patadyn erie 


| ~~ 


eo 


f 


4° 


Recollection of Business in the Early Days of Muscatine 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 10, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton, 


No. 
The question 1s often asked, 
“What isthe commisioner’s quar- 
ter?” and it is often spoken of as 
such. Our town, Bloomingion, 
was first claimed by George Dav- 
euport. He built a_ trading 
house here and claimed a half a 
mile square—a quarter of a mile 
above, a quarter below and half 
a mile back from the house. He 
sold his claim to Col. John Van- 
natta, who took Suel Foster, 
Capt. Clark, sr., of Buffalo, and 
perhaps some others, and laid out 
the town, had a plat made and 
had it recorded with a plat to ac- 
company it, orto be the record. 
It was lost for a great many 
years, but it has recently been 
found and restored to the Record- 
er’s office. This plat was laid 
off witbout regard to the govern- 
ment lines, it wasnearly square 
to the river. The lots were sold 
—that is to say, the claims on 
the lots were sold, but before a 
perfect title could be secured they 
had to be entered from the gov- 
ernment by some one and a deed 
made to the claimer. 
The government passed a law 


2G. 

allowing any organized county 
to enter any quarter section of 
land it thought proper, irrespec- 
tive of the claimers, and sell the 
Same atits own price, tbe pro- 
ceeds to be applied in building a 
court house, or perhaps court 
house and jail. Our Muscatine 
County Commissioners selected 
the south-west quarter of section 
35, embracing the best part of 
the city, and appraised the lots 
So as to raise some $15,000. They 
valued them from $5 to $100 each, 
or perhaps more, according to 
location. They gave a reason- 
able length of time to a claimer 
of a lot to come forward and 
prove his claim and pay the assess- 
ment and get a deed. If no 
claimant appeared within the al- 
lotted time, the lot was subject 
to purchase by any one at the 
appraised value. A great many 
lots were sold this way. Adam 
Ogilvie was the commissioner to 
attend to the sales and make the 
deeds. This gave him a good 
chance to make good selections 
for himself, he did; he 
probably bought more lots than 
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any one else. _ Where he got the 
money to pay for them was a 
mystery for some time. But 
they were all paid for. ‘There 
was a question raised about the 


validity of the title, as it was a 


deed irom Ogilvie to Ogilvie, the 
same man. As everything was 
all straight and no fraud, and nv 
one to complain but the county, 
and they did not, the 
never succeeded in making any- 


lawyers 
thing out of that question. 

The upper part of the town of 
Bloomington was purchased of 
the government. by Charles F. 
Warfield and deeded to the claim- 
ants. I never heard of any mis- 
understanding with this transac- 
tion.: The lower part was bought 
bv Suel Foster, who deeded the 
lots to the claimants and the 
Streets to the city. In deeding 
Front street Foster claimed he 
only deeced a street sixty feet 
wide; the city claimed to the 
water’s edge, A suit was com- 
menced by Foster, with S. C. 
Hastings as his attorney, for pos- 
The citizens held an 
indignation meeting, talked very 
hard of Foster and Hastings, and 
secured Stepten Whicher to de- 
fend the city’s interest. In the 
meantime 


session. 


Hastings decided to 
go to California, and Fuster went 
withhim. ‘Phecase was dropped. 
We have often thought that 
Koster had the title, and would 
have held it in spite of the city 
if the case had been tested in the 
higher courts, 


But to return to the ‘‘Commus- 
sioners> Ouarter,’’. as jit. was 
called. These lots.were all sold 
to raise money to build the Court 
House, and the money applied to 
the purpose. In the spring of 
1840 it was commenced. W. A. 


<brownell had. the contraci to 


build it for $15,000, and employed 
a Mr. ‘Truesdale as his: builder. 
I think the plans were furnished 
by. a Capt.. Frierson, a _ grad- 
uate of West Point, although 
not in-the U. S, service at that 
time. The plan was a good one; 
no better court room exists in 


Towa. It. has. ‘been taken asca 
model several. times by other 
counties for court rooms. The 


building is now standing essen- 
tially as it was when first com- 
pleted, 56 years ago, the oldest 
public building within the state. 
The inside burned out, but the 
wall never bulged a bit. The 
wood work of the interior and the 
roof was restored in a short time. 
The fire ortginated from an imper- 
fect fue and burned quite slowly. 
Allthe records and other prop- 
erty were removed to other quar- 
ters, mostly to the jail. During 
the time that the building was 
not usable the court met in Hare’s 
Hall (now Armory Hall). In the 
restoration of the roof a larger 
dome was put on, surmounted by 
a statue of Justice, that from dis- 
gust or some other cause con- 
cluded to come down, the com- 
missioners having a little doubt 
about the execution of her calling 
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while up there, they concluded 
to fence her out; hence the iron 
cresting on the top. 

This old Court House is the 
Fanueil Hall of Jowa. Within 
its walls have occurred more 
startling events than in any 
other building inthe state. We 
will not venture to enumerate 
any of them at this time. There 
is one thing we wish tocondemn, 
and that is the disposition to de- 
stroy old buildings. We hear it 
hinted that it is about time to 
take down the old Court House 
and replace it with another. We 
hope that time will not come for 
the next five centuries at least. 
Long before that time this rest- 


less class of people will give place 
toa more permanent class. Talk 
about taking down Fanueil all, 
the North Church or the old 
State House, al! Boston would re- 
volt. So would Philadelphia at 
an attempt to remove Carpenters’ 
Hall or the old State House. 


That disposition will sconer or 


later reach Iowa, and if our old 
Court House is allowed to stand 
our children will call us blessed. 

If more room is needed, add to 
it, as the people of Boston have 
to their old State House until the 
additions are much larger than 
the original. Keep the old Court 
House is our request. 
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Recollections of the Early Hoosier Settlers Near Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 17, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


On page’758 of McClure's Mag- 
azine for July, 1897, appears an 
article entitled, ‘' The Grindstone 
Question,” by Rebert Barr. This 
short article of only eleven pages 
contains all that Edward Eggle- 
ston used a whole book to accom- 
plish. The article has displayed 
more talent than the ‘‘Hooster 
Schoolmaster” did, without tak- 
ing so much time. While both 
‘-The Grindstone Question” and 
“The Hoosier Schoolmaster” 
were works of fiction, cases of a 
similar nature do occasionally 


occur. The environments of 
Muscatine are not without a 
parallel. 


Drury township, the southern 
one of Rock Isiand county, Ill, 
was originally largely, if not en- 
tirely, settled by Hoosiers. They 
came there in 1833 and ’34, and 
many did not leave, as the earli- 
est settlers frequently did. Asa 
result the county was quite primi- 
tive for a number of years, and it 
is yet twenty years behind its 
neighbors on the west side of the 
Mississippt river. 


But to our story. Some six or 


eight miles east of the city stood 
an old scnool hovse. Among the 
Hoosiers of the second or third 
growth were those that followed 
the custom of turning or bar- 
ring the teacher out when it 
suited them, and especially in 
the holidays. The penalty to be 
paid was a treat from the teacher. 
This was not always convenient, 
as teachers never got their pay 
until the term was out, and not 
much at that. In one of the 
winters in the early sixties, one 
teacher had been barred out and 
left, another was turned out, and 
asa result a vacancy occurred. 
A young man of our acquaintance 
who had previously bad some ex- 
perience at school teaching ap- 
plied to the school director, the 
fateson. Hrr Thornton, for: a 
‘sob” The director informed 
him that he could have the place 
upon one condition, and that was 
that he should teach the term 
out orget no pay for what he did 
teach. This our young friend, 
Mr. Jones. agreed to, the director 
doubting his ability to fulfill the 
contract, 
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Mr. Jones was a wayward son 
of a Quaker. He wasa native of 
New Hampshire, had acquired a 
good early education, but not be- 
ing suited with the staid habits of 
the Friends, he wandered away 
from home and had fallen iu 
company withthe sporting men 
of New England and becaime quite 
expert in the practices of the 
prize ring. His parents came 
west and settled near our city. 
Of course our pedagogue fol- 
lowed. He was about 24 years of 
age, a small, heavy set fellow; 
hence the doubt of the school 
director about his ability to take 
care of himself. 

In the school there were some 
three or four large girls and as 
many large boys, any one of the 
boys larger than the teacher. 


The girls admired the teacher, 
and the boys did not like it, so 
they ‘‘allowed to take him down 
a bit.” Of course a small provo- 
cation was sufficient to bring on 
an encounter, headed by the 
largest boy, and followed by two 
others. Contrary to the expecta- 
tion of the leader he received a 
blow un the nose that landed 
him on the floor, the second one 
was soonlying by his side; the 
third concluded not to venture 
any further alone and went to his 
seat. After that event the school 
moved along smoothly until the 
end ofthe term. Jones got his 
pay. 

We are indebted to the late 
Frank KE. Jones, the teacher, for 
this story. 
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Another School 


Teacher Story. 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 24, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No 
When we first commenced this 
series of Recollections some six 
months cr more ago we expected 
to confine our reco!lections to the 
business interests, but as this is 
the dull time of the year we have 
concluded to change the subject 
for a few issues, expecting to 
‘‘resume as business revives.” 
Sixty years ago it was very 
common foran author to collect 
afew facts, weave them into a 


romantic story with a title, 
A Romance, “Rounded on 
facts.” This can be: sate- 
ly said of our story. We 


were personally acquainted with 
its main characters, but are in- 
debted to the late Hon. G. W. 
Van Horne for a portion of it, 
which we give in his own lan- 
guage. The facts in the sequel, 
which will appear in the next 
number of the Mari, we col- 
lected from other sources: 
Among the passengers up the 
river ou board the Gipsey in 
1839, was a young lady from 
Ohio, who was accompanying her 
relatives in their emigration to 
Iowa. Muscatine or Blooming: 


» BSE: 
ton was the destination, and here 
in fact the family came ashore. 
Jerusha stayed aboard. No, sir; 
J have given her Indian name; 
her United States name must re- 
main subd rosa. It happened that 
on board the Gipsey, Jerusha and 
two other members of the emi- 
grant’s family, became ac- 
quainted with a gentleman who 
was largely interested in the 
prosperity of Rockingham, a 
thriving town of four or five 
houses on this side of the river 
three miles below Davenport. 
There was some special work to 
be done there which suited the 
disposition cf two of Jerusha’s 
relatives, while our heroine her- 
self was wanted to servethe town 
as schoolmarm. It was decided 
that the three should proceed at 
once on the Gipsey to the place 
then threatening the very exist- 
ence of its rival—Davenport. 
Rockingham was reached in 
due time and our friends began 
their work. But it was not long 
befcre Jerusha was transferred 
to another scene. There lies in 
the middle of the river about 
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three miles this side of Daven- 
port, an island two miles in 
length and from an eigthth toa 
quarter ofa mile in width, and 
here resided in this year, 1839, a 
branch of the Davenport family. 
You might be pardoned for think- 


ing thatI am about to describe 


in this island something that 
shall bring to your mind the 
beautiful island blissful home, 
which, under the name of: Blen- 
nerhassett, has given so much 
romance, nay, so much sad his- 
tory to the famous island of .the 
Obio.. Much to my regret I find 
nothing but two or three homely 
log cabins on this island, and as 
for the. *tgrounds,”. suppose we 
that the little land cultivated 
was mostly given to wheat. But 
occupying these. rude cabins, 
Standing near the southern” ex- 
tremity ~-of. the island, lived 
Adrian Davenport, his wife and 
father, and quite « family of 
children, Home is home, be it 
ever so humble; and a Davenport 
was a Davenport, whether living 
in the ancestral halls of old Eng- 
land, or in the log hut of the 
American pioneer, Adrian Dav- 
euport saw his children. growing 
up like weeds, promising neither 
beauty nor worth to the world, 
and he determined upon getting 
this.smart young Rockingham 
Schoolmarm into his family. I 
don’t know what special induce- 
inents were offered to our heroine, 
but such as they were, they were 
cifective, and she became an in- 


say 


the-son of an Indian chief. 


mate of the Island home. 

Among the nutable events 
transpiring on this island were 
the frequent visits made by Indian 
chiefs upon old Mr. Davenport. 
He had formerly filied the office 
of Indian Agent for a long time, 
and though now retired and quite 
feeble with age, the Indians did 
not forget that here was their 
friend, and their wants often 
brought them to Credit Island, 
asit- was called. ‘Turkora was 
His 
father was the first warrior of 
his tribe, and Turkora was re- 
garded as the immediate heir to 
the thrown upon the old king’s 
deceasé.... Poor. Turkora; . the 
black eves of Jerusha proved his 
ruin! On bis first visit with his 
father and other warriors to the 
island, he could scarcely conceal 
the. emotions of a ‘‘first love.” 
He lingered long after the chief's 
departure and was only persuaded 
to go at all by Davenport’s com- 
mands. On the next visit of the 
chief, Turkora was one of the 
number. A few days after this 
second departure, T‘urkora reap- 
peared on the island, and this 
time he would not bedrivenaway. 
He became a member of the Dav- 
enport family, and whenever the 
Indians were to visit the island 
Turkora would appear to be fore- 
warned aud nothing would be 
seen of him until the tribe had 
left; then he would come bound- 
ing back with all the antics of a 
dog returning to a 
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home. 

Among the duties which fell 
to Turkora's loi was the rowing 
of Mrs. Davenport or Jerusha to 
the Iowa shore whenever those 
ladies wished to visit Rocking- 
ham. Iam told that Davenport 
expressedat times some apprehen- 
sions for the safety of the ladies, 
more particularly of Jerusha, 
while thus in charge of the In- 
But no great degree 
of uneasiness could have been 


dian boy. 


felt, as Turkora was pretty con- 
stantly employed at this task. 
One autumnal evening 
Jerusha put on her shcpping at- 
tire, and calling for Turkora, re- 
quested hisarm fur a row to the 
shore. The boat is entered by 
the maiden, Turkora springs in 
after her with the paddle, and off 
they yo upon the current of the 
The beautiful calm 


soft 


Mississippi. 
of the evening was conducive to 
reverie, and Jerusha sat for some 
moments unconscious of the outer 
world. Then her 
situation, she discovered that in 
stead of ferrying her to Rocking- 


awaking to 


ham, Turkora was fast plying 
the boat down the stream! [F\; 
a moment fears overcame her. 
Turkora was no longer the use- 
ful errand boy, but a frightfu! 
savage, hurrying to where he 
could cscape with her to his 
home in the wilderness. Could 
this be possible! Was this hor- 
rible fate in store for her? She 
throws her toward the 
shore—and above, just starting 
from the Rockingbam bank, came 
two boats in pursuit. She is safe 
and she knows it. And Turkorza 
feels the lessening distance be- 


wlance 


tween his canoe and those in pur- 
suit and knows that he has lest. 

“Yow ll only make trouble for 
yourself, 
heroine. 


‘Turkora,” says our 
‘*Turn your course be- 
fore they come further.” 

The Indiaa smiles the 


smite of despair,drops his paddle 


boy 


into the drifting current, seats 
himself in the drifting canoe and 
awaits his pursuers. 

And Jerusha did her shepping 
in Rockingham that day. 
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TIIE WAY JERUSHA GOT MARRIED 


A SEQUEL TO NO. 28. . 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 31, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton, 


No. 


After Jerusha’s adventure with 
Turkora, her Indian admirer, as 
mentioned in No. 28, she returned 
to Bloomington and lived with 
her uncle. This uncle was one 
of the prominent men of the 
place. His house was the center 
of the best society. Evening 
parties were quitecommon. ‘The 
lawyer, doctor, judge, sheriff, 
county clerk, and justice of the 
peace, were frequent visitors on 
such occasions; the minister was 
not usually one of 
as one of the amusements for the 
evening were mock marriages, 
which were frequently practiced, 
and it was no uncommon thing 
to hear of their proving real. 
On one occasion a majority of 
the society in the town were 
present. Jerusha and a young 
man present were selected as a 
suitable match—perhaps at the 
suggestion of the young man 
himself. Jerusha stood up with 
him, the justice of the peace 
officiating. When the ceremony 
was through all but pronouncing 
them man and wife, the county 
clerk interfered by asking the 


the guests, 


29. 


almost bride if she knew the mar- 
riage would be legal. This ques- 
tion wasastunner. ‘Taking the 
advantage of woman’s common 
or last resort for getting out of a 
bad scrape, she fainted. This of 
course stopped the wedding. 
When the county clerk interferred 
he may have been thinking of 
Miles Stancish. Not long after 
this, the clerk and Jerusha were 
walking together. Upon the 
spur of the moment he proposed 
to go to the preacher's and get 
married. She consented. So 
they stopped at the Court House, 
and he made out a license. (It 
would seem as though our pres- 
ent incumbent was not the first 
clerk who had to issue a license 
to himself. Could not wait until 
their successors were qualified.) 
They then went to Rev. John 
Stocker’s home and were married. 
After the wedding she went home 
to her uncle and the clerk’ back 
to the Court House. On the fol- 
lowing day he called on his bride 
to take her buggy riding. Her 
aunt interfered and claimed to 


have charge of her niece. ‘Tne 
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clerk presented his wife to his 
newly acquired aunt, much to her 
surprise. In the course of time, 
ber husband's death left Jerusha 
a widow, still young and fascinat- 
ing, with scme property at her 
disposal. Proposals for a second 
marriage were abundant, a young 
widower seeming most likely to 
win the prize. He had secured 
her promise several times, but no 
date could be fixed for the mar- 
rige. Jerusha had an uncle, we 
will call him George, who lived 
in the country who was a 
justice of the peace. Upon one 
cecasion when the widower ard 
Jerusha ont, at. Uncle 
George’s on a visit, a promise 
was secured from the uncle to 
marry them if the time should 
ever be arranged. The uncle 
lived so far in the country that 
he frequently stuppedat Jerusha’s 
over night when he came to town. 
The widower hearing the uncle 
was expected ona certain night, 
went to the county clerk and pro- 
cured a license with the under- 
standing that if it was not used 
it should be returned and no 
record made of it. In due time 
the uncle arrived. The widower 
proposed that the long deferred 
marriage should be solemnized. 
Jerusha knowing that the clerk 
was out of town and thinking 
that a license could not be pro- 
cured that night, consented. The 
uncle performed the ceremony 
and pronounced them man and 
wife, afterwhich the bridegroom 


Were 


saluted the bride as Mrs. : 
which cognomen she declined to 
acknowiege. She claimed orly 
to have been married in fun, as 
no liceuse was issued; which mis- 
take the uncle set all right by 
producing the one handed to him 
by the now happy man, and de- 
claring his niece to be a married 
woman, and that she could not 
get out of it. Jerusha, still sup- 
posing it to be a joke, spent the 
evening ina very joyful manner. 
When leaving time came the 
bride bade her leige. lord good- 
night as she had done before. 
He objected, and claimed he was 
married and that it was not his 
wish to play the partof a single 
man any longer, but he was com- 
pelled to return to his former 
quarters. For the next two or 
three days but few persons knew 
of the marriage; however, the 
story soon got out through the 
Both received 
many congratulations upon their 
good luck. In the course of 
three or four days they took a 
ride in the county, stopping at 
a friend’s, where the matter was 
satisfactorily arranged. 
Twenty-five years after this 
last and unexpected marriage, it 
was our good fortune to be pres- 
ent at one of the most pleasant 
extensive silver wedding 
parties held in one of our suburan 


town. parties 


and 


residences, that the city ever 
witnessed, On that occasion 
Jerusha had both children and 


erand-children present. She has 
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since gone to her long rest. Her 
children and grand-children are 
among our best citizens, oc- 


cupy prominent positions and are 
highly esteemed. 


Recollections of Early Settlers. _ 
S. W. STEWART, OF WILTON. 


—— 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail August 7, 1897; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 

Mr. S. W. Stewart was born on 
December i6th, 1816, in tbe 
southera part of Ohio He mar- 


ried Hulda M. Reynolds on Aug- 
ust 3d, 1837, and came to Iowa 
in 1838 and settled at Moscow. 
Mr. Stewart and his wife are 
fine examples of the  ploneer. 
They came to Iowa in 1838 and 
settled in the town of Moscow. 
In 1839 they built their cabin and 
moved into it and opened a 
‘‘wood shop,” where chairs, spin- 
ning wheels and household furni- 
ture were manufactured. It 
probable that wagons and plows 
were repaired when needed. Mr. 
Stewart soon became one of the 
We 


ive a description of the place, it 


b] 


1s 


prominent men of the town. 


oor 

being contributed to the Wilton 
Review by Mr. Stewart some 
years ago: 

‘“‘Bythis time we were very well 
started in the world; we had the 
tavern, the whisky, a wood shop, 
a blacksmith shop, a broom shop; 
a horse was kept in town during 
the season; we had three doctors; 
we had no preacher; there was no 
great use for them only on Sun- 
day and then the town was full 


of them and running over. For 
amusements we hunted, fished, 


lay round the town and yarned 
and bragged, pitched horse- 
shoes, shot at a mark for beef. 
or tokeep our hand in, filled in 
the time with a horse race or a 
fight. The usages of horse rac- 
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ing have been improved; the 
standing bet then for a quarter 
race was a gallon of whisky; for 
half mile or mile it sometimes 
went at five gallons. The whisky 
was to be drunk on the ground. 
If any was left over 1t was tobe 
kept for a rainy Saturday. It 
was against the rules to carry it 
home before drinking. Whena 
barrel of whisky was first tapped 
1t was usually worth 50 cents per 
gallon, but after being exposed 
to the rains and tke Cedar river 
until 1t was somewhat water- 
svuaked it could be had for 25 
cents a gallon, 

-‘*Moscow was not a great place 
for fighting. There was sume 
very stout men about the place. 
When they got mad they acted 
as if they wanted to hurt some 
one. If you wanted a fignt, some 
whisky mixed with a little lip 
would bring it as a rule. Roches- 
ter was the place to get the nice 
fight, where you were neither 
kicked, struck, scratched or bit; 
they would sometimes tear each 
other’s cluthes and get some sand 
in their mouths after fighting 
several days. They often came to 
Moscow to shooting matches and 
other occasions where whisky 
was likely to be plenty; while 
they were sober they were well 
behaved, but whisky would bring 
out their lip. While 1t was pos- 
sible to stand the barking fits, 
no attention was given them, but 
when it came too thick some 


Moscow man, who had more 


—_—_______ 
whisky than patience, would put 
his mark on them and send them. 
home for repairs. ‘The Roches-. 
ter men could talk long and loud; 
that was their best hold. ‘ 

‘We had auother game that was. 
was very fascinating when we: 
had a little money; it was seven- 
up. The stakes were a cent a 
corner, aud we would work away. 
atit all night when our blocd- 
wasup. Wecame out sometimes | 
as much as ten cents ahead, and_ 
oftener came out behind, but our 
misfortune was we had no money, 
and they would not let us play. 
more than a month on tick.” 

Those were the pioneer days. 
of Iowa. Our first acqaintance 
with Stewart was after be had: 
left Moscow and come to Musca-. 
tine. ‘tere he worked at carpen- 
ter work for several years. He 
was always known to be an out- 
spoken and feavless man. : 

He used to love to argue on 
any question or anything that 
might ceme up; the question that 
he could not hold an interestiny 
conversation on was not 
I think much o! 
his information was gained that 


very 
easy to find. 


way. During the year 1852 or 
53, S. M. McKibben had a lJum- 


ber office on Second street west of 
Walnut street; bere a number o! 
our citizens met and spent their 
evenings until 9 or 10 
Questions of all descriptions were 
discussed. .-Revy Henry): Clay 
Dean, S. W. Stewart, A. J. Fim- 
ple, J. P. Walton, S. M. McKib- 


o'clock. 
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ben and some four or five more 
made wnat would now be consid- 
ered a literary club. Stewart 
sometimes got the name of being 
contrary. Wenever thought so. 
We always thought that with 
proper reasoning Stewart would 
change his views. To illustrate. 
Wehada man by the name of 
Levi Goldsbury who bad much 
the same habit as Stewart; he 
loved to argue. It was said tbat 
on one occasion they got seated 
on a and commenced an 
argument, before they quit each 


log, 


hadconverted his opponent. They 
did not change places on the log, 
they stmply changed views on 
the subject ot discussion. 

Mr. Stewart was generous to 
a fault. Where there was sor- 
row and sickness he could be 
found, lending a helping hand. 
His contributions were of a per- 
sonal nature, that is to say, if 
he could helpany one he was al- 
wavs willing to dv so. He rare- 
ly guve money, for he bad but 
little to He gave some- 
thing more valuable ~ his person- 
al labor and attention. 

On one occasion in the year 
1855, during the cholera time, a 
young man came to our city and 


give. 


took lodging in a house near 
where Mr. Stewart lived, and 
soon took quite sick. A doctor 


was called, who prescribed for 


him but pronounced his’ case 
hopeless and declined to come any 
more. Within the previous 


twenty-four hours two or three 


deaths occured from cholera, one 


of them in an adjoining 
house. The. boarding house 


keeper aud wife left in fright, 
with no one tocare for the young 
man. Stewart visited him and 
said it was too bad to let that 
young, strong Irishman die for 
the want of care; so he went to 
nursing him. He procured ice 
and applied to his head and 
cooled off the fever. By his at- 
tentive care, without much medi- 
cal assistance, the young man 
pulled through and has ever been 
grateful for the nursing he re- 
ceived from Mr. Stewart. 

The then young man is still 
living in our city, although quite 
gray. I met him one day last 
week and informed him that Mr. 
Stewart and wife were going to 
celebrate their sixtieth wedding 
aniversary and that a few of 
his old acquaintances were going 
to make a little presentation to 
him, and if he wished to 
would include him in our number. 
He did not seem to comprehend 
what we were doing and went off. 
He soon returned and responded 
to a share with the others, to- 
gether with more thanks than 
any of the others, had expressed. 

On Tuesday, August 3d, 1897, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart celebrated 


we 


their sixtieth wedding day at 
their beautiful home in Wilton. 
Several from our city visited 


them and found them enjoying 
good health, and to all appear- 


ances the chances were good to 
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celebrate more wedding 
antiversaries. One of our prom- 
inent old bachelors pronounced it 
a wonderful celebration. We 


mauy 


BY ] P. 


No. 


In the first haif of the present 
century the undesirable popula- 
tion of the older states largely 
went tothe new or frontier part 
of the country. ‘Texas got more 
that its share. It used to be a 
saying in the eastern states, about 
persons that kad left ina hurry, 
that they had gone to Texas. 
That was not always the case. 
In the carly times the Mississippi 
river got its share. During the 
fortics when most of the travel- 
ing was done on the river there 
was aclass of men that traveled 
on steamboats and gambled fora 
livelihood. It was frequently 
said that the owners of the 
steamboats were interested in 
their profits; at all events they 
were there all the time. They 
traveled in pairs or triplets. 


thought sotoo, for we have no 
data of more than two occurs 
rances in ovr county, 

the Forties. 

WALTON. 

ob: 

You could hardiy go into the 


social cabin inthe evening with- 
out seeing gambling going on. 
As journeys were usually long 
and tedious the passengers fre- 
quentiy took a hand in the game 
io pass away the time, nut be- 
fore they got through they were 
generally worsted. There was 
always some oue looking on and 
watching the games. Of course 
players were liberal and were 
willing that outsidersshouldshbare 
tiretd. o The: check; sys- 
tem was not in use, so the money 
had to be put down or no game. 
It was astonishing the amount 
of that in 
Gambling was carried on openly 
without any fear of interruption 
while on the boats, and there 
was but little restriction on the 


with 


money was sight, 
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land. This habit of gatwbling 
was not confined to the river; all 
the towns along the river had 
places for gambling. 


Bloomington aad its share of 


gambling houses early in the 
forties. John Cobb kept a sa- 


loon on tne south corner of Sec- 
ond street and Jowa Avenue, 
where Cook, Musser Co.’s bank is 
now located. This was one 
the principal places of meeting 
for the sporting men. On one 
occasion a lumberman from the 
north, while waiting here tu sell 
his lumber and get it measured, 
stopped in at Cobb’s and got to 
playing peker with one of our 
citizens. This citizen knew that 
the lumberman had money, and 
“outat up’ for-him:. ‘The dum- 
berman was unsuccessful and 
lost some $60, but concluded to 
try it the next night with the 
Same parties. In the meantime 
he had secured his friend. They 
played with a deck with five aces 
init. After playing a while they 
arranged it so the citizen had four 
kings and an ace, an invincible. 
The Jumberman had four aces 
andaqueen. Then the betting 
The lumberman had 
received the pay for his lumber in 
$20 Missouri bank bills (the best 
money in circulation). The 520 
bank bills of the Missouri State 
Bank of St. Louis passed all over 
the west and were snore to be de- 
sired than a five pound note on 
the Bank of Eugland. ‘The citi- 
zen used gold. After putting up 


of 


begun. 


t— 


some $300 on a side the citizen 
ran out of money. The lumber- 
man went $100 more. The citizen 
pulled out his gold watch and 
chain and offered to put it up for 
$100 to call .the Jumberman; 
The lumberman placed the $20 
bills in a pile and wanted to see 
if the citizen had put down as 
much money as he had. In 
counting over the goid he placed 
iton top of the bills. He then 
says, ““What ‘have you got?” 
‘An invincible,” says the citizen. 
The lumberman showing his four 


aces and a queen said, ‘Here is a 


hand that will take that,” at the 
same time grabbing the money. 
The citizen and a friend grabbed 
him to take the money away 
him, but the lumberman 
was a stouter man than both of 
them and they could not do it. 
The citizen grabbed his watch 
and chain and secured that, but 
lost some $300 in money. 

The citizen began to talk 
about getting the sheriff and 
having the Jumbermar arrested, 
but the sheriff, then as now (?7}, 
never visited these gambling 
places, and of course could not 
be found. There was quite a 
number of acertainclass of sport- 
ing men who Jearned that the 
game was on and drifted in to 
see it. Among the number was 
a liveryman whom the lumber- 
man knew; and not wishing to be 
delayed with an arrest, he esked 
him what he would charge to 
take bim to Salem, now Fairport. 
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He offered to” do it for $5, 
which he paid, and they started 
at once, the liveryman'’s brother 
driving the team. When he ar- 
rived at Salem he was still with- 
in the county. He then hired 
the driver to take him to Daven- 
port and gave him as pay two 
town lots, one on Front street 
opposite the Rock Island freight 
depot, the other on Fourtn street 


near Chestnut. The first men- 
tioned lot the driver traded for 
nine barrels of whisky to a man 
that lived near Black Hawk in 
Louisa county. Of course the 
whisky was sold for the money. 

We occasionally hear of gam- 
bling nowadays, but 1t is not so 
common as it was in the early 
days. ’ 


The Islands in the Mississippi. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail August 21, 1897; written by 
; J P. Walton. 


No. 


The iocal names of some of the 
islands in the river are quite old. 
Island No. 335, the first island 
below the city, has always been 
known as the ‘*Towhead.” It 
bad better be known as Moving 
island, from the fact it has 
moved from the state of Illinois 
to Iowa. In 1838 when Iowa 
Was organized as a territory it 
wasin Illinois. The state never 
exercised any jurisdiction over it 
or attemptcd to. Iowa was the 
first tolay claim to it. ‘The law 


Ve 
32 


theu defined the boundery as_ be- 
ing the middie of the main chan- 
nel of the Mississippi river. At 
that time the west channel was 
the main one. The east channel 
at low water was not deepenough 


{o permit steam boats to go 
through The channel com- 


menced to change about 1840, and 
so did the island. The river 
washed the earth off from the 
east side and filled in on the 
west side. I am well satisfied 
that the island has moved within 
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my recollection in this manner 
more than the width of itself and 
the same ‘*Towhead” yet, 
although it is quite likely that 
not a foot of the same earth is 
there now that was there sixty 
years ago. Moving Island is a 
very appropriate name. It is 
quite probable that if Mr. T. D. 
Smith, the owner, lives another 
sixty years he will find his island 
moved clear to the shore on the 
lowa side. 

Isiand ~ No. 337, known -as 
‘Blanchard Island,’’ got its name 
from Abimaaz Blanchard, who 
owned a farm on Muscatine Is- 
land opposite its head. Blanch- 
ard used to cut considerable 
wood there in the winter and 
haul it across the river on the 
ice and sell it to the steamboats 
in the spring and summer. The 
name was applied about 1840. 

The next island below was 
known as**Barcus Island;” it is 
No. 345 and 1scn the Illinois side 
of the river eight or nine miles 
below Muscatine. It got its 
name from Mr. Thomas Barcus, 
who dealt in -wood and hada 
Cabin on the island where he 
lived. In the winter time he cut 
Steamboat wood, likely in the 
winters of 1846 and’47. In 1848 
he lived in a cabin on the Iowa 
shore, and was bitten by a. rattle 
snake and died. 

Island No. 446 or Bogus Islana 
is the largest island between 
Muscatine and New Boston on 
the Illinois side. ‘The name of 


is 


this island originated in this 
manner: A man by the name of 
John Sidles came along, no one 
knew from where, and built a 
cabin on the Illinois shore on 
section 16 and cut steamboat 
wood. The timber got short and 
Sidles became afraid the state of 
Illinois would be after him for 
tresspass, so he moved over to the 
big island, as it was called at 
that time. From 1845 to 1850 
steamboat wood brought cash 
and the wood dealers were looked 
after by the merchants. The 
wood had to be cut in the winter 
and held until the following sea- 


son to sell. The wood dealer 
would go to town and arrange 


with the merchant for goods for 
his wood choppers and pay when 
the wood was sold. Mr. Sidles 
had been in business some two or 
three years, he was supposed to 
be all O K and could get all the 
goods he wanted. One winter he 
went in heavy and cut a great lot 
of wood; the following season 
steamboats were very abundant. 
Sidles sold all his wood and left 
for parts unknown without calling 
on his creditors to settle up his 
indebitness. Word was soon cir- 
culated about town that Sidles 
had left. One of his principal 
creditors, Gen J. G. Gordon, was 
Jooking for him; he happened to 
meet old stuttering James Hum- 
phreys, another man in the wood 
business, when the following 
coloquy ts said to have occured: 
Gordon says, ‘‘What sort of a 
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man is Sidles?’’ Humphreys re- 
plied, ‘‘b-b-b-by dad, he’s bogus.”’ 
‘“‘Where did he live?” ‘On Bo- 
Bo-Bo-Bogus island” was the re- 
ply. That reply of Humphreys 
charged the name of the island 
from ‘‘Big Island” to ‘'Bogus Is- 
land.”” 

Island No. 351 on the west side 
of the river some sixteen or 
eighteen miles below Muscatine, 
is called ‘*TurkeyIslaud.” It had 
a great crop of acorns growing 
on it in early daysand wasa 
famous place to hunt wild tur- 
Keys. 0, pena 

The small island.on the. Iowa 
shore just above the-city, is 
known as ‘‘Burdet’s Island.” It 
got its name from the man that 
owued the farm along ‘the lowa 
bank of the river. In 1838 or 
afterwards be purchased the is- 
land. 

“Geneva Island” was called 
after the town of Geneva which 
was located on the Iowa side of 


the river some four miles above 
Muscatine. It was covered with 
heavy, large Burr oak trees. | 
recollect measuring one that was 
6% feet through ihe body at 
cutting height. Most of those 
trees were stolen off, as it was 
called at the time, forthe govern- 
ment owned the land, and noone 
had any claim on it. The tim- 
ber was used for making clap- 
boards and rails .from 1837 to 
1844. | 

‘Long Island” and ‘tHog Is- 
land” are of quite recent date; I 
don't know how the names origi- 
nated. 

‘“Nye’s Island” probably got 
its name from Benjiman Nye, the 
first settler in this county, who 
settled at the mouth of Pine 
Creek in 1834. It is quite prob- 
able that Nye may have owned 
or had some claims on ihe island. 
It has had the name of Nye’s 
island for fully fifty years. 
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THe BARISY HOTELS. 


The Address of President J. P. Walton at the Forty-First Reunion of the Old 
Settlers’ on Friday, August 27, 1897, at the Fair Grounds in Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mai!, August 28, 1897. 


Old Settlers, Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen—Our old settlers society 
is one of the most demo- 
cratic societies in existance. 
There is but one requisite to be- 
come a member, that one is to 
be or to have been a resident of 
this county, or of the state of 
Towa, previous to or during the 
year 1860, or being a descendent 
of such a resident. 

We as Old Settlers have had 
our annual gatherings to greet 
our old acquaintances and tell 
Stories of our early days. The 
one that could tell the best 
story was frequently considered 
the best fellow. The president 
has nut had that honor as yet, and 
is not liable to have it soon. 

We have selected for the sub- 
ject of our talk to-day ‘‘Taverns,” 
as they were called in early days, 
and hope the recollections of them 
will be pleasant to our hearers 
and will prove an interesting sub- 


ject for our meeting. They werea 
class of buildings of which most 
of the Old Settlers have some 
recollection, and most of the Old 
Settlers had to patronize them to 
a certain extent. 
The ‘Iowa House, or Bob Kin- 
ney’s hotel,” as it was frequently 
called, was the first one built. It 
stood on the west corner of Front 
and Chestnut streets; the rear 
part was erected in the autumn of 
1836 by Robert C. Kinney, who, 
Suel Foster once said ‘*was the 
first landlord to putup a sign and 
keep a tavern in our town, now 
Muscatine.” ' He was a native of 
St. Clair county, Illinois, in the 
great American bottom opposite 
St. Louis, where they raise the 
biggest, fattest, largest, drollest, 
oddist, good-for-nothing, yet one 
of the very best men we ever had 
here. He kept tavern, boarding 
house and hospital. This hotel 
was 16x30 feet and one and a-hal! 
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stories high; it was divided into 


three rooms below and three 
above. It was the first frame 
building ~ erécied in the City. 


The first ten years the building 
bad a very remarkable record if 
‘it could be compiled. We may 
meution later in our recollection, 
in the SarurDAY MAIL some of 
the events that occurred. 

“Reed & Bare’s Tavern.” In 
the winter of 1837 or in the spring 
of 1838 Jokn Vannatta crecteda 
building on the south corner of 
Iowa Avenue and Second street 
and rented 1tto Reed & Bare for 
a tavern. They kept’:it until 
1839, when Josiah Parvin camé 
here and occupieldit. Mr. Parvin 
was from Cincinnati and bad an 
accomplished family. They set 
a good table, and asa _ result got 
the best customers, and all that 
could be accommodated. Parvin 
had not enough rooms so he built 
a part of the Kemble house, now 
standing on the west corner of 
Second and Walnut streets. It 
was then but two stories high. 
When Second street was graded 
it became necessary to puta lower 
story underit. At that time Mr. 
T. M. Isett: owned the building 
and he added a rear part to it. 
‘ Later Mr. A. Smalley built on an 
addition on the west side. But 
to turn back to its earliest occu- 
pant, Mr. Josiah Parvin; hewasa 
very marked character, as unlike 
Robert Kinney as was possible 
for two men to be. He was kind 
heartel, social, courteous, and 


was considered one of our best 
men. He was very excitable, dur- 
ing those times of excitement, 
and he would do a great many 
lavehbable things which afforded 
the old settler a great fund of 
amusement. This botel was too 
farup town to do the kind of 
business Mr. Parvin wished toda, 
so he gave it up and went away. 
Since then it has been occupied 
most of the time and by a dozen 
different Jandlords, many of them 
going away without paving the 
rent. Since the bridge was 
erected and business appears to 
be moving up. town the hotel 
seems to he better patronized. 

The third tavern open was the 
‘‘American House” by T. S. Bat- 
tell; it was erected in 1841 on the 
west corner of Iowa Avenue and 
Second street, it was a large two- 
story frame building and took the 
lead in the hotel businéss; the 
Stage passengers stopped there 
over nights. During the winter 
season it ‘was no uncommon 
thing to see a dozen stages start 
out in the morning for the differ- 
ent routes to Burlington, Iowa 
City, Tipton and ‘Davenport. 
When this house got to running 
Robert McKiney rented his ‘‘lowa 
HWouse”’ and gave up tavern keep- 
ing. Captain Fry, his successor, 
did not live very long after rent- 
ing it. 

Battell’s .‘‘American 
took the lead and 
for several years and accumulated 
considerable money for 


House” 
maintained it 


him. 


ped 180 esi Peon zsw 
a vith sidelines nov ene st. ALOT 
Aen attaKs he eomnit sand? yor 
yoam reste «wt hhigw 
bviioha sioishw itd aide edyue aliy 
jo Baal Yestg x. 1911152 blo ods 

wot ew feiod el T. . ABQUoeN INS 
jo Beit set ob. of wot qu tet 
bol badeiw sivisd alt sesm20d 
ewe inow bas qu it sveg od oa 
Loiquoxe tesd aad th mods sonia 
nosob ¢ td bas.omit sd3 to Jeour 


mod! to rasta biolbes! igorstib. 


oft guiveq Juddliw, vawa guioy 
enw ouhisd salt... sonic... 09% 
Mm eissqqs zeoarend bas bolas 
ison ort awotequ cghivour od 
xbosinoal bg 1Qttou. oc 02 eemadz 

od ant ersqd aioeal bad) od T 
ath gd eynol osotvom AY 
edt ao Fhe Bi bersow esw yi let 
has sunov A 
-ow) oyrel a apie at emt. boos2e 
~od) toot bos yntbhtigd caret) 710 
od? ;e25nizud lotent: edt ot bel 
viol) bsqqote xtygnaeeaq syste 
Tiniweds gan -seMbpin v0 
DOMmneInh.o or 29a i 
lint eogete boséb # p98 of yaids 
-roflib od? 10? yarievem adr ni tao. 
Awol ,wobmeifmmds oF aot@ot | ter 
Prog nave ° ‘bas ‘wom t.  gt19. 


bob Uy writs niet 


avol teers teow - 


Bousee, 


‘obni bobiviy enw Mi tty 
TY as cow it ’ 


att ot io bogae 
i Brover 9! ails al 
yam OME eather a0 ticker i 
totlyativnsa. reo ai sia eidenaaion 
to “serow wad rianwrad sity ai 
-bevwsc0 Jatt ereovs oot” 
nl “arseat eval bao5f" 
ynisge seas i w Veer io ratni Ww sii 2 
nboetes siisane¥ adol AE8E to is 


Jo 290? divee od) wo yaibliod _ 
Jooule baeos@ bre supewA swol 


tol ‘9168 &. Goad oft barney : 
litow ti depplogstT \ .oveveri a 
bingo wiv sdinieol anges 
niviad aM Jishsiquos0 | 
a8 bed) bre tnvioniO sort eaw if 
joa yOUT © Sgliaend bodeilguresa#* 
toy tluest wes boa sidal booy x 
jeu? {is bas ersciotena tesd sd ~ 
tivinl .bethbommesss sd bined - 
stud of oe2moot fgquens von bad 
won ,serod sidmeA sit lo tisq se 

lo vni0o tow edt oO yolbaste 
11 atsote seule hea bn0ds2 8 
Myint ‘e2itol4 Owl Jud ned? esw 
beborg 2sw. tous bnva2 nodW 
19Wol 6 Suquad itinone: enna: 2 
Aomit ve er 


guinnwy of doy savod eidt aod yoiblind gal haeddoosiet 
awol! eid batusyyeni Aol tiodoA tb 01 treg wee? & bebbeledebnd” 
-qoo¥ dzsua! Qu b¥ey bre “ozunll ae uo thed qollame A axon oe 
pmeesooue wid .gvd oistqeD~ .goi In .obie teow sorte om 3 
guy 19tte grol' yey avil Jon bib -v200 s40ilane Biol 

Ae be a gh & ened tives dst 
"seuoHl casoriomm dk! etSIKEE paige 


ue 
ay 


=—-103-—— 


His wife dying, he married 
her sister, ‘‘tAuntie,” sold out 
the hotel. and went «= into 
the steamboat business. Bought 
the “Oswego,” a good freight 
boat but ‘‘dead slow.” He. run 
it a short time and sunk it, tak- 
ing about all his wealth down 
with it. He managed to secure 


enough totake himself aud family 
to California. He died. quite 
recently. 

In the spring of ‘840 
style Pennsylvanian, 


an old 


catine- Hotel... It stood. at the 


west corner-of Fourth end Mul-. 


berry streets: - He leveled: the 
yreund and burnt a kiln of brick 
on the lot, of which he built bis 


house. The building 1s stand-: 
ing, although it has changed in 


appearance. 
story built under it and the larg- 
er balf added toit. At the time 
of building the streets were some 
twelve feet higher than at pres- 
ent; when the grading was done 
a story was put under. 

Miller was. a Pennsylvania 
Dutchman, and kept his hotel in 
Pennsylvania style, wifh plenty 
of substantials to eat, at moder- 
ate prices. The farmers soon 
found this out. 
on one of the main entrances to 
our town, so he got more than 
his share of the farmer patronage. 
On the rear end of the lout he 
erected a large stable. One cold 
Winter night in 1855 or ‘56 this 


. Frederick. 
Miller, commenced to build what, 
he was pleased to call the **Mus-: 


There has been a 


. under it; kherce the fourth 


“Ie was located = 


stable took fire and some twenty 
horses perishbed.. Shortly after 
the destruction of this stable the 
prosper:ty of Miller seemed to 
decline. When Mulberry street 
was .graded some two or three 
years later Mr. Miller had gone. 
I think. a man by the name of 
Freeland owned it and undertook 
to under-build a part .of it, but 
uot being skilled in the work, he 
jet a portion fail and killed one 
or two men.- Of course the city 
was sued, and had to pay some 
twelve or fifteen hundred dollars 
damages. ‘The building is .now 
owned by Martin Bitzer and used 
as a tenement house. 

Aloug in the fifties, say .fifty- 
one, Jonathan Neidig-came here 
and: erected -a fine three-story 
building on the east side of the 
Court House Square and called it 
the ‘‘Park House.” (This wasa 
bad investment for some reason; 
it.did not run very long before it 
changed hands. When Mulberry 


street was graded it became 
necessary to have a basement put 


story 
that it had a while. . We put the 
basement. under in 1857, just be- 
fore the panic came on, which 
closed up business so effectually 
that it was some years before we 
got our pay. 

This hotel went into tie hands 
of Mrs. Hess, who had 
success. Mr. Matthews -was the 
owner. He was a mechanic by 
occupation, but had gone to farm- 


ing; was not very successful at 
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that business, and concluded if 
Mrs. Hess could run it success- 
fully he could, and gave up farm- 
ing and took charge of it himself. 
Mrs. Hess rented the present 
Kemble House and took most of 
her customers with her. Mr. 
Matthews run the hotel until he 
lost his farm and hotel and had 
to go to work at carpenter work 
by the day. 

There was another tavern we 
had almost forgotten—the “Capt. 
Jim.” It was run by Capt. Jim 
Palmer. Here is an extract from 
his advertisement that appeared 
in the Bloomington Herald of 
1841; ‘‘Whereas, I, Capt. Jim, 
loug a dispenser of food to the 
hungry and a couch tothe weary. 
as well as a ‘horn’ to the dry, 
having taken possession of that 
large and ccmmodious house on 
Second street, Bloomington (the 
former name of Muscatine), Iowa, 
formerly the residence of the 
Hon. J. Williams, do hereby 
make known to the world that I 
am now prepared at the sign, 
‘Capt. Jim, to accommiudate those 
who may call upon me in a Satis- 
factory manner, otherwise they 
go scot? free," " etc., sete. "ine 
building stood on the north side 
of Second street mid-way between 
the Avenue and Chestnut street. 
He kept a bar that was well pat- 
ronized by the ‘*boys,” they all 
went there for a good time. I 
think he did not tolerate gam- 
bling. He wasa pioneer tavern 
keeper 1m every sense of the word. 


We will venture a story told by 
the great showman, Dan Rice, 
that was connected with his first 
visit in 1842. He exhibited in 
the hotel. The place in which 
he held forth was lighted with 
tallow candles furnished by the 
landlord. The Jatter was sus- 
picious of Dan's financtal stand- 
ing wished him to pay inadvance, 
but Dan, to secure his host, depu- 
tized him to sell tickets. But it 
happened that the landlord knew 
everybody around and everybody 
knew him, and being of an un- 
usually accommodating disposi- 
tion he did not have the heart to 
charge nis friends any admit- 
tance fee. The result was that 
after the show was over he owed 
Dav $6 without anything to 
show for it. While Capt. Jim 
kept this house it was quitea 
loafing place. For the early set- 
tler who wanted te smoke, tell a 
story or get a drink it was quite 
convenient. 

In 1851 James Latta, of Grand- 
view, erected a block of buildings 
on the west side of the Avenue 
south of Third street. The sec- 
ond and third stories were used 
for a hotel. When the high 
school was first organized, or dur- 
ing itsearly years, the third story 
was used for school purposes. It 
was never a success as a hotel 
until its present landlord, J. K. 
Scott, took hold of its manage- 
ment. Ithink lam safe in say- 
ing that he has made more money 
there than any other hotel keep- 
er in the city. 
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The present Commercial House 
(formerly the Ogilvie House) was 
started in 1849 by Adam Ogilvie 
and Brinton Darlington. It was 
not completed and opened until 
1851. After the opening of the 
Ogilvie House and the comple- 
tion of the railroad the hotels 
changed their system of doing 
business. . 

Nothing haschanuged so much 
as the sleeping accommodations. 
From 1840 to 1850 the hotels 
were comparatively new; but two 
or three beds were placcd in a 


BOB. KINNEY, 


Muscatine’ 


room. The mosquito wasa great 
annoyance at that time’ ‘Then 
every bed had a mosquito bar over 
the entire bed. One would go to 
bed and tuck in the bar and go 
to sleep listening to the hum of 
the villainous insects. If the 
sleeper turned much in bed, when 
he waked up in the morning he 
would usually find a dozen or 
more that had secured their fill, 
hanging around on the inside of 
the bar. Now wire screens at 
the windows saves all that trou- 
ble. 


s First Landlord. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail September 4, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No 


In our Jast, No. 33, we prom- 
ised to relate some of the events 
that occurred in the Jowa House, 
or Bob Kinney’s hotel. A little 
more definite discription of the 
building and its surroundings 
would perhaps be in order. The 
rear part was 16x30 feet, or near 
that size, and a story and a half 
high; it stood well back on the 
lot so when the front was erected 
it filled out to the street. The 


_ d+. 

rear part was built in 1836, the 
front in (838. The front was 
about 30x40, two stories high, 
being ‘‘L,” shaped to the front. 
It had a two-story veranda along 
the entire front. This was up 
some four feet from the ground; 
under it and under the corner of 
the house back of 1t was the bar 
room, not to exceed six feet and 
a half high in the clear. 


The rear part was the first 


ve Ted otiugeom 2 bad.bod715¥9 
Ot oy binow sO .Bed stitns odt 
O9 bus ted ent mi foul ben bait 
lo tye. off of Qainstail qoole ot 
odt VE. setooen}. esonialliv odt 
» gudw bed ni down beni! s9qgele 
ot. guistom of? st qv bedew od 
10 noxob « bot yllsued bitrow Pee he &A.9 mapenial 
Hi edt bees beddeddovom ais ot haysaio esd yan © — 
to obienr Sr} mo Hanoi geigusd enoitzhbommosve guiqoieosal es, — 
18 enoqi32 stiw wo -.rad od? elslod od? OFAl oF OFBD mort 
“OTE fell Ls povee awobuiie add. ow! Ind . Wom Ylaviteteg toy oipw 
| sa sk, eae a OR one 


ney © ‘bile al 
KS 4 Ny eo Pt ee er: | >) | 
et a at TE = ep ALI > A PE “i 
i ’ 2 , i=, 2) ns a bas 2 
RR BME BS OR ee ee aoe ef 


nolbasd soni 2 snitsoeMiM vio yt 


“J ¥ eon] 

ud aoninw 3x08 i tadenasgne ym otmned, sea ani aaa 
(ahi 

opel, GR ede 


diet Sal Se Saaaee se sa a 
vd tone Ae § tev ay bed eh rey iisial 


be, on i) ote ~OACAD F re “ 
aie 


odd ,0eBt mies eau S009, 169% -m01q ow && OF desl 
eave, Ta0tt od’ (BEA) ot Inert einrye sdt lors 
.igid “goitose. owt OFxOA toda ,2:240H ewol off 
mort sd), boqede “J Rwisd sii A. letod 
yools sbrsisy y1le-ow! « bad of od2 to moi 


qu exw eid T “Ano srieo ony exnshauosine cathy bes 
;bunorg ett utotY fost mol yarod pi deeirion pe ’ 
to wwttr03 902" sybian bing tr xobinas i i 
rad $d} emw. 3 oto, sauod : . 
bans anoh aie borax. 


AMAR AMER ER ir a¥int rs fee 
a, Otay Swat 7 ie » r ia iy om a ps 4 Mow T 


—105— 


.frame building in the city. It 
was almost made without the aid 
of the saw mill. The floors, 
doors, and window frames were 
made of sawed lumber; where the 
lumber was sawed 1] cannot tell. 
’ All the framing timbers, includ- 
ing studding and rafters, were 


split timber growing nearby; 
the siding, shingles and lath 


were split from large oak trees 
that may have grown on the lot. 
The front part bad more sawed 
lumber in it, and was a more pre- 
tentious building. 

It was nicely located on Front 
street) -at) the west -corner, of 
Chestnut street, within sixty 
feet of the steamboat landing 
at an ordinary stage of water. 

The town site was originally 
covered withlargetimber. When 
we first saw it in June, 1838, the 
timber was cut offin the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the Iowa “louse 
and atew other buildings were 
erected along Front street. The 
river bank was nearer than the 
railroad track is now. I don’t 
think Front street at the foot of 
Chestnut street was more than 
forty or fifty feet wide, and where 
trees werenot growing big stumps 


were left standing that made 
very ‘convenient seats for our 


town people to sit on while view- 
-ing the boats and river. The 
boats usually landed in front of 
the hotel. 

The lardiord, Robert C. Kin- 
ney, was a very pleasant, social, 
jolly old fellow, but quite excit- 


able. At his hotel he had. near. 
ly all of our most prominent mer 
boarding with him, for instance, 
Bree Hastines Jaco. Richman. 
Suel Foster, David and Asbury 
Warheld. (2M. [setta Dri toi 0. 
Watters, Dr..George Reeder, Dr. 


McKey, Dr. Blaydes—-in fact 
about all the unmarried doctors, 
lawvers aud merchants of our 


town boarded there. Robert set 
as good a table as the condition 
of the country would permit. 
They had no stove or range to do 
their cooking on, it was all done 
in a large stone fire-place and a 
baking oven located in the back 
yard. 

Asbury Warfield boarded there 
from 1837 to 1840, and said that 
they had a very common quality 
of iron knives and forks in use at 
the table. Ifa fork got a tine 
short some one would jab it up 
under the bottom of the table top 
and let it stick there. The table 
was a Stationaay one never 
moved and no one would think of 
looking up under there to find a 
missing fork. The *‘boys” would 
call foranother one. When Bob 
found the forks getting 
scarce he used to ejaculate, ‘‘Gor 
Almighty, Mertah, what got all 
the forks,” not aware that they 
were sticking under the table. 

Here let me make a mention of 
the change in the use of the knife 
and fork at the table. Previous 
to 1840 I never saw anything but 
a two-tined fork; then the food 
was passed from the plate to the 
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mouth with the knife. Since 
four-tined forks (silver) have came 
into use, the habit of changing 
the fork from the left hand to the 
right to pass the food to the 
mouth has been adopted by most 
eyery one, the old settlers ex- 
cepted, they are very slow about 
making the change. “ 

When Kinney was in bis glory 
there was aclassof young men 
who used to practice jokes on 
him. One day they caught his 
dog and tied a tin can to his tail. 
The dog started for home ata 
rapid rate, making a tremendous 
noise; on arriving at home Bob. 
opened the door, and in rushed 
the dog much to Bob’s disgust. 
He had to remove the can to save 
the house or its contents from des- 
truction. The boys hid them- 
selves fearing the indignation 
that migbt be vented on them. 

Whenever atraveling preacher 
of any denomination came along 
Bob. always opened hisdoors for 
meeting. Itisa disputed ques- 
tion who held the first meeting in 
the county, the Methodists or the 
Japtists. They both held their 
first meetings at the lowa House, 
kept by Robert C. Kinney. 

After the town had began to 
grow and we had other and better 
hotels, Kinney concluded he 


drawn up; he said he wanted a 


very strong one. Hastings 
copied one of the old English 
forms which occupied seyeral 


pages of paper, and read it oyer 
to Kinney, who was satisfied. 
Hastings paid a $25 board bill in 
this way. Kinney then went into 
the saw mill business with his 
brother Samuel, but did not like 
that very well and he concluded 
to go west. One night he was 
taken very sick and sent for Dr. 
C. O. Waters. The doctor went 
and found that there was nothing 
the matter with Kinney; he 
wanted to find out what Watters 


knew about Oregon, having sent 
for him to come and tell him in a 


protessional manner. The charge 
was credited on an old board bill. 
In the spring of 1843 or 44 Kin- 
ney started for Oregon where he 
became a prominent man, 
was a member of the legislature 
and accumulated considerable 
property. He died a few years 
ago. Hisson, Dr. August Kin- 
ney, is living at Astoria. 

would go out of business, anda 
man by the nameof Fry (Captain 
Fry) came along who rented the 
Iowa House. Kinney went to 
one of his legal boarders, Hon. 
5S. C. Hastings, and got a lease 
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_ [RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Early Days 


at Geneva. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, September 11, 1897; written by 
]. P. Walton. 


No. 


We came to Iowa on the 10th 
day of June 1838, twenty-four 
days before Iowa was made a ter- 
ritory. We disembarked from 
the good steamer Brazil, Orin 
Smith master, at the then prom- 
ising town of Geneva, tuaree 
miles up the river from Musca- 
tine. The town consisted of a 
group of five or six cabins and a 
steam saw mill. Everything was 
lovely until August when the 
ague took us. ‘There were five 
in the family and all took it 
within two weeks. We had it 
every day, or every other day— 
sometimes every third day—until 
the following April. At times 
we were all so sick that there 
was no one to help the others to 
a drink of water. 

By the assistauce of neighbors 
we were enabled to keep a supply 
of wood. It was very necessary 
that we should, for we kept the 
postoffice, my father being post- 


35. 

master. We had four mails a 
week that bad to be looked over. 
For the process seven minutes 
was allowed. The passengers 
got out and warmed while the 
mail carrier helped us overhaul 
the pouches. ‘There were two 
pouches, one for papers and one 
for letters. The postmaster had- 
orders to take out any loose pa- 
pers that were without the prop- 
er direction. In tkis way we 
were supplied with papers. The 
only profit in the office was that 
the P. M. got his mail free; 
otherwise we would have had to 
pay 25 cents for each of our east- 
ern letters. 

The post office brought the 
neighbors in and helped us get 
through the first winter alive. It 
was more than many of the early 
settlers did. The first winter 
was spent in a small log cabin 
not more than 16 feet square. It 
stood within one hundred yards 
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of where the Hare school house 
is now located, vearly south, or 
towards the river. There were 
five or six other families in 
the village; all got their water 
from the sulphur spring that 1s 
still running on the bank uf the 
river. The water was cool but 
the taste was notdesirable. Iam 
inclined to think that the water 
helped to bring on the ague, for 
the reason that those in other 
places that got their water out of 
wells did not suffer so much. 

The sheriff of the county, Jas. 
Davis, lived near us. Hie had 
originally kept a grocery store (a 
saloon), but when we arrived 
there was nothing left but a bar- 
rel of wine and it soongave out. 

One morning word came thata 
theft had been committed in 
Bloomington, and that the thief 
bad been traced to our neighbor- 
hood. Davis was expected to 
look him up; it was a bitter cold 
day; Davis concluded it was tot 
safe to follow in such extreme 
cold weather, so the thief took 
himself away much to Davis’ 
satisfaction. Davis went deer 
hunting that afternoon. 

The fact was that the people 
were glad enough if the thief did 
get away. There was no jail in 
Iowa, and it cost too much to 
send him away tor safe keeping. 

We recollect a case when a 
man by the name of Elrod 
had broken into a house belong- 
ing to Harvey Gillett and stole 
some money. He then stole a 


canoe and started down the river. 
Gillett offered a reward for his 
arrest and the return of the 
money. Two mounted men 
started down the other side of the 
the river, end headed the thief 
off at New Boston. He was 
brought back. Gillett got his 
money aud the sheriff got Mr. 
Elrod. He had to be kept 
some six weeks before court con- 
vened. It required a man con- 
stantly with. him, and the expense 
was likely to be quite heavy. So 
il was understood that on a cer- 
tain Saturday, a party of regula- 
tors was to take him across the 
river and place him on trial. It 
the fellow got away he 
wouid have been lucky. 

The prisoner became aware ot 
his situation and wanted his trial 
averted. No solution but escape 
seemed to offer. His guard was 
Isaiah Davis, a brother of the 
sheriff, who kept watch over the 
prisoner night and day. At 
night he locked him to the bed- 
sted with a log chain around his 
ankle. Isaiah became convinced 
that if he were once taken across 
the river he would not get away 
alive, and concluded the best 
thing for him wastoescape. He 
informed the sheriff’s wife of the 
situation of affairs, and advised 
her to have an extra amount of 
food cooked. On the night be- 
fore the day set for the trial 
across the river the prisoner got 
hold of the key and released him- 
self from his fasterings. He 
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helped himself to a supply of 
cooked provisions and left for 
parts unknown. He was not fol- 
lowed, and it was years afterward 
before Isaiah told me _ the- par- 
ticulars of his escape. 

Horse stealing was dealt with 
in a different mauner. It-was 
considered a capital offense and 
punished accordingly, generally 
without the interference ot the 
legal fraternity. 

James Davis. -.the — sheriff, 
wasa great “hunter and a very 
successful one. He kept the post 
office well supplied with game. 
We recollect seeing him bring in 
two very large’ bucks’ with their 
horns locked so tightly that they 
were never -separated. The 
larger one had killed the smatler, 
and he in turn fell a prey to 
Davis’ rifle. 

Our first purchase of stock was 
some chickens, and soon after we 
secured acow. Weraised a good 
crop of potatoes, but succeeded in 
digging only a few bushels be- 
tween spells of ague. The 
puncheon floor of the cabin was 
taken up anda hole dug in the 
ground to store wnat we succeed- 
ed in saving. By this means we 
managed to have potatoes most 
of the time, although many of 
our neighbors did not. 

In the spring of 1839 Davis 
moved to Bloomington, and we to 
the farm now owned by Mrs. John 
Anderson. There we took the 
post office and the ague, exper- 
iencing a shake every fewdavys all 


summer. When J look back at 
our former life I wonder we lived 
through its privations. It is fre- 
quently a question, is life worth 
living under such adverse circum- 
stances? If .viewed from the 
modern atheistic stand point it 
would not be, and ‘suicide wouid 
have followed. Our uncle who 
came with us in June got dis- 
gusted and left in the following 
October togo back to New -Iing- 
land. He started down the river 
expecting ‘to go up the Ohio. 
But the water was’ so low that 
navigation onthe Ohio was sus- 
pended, so he went by New Or- 
leans. There were no coasting 
steamers, so he had to take a sail- 
ing vessel. On Christmas day, 
mcre than two months later he 
stood on the dock at New York 
city waiting for his trunk to be 
unloaded. His retreat frum the 
Mississippi did not save him from 
the effects of theague. Itaccom- 
panied him to New England and 
stayed with him several years. 

By the time winter set in we 
were in a better condition to meet 
it. .Our money was all gone but 
we had raised some crops to live 
on. During this winterof 1839- 
40 there were many things to ex- 
cite the early settler, none more 
so-than the Missouri war. Of 
this we may speak in some other 
paper. 

The location of the capital at 
Iowa City was considered that 
wititer at the session of the legis- 
lature. Of course lowa City was 
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much nearer to us than Burling- 
‘ton and right behind us so that 
we had to furnish supplies for 
their citizens. No railroads were 
considered possible. The Moscow 
canal was surveyed that year for 
its possibility as a water way to 
supply Iowa City at cheaper 
freight rates. We were all in 
favor of moving the capital from 
Burlington to Iowa City. 

In the spring of 1840 we moved 
back to Geneva and took the post 
ofice with us. My father was a 
carpenter and spent most of his 
time working in Bioomington 
while we run the post office, 
raised garden vegetables, kept a 
few cows and peddled vegetables 
and milk in Bloomington. We 
hada small field of corn, and I re- 
member one occasion when the 
hogs got in we were in the act of 
running them out when we ex- 
perienced one of the worst at- 
tacks of ague we ever had. I 
have not had an attack for many 
years but wili attempt to describe 
one. It- generally comes on about 
lO or *il alm. The first sensa- 
tion is a disposition to stretch 
oues arms, which is soon followed 
by a pain in the back and a weak- 


ness in the legs. Very shortly 
one finds himself involuntarily 
shaking and his teeth chattering 
with the most excrutiating pain 
in the back and limbs, accom- 
panied by a thirst that seems to 
know no quenching. ‘This shak- 
ing will geuerally last half an 
hour or more followed by an in- 
tense fever for two orthree hours. 
After the fever subsides the sub- 
ject is too tired to do anything 
that day. At night the night- 
sweats follow. If the person has 
strength enough the bed will be 
wet with perspiration. In the 
morning he will get up feeling 
quite well until10 or 11 o’clock 
when the same symptoms will be 
repeated, and the same agonies 
endured. If the shake was hard 
the fever was light; if the shake 
was light—-a mere chill as 1t fre- 
quently was—the feyer was more 
intense. The ague itself was not 
considered very fatal. ; 
In the spring of 1841 my fathe 
died. Thisleft a vacancy in the 
post office. In place of having 
the vacancy filled we had the 
office discontinued. With it 
Geneva iost its legal existence. 
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BLOOMINGTON PART IN THE MISSOURL WAR, 


IN THE WINTER OF 1839 AND *40. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, September 18, 1897; written by 
lobe vwalton. 


IN ies 


When the treaty with the In- 
dians was made ceding this part 
of Iowa, called the ‘‘Black Hawk 
purchase,” to the United States, 
a portion of the southern part 
was reserved for a number of 
half-breed Indians, who were to 
occupy or sell as they chose. 
They chose the latter. There 
were originally about forty of 
them and their reservation 
amounted to some 30,000 acres. 
This Jand was sold to different 
parties, the largest portion to 
the Half-Breed Land Company, 
composed of Col. George Daven- 
port, Antoine lJLeClaire, the 
Phelpeses and others. The New 
York Land Company were also 
heavy purchasers. One truuble 
was that the Indians would sell 
and keep selling as long as they 
could find purchasers. Some of 
the land was probably sold several 
times—-Watered their stock. 

We are indebted to the late 
Suel Foster for the following: 

‘These multipled titles found 
they had too small atract of land 
for their ‘watered stock,’ and they 
found thattheir western boundary 


the head of the Des 
Moines river rapids which was 
previously known to be the name 
of the lower rapids of the Missis- 
Sippi river, just above the mouth 
of the Des Moines river. Tu 
change this boundary from the 
Mississippi to the Des Moines 
river rapids, would increase the 
quantity of the half-breed lands 
from 30,000 to nearly 100,000 
acres. 

“This change of boundary car- 
ried with it also a change of the 
northern boundary line of the 
state of Missouri, from the Des 
Moines river westward to the 
northwest corner of the state. 
The Missourians gladly accepted 
the change. Thus was laid the 
nest-egg of the Jowa and Mis- 
sourit war, which occurred in 
December, 1839, 

‘T have thought proper to be 
somewhat particular in describ- 
ing the causes which led to the 
difficulty with Missouri, because 
I suppose there are but few who 
understand it, and because of the 
very COnspicuous part the people 
of Muscatine county took in the 
fight. 
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“The change of this line threw 
a portion of Van Buren and Davis 
counties of this territory into 
Missouri. The tax collector of 
that county in Missouri came into 
the disputed territory, collecting 
taxes. and levied on some cattle 
and sent them off to sell for taxes. 
The owners of the cattle rallied 
among their neighbors, and raised 
a sherifl’s posse and retook the 
cattle and their sheriff with them. 
The prisoners were sent to Bur- 
lington, the capital of the terri- 
tory, where the legislature was 
in session; and from there the 
prisoner was forwarded to Musca- 
tine, so that he might be out of 
reach of the enemy. 

‘Governor Boggs, of Missouri, 
_ found that one of the sheriffs of 
the state had been kidnapped by 
a strong armed force from Iowa, 
issued a proclamation, calling the 
militia of his state toarms. Gov. 
Rubert Lucas, of Iowa, finding 
that our territory had been in- 
vaded by the Missourians, issued 
his proclamation, calling on the 
inilitia of our territory. Orders 
were sent to Gen. J. E. Fletcher 
to cail out the Second Brigade. 
John Vanatter was cominissioned 
colonel, and S. C. Hastings was 
appointed captain of a horse 
company. Two companies of in. 
fantry were also formed; a few 
from Cedar and Johnson counties 
were in the companies. But the 
cavalry was looked upon as the 
flower of the army. 

“After al! the volunteers had 


been rallied that could be enlisted 
the draft was resorted to fill up 
the army, [Our Father, Amos 
Walton, was notified ‘‘to appear 
armed and equipped as the law 
directs;” he was postmaster at 
Geneva at that time; he armed 
himself with his commission, to- 
gether with paper, pen and ink, 
and reported for duty. Ofcourse, 
he was excused and did not go.] 


J. W. Brady and Barton Lee 
were chosen lieutenants of the 
cavalry. Captain Hastings, 


knowing the importance of hav- 
ing an experienced orderly sear- 
gent, appointed a bright, active 
young man by the name of Suel 
Foster, for his orderly, who had 
had some military experience in 
the New Hampshire militia. The 
drafted men gave the captain and 
his orderly a great deal of trou- 
ble; we could not keep them any- 
more than we could waterina 
sieve. 

“The baggage wagons were 
loaded with a month’s rations of 
flour, pork and vinegar, and they, 
with the infantry, were ordered 
to march about 10 a.m. one cold 
winter day, about the 20th of 
December, 1839, with snow six 
inches deep. Captain Hastings’ 
cavalry was some two hours later 
in starting, and then a halt was 
twice called, and squads sent back 
to town to brieg in deserters. 
One of the most troublesome of 
these deserters was Dr. Lewis 
Mc&See. After McKee had given 
us much trouble in getting him 
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along about six miles down the 
slough road, he suddenly be- 
came very cold and must stop ata 
farm house to warm. Captain 
Hastings sent Orderly Foster to 
bring up McKee; but Mc. plead 
for mercey, for he would die if he 
‘rode two miles further without 
warmiug. The orderly listened 
to his vehement pleadings. 
Lieutenant Brady and ‘Seargent 
Howard were Sent for the orderly. 
Mac swore he wouldn’t 
other step until the whole com- 
pany came after him. Captain 
Hastings witn Lieutenant Lee, 
rode back to the sceues of dis- 
order. At this most extraordin- 
ary condition of demoralization 
of the flower of the army, the 
commander in chief, Gen. J. E. 
Fletcher, who was not far in ad- 


go an- 


vance, rode hastily back 
in somewhat of an_ excite- 
ment, as such 4 +. state or 
things must maturally make 


any officer of true military pride 
feel, and ordered Captain Hast- 
ings to the front of his company. 
The captain repeated the order to 
his orderly, the orderly repeated 
it to Dr.iMcKee.. The general, 
drawing his sword, exclaimed: 
‘I say, Captain Hastings, to the 
front of your company, or I will 
have you arrested and court- 
martialed.’ The captain had an 
Indian spear, with an irou point 
on a loug pole and that trimmed 
and ornamented with red flannel 
and feathers. Jhe orderly hada 
long crooked sword in the shape 


of a sickle, only the edge was on 
the outside instead of the inside. 
These orders were repeated by 
the general’s subordinates. down 
to private McKee, as fast as de- 
delivered, and many times over 
with bigher threats and louder 
veice. The two lieutenants stood 
back and laughed heartily with- 
out fear at the brandishing of 
these deadly weapons. By this 
time about half the company rode 
back to the scene to see what 
military items they could learn, 
for the most of them were quite 
raw in the service. McKee said, 
‘Gentlemen, as most of the com- 
Hany are heres Til: go now’) it 
seems that I could hear that 
beautiful, eloquent voice, as the 
doctor surrendered, as gentle and 
docile as a lamb. The doctor 
was a case and acharacter. Not 
so with Fletcher and “Tastings. 
The general ordered Lieutenant 
Lee and Orderly Foster to arrest 
Captain Hastings, and then the 


-general rode hastily away to save 


bloodshed and to organize the 
company. Captain Hastings 
swore he would not be arresed— 
that he would not be disgraced 
in that way, and sent General 
Fietcher a challenge. Fletcher 
replied that he would not com- 
promise the dignity of his office, 
to fight an officer of so low a 
rank. 

“Colonel Vanatter had _ pro- 
ceeded that day with the infantry 
as far as the timber bottom of the 
Iowa river, opposite Wapcllo, and 
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was preparing to camp when the 
cavalry came up. We dismounted, 
‘scraped away the aud 
pitched our tents, white some 
were building fires and getting 
‘supper. My messmate was Major 
‘-D. R. Warfield who had a 
splendid coon robe and a blanket, 
and I had two blankets. Our 
tent fronted a big log fire and we 
slept comfortably, although the 
next morning the thermometer 
was 12 degrees below zero by an 
instrument across the river at 
Wapello. Fortunately for us 
that it was cold, for the river was 
vot frozen sufficiently to bear 
teams the day wearriyed; but 
next morning at 10 o’clock we 
crossed in safetyon the ice. That 
first evening our surgeon, Dr. Elt 
Reynolds, broke through and 
went in, crossing on fooi. 

‘Our drummer, Major W. T. 
DeWebster, who at home was 
styled the Duke of Bloomington, 
was a very small man,a very 
active andenergetic man, of great 
military pride; he was elegantly 
uniformed with acap and cock- 
ade, and a red silk sash. The 


suow, 
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drum, fife and horn composed our 
baud. [That horn is now in the 
possession of the Walton brothers 
on Muscatine Island.] Colonel 
Vanatter thought the duke’s ap- 
pearance and pride too much for 
his achievements in time of 
action, aud the colonel zealously 
hated the sound of that beautiful 
drum. In thedead of night the 
head of the drum was broken in, 
aud the drum was used asa vessel 
of dishonor. Inquiry was made, 
and it is supposed that whilst the 


pickets slept an enemy came in 


and did it.” 

The army went as far as Bur- 
lington, when orders were re- 
ceived to return, which was ac- 
complished in two or three days. 
The mustering out time was cele- 
brated by the use of an immense 
amouut of army viuegar. 

I don’t know of but two sur- 
vivors at this time, William Gor- 
don and Abijah Winn; but 
strange to say, neither has any 
recollection of the other being 
there. It is possible that they 
could get a pension if they could 
agree about their claims. 


99 tdyin Yo beob oft at 


T1to boagqstivy ovod 
ot oi a a 
annalyor ‘et 


d notin sk to, Bias aeagh bas woe oodt aw, 
‘tewolo) -{.bnslal amiiszeylZ no stor oidw zis} au0 


+e Hottub ods iiyuort? Ilisns 
tot doum oot obitq bas QONATSOKY 7 
fo .omis 
vienoleox lanoteo su? bas, .wortos 
julifused tet Yo binwor ous boted 
orb 
“i nado esw moh oft Jo baod 
{yeeav 's 2&8 boeu enw muh ot bas 
bam 2ew .etivpnl ~r0n0deib Yo 
oil) jelidw tends bozoqque'e ti bas 
o} 9h Yaron ns Iqele etssdoig 
"ti bib bos 

“0H 2g iet en “new qs od T 
“91 919w eiehio nodw shotgail 
“38. eeu dvida ardor, oh bovies 
#7 ah Sai TO.0Wwl pi badetlq aro 


ates enw oinit tho arnsieuar od T sf, 


sess as be am ad) yd boiard 


ls yeary yeris lo Juvome, 


J-1u2 owl Jjod te wood j'a0b I. 


-100) ongilliW samit aids to-e10viy, 
iid = jai dajid A bas 
Tee esd ratios +182 Of ognartie. 
yuied xsito odd lo foilzallooes 
yi} Iedd sidizzoq 4h 41.9193 
bine? youd) hulenag s isy bluos 


| entialo PARES pores oiT am, 


Ke oan! 


a 


hi i] an 


w 


th 2idomevelios- etd 


nob. 


¢ 72 <x 


maul 


OW, a 


Caen Aen oh aralet oe 


omy 


he gag 
Be 
dsdasid Py: 


OQ, .tthanhinisid: owt bed. bn 


ow bas 27% gol vid & botmos) tes 
adi dguodts .yidarolmeax Igol 
Iemomted od} yninxom I9 
a5 (d oree wolad esorgob €! ess 
Js 29¥i2 odd azoiss tnomutien 
eu Tot etanuiscl ». ollaqe¥ 
eew 199/296). 201,.blo> daw 1 ed 
189d of yibmsioifise mesort Joi 
jud jboviaagey, yab odd -emiss 


oe anole AE te gaisem, x0 


deel’, sot 9d te water wi 
aia: Hoey mee Wwe yoinavzs 127 
bins. dguords silord, eblonas 
bag lezo19 yt Joo 
TW sols Pamayh wO"* 


26w omod tg odw ,jetedoW ol 


Golyaimeoht to sduC odabale 
194 riage pe bent U9, 2a" 
tsovg lon 


Ae pore 
Zaeee 4 ww seston 

% saps ete. Pete ee 

“+ Seite GE tg i a 


| 

vif 

= re Veen FL o 

14 af ee a i: dan eae Pe . 
cyt gt. Sh delit te as fy 
Ser chtias OST AG oaceen Ma 

bd hy eR ROE. espace ae. ins aie na x 


es 
* 


Etna as 


ia * ‘on ele Sle . n Bas toe Seu a 
hint pene Congo | 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The First County Jail. 


‘Published in the Muscatine Saturday 
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There was one public building 
that seems to have been neglected. 
No one has written its history, 
while no other one of the county 
buildings has done more or bet- 
ter service than the old jail. Its 
most beneficial service was its 
terror toevil doers. It stood from 
the timeof its corstruction in 
1839 or ’40 uatil its abandonment 
in 1856 as a place of punishment 
and safe-keeping for the law- 
breakers, thus being a protection 
for the law-abiders. 

It would seem as though a 
building that had served its pur- 
pose so well for fifteen years 
should not go down to oblivion un- 
described. It was erected on the 
northwest corner of the court 
house square; its location is yet 
observable by a hollow -or low 
place at the top of the terrace a 
little back from the corner. It 
was erected in 1839 or ‘40 being 
the first public building in the 


Mail, September 25, 1897; written by 


Valton. 


34: 

county, and was probably paid 
for out of the proceeds of sales of 
the commissioner’s quarter, as it 
was called. It was about 20x30 
feet, two-stories high and was 
constructed with 12x12 hewed oak 
timber halved down at the corner 
so the timbers were tight togeth- 
er. The outside was stripped up 
and sided like other buildings; 
tke floors were made of the same 
12x12 timber laid crosswise to 
one other; the sides of the lower 
story were lined with the same 
12x12 timber with a space of ten 
inches between the outside and 
inside courses of timber that was 
filled with broken stone. The 
floor, ceiling and walls of the 
lower story were lined with two- 
inch plank with a 20-penuny nail 
driven in every inch over the en- 
tire surface. The lower story 
was divided into two rooms with 
a two-inch partition. It may 
have been the plan to have one 
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room for the women and the other 
for the men. Each room had two 
holes not exceed 
inches square. running straight 
through the three-foot wall for 
light and ventilation. It was 
little better than the ‘tblack-hole 
of Caltatta:’ 

The lower story was uscd for 
the prisoners and the second 
story for the jailor to live in, 


to twelve 


the door being in the second 
story approachable with stairs 
from the outside. The prison 
rooms were reached through a 
trap door in the second story 


floor, a ladder being used for 
descent. When the prisoner was 
landed on the floor below it 
drawn up and the door closed, 
food and drink were let down 
with a cord and basket. 

Old Dan Smith was the jailor 


was 


for some time. He lived in the 
second story and had his black- 
smitn shop on the lot where 


Judge Brannan now lives. On 
one occasion he had two prisoners 
in for some offence, who con- 


ceived the idea of escape by 
setting fire to their bedding, 


which they did one morning after 
Dan had gone to his work. They 
started the fire and raised the 
alarm. They wanted the woman 
to let the ladder down to keep 
them from smothering. She 
Opened the trap door and let the 
smoke come up, and went for 
Smith, he came and commenced 
letting down water to put out 
the fire which they were compelled 
to do, 


After the present jail was built 
the old one had to be removed. I 
went to the county judge and 
asked him what he would take 
for it. He said he had been of- 
fered $50 for i: but wanted $60. 
I told him I would take it and 
gave hima check for it on Satur- 
day after banking hours. I was 
quite impatient about it until 
Monday morning when he could 
get his money for fear he would 
back out. ; 

The following week I com- 
menced to take out the oak tim- 
bers. I had all the wesi side of 
the square covered with them, 
when the people began to find 
fault with the judge for selling so 
cheap. He had kept. it nearly a 
year looking for a purchaser be- 
fore I got it. I had contracted 
with the M.& M. R. R. Co. for 
bridges and tank frames so I had 
use for considerable of it, I also 
exchanged some $200 worth of 
the timber with Chambers tor 
other lumber, and sold the city 
one bill of $300 for piling. On 
the whoie J cleared about $1000 
out of the old jail which I think 


was about the first cost of the 
building. 
While the old jail was oc- 


cupied the county had consider- 
able difficulty to get a man to 
live in the second story and take 
care of the prisoners, so a new 
jail was built. As soon the new 
jail was completed and better ac- 
commodations were furnished for 


the prisoners, we had more of 
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them. Jhe dread of the old 
prison no longer existed so they 
increased in numbers. 

This old jail was used foran 
insane asylum when the patients 
had to be confined. The state 
had no asylum at that time, so 
they were kept in the lower prison 
for the want of a better place. I 
think that they had a cage built 
in the upper story for the 
milder ones. It was no uncom- 
mon occurance for the passer-by 
to be saluted by their unearthly 
yells. 


A word about the safety of the 
old jail. Shortly after it was 
built a couple of hard cases dug 
out through the drain and left 
without being captured. The 
drain was then securely repaired 
so no further escapes eccurred 
without help from the outside. 
When a keeper did not live in the 
upper part watchmen were hired 
to guard the prison, then occas- 
ionally a prisoner would escape 
as they have many times from 
the present jail. 


_ [RECOLLECTIONS OF 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS OF MUSCATINE. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, October 2, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


Nips: 
mo eae 


“Like a snow flake on a river 
A moment white, then gone for ever.” 


As a rule the photograph bust- 
ness has been in the bands of a 
very transient class of operators. 
They would be here to-day aud 
fill our houses with ‘choice 
gems,” and gone to-morrow, the 
place to be filled by another of 
the same occupation. They would 
frequently lap on to each other, 


then the price was down. 
rooms ir 


Lue 
the Burnett building 
have been occupied by an artist 
for more than 40 years. We 
don’t know who was the first one 
there. We are Satisfied it has 
been occupied by more than a 
half a dozen different operators, 
we can’t name them all, neither 
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do we expect to give the names 
of any but the prominent ones 
‘that have visited our city. 


THE FIRST DAGUERREOTYPIST IN 
IOWA. 
In August, 1839, Daguerre an- 


nounced that he had discovered 
the art of makitg pictures by 
sun light. Inthe fall of 1840a 
live young man fromConnecticut, 
by the name of Chester Weed, 
brought a camera obscura and 
astonished the citizens of Bloom. 
1agton by making a picture of 
his father. The old picture is 
yet in existence, and was quite a 
respectable picture. I have often 
seenit. This was probably the 
first daguerreotpye taken in the 
western states. 

It is somewhat wonderful to 
think that the art would reach 
here so soon. At that time there 
were no steamships crossing the 
Atlantic, and not much railroad 
travelin America. It weuld take 
nearly two months for a man to 
start at Paris and reach Bloom- 
ington, and then to think that 
within two years a man had gone 
to Boston and jearned the art and 
traveled clear to lowa and made 
pictures. One will have to cuon- 
clude that we had fast times then 
as well as now. 

Chester Weed opened a studio 
in Muscatine and Iowa City. I 
think that he did not make much 
money at it, for he sold out his 
outfit and wert to clerking for 
Jos. Bennett. 

The daguerreotype 


art. in 


America was taught in Boston 
and New York. After Chester 
Weed had completed his studies 
in Boston he started west, but 
stopped in New York and called 
on Professor Morse, the inventor 
of the telegraph, who was in a 
dark room connected with an old 
school house developing a picture. 
He afterwards became famous 
with his telegraph. 

The process of making pictures 
by sun light was by rendering a 
polished silver plate sensitive by 
the use of chemicals; it took 
some Six minutes to sit for a pic- 
ture. , 

There was one singular occur- 


rence. After Chester Weed came 
bere he worked all the first win- 
ter with no success. He after- 


wards found that other artists 
were troubled in the same way. 
With the same chemicals in the 
spring of 1841 he produced good 
pictures. Mr. Weed sold his out- 
fit to Arthur Washburn, who 
never made an effort to do any- 
thing with it. His children de- 
stroyed the old camera. 

. After Chester Weed went out 
of the business a number of tramp 
daguerreotypists came along; fre- 
quently a traveling gallery on 
wheels would give us a call; 
sometimes a floating boat on the 
river. J recollect the first time I 
ever sat for a picture was in the 
spring of 1854. I pulled out a 
studio boat for a man by the 
name of White, and had my pic- 
ture taken as part pay. I have 
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it yet. Itis a good illustration 
of Burns’ poem: 
“Oh, would some one the giftie gie us’ 

To see ourselves as others see us, 

It would from many a failing free us.” 

In 1856 we had two operators, 
one by the name of M. D. Cook 
the other John Hunter, who also 
practiced dentistry. When they 
came and how long they staid we 
“cannot say; at all events, when 
the directory of 1859 was pub- 
lished their names did not appear, 
but the names of George P. Hall 
and W.H. Martin appeared as 
photographers. 

Mr. 
first successful photographer who 
came here was James Hart, whose 
name occurs in the directory of 
1866. Mr. Phelps says that Hart 
had his gallery in the second 
story of the building on the east 
side of Jowa avenue between Sec- 
and, aua 0 Third streets. «ait 
Phelps says he paid $300 for one- 
half of Hart’s outfit for his 
nephew **Buuk” (J. P. Phelps) 
who was also to receive instruc- 
tion in the profession. 

Early in the sixties James G. 
Evans appeared and opened a 
gallery on the west side of lowa 
avenue, north of Second street. 
Mr. Evans was assisted by his 
wife, who spent the most of her 
time at the gallery. According 
to our recollections he was the 
leading photographer of our city. 
“Ye was not satisfied with his 
quarters and when Mr. S. G. 
Stein erected the building that 1s 


Fred Phelps thinks the: 


now occupied by Batterson, on 
Second street, he asked Stein to {i: 
up the third story for him which 
he did under Evan’s direction, 
but when the room was finished 
Stein rented it to someone else 
greatly to the disgust of Evans, 
who commenced a suit for service 
aS an architect. Stein settled it 
by paying Evans something like 
375-or $100. Evans bought the 
building on the west side 
of Jlowa avenue and fitted 
it up for business: in the first 
story and a gallery in the second 
story. Mauy of our citizens 
recollect his> keeping” + tte 
avenue full of earth and _ brick 
nearly all one winter. Evans 
eventually left Muscatine. I 
have been informed that he is in 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

In 1866 there were fcur photo- 
graphers—J. G. Evans, J. Hart, 
T. J. Van Buren, and S. L. Long. 

In 1869 we had J. G. Evans, H. 
Botiepan, J.P. and @.:b Phelps. 
“Bunk” Phelps bought Hagan 
out and he left. Hus gallery was 
over Graham’s drug store, north 
corner Second and Cedar street. 
Van Buren and Long had disap- 
peared. 

In 1879 we had J. G. Evans on 
the west side of lowa avenue, L. 
A. Phelps on the east side of the 


avenue, J. A. Allen in the Bur- 
nett building, and J. P. Phelps 
over the postoffice in Stein’s 


building where Batterson is now 
located. 
In 1883 we had E. B. Edwards, 
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C.F. Phelps, and J. P. Phelps. 

In 1886 we had E. B. Edwards, 
210 Iowa avenue; W. W. Owens, 
over post office in Stein’s build- 
ing; Fred S. Phelps, in Burnett’s 
building; Joseph P. Phelps, 309 
east Second street. 

In 1891 we had Clifford & Sou, 
309 east Second street; Grosheim 
Brothers, in Burnett’s building; 
Joseph P. Phelps, 211 Iowa ave- 
nue, and L. M. Townsend at 117 
and 118 west Second street. 

In 1895 we had Clifford & Son 
in their newand present quarters, 
210 and 211 Cedarstreet; JohnA. 
Groveslund, 117-119 west Second 
street; Alex and Oscar Grosheim, 


rere 


117-119 east Second street, FT 6 A 
O. Hole, 418 Mulberry street. 

There was one tragedy that oc- 
curred in the Burnett building, 
the date of which we do not re- 
member. A young man by the 
name of John Hall dressed him- 
self in his best clothes and took a 
dose of cyanide of potassium 
which produced instant death. 
This, if we recollect aright, was _ 
the only death of a protographer 
in our city. The two Phelps 
boys whoif not born were raised 
here, are still in the business, P. 
L. Phelps in Carbondale, IIls., 
and J. P. Phelps (Bunk Phelps) in 
Sheffield, Alabama. 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, October 9g, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


During the past week we have 
received the following Ictter: 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 28, 1897. P. O. 
box 35. My dear Mr. Walton:—I have 
the copy of the last MUSCATINE SATUR- 
DAY Mari, and have read Clay Rich- 
man's letter. 

{ watch with interest the carecr of all 
our Muscatine boys who are yet in the 
service, Will Reeder, Clay Richman, 
Rowland Hill and all others. 


39. 


In reading Lieutenant Richman’s let- 
ter I am_ strongly reminded of all 
ot those in New York city whom he 
mentions, Wallace-—In 1876 my father 
and I were in New York city, our birth 
place, together. We were in St. Paul's 
church yard, lower Broadway, looking at 
the tombstones ot the Cadle’s when, 
just across the street from an office win- 
dow some one called “Cadle.” We went 
abel and had a pleasant hour with Wal- 
ace, 
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Will Ziegler. He was a pupil of mine 
-when I had my experience as a school 
teacber near Sweetland Center in 1856. 


Then the teachers ‘boarded round.” 
There are but few of that experience 
left. J am sure that my friend Mr. Wit- 


ter has had no such experience in his 
work as a teacher. 

Mr. Underwood was in a bank in Mus- 
catine soon after | was a teller in Isett 
& Brewster's bank, and from their 
counter I enlisted as a private in Cap- 
tain Ben. Beach’s company “H,” of the 
Eleventh Jowa,—a company of Musca- 
tire boys from which twenty-six were 
made commissioned officers. 
were instructed by Ben Beach, George 
Magoon and George R. White, and I 
think that I may say that all of us of 
company “H” did our duty. 

John Lemp and his daughter, Ella, 
lived close to the Cadle house on Front 
street, 

Or. Reeder, the father of Lieutenant 
Commander Will Reeder, U. S.N., and 
Dr. Olds, took care of me in 1845, when 
I had typhus fever. I remember this 
the more distinctly because I have yet 
the scars of the “Spanish Fly” blisters 
that the doctors, in those days, adnuin- 
istered. The scar of the wound that I 
received in the Vicksburg campaign is 
as plain as the scars that Doctors Reed- 
er and Olds leftin those of years ago. 

Later, in 1832, when we were in ‘front 
of the enemy” J, not feeling weil, went 
to Dr. George Reeder, surgeon of the 
Second Iowa cavalry, and he gave me 
medicine of a milder nature with satis- 
factory results. 

_ T realize that Iam an old max, though 
a Muscatine “boy,” and find <hat I am 
exercising that prerogativz of old peo- 
ple, prolixity, So, notwithstanding ] 
have many other memories of olden 
Muscatine | will end this, 

Yours very truly, 
CORNELIUS CADLE. 
To Mr. J. P. Walton, Muscatine, lowa 
This letter reminds us that our 


They’ 


old friend, Cornelius Cadle, sr.. 
has had little more than a passing 
mention, in our series of recollec-. 
tious, as a memler of the firm o: 
Chambers, Cadle & Co. 

In October, 1843, Cornelius Ca- 
dle, sr.,. came to Bloomington 
with his father, his step-mother, 
his brother Richard and his wite 
and three sons. On the day of 
his arrival hts father died, andcn 
the following day his mother, 
both were buried the same day. 

He soon commenced to butld a 
saw mill on the ground where 
now stands the mill recently used 
by the Kaiser Box Company. 
This was the first saw-mill 
erected within our city. After 
getting the mill torurning he sold 
one half to a man by the name of 
Riley. After the Chambers 
commenced to operate here Riley 
sold his half to the Chambers 


Brothers, hence the uame of 
Chambers, Cadle & Co. When 
the firm owas dissolved Ccr- 


nelius was about Cown to first 
principals in the financial way 
of looking. He had agood name 
and managed to keep on in the 
lumber business for five or six 
years. I think Kessinger was in 
company with bim and perhaps 
he may have sold lumber for Kes- 
singer for a while. 
After giving up the lumber 


business he kept the old 
office that stood on the north 
side of Second street, east of 


Mulberry, for a shop to work 1b. 


Iiere he made otnamental furni- 
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ture and brick-a-brack of rare and 
choice woods. of wbich he made 
quite a collection. In his little 
shop be could be found most of 
the time, and we rarely passed 
that part of the city without 
calling on him to exchange a few 
stories or crack a few jokes. 
Cadle was one of the sharpest 
jokers in our city, natural 
punster; for instance, on the first 
of January, 1876, he had charge 
uf the Congregational 
and a proposition was made to 
have all the bells in the city rung 
at 12 o'clock p. m., to ring in the 
Centennial year; Cadle’s bell was 
rung. On the following day he 
claimed to be out of sorts about 
staving up all night to ring the 
bell and declared he would not 
ring it again (meaning the secord 
centennial.) The declaration 
went the rounds with all but 
a few seeing the point. 

He was one the principal work- 
ing members of the Congrega- 
tional church, was senior deacon 
and sexton, and attended to the 


a 


church, 


seating of the visitors. He was 
an active member of the old 


Scientific Club which was the be- 
ginning of the present Academy 
of Science. As a social, genial 
family Cornelius Cadle’s had no 
superior At one of the Club 
meetings, held at Peter Musser’s 
within a short distance of Cadle’s, 
it was suggested we havea ‘‘pil- 
low case party’ and call on the 
deacon. (Of course Mrs. Cadle 
was let into the secret.) Mrs. 


+ 


. 


claimed to be ku kluks. 


Musser’s bureau drawersand beds 
were levied on for sheets and 
pillow cases to the number of 
twenty-five or thirty. When 
properly clad we started out in 
single file and marched to the 
Cadle residence. At the front 
door we were met by the deacon, 
who welcomed us, although we 
We are 
net going to recount the fun that 
followed. 

As a public man Cornelius 
Cadle had more than the ordinary 
share of duties ts perform. For 
a series of years he was deputy 
county treasurer. In the years 
1855 and in 1856, and in 1868 he 
was on the city council as alder- 
man; in 1862 he was city meas- 
urer and again in 1867 and 1869. 
At that time the office of city 
measurer was quite an office. 
most of the lumber sold here had 
to be measured when taken out 
of the riverand most of the logs 
sawed at the mills were measured 

Cadle did most 
It made little dif- 
ference whether he was measurer 
or not, he gave good satisfaction 
and was selected to doit. In 
1882 he was city treasurer and at 
the expiration of his term turned 
his papers and funds over to Willi 
Block, his successor. 

Mr. Cadle was a native of the 
city: of New York, where his 
father was born and three ot his 
children, Cornelius, Edward F. 
and William L; the three young- 
er, Charles F., Henry and Abbie 
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(now Mes. I’. Mahin) were born iu 
Muscatine. Mr. Cadle was born 
March 11, 1809, was married to 
Miss Abigail Larrabee in May, 
1836, had four children; after 
her death he married, on March 
4, 1848, Miss Ruth Lamprey. 
They had two children, Henry 
now of Bethany, Mvc., and Abbie 
the wife of Frank W. Mahin, of 
Clinton, Jowa. . 
If our space would permit we 
would be giad to mention some- 


ry 


thing abuut Mrs. Ruth Lamprey 
Cadle, who died April 5, 1885, 
but will bave to forego it until 
we write about the noble women 
of our city. 

In December, 1885, Mr. Cadie 
went to Alabama to sperd the 
winter with his son Cornelius, 
and on the 11th day of March, 


peo, he died-” there). on: the 
seventy-seventh anniversary of 
his birth. His remains were 


brought to Muscatine for burial. 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail October 16, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 

One day in the summer of 1851 
old Squire Crandal, as he was 
called (Thomas Crandal) wanted 
a little job of work done—clean- 
ing out his back yard or some- 
thing similar—so he went out on 
the street to look for some one to 


doit. He observed a heavy-set 
man with very plain clothes, 
likely Kentucky jeans, with 
course shoes, and perhaps a 


white shirt, unbuttoned, witha 
common straw hat that had seen 


LO. 

better days, and in all appearing 
much like a farmer with his 
working suit on. Crandal con- 
cluded that the man could do his 
work, so he accosted him, saying, 
“Y wanta man todo a couple of 
hour’s work, to clean out my back 
yard, will you dg it for me?” 
The mau said he would do it, and 
went to work. He worked faith- 
fuily for two hours and got the 
yard cleaned. Crandal paid him 
25 cents aud complimented him 
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on the dispatch of the work, and 
stated that when hehad another 
job of work he would look him 
up. The man thanked Crandal 
and told him if he needed more 
help to cali on Rev. Henry Clay 
Dean, the minister in charge of 
the Methodist church of Bloom- 
ington. It was then Crandal’s 
turn to apologize, which he did 
in the best way he knew how. 

I think that was Dean’s first 
work in our city. During the 
term of one year he spent here 
no man attained a greater noto- 
riety; not only in our city, but in 
the state at large. He became 
so famous as a preacher and 
towered so much above the other 
members of the conference that 
they got afraid or envious of 
him, so they ‘polled their inter- 
ests together’ and got him sent 
to the smallest circuit in the con- 
ference, believing that he would 
resign, which he did. 

From a paper read to the 
Academy of Science, on March 
29, 1883, by Hon. John Mahin, 
we make the following extracts: 

“The most remarkable man in 
the history of the Methodist pul- 
pit of Muscatine was Henry Clay 
Dean. Hewasastrange mixture 
of erudition and simplicity, and 
of earnestness and frivolity.— 
Capable, vet capricious, coarse, 
yet at times sublime, he was 
always entertaining, if not at all 
times edifying. He could preach 
“ profound sermon with thesame 
tase that he could Jead a refrac- 


tory boy out of the church by his 
ear, thus performing the duties 
of preacher and policeman. He 
wes always most omnipresent— 
visited his parishioners at all 
hours, even in the night, and no 
matter how late the call, would 
request the sisters to furnish him 
a lunch from their cupboards. 
He knew almost everybody, and 
nearly everything about them. 
When he took timeto study so as 
to become the walking lbrary 
he was, nobody knew, for he was 
too restless to sit down and 
read. Although he did not com- 
plete his year at this charge, and 
although he was eccentric be- 
yond measure, he was not a bad 
man. Indeed I donot remember 
any one I ever knew who seemed 
more conscientious in his way. 
He had no vices—nothing disa- 
greeable except uncouthness of 
manner and dress. He severed 
his connection with the Metho- 
dist ministry soon after leaving 
Muscatine and turned his atten- 
tion to politics and the law, de- 
veloping as the war or the rebel- 
lion opened into a sympathizer 
with the south.” 

I think Dean was a native of 
Virginia or Kentucky, and edu- 
cated as a lawyer, and practiced 
law before entering the ministry. 
He had the southern notion that 
the women should sit on differ- 
ent sides of the aisle from thie 
men. I think this was thecustom 
of the early Methodist church. 
They had commenced to change 
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the custom here; some of the 
heads of the older families occu- 
pied the same seats. When Dean 
“came here heat once disapproved 
of it; he announced thatthe men 
should sit on one side and the 
women on the other. There was 
a prominent brother, Thomas 
Morford, who declined to sit 
among the “‘goats.’’ He attend- 
ed church with his family and 
they took their accustomed seat. 
Brother Dean did not mince mat- 
ters; heat once struck the names 
of brother Morford and wife 
from the church roll, and’so an- 
nounced it. J don’tthink he had 
any further trouble. Brothers 
Jacob Mahin and George Porter 
of course had to sit among the 
“goats.’”’ As soon as Dean left, 
the men got to sitting with the 
women. This arrangement was 
well enough on the part of Dean, 
for upto his time and since, there 
has been two women to one man 
attending church services, but 


during Dean's time the men 
attended, and it required as 


much room for them as it did 
for the women—the church was 
always full. 

Previous to coming here, Dean 
served a term as chaplain of the 
United States senate; this made 
him aequainted with the noted 


men in congress, and other 
statesmen. When Henry Clay 


died, Dean was called on to pre- 
pare an address at the memorial 


taal = AeA RTT 
excercises held by the Mason, ‘ 
fraternity of this city in u 
Methodist Church. 
fine address. 

Dean was avery social man; he 
always led in conversation, a!. 
though always willing to lears 
anything from another he could. 
During his stay with us, on a’. 
most every evening, except Sun. 
day, after meeting time, when it 
was possible hecould be founda: 
Mchibben’s office as late as 9:50 
or 10 o’clock.. In those daysa 
number of, our best informed 
citizens met at McKibben’s place 
to compare notes and discuss dit- 
ferent questions. This was con- 
genialto Dean. I recollect oneof 
his remarks: he said ‘‘that his 
enemies always told him his 
faults, his friends neverdid.” We 
find that is generally the case in 
almost every man’s experience. 

Deanhad agood law education 
and wanted to let the Blooming- 
ton people knowit, and he had a 
chance. A couple of men got in- 
toarowand one killed the other. 
Dean defended the murderer and 
got him cleared; he made the 
jury believe that the deed was 
done in self-defense, but the peo- 
ple never respected Dean half as 
much after that—they could not 
think well of a preacher turning 
himself out as a lawyer. We 
felt a little that way ourselves 
and did not go to hear his mas- 
terly address to the jury. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Presidential Campaigns of 1840 to 1848. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, October 23, 1897. 


Written by J. P. Walton. 


INGOs: 


In 1840 Iowa had no vote for 
president, but she heard the noise 
and felt the spray of that great 
political wave that swept over 
the states to the east of us, plac- 
ing for a brief month a whig 
president in the chair of state. 

We had two political parties 
at that time—the whigs and dem- 
ocrats. The whigs advocated a 
protective tariff, internal im- 
provements by the government 
and a national bank, and were 
the aggressive party.. In the 
‘astern states a high tariff and 
thenational bank were questions 
of most importance; while in the 
western and southern states the 
national bank, and above all, in- 
ternal improvements by the na- 
tion, was the greatest hobby.— 
They wanted the Mississippi 
Tiver improved; Louisiana and 
Mississippi wanted the river lev- 
ied; Iowa and Illinois wanted 
the rapids improved. 

The democrats were a little 
divided on the tariff question.— 


The southern states wanted free 
trade. In the eastern and cen- 
tralstates they advocated a tariff 
for revenue only., “They were all 
decidedly opposed to a national 
bank. President Andrew Jack- 
son, theirthen great politicrl dic- 
tator, had once vetoed a United 
States bank, and of course they 
hadtoindorse hisact for at least 
one generation. In regard to in- 
ternal improvements they were 
great ‘‘state’s right’’ men, and, 
of course, they wanted eachstate 
to make its own improvements. 
They could run the government 
on that line for a while, but since 
the war of the rebellion they are 
all getting bravely over thatidea. 
While at the recent Western 
Water Way convention in Dav- 
enport, we met several southern 
gentlemen, all democrats, but all 
in favor of national improve- 
ments on the western rivers. We 
“bridged the bloody chasm’”’ on 
that point at Jeast, and did not 
differ materially with them in 


Pes wit 
wostatt ‘TL ot Ladibeny ¥ nin hi or hr ne 
ary) 3 es ts a 
Tie Seana Sate ae Sore Saat 
=n ip on zy nied af a) ee yeak 2 


an iets ak estate motdras oT 
fico been evrdtano oft ol shart 
tinal s hetnoovbe vodd astateleat 
ip sey youT. aginto ousorst tot 
nnothne nO? bosomro vibebissb 
Joslornbaé tophizeesT Anal 
nil brotsilocg tawrg sroy viods woe 
vin s heedev seve bad ,otHs 
sons sarco9 to baa anad eotnid 
enolsa tol Jon etl serebmior bad 
(tio? brsgor nL, spatharense 9110 
riaw vad? etnomovergmt Lents 
bis aon. Jigin a ohade testy 
initiations. bose vweved? aes to 
ainoinovordini awo aiednen ot 
reerrimoveg aft aut biol T 
yonte dud ofthe wp-toh omit tet? ero 


rn ytd noilfodeadt tomar old. 


nabi tilt 1970 vleverdgecriey tte 
nisseo ll! Jasot, alt tn. otith 
vad at nottnerne) yi win 
miattinoe Lewrse dors sw Stogis 
is dud .2ztatsom>b-ie eepenal tog 
sorqent Lanois leo movi si 
oY  eroxn merase ols rie ed ere 
no" mands ott Boghind " 


ton, bth ban. uparaswboun vr nai | 


nt seroetd Paativt baleen 


1 
EEA ae ; 


; 
a PREM 


310t stow of headed ant a ny 
seior ols Dised sleded soobiasiq — 
duorg tadt to qange odd slot be 
agro tqone tit onew incititoq 


_~orlq ,20 lo tén9 ont ot aotete old 


gitoy on alien: Tobe w aol gai 
otnte to tintoodt ai Jushizeg — 


exitisg lestileq owt bed VW) 


-oob bar apgidey sdd-—sonit dot da 

& belncovhs egilw odT eten0 
«ml [nertesan jitind svitestory | 
tromiurm70y oft vd atnomroTy 
own bas dined tanoited # bun 
odd al .craq drivetyys dt). 
bon Rite) fyil m aotete stan | 
inoinsupsieke Rapier mei 
old ai slidw jamesoqai seoalo 
old 20lete iviodine’ bas axotedw - 
tills ovode hay trad Innoitnn 
wort old) xjetnabesronriiiteeadt' 8 
—~iddod testes oft enveynoid 
SieymiaceaiAti nant -bedounghiegl 
bas nasiainod 4 


srolrovinods 


ol geen e WA 


ae 


aa We 


politicsonlyin name. They were 
mostly, so far as I was able to 
draw them out, gold men—had 
voted for Bryan, but were glad 
McKinley was elected. 

But to return to our Iowa pol- 
itics. In1840wehada good log 
cabin and hard cidercelebration; 
not much cider was drank for no 
apples were grown inthis region 
at that time—whiskey answered 
the purpose. The speeches were 
made in a groveon Front street, 
south of Mulberry, about where 
Batterson’s dwelling is now lo- 
cated. We don’t recollect who 
the speakers were, but believe it 
to have been the first political 
‘meeting held in this part of the 
state. The election passed off 
and it took more than month to 
“get the results so far out west. 
William Henry Harrison was 
elected, the democrats claiming 
he was sung into office. This 
was probably the case in a great 
measure. It was the first time 
that songs had ever been used 
to any extent in political cam- 
paigns. The songs were num- 
hberless and were of the doggerel 
type; anybody could sing or hal- 
loothem, but they all had points. 


Iowa was democratic. It re- 
mained democratic for some 
time. A majority of the first 


settlers came from democratic 
states and they held on to their 
old political faith. It took a 
new generation to change it. 

At this early day, fully fifty 
years ago, both political parties 


had a vulture preying on their 
livers,” neither one could gc 
clear of it—both made obcisanc 
to. cslavery. “The’* democrats 
seemed to take the lead and to 
keep it unless the whigs gave 
their aid to slavery, and as 
slavery did not want a protect- 
ive tariff and the New England 
states did, there was quite hot 
times at the elections. If anv 
territory was in dispute slavery 
did the dictating. In the early 
days of the Van Buren adminis- 
tration, lf lam not wrong in my 
date, there was a dispute over a 
tract of land on our northeastern 
boundary of the state of Maine. 
Slavery had concluded that we 
did not want any more northern 
or free states, so our claim was 
relinquished to Great Britain. 
In 1844 the candidates were 
Henry Clay, of Kentucky, and 
James K. Polk, of Tennessee. 
Clay was the whig and was by 
farthe mosteminent man. Polk 
lived farther south. The great 
question at that time was the 
northwestern boundary line. The 
whig war cry was “Fifty-four, 
forty, or fight.’ The discussion 
beeame hot and Polk, inorder to 
check-mate the whigs, declared 
he would suffer his right hand 
to drop off before he would sign 
any treaty to shut off fifty-four 
forty. The slave states knew 
better and they supported and 
elected him. The result was that 
during his term of office Texas 
annexed, California 
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acquired and the northwestern 
difficulty was settled by surrend- 
ering to England all it wanted. 

The whigs carried the election 
uf 1848 and elected Gen. Zach- 
ariah Taylor, and hoped to re- 
cover some of their lost prestige, 
but as Taylor died in about thirty 
days, as Gen. Harrison had done, 
the whigs charged the democrats 


with poisoning or killing him in 
some way. Millard Fillmore, 
the vice president, succeeded to 
his place and turned traitor to 
the whigs; whether it was fear, 
money or the hope of future pro- 
motion that caused him to pursue 
such a course none have been able 
to learn. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


POLITICS 


IN IOWA. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail October 30, 1897; written by 


TE2 Wy 

No. 

In our last article we mentioned 
the election of Zachariah Taylor 
(old rough ready) in 1848. 
This was the first time Iowa 


voted fora pr ‘dent. Itwas my 
first vote. ‘The election was held 
inthe court house in the room 
now occupied by the auditor. 
We were a part of Bloomington 
township, which comprised the 
present township with Fruitland, 
a part of Lake, and all of the city. 
All voted at one place, the court 


alton, ; 
a2: 

house. We did not have the 
the Australian ballot then. The 


parties selected about four chal- 
lengers on each side, and a dozen 
or so on both sides to stay at the 
polls to electioneer and pass tick- 
ets. The result was that it was 
one grand row all daylong. A 
stranger or a man that the chal- 
lengers had any doubt about his 
right to vote, or a timid man, 
was sure to get challenged anc 
would have to swear his yote in. 
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It took a strong determined man 
to actas challenger as he took 
some risk todoit. In 1848 Jacob 
Butler was one of the challengers 
on the whig side: J have forgot- 
ten who the democrats had, at all 
events 1 had a chance to swear 
my votein. I expecteditand did 
not get mad, although I soon 
found out who reported me. 
They expected to scare me away, 
which wasa game practiced on 
both sides. The polls closed at 
6 p. m.; a terrible rush was made 
to force the challegers away by 
first one party then the other, 
and while the row ‘‘was on” a 
few illegal votes were likely to 
be run in. 

After this election no other one 
occurred that had anything like 
excitement about it, until the 
next presidential election in 1852. 
Then the whigs made another 
desperate effort to elect Major 
General Winfield Scott. He had 
been yery prominent in the Mexi- 
can war; wasa very fine looking 
man, and commander-in-chief of 
the regular army. An effort was 
made to sing him in, as had been 
done in 1840 with Harrisor. We 
had in our little city more excite- 
ment than ever occurred before. 
Both parties tried to out do each 
other. The whigs secured an 
old sceic artist by the name of 
Scinnottie, who painted a huge 
banner with the‘‘Hero of Lundy’s 
Lane” of heroic size; the banner 
was probably twenty-five feet 
square, and hung across Secoud 


street. They had big politica: 
gatherings, drank some ale and 
lotsof whiskey. Lager beer was 
not here then. 

The democrats had a candidate 
from New Hampshire by the 
name of Franklin Pierce; while 
not much could be said for him, 
not much could be said against 
him. Such was not the case with 
General Scott, he was frequently 
known by the name of ‘‘old fuss 
and feathers.” He started out to 


make a_ series of speeches, 
which proved too much for 
him; his meetings were 


large, for to see General Scott 
was a treat not to be enjoyed 
every day. Talking to the com- 
mou people was different from 
commanding an army; in order to 
please his hearers of foreign 
birth he used the expression ‘'] 
always love to hear the rich Ger- 
man accent and sweet Irish 
brogue.” This saying preceded 
and followed after him wherever 
he went, and it got to bea laugh- 
ing stock. 

Iu 1852 two more parties made 
a Showing; the Native American 
or Know Nothing party, which 
neld as its principles that all for- 
eign born persons should be here 
twenty-one years before voting, 
and never be allowed to hold 
office; their ‘‘slogan” was ‘‘put 
nothing but Americans on guard.” 
The other party was the Free 
Soil party, who claimed that no 
more slave territory should exist 
and no more slave states be ad- 
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mitted. The two new parties 
had their effect on the whig and 
democratic parties, but more 
especially on the whig party. 

In 1852 the American slavery 
could be considered at its zenith; 
it controlled the two leading 
parties; had secured the balance 
of power; had anrexed Texas 
with the declared purpose of 
making four more states of it; 
had acquired California anda 
large slice from Mexico, all to be 
couverted into slave territory and 
slave states. Such acquisition of 
territory changed their condition 
from the acquisitive to the defen- 
sive, and here commenced their 
trouble to take care of it. 

Up to 1852 most of the immi- 
grants had beeh Irish, from ‘'old 
down-trodden Ireland,” whocame 


for freedom in America, but 
Strange as it may seem, they 


almost to a man joined the demo- 
cratic party and became strongly 
pro-slavery in politics. There 
was an interest that inter- 
fered with their calculations, the 
German emigration began to set 
in, large numbers. were coming, 
while some juined the domocratic 
party, but very few were pro- 
Slavery in sentiment. The 
Germans commenced to settle in 
the northern and western territory 
so much so as to endanger ‘‘the 
balance of power” when looked 
at from a slavery standpoint. 
But to complete their wmisfor- 
tunes gold was discovered in 
California. This tcok such a 


swarni of northern men there that 
ali hope of slavery was abandoned 
in that quarter. The slave in 
terest then began to talk very 
seriously about dividing the 
Union. They found that freedom 
was hedging them in on all sides 
and if a division could uot be had, 
there would soon be nothing to 
divide. 

The society in the southern 
slave holding states was composed 
of three classes—the planter, 
who owned about all the land; 
the slaves.,and the third class, 
ther’ “soor. white: trash, as 
they were frequently called. The 
latter class were very primitive 
in their habits, they did not like 
to work at anything that a ‘‘nig- 
ger’ could do; tney lived in the 
towns and in small cabins ou the 
plantations, raised a little corn 
and tobacco for their own con- 
sumption; kept dogs to hunt run- 


away negros, and did the vot- 
ing. Of course, the planter 


always managed to control their 
votes. The soldiers in the Mex- 
ican war were largely composed 
oretiis class of people: Jf a 
division of the union was to be 
made, and any fighting had to 
be done, they would be the ones 
to do it. 

In order to keep them 1n line it 
was necessary to have a northern 
republican in the presidential 
chair. ‘So the leaders divided the 
democratic party. ‘That division 
allowed Abrahain [Tincoln to be 
elected. The war of the rebellion 
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followed in which Iowa took its 
part, aud especially Muscatine 
county which was the banner 


county in number of wot ETS 


sent to ages war. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


- The ‘Early Coopers of Bloomington. 


_ Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Naveniber 6, 1897; written by 
[By Walton. 


No. 43. 


The ears couper if have any 
Peet crtiod of -was the grand- 
father of John Berkshire, a form- 
er suverintendent of the Hershey 
saw mills. Mr. Berkshire came 
here in 1837 with his son, Mont- 
gomery, took a claim and builta 
cabin up in the hills about a half 
mile north of the Anderson tile 
factory;. here John Berkshire was 
born. Whiie the old man fol- 
lowed coopering, neither. son or 
grand-son did—one was a tailor, 
the other an engineer. 

The old man made churns, 
buckets, tubs, and barrels. There 
was not much busiuess for a 


cooper until the merchants and 
packers commenced to pack pork. 
Then Mr. Berkshire moved to 
Muscatine and worked at his 
trade . 

Early in the forties a man by 
the name of Sam Bamford came 
here and opened a shop. I think 
it was located in Mad creek flat. 

For a period of some sixteen 
years, from 1844 to 1860, a great 
many hogs were raised in this 
vicinity; there were no railroads 
to haul them off, so they had to 
be killed and packed for shipping 
on boats in the spring. This 
made coopering a very good busi- 
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ness. The  brick-layers all 
learned the cooper trade, and 
worked at coopering in_ the 
winter and layed brick in the 


sumnier. 

One of the first coopers to open 
a shop inthe town was Watter- 
man Benner. His shop stood 
onthe south side of Third street, 
east of the Avenue; he was an 
industrious, hard working Yan- 
kee, and accumulated some prop- 


erty. He took a notion to get 
married to old Tommy Odell’s 
daughter. Odell run the ferry 


across Cedar river near where the 
Saulsbury bridge now stands. 
The wedding was arranged, the 
guests and preacher summoned, 
and all were there in good time, 
A fearful rain storm setin, so 
severe that Benner declined to go 
out. He may have concluded he 
could not cross Cedar river if he 
went, so he went into his shop 
and went to work. It came 
nigkt and no Benner arrived; a 
messenger dispatched for 
him, who came to town and found 
him coopering away. Of course 
Brenner returned with the mes- 
senger and the wedding passed 
off all right. The following 
day he brought his bride home 
with him, but not before the cir- 
cumstances had become known — 
the result was one the biggest 
Charivariesever known it the city. 
Benner would not treat to the 
Whiskey; he wasn’t that kind. 
The boys did considerable dam- 
age for him. He soon found out 


was 


who the perpetrators were; then 
it became his turn; he prosecuted 
théa to; such an. exteut that 
they were glad to settle. He be. 
came quite wealthy, and I think 
that 1n 1850 he died with the 
cholera. His widow married the 
‘‘dutch doctor,” as he was called, 
Dr. Grand, but did not remain 
here any length of time. 

About 1840 or 45, a man by 
the name of William Bevard ap- 
peared in Bloomington with an 
immeuse wagon loaded with pork 
barrels; on the top of the barrels, 
Stretched <lengthwise...of.:. the 
wagon, was mounted a large ban- 
ner with the inscription ‘*Pitts- 
burg at your door.” He was 
mounted ona high barrel playing 
an accordian and singing a dog- 
grell like this: ‘Pittsburg at 
your door, with barrels good as 
heretofore,” etc., etc. The wagon 
was drawn by four yoke or pairs 
of oxen. Of course, such acaval- 
cade asthat brought the town out. 
The question was, where did he 
come from; he had gotten the 
name of ‘Pittsburg’ impromtu, 
but where he came from wasa 
question he answered by saying: 
“From Mt. Arrarat and this is 
my ark.” His Mt. Arrarat, or 
cooper shop, was located ona hill 
on the road between Grandview 
and Wapello, about west of Port 

ouisa, where he made his bar- 

is and hauled them all the way 
to Muscatine with an ox-team, 
making about two trips a week. 
For several trips he was mounted 
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ou his ark, grinding away on his 
old accordian. He got tired of 
hauling barrels so far. When 


_ the Bennett mill was opened and 


required an additional number of 
barrels from three to five hundred 
a day, he concluded to leave his 
Mt. Arrarat and move to Musca- 
tine. He came here and located 
near where the Huttig office now 
stands; purchased the old Kinney 
I think, took George 


_ Hunt in business with him, and 


a 


tx! 


started what he was pleased to 
call his ‘‘cotton-bumper,’’ a, ma- 


_ chine to cut staves for.slack work... :...: 


(flour barrels, etc.). He built z 
Jong shed or temporary building 
near. where the Noyelty works 
now stands,to workin. Heused 
cotton wood and elm logs which 
were rafted here on the river. 
The oxen that he formerly used 
to move his ark, , were set to 
hauling logs to the mull. | 
hardly kuow when or how he 
came to stop. The old mill, cot- 
ton-bumper and cvoper shop 
went into the hands of Coe & 
Wells, of whom we will write at 
another time. - 
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The Early Coopers of Bloomington. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, November 13, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 4.4. 


In our article of last week we 
left the old mill and cooper shop 
in the hands of Coe & Wells. 
Now let me speak a few words of 
the character of these two men. 
Coe was a ‘tight fisted,” close 
figuring, reliable man; he was 
the business man of the firm. If 
any money was wanted for any 
extetisive opperation he would 


start down to Connecticut and 
would always bring. it back with 
him. Wells was a cooper, he run 
the shop. I think he 1s now liv- 
ing in Moline, Iils. They run 
the shop and stave factory fora 
while in Mad. creek flat, near 
where the Huttig office is now 
located; but concluded they had 
not room enough to do the busi- 
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ness they wished: to, so they pur- 
chased ten acres of land, I think, 
where the Kaiser: mill is now 
located. They built a shop 
about 24 x 200, two stories high, 
with a cellar under the whole of 


it. In the cellar they kept 
their «hoop -poles “in the 
dark to keep -them from get- 
ting wormy. They -calculated 


to work «© a- hundred ‘coopers. 
When the war broke out the coop- 
ering business slacked up. ‘Wells 
went into the army as captain of 
a cempany, in the 37th regiment 
of Iowa volunteers. 
the shop but never run 1t very ex- 
tensively. The shop was ev ease 
ally taken down. 

The coopers had another rally- 
ing pointat James Bunker's shop 
which was built in 1849, it stood 
on the alley west of court house 
square. The building was under- 
built with brick and was after- 
wards converted into a dwelling 
house. It is now owned by Mrs. 
Schaffer. I worked on this build- 
ing with J. J. Hoopes; I got 50c 
per day, worked from 12 to 15 
hours a day. I was then a new 
beginner at the carpenter trade; 
it was about the time the ten hour 
a day rule came in, and it was 
very trying to have other 
mechanics do their day’s werk, 
go home, dress up, have their 
suppers and come around and talk 
to us until 7:30 or 8 o'clock, but J 
had to stand it—J.J. Hoopes was 
that kind of a man. Hoopes had 
one hobby which I used to take 


‘pine 


Coe retained-- 


the advantage of; he liked te dis- 


‘CuUSS politics; whenever aman like 


Alfred Purcell or John A. Parvin 
came around we always managed 
io start a discussion, it relieved 
our hours of toil very much. In 
building this cooper shep we used 
shingles made on the 
ground. We went to the river, 
bought large clear logs, hauled 


them to the lot and worked them 


up; the cooper split- and shaved 
them. It was no trouble to get 
clear piuse logs at that timeas 
there were nothing but the clear 


part of the - best “trees “cut'and 


rafted. The sawed lumber that 
was rafted here was warranted to 
riia one-third clear, 

But to return to. the coopers, 
their business was’ the best 


mechanical business here. While 
the best carpenters could get but 


$1.25 per day the coopers could 
get $2.00 to $2.25 per day. Asa 
class of men they got the largest 
pay and, with a few exceptions, 
stood the lowest in character or 
in public opinion of any class of 
mechanics. There were ex- 
ceptions For instance, Bar- 
ney Kemper, now following gar- 
dening’on the Island, He quit 
coopering before his boys got old 
euough to learn the trade. 
Among the prominent names of 
coopers in the fifties that we 
recollect are Henry Dougherty 
who did the heading at S. O. But- 
ler’s pork house, James Brisband, 
Henry Martin, James Moore, 
John Richardson, Thomas Sween- 
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ey and Peter Voliberg. 

The coopers made their muney 
easily and spent. it as freely. 
Most of them used plenty of 
whiskey, some of them dressed 
extravagently; we recollect one 
in particular, John Reed, later 
Captain John Reed, he made big 
wages and 
went to dances and other amuse- 
ments. At the end of the year if 
he came out square he was lucky. 
There was one of the craft that 
saved some money, Jacob Israel, 
he had a motber or an invalid 
sister to support, but in spite of 
all that he was ahead at the end 
of the year. When I saw him 
last he was running a small shop 
of his own in Burlingtoa. I 
think James Bunker, the princi- 
pal man, died with the consump- 
tion not long after his shop was 
built. 

As we have before stated coop- 
ering was the best mechanical 
business we had. here, especially 


dressed fopishley, 


in the winter. For instance ir 
the year 1855 125,000 barrels o} 
flour were shipped from Musca. 
tine. This was all barreled, it 
being before sacks came in use, 
In the winter of 1854-55, 17,000 
hogs were packed here, the pro- 
ducts of these hogs being all 
packed in barrels, tierces ur hogs- 
heads, and they were all made 
here; the material for doing this 
coopering all came from this vi- 
cinity, the timber in the  bot- 
toms and on the islands hada 
great many large Burr oak trees, 
measuring from 3 to 6 feet in 
diameter that fell a prey to the 
business. I recollect buying 
40 acres of land and cutting 
and selling hoop poles 
enough to pay for the land. 
The Jarge white and red oak on 
the bluffs also contributed to the 
supply. All this was done when 
Muscatine was not half the pres- 
ent size. 
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Published i in the Miscadue Satara Mail, November 2 20, , 1857 written by 
eee i P, Walton. aa 


No. 


ne Ppt one is and has been ‘one 
of the leading indusiries of our 
city we will venture a few arti- 
cles on its history. The first 
saw mill built in Bloomington 
was erected by A. O. and D. R. 
Warfield, on Mad creek, near 
where Ninth street bridge is now 
located. 
north of the west end of the 
bridge is a ditch 10 or. 15 feet 


wide and 2 or 3 feet deep, run- 
This 


ning paralell to the creek. 
ditch was the head race to the 
mill; the dam was some two or 
three hundred feet farther uo the 
creek, both ends of which can be 
seen at this time. Asbury. War- 
field, one of the proprietors, told 
me that they lost $7.000 in this 
mill, They commenced in the 
autumn of 1837, and were build- 
ing and having it wash out all 
the season of 1838 The creek 
Was mad in nameand deed, when 
the water got high. 1838 wasa 
very wet season, and the creck 
fot on ‘a high” several times. 


Some 30 or 40 yards 


45. 


Iu 1839 nt 1840 ‘ne Warfields 
Sawed some lumber, when there. 
was water enough. It was a 
very serious drawback .to the 
mill, the want of water, when it 
did not rain. If they could ac- 
cumulate enough water in the 
pond above the dam during the 
night to run through a part of 
the day they were fortunate. 

The mill would be considered a 
quaint affair at the present time. 
It was about 16x40 feet, two 
Stories high. The logs were 
rolled in on the west side into the 
second story; after sawing they 
were carried back by hand. ‘The 
mill had ove saw about six inches 
wide and seven feet long; it had 
teeth half as large as a man’s 
band and was bung in a square 
frame which moved up and down 
in slides. The log was fastened 
toa carriage by dogs in the end 
of the log; they were fed witha 
ratchet that worked by a pall, 
and the sawing was very slow 
work, I don’t think it was faster 


abladae? ods OFA Die Meet AT 


“ayy cote vodmol »vaxoe havens 
5s eaw dh AoQuGey 19lnw. es 


ott at Aeration wets amines e197 


> node Genie to doaw 23 bet. 


-79 bloes walt UW tet too bth 
a0) uf-astew givens valecaua 
odt guiih meh a0 svods .baog 
lo drew. w aguowds.on1 of ddyin 
ani) diow wd) vob ont 
5 besobieges od bluow Hint od T 
seni} igeoty ot tg inthe Intenp 
wi ,3901 Obea tnods esw 11 
ssw «gol ofT . .hyid. esirote 
mit oly obte teow oddne ni hotlot 
joa) yoiwee wile etoile baosse 
oiT bite gd dosed bitte, sow 
endont a1 red waza bed Hien 
 bed-¥ (gael Ta pyvse brn obiw 
dete: & #6 9@iel eh Hai M907 
oaupe 6 0) gend sew bok bokd 
aves bine <x Devos oid penantt 
honoaies’, com yore? — .2dbrle ai 
has oft m eyo: ad egsiivs? a oO} 
& tio sol saw god) quot odd lo 
jleq s- et hostwre hents dosintss 


wole 2197 2e6 ot bos 
ites? aaw Ni an Thihow . 
’ vy nae ue “ hes 


eee 
ono oad abet bite zi eb a Pi 
ino lo zoiewbei gnibsst opto 


tor odT ..vgudeit..dt a0. get 
nolgaimoolt mt sind jig wae 


a) } Aton it oe , - 
, ¥ ‘ 1 ee ce e rae q 
wee: eo, eee eT pe 
sud Paseo “idea? as. | 
Plead rapt emenpear ecb dni: \< Unie” <Sa~ ate yy Sea aes FS enh oge lc! 
eimai Rib ee 2S en eee caneen hae P % 
este AP hy. Le a ey pea va maw HHP et 
ian) ; neeiese ae dion ae ee 
ve ae ke ae ‘ eae ige bogey oe 
kee ana aaa. shied Sige A 
_anissoaul to. ‘asoninad | re et: ; 
Sf Na) A ee re othe i ae ABBE 3. 
zs or Fi a ee Re Se 
ud aontived 9rd! ie aegiadecll nee ane a ab bodadidute 
. rail er ried Way. Jy Oe 
a oy a ae ee a 
b ib on” * ap Lee “ - 


vitae woh a anaes iliwe ow yais : 


A Kae “oye ane 


belt no. _bloitasW 
wot ai oybird taorse digit s19iw 
ehisy OF 10. (OE. 2008 -boieoel 
ot? lo bas jeow of) to dAsnon 
jas) EL oe OL aotip, #, ai, sybird 
~o01, ,q29b, Jaa) B36 £ bus sbiw 
ti'T oloong.282 0),llolsreq goin 
od} 0} 9987 bead ott enw, dotib 
ve ow! omer caw mBb ods jim 
od} ou sothynat i90t borbaud 901d! 
od uso Hoinw Jo ebns diod loo? 
«tn ded ‘pmsl? eitld is m992 
biat mrorsingerg, otlt Yo ono ,bist 
eid? wi 000.58 s20l youd tadsom 
odt mi beousmmos yodT flim 
rages diag | yen low 

ie igo canw St 


ved on 


+} 


—138 — 


than a foot. a minute. 
was run by a flutter wheel. 

This mill nearly broke-up the 
Warfields, aud it next went into 
the hands of the Brooks Bros.— 
Sherman and Hiram. They were 
mechanics and did betier with it. 
The joists in the main part of my 
present dwelling was about the 
last work they did. In August 
1851, there came the heaviest 
rain ou record (before or since). 
Of course the dam washed out 
and it was never repaired. This 
mill sawed hard wood Jumber as 
a rule, occasionally a pine log 
was hauled up from the river and 
sawed. The mill worked mostly 
ondimension lumber. The rule 
then was to saw the inch lumber 
a little more than an inch thick, 
so when it was planed by hand 
it would be-a plumpinch. The 
saw-karf was near three-eights of 
an iuch thick, requiring near an 
inch and one-half of timber tor 
an inch board. Now the saws 


cut lessthan an eighth of an inch 
and that is taken from the inch 


board. 

There were other mills that 
contributed lumber to the town, 
such as the steam miil at Geneya, 
the water mill of the Longs on 
Sweetland creek, Nye’s mill on 
Pine creek, and Drury's mill on 
Copperas creek. The river sup- 
plied most of the lumber; 
pine lumber was cut and 
rafted after about 1840. The 
merchants would buy a crib or 
two of lumber paying for it in 


The saw. 


trade (goods) and sell it out to; 
grain to ship off and get goods, 
After 1844 or "45 the lumber trade 
settled down into the dealer's 
hands. J G. Deshler and T. M. 
Isett both kept lumber yards. 

In 1843-"44 J. G. Deshler went 
in company with Col. John Van- 
nata and brought the old steam 
saw miil from Geneva and put it 
up near where the Huttig office 
now stands, and run it for sume 
time. On one occasion they dis- 
agreec. At that time the people 
had a way of settling their dis- 
putes without appealing to the 
magistry of -the law. They 
fought it out; hence to be strong 
and skilled in the pugalistic art 
was au advantage, as it so proved 
with them. Deshler was skilled 
and Vannata was strong, and he 
concluded to punish Deshler 
for some misunderstanding and 
Started for him. Deshler fell 
back on his skill, and as a result 
Vannatta was knocked out so 
badly thatit dissolved the part- 
nership. The Kinney Bros., 
Robert and Samuel, bought the 
mill, but as neither of them were 
suited for the business it closed 
up. The mill was afterwards 
used for a stave factory and 
shingle machine. . 

In 1843 Cornelius Cadle erected 
his saw mul], the first steam saw 
mill in the city, on Front street 
above Oak. This mill was built 
by Cadle, but being short of 
funds he took in a partner by the 


name of Riley (if I recollect 
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aright) who afterwards sold out 
to the Chambers Brothers. The 
firm was then known as Cham- 
bers, Cadle & Co. Having re- 
cently written up the Chambers 
Brothers and Cornelius Cadle, I 
will not follow the fate of this 
mill. 

In 1837 Ware Long with three 
or four sors, nearly all grewn 
came;here and. erected a water 
mill on Sweetland creek abouta 
mile from the river. They used 
an under-shot cr flutter wheel, 
and did some sawing in 1846. 
As near as I can recollect this 
mill passed into the hands of a 
man by the name of Bruce, who 
fitted itup. I recollect helping 
him to build a turbine wheel of 
wood for use in the mill. It 
worked much better than the old 
one, but the same difficulty ex- 
isted with this mill, when it 


rained bard there was too much 
water, when it did not rain there 
was not enongh to runit. This 
man Bruce was an excellent 
mechanic; he had been farming 
over tn the Illinois bottom on the 


farm now occupied by Henry 
Smull. Bruce had some cattle to 
sell. (I took a cow or perhaps 


two for my pay.) He also hada 
large family. He left the bot- 
tom and moved up to the mill, 
aud what became of him I don't 
recollect. Before leaving he lost 
one of his children,-a little girl 
some 5 or 6 years of age; she got 
lost in the high grass in the bot- 
tom; the town turned out to help 
hunt, and the child was found by 
the assistance of Jake Isrial’s big 
dog after being lost some two 
days. It was in the summer and 
the little one had not suffered any 
permanent injury. 
[ro BE CONTINUED ] 
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Early Lumber Business of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail November 17, 1897; written by 
j. P. Walton. 


No. 


In thespring of 1851 a man by 
the name of Samuel McKibben 
came here and weni into the lum- 
ber business with T. M. Isett un- 
der the nameof S. M. McKibben 
& Co. They occupied: the lot 
north of the switch of the street 
car line on Second street, west of 
Walnut, where Isett had handled 
or piled his lumber on former oc- 
casions. I recollect building an 
office for them in 1851. They 
continued in business together 
some seven oreight years. After 
the panic of 1857 the frm closed 
up with quite a pile of over dry 
lumber on Isett’s hands. ‘This 
lumber would now be called high 
grade. Isett tried to close it out 
at ten and eleven dollars a thous- 
and, but could not sellit. He 
was forced to hold it until the 
war broke out, when the price of 
lumber went kiting and Isett did 
well with it. 

In 1847 a Mr. Brannum came 
here and went into the lumber 
business; he piled his lumber on 


46. Sih 

the lots since used by S. G. Stein, 
on the northwest corner of Pine 
and Second streets. Brannum 
run the yard fer about two years 
and sold out to S. G. Stein in 
1849, and went to California. 

Mr. S. G. Stein came here in 
1849 without much money. I 
have been informed he borrowed a 
small amount from his brother, 
John G. Steine the hotel keeper, 
and bought out Branuum, and 
continued the business until his 
death. The biographies have 
dealt liberally with his official 
career, which was quite cxten- 
sive. -If something of the man 
as a citizen can be mentioned we 
consider it proper. S.G. Stein 
was a very generous man to the 
needy if worthy, but had no money 
for the unworthy if be knew it. 
He was willing to sell lumber on 
time if the sale was secure; this 
of course sent a great many 
doubtful customers to him, whom 
he managed to keep up with, on 
his part. His prices were usually 
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a little higher than those of other 
yards, but to a cash customer he 
could b- extremely low. We 
never thought he made much 
money 1m nis lumber yard in later 
years. We thought he run it 
more for a business or a head- 
quarters than he did for a profit. 
He was never so busy that he 
would not talk toa friend, on the 
contrary he was alwezys glad to 
meet them. We have always 
thought his congeniality had 
much todo with his success. He 
had an assistant who was one of 
the most trusty men in our city, 
Jacob Erb. Mr. Erb came here 
about as early as Mr. Stein, re- 
mained awhile, went to Califor- 
Nia, came back and entered 
Mr. Stein’s employ. In later 
years he managed the lumber 
yard. J have often seen custom- 
ers who went there for 
lumber or prices who had to wait 
until ‘Jake’ came in. Stein did 
not know anything about the 


price of lumber or what he had. 
Erb was the lumberman of that 


yard. Jam well satisfied that 
Mr. Stein would have quit the 
lumber business long ago if 
he bad not had Jacob Erb toman- 
age it for him. 

For many years Stein’s office 
was the voting place for the first 
ward; it was about the only pub- 
lic place in that part of the ward 
for many years. 

Mr. S. G. Stein and S G. Hill 
Started a sash and door manu- 
factory. It stood on Front street 


west of Pine. This factory had 
the first planing mill in the city. 
They run it very successfully un- 
tilthe war broke out, when Hill 
was appointed colonel of the 35th 
regiment, Iowa volunteers. He 
was killed at the battle of Nash- 
ville. The factory was then sold 
to Cadle & Mulford. 

When the Oat Meal factory 
was started Mr. Stein was one of 
of the principal owners; he was 
associated with EF. D. Holcomb 
and others. Holcomb and most 
of the others withdrew leaving 
Mr. Stein the principal owner 
at one time. Here his early 
knowledge of milling came in 
good play, but as before in the 
lumber business, he was fortun- 
ate in getting managers in Mr. 
Frank P. Sawyer, a joint owner, 
and J. Risley Reuling assistant 
manager. 

In 1851 Brinton Darlington and 
John Irwin opened a lumber yard 
on Front street, east of Sycamore 
street. Pappoose creek our old 
land mark is gone, we lost sight 
of it in 1896, so we have to name 
the street. Darlington & Iryin 
kept quite a stock of hard lumber. 
In the great freshet of August 10, 
1851, the whole yard was flooded 
and most of the lumber washed 
away, some of it lodged on Mus- 
catine Island and was recovered. 
This lumber yard did not last 
long after the wash-out. Irvin 
went to work at carpentering and 
Darlington into some other busi- 
ness. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Early Lumber Business of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, December 4, 1897; written by 
J. P.. Walton. : 


No. 


In talking with a prominent 
man, of a neighboring city, that 
had been quite successful in 
its manufacturing operations, I 
learned that the largest part of 
their trials was failures; in other 
words not one-half were success- 
ful. Such has hardly been the 
case with Muscatine, although 
we have had sevcral disappoint- 
ments and are liable to have 
more. 

One of the most complete fatl- 
ures—so far, in not coming up to 
expectations—was the Union 
Lumber Co., with Hon. Thad. C. 
Pound as president, and William 
Van Name as manager. They 
were first located on the corner 
of Second and Orange streets, in 
1873cr1874. Their headquarters 
and mill were at Chippewa Falls. 
They first organized as Pound, 
Halbert & Co. when Van Name 
and a few others came along with 
some money toinvest. The com- 
pany was reorganized and started 
a yard in Muscatine, sawing the 


47. 

Jumber at Chippewa Falls, Minn. 
They owned their own steam- 
boat for towing rafts. Pre- 


vious to this time most of the 
lumber had been floated down the 
river by hand, in the shape of 
large rafts with sweeps or oars, 
each oar being frequently 
worked by four men. The steam 
tow-boats came along and did 
away with that kind of rafting. 

The Union Lumber Co.’s boat, 
the St. Clair Belle, was kept 
running, bringing down lumber. 
Their sales were good, but, like 
mauy others, they were not satis- 
fied with letting well enough 
alone; they concluded they must 
do more, so they bought some 
thirty acres of land (the old coop- 
er shop plant of Coe & Wells was 
a part of it) down on the Island, 
where the Kaiser mill now stands. 
They constructed a dry house, 
some 75 feet wide and 150 feet 
long, surrounded it with plat- 
forms and tracks, and runita 
partof the time. They cut the 
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old cooper shop in two and con- 
verted a partof it intoa planing 
mill. The Union Lumber Co. 
purchased the right of way and 
constructed the ratlroad switch 
now used by the South Muscatine 
Lumber Co. 

I built the office for the Union 
Lumber Co., furnishing all the 
material except the lumber. The 
result was, we had to use about 
all the crooked culls that had 
been through the dry _ house. 
This office, now occupied by the 
Kaiser Brothers, and the switch 
are about the only things left of 
the Union Lumber Co. By the 
time the office was constructed 
the money gave out, and we had 
to wait for more than a year for 
our pay. The company had piled 
up a large amount of high grade 
lumber during the season of ‘876. 
Thad. Pound wanted money very 
badly to use in cutting more logs, 
so he sold the entire stock of lum- 
ber out to the Musser Lumber Co. 
By sticking tight to them I got 
the Mussers to assume the debt, 
and after waiting three months I 
received my pay. — 

The following season of 1877, 
if J am -correct, the Union Lum- 
ber Co. bought more lumber and 
filled the dry house (report said 
culled lumber) and heated it up. 
All at once it broke out intu a 
blaze and the dry house and three 


hundred thousand feet of lumber 
burned up. It turned out to be 
insured. This wasso heavya 
blow tothe company that it never 
rebuilt at Muscatine. Thad. 
Pound and Van Name were not 
interested in Muscatine any more. 
The planing mill and cooper 
shop did not burn. It with the 
land and the office was sold to 
U.N. Roberts & Co., who were 
in the sash and door business in 
Davenport with a branch house 
at Muscatine. They built a saw 
mill in front of and used a part 
of the old cooper shop. If lam 
correct they had a saw mul! man 
in company with:them by the 
name of Burdick who afterwards 
bought their share of the mill 
and run it quite successfully, and 
finally sold it to Ben. Hershey. 
The report put. the figures about 
this way: Burdick had paid the 
Roberts Co. $20,000 for their 
half interest and sold the whole 
to Hersney for $100,000, clearing 
560,000. Hershey kept improv- 
ing the mill until he had some 
$250,000 invested. It was after- 
wards sold the Kaisers for 
something like $35,000. It was 
reported that Hershey cleared the 
cost of the mill the first year he 
runit. The mill is now being 
run by the Kaiser Brothers, who 
manage the affairs of the South 
Muscatine Lumber Co. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Early Tavern-Keepers of Bloomington. 


A Letter writen by S. W. Stewart, of Wilton, to 


J. P. WALTON. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail December 11, 1897. 


No. 


At our aunual Old Settlers’ re- 
union on August 27, 1897, we 
spoke about theearly taverns and 
their keepers. Mr. S. W. Stew- 
art, of Wilton, one of the vice- 
president’s of the society, was 
present and volunteered to write 
up some of his __ recollec- 
tions. He has selected four of 
the leading characters of the early 
times—John G. Steine, Capt. Jim 
Parmer, Josiah Parvin and Fred- 
erick Miller. John G. Steine oc- 
cupied the ‘‘Bob Kinney” hotel 
on the west corner of Chestnut 
and Front streets. Captain Jim 
Parmer was located on the north 
side ot Second street, between 
Chestnut and Iowa Anenue. The 
buildings were both frame and 
have been removed for many 
years. Josiah Parvin occupied 
the brick building on the west 
corner of Second and Walnut 
streets. Frederick Miller’s tavern 


4.8. 
was a brick building on the west 
corner of Fourth aud Mulberry 
streets. Bothof the latter build- 
ings have been enlarged and are 
yet standing. 

MR. STEWART’S LETTER. 

Wilton, Iowa, Dec. 1, 1897.— 
We want to draw on the patience 
of the readers of the SATURDAY 
Mair to make an addition to 
President Walton’s old settlers’ 
day address; not to improve or 
criticise but to note some things 
his space would not allow. J. G. 
Steine, kept tavern in Muscatine 
when it was the supply center of 
the garden spot of Iowa, reaching 
as far west as Fort Dodge, and 
to west of the Wasapinican 
river as far up as Waverly in 
Bremer county. 

Men left home to market wheat 
or pork, without money, taking 
their lunch with them, camping 
by the roadside, sleeping iu their 
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wagons, and when there was 
grass, turned their horses loose to 
yet their supper on the prairie. 
Some times they would get 40 
cents a bushel for wheat or $1.25 
per hundred for dressed pork that 
had been hauled more thana hun- 
dred miles. They went to Steine’s 
and exchanged something they 


had for lodging and food, if he. 


needed anything they had. They 
were lodged and fed all the same,, 
none were turned away; he had 
one of the best womea for a wife 
that ever lived in Muscatine, 
When John was sober he was a 
whig, when’he*had- a full meal 
of liquid democratic enthusiasm 
he was aliberal. We understand 
a ‘liberal’ in religion or politics 
to be one who has a little of this, 
less of that and not much of any 
thing. He was alwaysa kind 
hearted man.. -In religion he 
leaned toward ‘the Presbyterian 
church, at least he was a Calvin- 
ist. He kept-an orderly house, 
was kind and courteous to all, no 
gambling, profanity or smutty 
talk; decency and order was the 
rule. [At that time smutty talk 
was quite common among the 
men and was considered quite an 
accomplishment.- J.P. W.J 
Captain Jim Parmer was kind 
and courteous like Steine. His 
house was not so quiet, he kept a 
bar. At that time Iowa had 
many fairly gvod men who were 
only partly civilized. When they 
got outside of their township they 
wanted to have a good time. 


They went toCaptain Jim’s place 
and filled up with liquid enthus- 
iasm, and it often broke out at 


‘the mouth, then there was music 


in the air. Captain Jim knew 
his business and usually kept his 
customers in hand. It wasa 
good place te stop; when a men 
had no money he was treated as 
well as the man who had plenty. 
He had a sign hung on the home- 
liest stick of timber we ever saw; 


it was about twelve feet above 


the ground, about eight inches in 
diameter, it run in one direction 
not more than twelve inches ata 
heat, at every other turn it sent 
out a limb as crooked as the main 
stock. These limbs had been cut 
about twenty inches in length 
and lefton toembellish the main 
stock. From that post his sign 
swuog, it was the most promi- 
nent object on Second street from 
where the Kemble house now 
stands to where Dr. Reeder lived 
on the hill. . We think Captain 
Jim wasa whigin politics, in re- 
ligion he leaned toward the 
Episcopalians. He was a good 
man and filled his place well. 
Josiah Parvin was a man after 
his own heart; he was ever loose 
on the handle, and would fly off 
if thiugs did not go to suit him. 
Isett, Blades and Hastings had 
all the leisure needed to play 
practical jokes on him. They 
would find a stranger, fill him 
with whisky and send him to 
Parvin to employ him to pass 
counterfeit money on his customers 
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at a big per cent. The man 
would get him out of hearing of 
others and tell him his business. 
If the old man hated anything on 
earth it was a counterfeiter ora 
horse thief. By the time the 
proposition was delivered, the old 
man would have his bottle of 
wrath ready for business. The 
adjectives and anthemas would 
roll out red hot and as thick asa 
coiled rope. When he got his 
vocabulary warmed up all crea- 
tion stopped to listen. The idle 
‘*boys” who set the trap were sure 
tobein ear shot toenjoy the seance. 
Mr. Parvin wasa good citizen and 
kept a good orderly house; he was 
a democrat without knot or limb 
or woodpecker hole. If you 
wanted to hear chin music 
hint that Jackson was not what 
he ought tobe. He was a nothing- 
arian with a leaning toward the 
Methodists. 

Frederick Miller was a black- 
smith with a shop on the back 
end of his lot; a rough workman, 
shod horses, made harrow-teeth, 
sharpened plows, mended trace 
and log chains and sich. Soon 
just south of his shop a sign was 
seen “wagon yard” that was for 
teams to drive in and feed at 
noou. A picayune if they found 
their own feed, a bitif he found 
hay, two bits if he found hay and 
cora. Soon he putup a stable 
along the alley west of the shop. 
Soun that was too small for his 
customers, and he extended his 
stabie across his two lots to Mrs, 


Marks, his neighbor on the west; 
soon he was again crowded, then 
he built a shed on the south side 
of bis stable. By this time he had 
stacked his tools and used his 
shop for a stable. His stable was 
a primitive structure, the frame 
was Oar-poles set in the ground 
with fgirts natted on the outside 
to attach the upright siding to 
the building; joists were nailed 
to the post for the upper floor 
that was laid with oar-blades. 
That floor was the old mans 
downfall. The oar-blades were 
laid a few inches apart, the 
horses would reach fora bite of 
hay and leave a wisp hanging, 
reaching down about to the 
horses’ back. Miller had a lan- 
tern, it was square, its posts were 
made of tin in which were 
grooves to hold a paneof glass, in 
that a candle was used to furnish 
light, ou one side about one-half 
the pane of glass was gone, leav- 
ing the candleexposed. My wife 
and myself had been out, when 
we came home about nine o'clock 
at night. We went to tne edge 
of the platform to scrape some 
mud from our shoes, while there 
we saw the beginning of the cal- 
amity. Three men were in thc 
stable about the middle, looking 
over their horses, one of them 
took the broken lantern, held it 
high as if he wanted te see the 
horse’s back, the candle came in 
contact with one of the wisps of 
hay and in instant the blaze 
flashed over the hay as if it was 
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intow. At the back end of our 
Ict within thirty feet of the tin- 
der box we had a stable, in which 
was a cow, some hay and corn. 
We lost no time in getting to 
them; we turned the cow loose, 
by that time the west end of the 
tinder box was on fire. It was 
said that there was one hundred 
horses in the stable that night; 
seventeen I think perished in the 
are. 

Miller was a hustler, he wasa 
preacher in one those little 
societies that flourished in such 
amazing quantities on the genial 
soil of Pensylvania, whose all 
embracing titles are often larger 
than the society, such as ‘‘the 
sons of God,” ‘Ihe true Chris- 
tians.””. It was said of Miller 
that he often preached funeral 
. sermons at three dollars a preach. 
He kept a good quiet house, was 
a kind hearted, pleasant man, 


and had a good kind motherly 
woman for a wife, who included 
ali the world in her kindness of 
heart. 

These men here spoken of were 
not saintsof the popular pattern 
that so fitted that class of men 
called blessed in Mathew xxv, 
34-40. Weexpect to meet them 
on the Elisian fields, enjoying 
the pictures of their hard work 
and poor pay in helping to blaze 
the way to better times in glo- 
rious lowa. Few mencould have 
succeeded with their opportun- 
ities. S..W.S. 


We are much obliged to Mr. 
Stewart for the foregoing and are 
willing to admit that there were 
some things about those taverns 
that he can describe better than 
we did. We attribute that to the 
likelihood of his having patron- 
ised them the most. 
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_ [RECOLLECTIONS OF 


+The Early Lumber Business of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, December 25, 1897; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


In 1850 Jacob Hershey,a cousin 
of the late Benjamin Hersney, 
came here, ahd in 1852 he built 
quite a. good sized saw mill for 
the times. It stood on the site 
where the present Hershey mill 
now stands in South Muscatine. 
I think the mill had two rotary 
saws, a large one jor canting and 
a small one for sawing the cants; 
with a lath saw, and J] thinka 
shingle machine. He run this 
mill until 1853, when Benjamin 
Hershey come along and rented 
it, and in 1855 he purchased it. 
Berjamin Hershey ran the mill 
for a year or more with good suc- 
cess. In 1856 or ’57 he anounced 
that he was going to build a new 
mill and commenced to saw the 


timbers. It took about a year to 
build the new mill which he 
finished in due time. He intro. 


duced gang saws—a novelty on 
the Mississippi rlver at that time. 
He claimed he could save a for- 
tune in saw dust, or by not mak- 


4.9. 


ing the saw dust, which proved 
true. The lumber sawed .was.-. 
very smooth but it was all full of 
short crooks, so much Rye) 
that in anything but clear lumber 
it was hardly safe to plane it. 
We presume it was some defect in 
the machinery which has since 
been overcome, 

Mr. Hershey got his new mill in 
running order just as the panic of 
1857 struck him. He saw he 
would have to resort to some 
meats to retain the mill; what 
they were I don’t know but for 
quite awhile he signed his name 


as B. Hershey, agent. In the 
course of time the agent was 
dropped from the name. In this 


community where he lived no dis- 
credit was ever attached to his 
good name for the course he pur- 
sued. 

This mill proved a ‘‘bonanza” 
to Benjamin Hershey; he soon 
found he had more money than he 


wanted to use in the saw mill 
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business; so he purchased some 
eight or nine hundred acres of 
land only two miles west of his 
mill for which he paid what was 
then considered a large price. 
Considerable of 1t was on the 
- bluff and covered with timber; he 
at once cut the timber off and sold 
it to the railroad company, using 
the teams be bad about the mill 
to it during the winter, 
what they were not able to do he 
hired done. This was before the 
railroads used coal for fuel, and 
they took all the wuod they could 
get. 
of the wood to pay for the land. 
This farm made a place for him 
to spend his leasure hours and he 
commenced improying it. In the 
summer of 1872 I erected the 
large brick dwelling on his farm, 
now used for an orphans’ home. 
This was likely the largest farm 
house in the state of Iowa. 

At that time Mr. Hershey 
thought of retiring from business, 


haul 


Hershey made enough out 


having made an arrangement by 
which he calculated the 
brothers 


Musser 
the mill. 
The miscarried 
much Hershey’s disgust but 
likely to his advantage, for this 
deal was not more than *‘‘off” be- 
fore the Rock Island ratlroad of- 
fered him a large contract of saw- 
ing timber for the extension west 


would take 
arrangement 


to 


of Washington at bis own price. 
He had to enlarge his mill at 
once and it run night and day all 
summer. 

In the year 1875 Hershey con- 


cluded he sawa place where some 
more money could be used to the 
advantage of the lumber interest 
in the way of securing logs, etc., 
and thinking that it would be bet- 
ter to have others connected with 
him, so the mill would not stop if 
an accident occurred to him, he 
concluced to incorporate and take 
others 1n with him. Accordingly 
the Hershey Lumber Co. was in- 
corporated with $200,000 capital. 
Hershey having three-fourths of 
the stock, and being president 
and treasurerof the company. &. 
G. Stein was vice-president, Wil- 
liam Ewart secretary, and H. W. 
Moore,G.A.Garrettson and Thos. 
Irwin were the principal moneyed 
men. Hershey took several of the 
working force in with him to 
manageihe mill, etc. Oneof his 
flirst operations was to purchase 
the Burdick mill, which he fitted 
up and run until his death. 
The mill is now owned by the 
South Muscatine Lumber and Box 
Co. 

Believing 1i to be an advantage 
tosaw the small rough logs in 
the upper river and raft the lum- 
ber to Muscatine, he acted accord- 
ingly and built a mill in Still 
Water, Minn., and ways at Mus- 
catine fordrawing out the lum- 
ber which was used quite exten- 
tensively. 

Mr. Hershey was very charit- 
able to the needy, quite atto- 
cratic at times, then again quite 
the reverse. We have. often 
noticed that the stories told about 
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a prominant man in a community 
are a gocd index to his character, 
although they are quite frequently 
incorrect. As they are public 
property we see no reason why 
they should not follow the man. 
Mr. Hershey had his share; some 
of them had a mirthful turn. 
No one enjoyed a mirthful story 
auy better than Mr. Hershey, and 
probably no prominent business 
man gave a better oppcrtunity 
for them than he did. 

It was said that Mr. Hershey 
never gave the other stockholders 
of the lumber compauy auy infor- 
‘nation about the condition of the 
company, neither did he make 
any dividends. On one occasion 
G. A.Garrettson accosted Mr. Her: 
shey to know why no dividends 
were made, Hershey replied that 
‘the company was not organized 
to make dividends, 1t was formed 
to give poor laboring men work.” 
Garrittson wasvery indignant. 
When Hershey got ready he 
niade a dividend of 35 or 40 per 
cent. After that no more stocks 
were offered for sale. 

Another story was that Her- 
shey kept a flock of  tur- 
keys on his farm, and among 
them was a very fine gobbler 
that chose the fence for a roost- 
ing place. One night a dog came 
aruund and killed the gobbler. 
UWershey was so indignant that he 
had a pen niade to keep other do- 
mestic animals away, and kept 
poision in this pen for a full year 
fer stray dogs. We wish there 


was more of that kind of pens iy 
use. 

On another occasion the wil 
geese got to feeding tn his fiele, 
someone had informed him that 
coru soaked in whiskey and fed 
to the geese would make them 
drunk. One day he informed his 
man of-all-work that he had 
brought some whiskey for him to 
soak corn in for the geese and 
says ‘‘Daniel soak some corn 1n 
this whiskey and put it out for 
those geese and see if it makes 
them drunk. Don’t you drink it 
yourself for there is strychnine in 
it.” all of which Daniel assent- 
ed to. Now Daniel was an Irish- 
man andcouid be frusted with 
anything better than a jug of 


whiskey. It was too much for 
him. He reasoned this way: 
Daniel had better have that 


whiskey, and that whiskey was 
not poisoned for Hershey wanted 
the geese to eat, of course he 
would not want them prisoned. 
Daniel gave the geese the corn 
without the soaking and set 
the whiskey away. On the follow- 
ing day when Hershey came to the 


farm he accosted Daniel. ‘*Did 
you put out that corn?” ‘Yes 
Ba. Did they “eat: it?” ‘Yes 
sir.” ‘*Did it make them drunk?” 


“No sir; you had better bring 
some more whiskey.” Hershey 
did not bring more. When Dan- 
iel got leasure he took a big spree 
on that whiskey. 

On another occasion a 
bor of Heshey had a lot of hogs 
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ne did not take care of, they kept 
trespassing on Hersney's place. 
After several offenses Hershey 
got out of patience and got his 
men and drove them up, then he 
says ‘*Boys, I will sell these hogs 
.to you, what will you give? I 
will guarantee the title.” The 
boys bid them off and paid tor 
them. When the neighbor came 
around to look for the hogs Mr. 
Hershey said *‘I sold those hogsof 
yours and here is the money I got 
for them; if you want any more 
than that you may get it if you 
can.”’ 

Atone time Mr. Hershey got 
in a habit of lawing or at least got 
into several Jaw suits. He was 
not successful, he disposed of his 
lawyer and quit the law business. 
One of the stories about Mr. 
Hershey's law experience was 
about this way: When he settled 
up his old indebtedness that he 
incurred in building the new mill 
there remained an old claim for 


interest which he did not want to 
pay at that time, and for which 
he gave his note ‘‘payable at my 
convenience on or before the 
judgement day.” The parties 
holding the note waited until it 
nearly run out by limitation and 
commenced suit tocollect it. The 
trial was before the court who 
decided against Mr. MHershey, 
saying ‘‘Mr. Hershey you had 
better pay that note now, as on 
the judgement day you will have 
plenty of other matters to attend 
to.” The note was paid. 

Mr. Hershey's death was the 
result of of an accident, leaving 
the largest estate of any former 
citizen, all of which he accumu- 
lated while here. We will say 
that no man ‘of our city was 
more respected: by ‘both rich and 
poor. That was demonstrated 
by the largest attendance. at his 
funeral obseques that-the city 
ever witnessed. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Early Lumber Business of Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, January r, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. ; 
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When the present Hershey mill 
was built it was not more than 
oue-half the size that it 
It stood close to the east side of 
the old one. After it got torun- 
ning, I think in the fall of 1857, I 
moved the old wne around to the 
east of the new one to be con- 
verted into a plaining mill. Lam 
not certain that 1t was ever used 
for that purpose. For several 
years Hershey's land did not ex- 
tend more than one-half the way 
west to the present plaining mill. 
This mill was first built and used 
by S. O. Butler as a pork house. 
On the bank of the slough to the 
south stood the old frame slaugh- 
ter house that was first built by 
Green & Stone; used by them, 
then by. 5. O-, Butler, later) by 
James Hagan, and others. The 
upper end of the slough above 
the present road was used fora 
log harbor. The bark and other 


is now. 


litter from the mill kept filling 
up the slough and damaging the 
drainage of the slaughter houses. 
Of course the slaughter house 
men and Hershey disagreed. 
One fall, just as the slaughter 
house was about to start, it took 
fire in the night. Hershey was 
hand. The boys wanted to 
turn on the water from his mill 
and put it out, but Hershey 
would not permit it. The slaugh- 
ter house burned. An _ interest 
in the property belonged to a 
man in Philadelphia. Hershey 
bought his interest and then dic- 
tated terms to the Muscatine 
men. He converted the 
house into the present plaining 
mill. 
One of Mr. Hershey’s good 
traits was his ability to measure 
the capacity of his employes. He 
succeeded in getting men of 
ability for the different places 
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they had to fill, although getting 
them, in many cases, from almost 
obscurity. Inthe office he had 
Thomas Irving, a native of Can- 
ada. He managed the business 
whether Hershey was here or 
away. When Hershey was here 
he ordered him; when Hershey 
was absent he ordered himself. 
On one occasion he hired a man 
by the name of — Ellis. who 
waS a very expert accountant, a 
splendid man for the _ place. 
After he became acquainted with 
the business, Mr. Hershey told 
Mr. Irving that he had found an- 
other man to take his place in 
the office. Mr. Irving was much 
disappoirted. Hershey told him 
that he wanted him to go north 
aud look after the log interest, 
stating that if he let him stay in 
that office a year or so longer 
that he would be dead. Irving 
had no choice about it and had 


tu go, which was fortunate for 
Irving. Heis now president of 


the Hershey Lumber Co. He 
-lives in St. Paul and 1s frequent- 
ly seen on our streets, here on 
business for the company. 

Mr. Eliis did not long 
after coming here. He was fol- 
lowed by a Mr. Brown. I was not 
acquainted with him. His place 
was soon filled by a nephew of 
Mr. Irving, Will Ewart, who was 
certainly a good manager while 
here. He went in with Mr. 
Hershey and bought a mill at 
Sargent, Mo., which, I have un- 
derstood, was not a success. 


live 


Mr. Ewart’s place in the office 
here was filled by Mr. Francis, 
another native of Canada, who is 
the present big man of the com- 
pany. ; 

As a salesman and manager of 
the yard the present incumbent, 
Johu Hahn, outranks most of 
them. He has been here fully 
forty years. At one time his 
business was loading cars. On 
one occasion Mr. Hershey went 
to Europe to purchase cattle. On 
his return he fouud John piling 
lamber. John said he was dis- 
satisfied and was going to quit. 
Hershey asked what the matter 
was. John told him what it was. 
Hershey told him to take his old 
place in the morning. Hershey 
shortly met the manager, Mr. 
Ewart, who said to him, ‘‘Johu 


Hahn is going to quit, who 
will you put in his place?” Her- 
shey’s response was: ‘I guess 


we will put you there; have you 


seen Mr. Hahn?” He said he 
had not. Hershey then gave 


Iwart a lecture abovt interfering 
with the men. 
When the company was incor- 


porated Mr. Habn took some 
stock. He kept it for some time 
and got no dividends. He built 


a new house and wanted money. 
He went to Hershey and told him 
that he wanted to sell his stock 
and must; if he could not keep 
his place without he would have 
to leave it. Mr. Hershey said: 
‘Pay John for his stock; we can’t 
afford to lose a good man be 
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cause he can’t hold stock.” We 
rather think that when that 35 
or 40 per cert dividend was made 
he wished he had kept his stock. 
John has been a very faithful 
man to the company. 

Hershey took *‘Billy” Ricnards 
when a mere boy to take care of 
his horse, and kept him until the 
war broke out, when Billy went 
into the army, saved his little 
money, came back and went to 
work for Hershey in the lumber 


yard. He was soon entrusted 
with selling, and became the 
most popular salesman iu the 
city. The other tumber men 


claimed his popularity was ob- 
tained at Hershey's expense by 
selling lumber too cheap; but as 
Hershey appeared to get rich 
much faster than the other deal- 
ers, we conclude that he way not 
made any poorer by Billy's ac- 
commodatien. Billy, as usual, 
saved his money, and when the 
company was incorporated he was 
able tu take a small block of 
stock, which increased in yalue 
all the while. Billy recently sold 
out to the Hershey Co. and is not 
now engaged in any business 
During the year the mill was 
being constructed Hershey had a 
number of engineers and mill 
superintendents; none seemed to 
stick until John Berkshire came. 
Of him can only say that 
John learned the engineer’s trade 
under the venerable Charles 
Chaplin, of our city, and run on 
a steam boat on the Missouri 


we 


river. It is enough to say that 
when John fetched up at the 
Hershey mill he was where he 
was wanted. He staid here and 
run the engine, and soon took 
charge of all the machinery. 
John, like others of Hershey's 
boys, saved his money and took 
stock in the company, sold it and 
went into the Barry Manufactur- 
ing Company, and laterin a hard 
pine saw m ll in Arkansas. John 
is HOW managing the mill and 
said to be owner. 

When Mr. Hershey first came 
here he brought with hima young 
man, Andrew Ciacker, who was 
possessed of a wonderful mechan- 
ical knowledge, that he kept for 
ageneralman. Ifa sawyer was 
hurt Cracker took his place. 
Hershey once told me that Crack- 
er could do anything about the 
mill, from running the engine to 
running the saws. Andrew 1s 
there now as general manager of 
the machinery. The place was 
filled awhile by Michael Appel 
while Crocker was at the lower 
mill. 

Here let me sav a 
Michael Appel. 
nature’s 


word about 
He was one of 
noblemen, He came 
here tresh frum Germany;I think 
he could not speak the English 
language; he stayed right by his 
work. At the time of his death 
he had the charge of all the la- 
borers around in the mill; 
there was no man more popular. 

To do their hauling it took 
some fifty teams. 
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under the general management, 
first, of George Funk; next James 
Paine, who remained for some 
years, and finally went west and 
took an interest in some way in 
Mr. Hershey's horse farm. The 
place is now filled by Michael 
Bryon, a young mau who al- 
most grew up .n the company’s 
employ. 
When additions were made to 
the mill it was necessary to en- 
large the power. A new cylin- 
der and flywheel were put on to 
the engiue and new boilers and a 
new enyineer by the name of 
August Bierman. He commenced 
twenty-six years ago to run the 
big engine and has grown big at 
the job. We don’t mean big 
headed, but big-hearted and big 
all over, a real whole-souled big 
fellow. There is nothing small 
about him—he weighs more than 
300 pounds. We are satished 
that he 1s a mechanic or 
Hershey would not have toler- 
ated him so long. May August 
and his engine be companions for 
another twenty-six years is our 
vote. . 
There is another of the old 
stand-bys still there, Thomas 
Neitzel; I think be has control of 
the lumbcr hauling to the cars. 
We don’t know how long he has 
been there, we will say twenty- 


big 


five or thirty years or more; he is 
always moving at his business, 
don’t seem to ever get tired. 

And another, William Schaefer, 
who could be seen on the runway 
sorting lumber; he has been there 
as long as we can recollect. 

In the mill we bave seen James 
Parmelee as foreman saw filer for 
at least twenty-five years. When 
he first went there he was able to 
do most of the work himself; now 
it takes quite a detachment to do 
it. Ou the shingle machine we 
have noticed the energetic coun- 
tenance of Irvin Earl for a long 
time. 

In the old style printing office 
they had a ‘‘devil” to do the work 
that the regulars would not do. 
It is the same way with this lum- 
ber yard; they have a man of the 
same kind; they call him Dents 
for short; his quarters are down 
in the south corner of the yard. 
We don't know any other name 
for him but Denis; his business 
is to trim up and sort damaged 
lumber and make it saleable, 
which he does with success. 

There are doubtless many other 
worthies whose names should be 
enrolled as helpers in building up 
this great interest, but we are 
unable to doit. Next week we 
will consider B. Hershey as a 
farmer. 
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B. Hershey as a Farmer. 
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Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, January 8, 1898; written by 
ja Paw alton: 2 


No. 


It is said of General Grant that 
his greatness consisted in a meas- 
ure of the greatness of the officers 
that he had surrounding him. 
This could be said of Mr. Her- 
shey. Atter he. secured the 
proper mentorun and attend to 
the mill he turned his attention 
to developing his big farm. This 
farm was one of the oldest farms 
in the bottom. It had been in 
cultivation since 1836, over 
thirty of these years with- 
out any attention to the 
preservation of its fertility. I 
think Mr. Hershey was the first 
one to put any fertilizer on the 
land. After the timber was cut 
off from the bluff land, as men- 
tioned in our last paper, he com- 
menced to ‘stock it with cattle. 
When we commenced building the 
large house in 1870 be had quite 
a herd of Jerseys and manufac- 
tured some very fine butter. In 
the spring of 1872 or °/3 he 


ol. 


brought his first stock of ponies 
from Canada; they have been 
considered the finest in the west. 
His noted staliion, Huckleberry, 
was known by ai! pony breeders. 
Soon after he broughi them here 
I asked him what he did it for; 
he replied, ‘tto make money;” 
that he could keep a pony as 
cheap as a sheep and it would 
bring as much money as a large 
horse. I] think he came nearer 
realizing his expectations on the 
ponies than on any of his other 
stock experiments, unless it was 
the Herefords. His trotting 
horse experiments, and he had at 
times some 100 head of horses, 
were not a success to any great 
extent; he built large barns, had 
his own mile track, and spared 
no pains to make it successful; 
he raised fine, elegant 
horses, but few trotters; his aim 
was to get a stock of horses that 
would rival the Bashaws without 
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crcssing them with the Bashaws 
—an aim he never attained. His 
biggest move in the stock line 
was when he imported his herd 
of 81 Herefords in ‘881. They 
required more barn room, and 
building more was the order. 

In one of his trips east he fel! 
in with an old stray architect by 
the name of Wilkinson, who was 


endowed with an immense 
amount of pronouns He cap- 
tivated Mr. Hershey and per- 
suaded him to build the big 
creamery barn that, when com- 
pl ted, cost $38,000. 

This Mr. Wilkinson had a 
scheme of sub-air ventilation. 


The scheme was to cool the air 
before letting it into the barn, 
then making the baru very tight 
su as to keep it cool during the 
warm weather, and warm during 
the cold weather. He claimed 
cattle would do much better un- 
der those conditions than in the 


ordinary ones. His fattening 
Cattle be never let ot » Phe 


scheme looked well to Hershey, 
so he started to carry it out; built 
the barn, and put a_ tunnel 
through the hill back into a 
ravine several hundred feet away. 
They expected to cool the air 
while passing through this tun- 


nel. In connection with the 
barn they expected to run a 
creamery. Hershey had quite a 


herd of Jersey cattle, but he ex- 
pected to depend on the country 
for his milk. He fitted up a nice 
lotof creamery wagons aud got 


the creamery in good running 
order. 


During the time that the 
creamery was running in full 
force, (Mir. ELershey told Mr. 


Fisher, his head manager, to put 
up a nice package of butter for 
the Chicago fall exhibit. Her- 
shey took the butter to Chicago 
and exhibited it. It did not take 
the premium, which was given 
to a package of oleomargerine. 
Hershey bought the premium 
oleomargerine and had it sent 
home to Fisher. He came back 
and met Fisher, who inquired: 
“Did we get the premium?” 
dershey replied: ‘‘No. TU bought 
the butter that did get it and it 
will be down there at your house; 
try ity, ‘Lhe? butter ‘canteaae 
right; Fisher tasted it, and the 
next time they met, Hershey said: 
“Did youtry the butter?” Fish- 
erreplied: ‘“‘I did.” ‘Was it as 
good as ours?” Fisher said: ‘It 
was a little better than ours.” 
Hershey said: ‘*That is enough, 
we will dry up this butter factory 
at once, if we can’t make butter 
that will beat oleomargerine,”’ 
and it was done. 

The barn proved a good place 
to keep cattle. He seeded down 
most of his bottom land to grass, 
cut itand put it in the barns. It 
was said that this one barn would 
hold 300 tons of hay. 

When he built this big barn he 
The architect, Wilk- 
Ue kept 


him as long as it was profitable. 


got beat. 
inson, did not suit him. 
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When he wanted him to leave, 
much to his disappointment, he 
would not go. Hershey gave 
him a room in the old office, and 


he went to the house for iis 
meals. He claimed quite a large 


sum of money from Hershey, who 
refused to give him anything. 
He had no money, not enough to 
buy a drink of whisky that he 
had been used to for a long time. 
One of the nired men took pity 
on him and supplied him witha 
quart a week, which he managed 
to get along with. 

Hershey hired J. J. Hoopes to 
superintend the work and _ told 
him to arrange to get the old fel- 
low away as cheaply as he could. 
Hoopes got the two to agree to 


have the matter referred tu me- 
chanics, Hershey to pay the 
referees. Some four or five of 


the builders of the city went down 
to the farm; the old man 
there and explained the particu- 
lars to them. ‘They looked the 
matter over and decided that 
Hershey should pay the old man 


Was 


some $250, and each of the 
referees $3 each. The old man 


got his pay but the referees did 
not. 

He had barn and stable room 
enough for two or three hundred 
head of cattle and at least 150 
headof horses. Hershey’s greatest 
trouble in raising cattle for profit 
was that he became attached to 
his stock—both horses and cattle 
—and would not sell them when 
they were ready forsale. He had 


as high as 120 head of horses at 
one time, and 100 head were 
driving horses. For many of 
these he was offered big prices: 
apparently the higher the price 
the less he was disposed to sell. 
For instance, he was. offered 
$10,000 for Fleta; she got crip- 
pled up and had to be killed. For 
Whitefoot he was offered $3,500, 
he eventually sold bim for $150. 
For Connor and Nigger he was 
offered $6,000; he finally soid 
them for $300; he had two others 
that he was offered $1,000 each 
that he sold for $100 each. 

His cattle he treated in much 
the same way. He imported 81 
head which he picked up at differ- 
ent places; some of them were 
very fine, many were not, but all 
had the white faces, and to the 


uninitiated thcy appeared all 
right, but they would all sell 
well. Those that he sold young, 


yearlings or two years old. that 
were shipped west, sold 
those he kept were sold at a 
great loss. Mary of the cattle 
that he had refused eight hun- 
dred to one thousand dollars, sold 
at from forty fifty dollars. 
There were two heifers that 
Hershey was offered $1,200 cash, 
sold for 550 each. 
On one occasion 
twelve head of white-taces; he 
fed them until they would not 
take on any more fat; his fore- 
man wauted to sell them, 
the market was good and they 
were out of corn. 
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not consent to have them sold, so 
they were fed a year longer and 
sold for some $500 less than they 
would have sold for one year 
earlier. The market had dropped. 

While Mr. Hershey devoted 
much of his time to the farm, he 
had to have a superintendent of 
great executive ability. It re- 
required two kinds of ability, oue 
to manage the farm, the other to 
manage Mr. Hershey while on the 
farm. ‘The latter was frequently 
the greater one. After making 
several trials he found in Mr. A. 
H. Fisher themanhe wauted. Mr. 
Fisher came here in 1870, not ex- 
pecting to stay more than a sea- 
son or so, but staid for eighteen 
years, asd then left to go ou his 
own farm on Muscatine Island. 
Mr. Hershey found in him an ac- 


tive, reliable, straight forward 
man, cne that he could rely on 
every time. 

This is the third paper we have 
devoted to Mr. Hershey. There 
are many who have helped Mr. 
Hershey in building up these 
large industries whose names are 
omitted from the want of ac- 
quaintance and space, and some 
errors bave occurred, For in- 
stance, Michael Appel in place of 
Martin Appel, whose name 
should have been used in connec: 
tion with the mill. There were 
two old Germans that worked 
early and late, rain or shine, wet 
or dry—John Neibert Sr. and 
John Benson—and likely dozens 
of others that I can’t mention 
which we will haye to leave for 
the present. 
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MUSSERVILLE. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, January 15, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


If we look back fortv years 
say January 1, 1858, we will find 
but few buildings in South Mus- 
catine—Musserville as it 1s fre- 
quently called. At a very early 
day, in 1837, Josh Stearns anda 
brother built acabin on the upper 
end of the Island and lived there 
afew years. The second house 
built within the city limits on the 
Island was where Mr. M. D. 
Manlove’s house, that was re- 
cently destroyed by fire, stood. 
We are not sure but the house 
just destroyed was. the old one, 
I think it was built by Ed. Brown- 
ing on what we call the Day land. 
The third house built was the 
residence of S. P. Hopson. It 
stood where the Musserville 
plaining mill now stands. I 
think it was built in 1850. 

Soon after the dam was put 
across the slough in 1845, a levee 
was built by subscriptions down 
as faras the high ground of the 


Oz. 


Day place. Ia building this levee 
a great many drift logs were 
used. When the high 
came this log-levee washed out, 
of course it was repaired in a very 
temporary manner. When the 
high water of 1851 came the 
whole of the upper end of the 
Island, above Mr. Matlove’s, was 
overflowed, in some places the 
water was deep enovgh to swim 
ahorse. I lived in town then; 
on Sundays we went down on the 
Island; on one occasion when the 
river was about the highest, three 
or four of us boys including my 
brother—who went along to see 
his- girl—went down ina skiff. 
He got off at the Day place; we 
went down farther, and 
agreed that all meet at the 
Dav place at 3 p.m. We were 
late in getting back and did not 
find onr brother there; we waited 
until near night and concluded 
that he must have gone ahead of 
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us in some other boat,so we 
started for town. About the 
time we got up to the Hopson 
house he canie and started to fol- 
low us, he waided out to the 
Hopson house waist deep, got ou 
the roof, shouted himseif hoarse, 
and nearly swung his arms off, 
without our seeing him. He staid 
on the top of the house until 
nearly dark when some one saw 
him and went to his relief. To 
say he was in good humor would 
uot be telling the truth. 

During the high water of 1851, 
a lumber raft got away and went 
down over the Island some two 
miles and staid until the water 
subsided when it was hauled off 
with teams. After the flood sub- 
sided a levee was built that stood 
the high water very well. After 
the levee was rebuilt confidence 
was restored and cne improvement 
alter another began to be made 
on the Island. 

Near where Mr. Manlove’s 
house stood, a brewery was built 
by Binz & Stengele. They run 
this brewery with profit for 
awhile. It was before ice was 
used in storing beer, so they went 
up on the bluff near the cemetery 
and built a large cave for stor- 
ing purposes. While everything 
seemed to be prosperous the brew- 
ery Stopped running. The build- 
ing was later used for a canning 
factory, the portion that was used 
for a dwelling was moved away. 

On the upper end of the Island 
the railroad company built a 


brick engine house and turning 
table, tozether with one or two 
more buildings that were to be 
used for repairing, etc. The en- 
gine house stood for some time in 
use. During one of the high 
waters a portion of the building 
fell down; it was repaired, but in 
the high water of 1870 it became 
unusable and was taken down. 

There was an agricultural 
warehouse and factory started 
near where the school house now 
stands. They hada great many 
threshiug machines stored there 
and possibly other agricultural 
implements. When the hard 
times of 1857 struck us, it stopped 
this industry. 

In this part of the city Hatch 
& Fullerton had a wholesale lum- 
ber yard, later Ed. Hoch. 

The upperend of the Island 
where the lath piles are now, 
was used by the railroad com- 
pany to pile wood tor locomotive 
fuel. After Hershey got poses- 
sion of the Butler pork house he 
filled up the slough and sot po- 
session of the railroad grounds 
by purchase or some way, and 
filled 1t up to use it for its present 
purposes, much to the annoyance 
of Mr. Smalley who claimed the 


property should revert to him 
when abandoned by-the railroad. 
A little later Leindecker & 


Zeigler built the old Kleinfelder 
foundry, which they run without 
any profit tothemselves. In fact 
I have an idea that it came very 


near breaking Mr. Zeigler up. 
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This building has since been 
used for various purposes. At 
one time a file manufactory was 
running there, later a saw fac- 
tory, then a wind mill factory by 
Greeley & Rockafellow. They 
expected to manufacture reapers 
but could not reachit. When 
the Kleinfelder foundry up in the 
city burned, Mr. Kleinfelder 
bought this building aud used it 
for foundry purposes for quite 
awhile, after he closed it upvit 
was used for a ventilated barrel 
factory, and lastly for a button 
factory. ic 

When Coe & Wells put up their 
big cooper shop.where the Kaiser 
mill now stands, it brought a few 
other buildings. .Barney Kemper 
built a cooper shop and dwelling 
house near where the lower end of 
the street car track stops; out on 
the ridge west of the ponds Geo. 
Connor lived in the old fair 
ground office, near bim — Wash- 
burn, Norman Oakes and one or 
two others. Near where the lower 
school house stands, the brick 
house now standing, owned by 
Lewis Coe, was built quite early. 
Alexander Clark had a_ house 
near by. About all the dwelling 
houses that were built in that lo- 
cality previous to 1870 were built 
on high ground. But few if any 
dwellings stood on the space 
(nearly three-fourths of a mile) 
between the two school houses. 
When the high water of 1870 
broke through the leyee it was 
yery fortunate that mone were 


there. The break occurred where 
the Musser saw mill now stands, 
For a description of this break we 
will copy from O. G. Jack's His- 
tory of Muscatine, page 51 and 
Pe 

‘1870. During the spring of 
this year the water in the Missis- 
Sippi was higher than ever before 
kuown by the oldest inhabitant— 
seventeen feet above low 
mark. On the morning of the 
25th of April the Island levee 
broke, near Binz’s brewery and 
the lower part of the Island was 
soon covered with water. Many 
skiffs were employed for several 


water 


days in bringing parties from 
their submerged homes to places 
of safety, drivea from their crops 
and much other valuable property, 
and glad to escape with their 
lives. The sight.. which 
witnessed by thousands of our 
citizeus, description. 
Large fields, whose rich and fer- 
tile soil promised an abundant 
yield, and handsome gardens, 
whose vegetables were so eutic- 
ingly springing from mother 
earth, were tn a few moments 
changed to a great river bed and 
became a worthless waste.” 
After the water subsided, Mus- 
ser’s built their mill, which com- 


was 


beggars 


menced running in 1872. ‘This 
gaye South Muscatine a boom; 


settlers came in and building lots 
advanced iu value. I know one 
man who gave Mr. Smalley, who 
laid out an addition, £100 for one 
of the cheice lots and soon sold it 
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for $350. Idon’t think it 1s worth 
more than that now. 

Bartlett & Hvuopes put up a 
pork packing house, built a big ice 
house, and fitted up and did sum- 
mer packing for two seasons. I 
recollect seeing them put up ice 
three feetthick,cut in the channel 
of the river. 

On the upper partof tne Island 
the Brent Bros. started a window 
shade and wash-board factory. 
Their kind of shades seem to 
have gone out of use, they were 
much like a Rush-matting, using 
pine sticks a little longer 
than matches for filling, they 
would color these sticks green or 
any color they wanted; they were 
woven ina handloom. ‘The firm 
also manutactured wash-boards 
and other commodities. ‘hey 
were burned out two or three 
times, but every time they rebuilt 


larger. This factory was the be- 
ginuing of the Muscatine Sash & 
Door Co., of which W. Ly. Roach 
is manager. After this factory 
was Started the cread of an over- 
flow seemed-to have disappeared. 


Among the early settlers I 
recollect the names of William 
Plocke, George Kinsley, William 
Hoover, George Jones, William 
Dungan, Gill Washburn, Barney 
Kemper, Gates Washburn, H. V. 
Howard. | 

About 1875 the Union Lumber 
Company commenced operations 
oenalarge scale. After a year or 
two they got tired. About that 
time the Musserville Methodist 
church was erected, a year or so 
later a school house. The sa- 
loon has been therein a kind of a 
transient manner, sometimes 
there and sometimes not. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


<@2m—_Muscafine’s Early Lumber Deatles. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, January 


# fo 3 


~~) 


1898; written by 


J. P. Walton. 


No. 


In looking over the list of Jum- 
ber dealers that have done busi- 
ness in Muscatine from time to 
lime we find tue following names: 
In .1856 we had Duasmore & 
Chambers, Hoch & Musser, S. M. 
McKibben & Co., 3. G. Stein, and 
B. Hershey. Threesyears later, 
1859, we had added or changed 
the list to Hatch & Fullerton, 
Hoch & Whitehouse, R. Musser 
& Co., and C. C. Washburn. 

After the war wasvuver in 1866, 
and business began to boom, the 
list stood John Chambers & Co., 
Front’street northwest corner of 
Spring; B. Hershey, Burlington 
road, C. Cadle, corner Second and 
Mulberry; S. G. Stein, Pine and 
Second streets; J. S. Garlock, 
Second street west of Walnut. 

In 1869 Muscatine had twelve 
lumber dealers as follows: Cor- 
nelious Cadle, corner Second and 
Mulberry; Chambers Brothers; 
Charles Drury, northwest corner 
Second and Mulberry; W. H. 


Os: 

Delaney, corner Fourth and 
Orange streets; Levi Eckle, south 
side Second street between Wal- 
nut aud Mulberry; O. W. Eckle 
& Bro., corner Second and 
Orange; John S. Garlock, Second 
street between Walnut and Cedar; 
Edward Hoch, Front street above 
Sycamore; R. Musser & Co., cor- 
ner Second and Walnut; S. G. 
Stein, Pine and Second; B. Her- 
shey, on Burlington road at mill, 
aud Huttig Bros. 

Five years later in 1874, the 
list stood: Eckle & Patten, R.S. 
Hawley, B. Hershey &Co., P. M. 
Musser & Co., Ed. Hoch, S. G. 
Stein, Union Lumber Co, 

In 1879 we had E. E. Burdick, 
South Muscatine; Musser & Co., 
South Muscatine; Hershey Lum- 
ber Co.. South Muscatine; Levi 
tckles Ji.S. Garlock, and _J. 5S. 
Patten & Co. 


It will be seen that in 1869, 
some thirty years ago, we had 


twelve lumber dealers or twelve 
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lumber yards. Among these 
twelve two saw mills were in- 
cluded; in the whole number I 
don’t think that as much lumber 
was carriedat any one time as one 
of our largest mills have had at 
one time in recent years. These 
lumber men were young men, in 
many cases just starting on the 
road to wealth—where few ar- 
rive. Of thesetwelve 25 per cent 
became wealthy which 1s a better 
showing than almost any other 
branch of business ever carried on 
in this city. 

A review of the character ot 
these men will be in order; in 
doing so we will confine ourselves 
at this time to those who are not 
now in business here. Among 
those not mentioned in any torm- 
er paper was Hatch & Fulerton; 
they handled considerable umber 
from 1858 to 1860 they hada 
wholesale yard down on the head 
of the Island in South Muscatine 
and a retail yard at the corner of 
Mulberry and Sixth streets. where 
the United Brethren church now 
stands. Atthis time it would be 
considered) an out of the way 
place for a Jumber yard, but then 
it was not, as must of the lumber 
used north and west of the city 
many miles was hauled out of 
the city on Mulberry and Sixth 
streets. Farmers would bring in 
their produce and sell down in 
the city and load up their wagons 
there as they went home. When 
the railroad to Iowa City was 
completed it soon made the Sixth 


street locality undesirable for a 
yard and it was closed. The 
principal or head man was Ed. 
ward Hatch, he was a native of 
Maine; I think raised in the pine 
timber district, came west and 
stopped awhile in the pine re- 
gions of Pennsylvania, and later 
he turned up in Muscatine; he 
had charge of Mr. Hershey’s in- 
terests here for a year or so, 
about 1856; he then went in com- 
pany with W.H. Fullerton and 
opened lumber yards for whole- 
sale ard retail. William H. Ful- 
lerton was a native of Windsor, 
Vt.; he appeared to have been 
inspired with the idea of ‘‘go 
west young man, go west;” for 
he with three other young men 
of that place Jocated here about 
the same time and all removed 
together. They occupied the 
rooms now used by F. H. Little, 
then over Green & Stone’s bank. 
The quartette consisted of W. B. 
Fullerton, George R. White, W. 
H. Hubbard and M. Holden. I 
am not certain about Mr. Holden 
coming from Vermont, 1f he did 

did not belong to 
he was not endowed 


ne certainly 
their tribe; 

with that generous impulse that 
the other three had. White and 
Holden were clerks in Green & 
Stone’s bank, Hubbard 
bookkeeper in Charles & W. R. 
Stone’s hardware store, and ul- 
lerton, bookkeeper and general 
manager for Joseph Bennett, who 
was at that time running the big 
brick flouring mill (the present 
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oat meal mil!) and packing large 
quantities of pork. Fullerton got 
tired of working for others and 
went in the lumber business with 
Hatch. J think they did not 
work together more than a couple 
of years; If I recollect aright he 
sold cut to Hatch, who got his 
brother Robert here to help him. 
When the war broke, out Edward 
Hatch got up a cavalry company 
and was elected-captain, which 
was his first mUitary position. 
Futlerton went back to Windsor, 
Vt., where he stil! resides, tn in- 
dependent circumstances, but in 
poor health; he is much respected 
by his associates. 

The history of Generai Hatch 
(Ed. Hatch) should be written up 
by some of the veterans, as I do 
not like to take the honor from 
those to whom it belongs. Itis 
enough for me to say that Hatch 
was soon promoted to major, then 
to colone} and later to brigadier 
general; he was wounded once or 
twice, and at the close of the war 
he was appointed colonelin the 
regular army. He died quite re- 
centy while out on the frontier. 
General Hatch's early education 
in the pineries and with working 
men proved very valuable to the 
government in erecting fronticr 
forts, of which he informed me 
that he constructed more 
than 


had 
any other officer in the 
When Gen. Hatch went 
into the army his brother Rob- 
ert staid here sold out. the 


lumber and closed up the busi- 


army. 


and 


ness. 

There was another lumber may 
that kept bobbing up all the time, 
Edward Hoch. He wasa joliy 
good fellow, quite witty and af. 
fable, pleasant and winning in 
his address. We hardly know 
where he came from, the first we 
heard of him was in 1849, he was 
then working with a threshing 
machine party,traveling from one 
location to another  thresh- 
We next heard of himasa 
with Richard Mus- 
ser, along in or about 1854 or ’55; 
how he camein with him we can't 
tell. He next appears as the 
head of the firm of Hoch & Mus- 
ser. J have always thought that 
Musser furnished the money and 
went in with Hoch on account of 
his knowledge of the lumber 
business. We next heard of him 
as being associated in business 
with a man named Whitehouse. 
I think this Whitehouse was a 
raftman ora man wha followed 
running lumbe: down the river, 
finding this to be a good point to 
sell lumber he likely concluded to 
start a yard with Hoch at its 
head—a year or two was sufficent 
for that firm. Ed. Hoch next 
located a lumber yard un the head 


ing. 


lumber man 


of the Island, later on Front 
street abuve Sycamore. I think 


his office was brought from the 
Island this locality, lafer 
it was taken up to the north side 
of Second of Mul- 
berry. 

Mr. Hoch had all the qualifica- 


to 


street, east 
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tions to make a valuable cetizen; 
he had gotten the idea that to be 
popular he suust be convivial and 
he practiced that habit.. Whatever 
his shortcomings were he was a 


a good fellow socially all the 
same. Asa lumber seller there 
was none better known or more 
popular in our city. 


| RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Sash and Door Manufactory of Huttig Bres. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail January 29, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


In the year 1869 Fred and Wil- 
liam Huttig started two lumber 
yards, one in Kellog, the other at 
Muscatine. The yard in this 
city was located on Front street 
west of Linn street. Fred Hut- 
lig managed the lumber yard in 


Kellog and William the one in 
Muscatine. They also képt sash 


and doors, buying them in Daven- 
port. One day Mr. Falter, the 
Davenport traveling man, came 
along and stated that he would 
soon be out of a job, and wanted 
the Huttigs to go into the manu- 
facturing of sash and doors; he 
showed them that there was 
money in the business. William 


SAL. 
wrote to Fred. stating the Falter 
proposition and asked what he 
thought about a deal of that 
kind. It so happened that Fred 
had just received an offer for the 
yard at Kellog, at a good fair 
price, and they sold it. They 
took Falter in with them and 
opened a shop in the rooms now 
occupied by the Commercial Club, 
but not liking the quarters they 
purchased the present oat meal 
mill of the estate of Chester 
Weed for the sum of $11,000, and 
used it for a warehouse and shop. 
After leaving this location the 
building was sold to the Oat Meal 


Co. that was organially com- 
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posed of William Huttig, F. P. 
Sawyer, S. G. Stein, H. W. Moore 
and F. D. Holcomb. ‘The stock 
has recently been owned by F. P. 
Sawyer and S. G Stein, jr. 
Huttig Bros. & Falter received 
- the sash inthe knock-down; they 
set Dick Flint at work putting 
the sash together. Dick Flint 
commenced work by the piece at 
the price patd at other places for 
such work; for the first week or 
two he could earn but $1.50a 
day; he kept on at it till he be- 
cam used to itand got it system- 
atized. At the end of a couple 
of months he could earn S5a day; 
at the end of the vear the firm 
cut his wages down. Dick did 
not quit, but worked a little bard- 
er and made the $5 per day all 
the same; he had to stand a sec- 
ond cut down, which resulted in 
more bard work. In all he 


worked some four years for the 


firm. 

The  Huttigs soon found 
that running a lumber yardanda 
sash and door factory together 
did not go well, so they closed 
out the lumber yard and devoted 
their attention to the sash and 
door business. After running 
awhile, Mr. Falter withdrew, go- 
ing into business in St. Louis. 
The Huttigs managed the busi- 
ness without his help. 

Upto 1875 but very little pol- 
ished plate glass had been used 
inthis city. Harry Cannon had 
the monoply of that business, he 
had a price list and had so muti- 


lated it that no one could te. 
where it came from; he claim 
he had an arraugement by whic 
he could sell the glass at the liv 
price delivered in Muscatine 
had occasion to figure on a coup). 
of store fronts, the glass liste: 
near $700, which put the jobs 
high it was not done. I wenit 
the Centennial at Philadelphia 
in 1876, and while there I sawz 
very fine display of plate glass 
made by a house in New York. 
I took their address and when | 
got home lI wrote them to send 
me a price list, they in answer 
sent me a price list, with an offer 
to sell at 60 per cent off. Tak- 
ing advantage of that offer I got 
the job of putting in the two 
store fronts. I was not in the 
shipping business and I soon 
found that a man in that line 
could do better than I could. | 
took my price list and discount 
down to Huttigsand got them to 
order the glass for me. It was 
shipped to me. That was their 
first deal in plate glass. After 
that I sold most of the plate 
glass for some time, the uttigs 
ordering it. I think they now 
handle most of the plate glass 
used in this city. 

Cadle & Multord got tired of 
the old plaining mill and shop. 
down near the present freight 
depot, and concluded to build a 
new one. They got the two lots 
on Front street, east of Syca- 
more, and put up their new fac- 
tory, the Huttig Bros. putting 
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some $15,000 in with them. This 
factory run but a few weeks after 
the Huttigs were interested in it 
before: it teok fire and burned 
dowg. I think that Geurge D. 
Magoon had stock in it 
with the others but sold out be- 
fore the fire. i: 
After the fire the company 
yvathered their resources together 
and re-organized with $200,000 
capital, under the name of Hut- 
tig Bros, Manufacturing Co. 
The new company was composed 
of William Huttig, Fred Huttig, 
Joseph Mulford, Richard Cadle, 
Fred Lumpe, Allen Bowers and 
some others. When they came 
tu reorganize they wanted to get 
sume of the Jumber men to take 
stock, have their interest. 
They got some taken by P. M. 
Musser and went to B. Hershey 
and wanted him to take a little. 
Mr. Hershey szia: ‘‘How much 
do you want me to take?” Hut- 
tiy answered, ‘tat least $5,000.” 
Hershev’s reply was. ‘Mr. Huttig 
yeu put me down for $45,000 of 
stock, I will take that, and if you 
> around and I 


Some 


to 


want money come 
will help you get that.” Hershey 
got uo stock and Huttig did not 
have to call on him for money. 
When the Huttigs concluded to 
rebuild they wanted room 
and located their plant where a 
place could be bad at that time, 
on the south side of Second be- 
tween Oak and Orange streets. 
After the mill was started and 
began to pay something, the race 


more 


began to acquire more rocm 
They only wanted the lot next to 
them until they got some '2 or 
15-lots: . They haye easlarged 
their mill and built warehouses 
until they have covered floor 
that can be counted by 

They now buy their 
stock in large lots and have all 
the latest: improved machinery, 
and a capacity to. work 300 men. 

The officers of the company 
are: .Wiliiam Huttig, president; 
Fred Lumpe, vice president; H. 
W. Huttig, secretary; D,.S. Mc- 
Dermid, treasurer. 

To go back to our first acquaint- 
ance with the Huttig Brothers. 
Karly in che fifties a stone mason 
came here by the nameof Fred 
Huttig and went to work at his 
trade. Shortly afterwards a 
younger brother, William, came 
and tried to earn a living by 
teaching music, which went very 
slow. He was compelled to go 
to work at something else. He 
started at tending stone mason, 


room 
acres: 


which soon proved too much for 
him; he had to give it up, but 
the lack of a better job forced 
him try toitagaiu. The foreman, 
John Knopp, sr.. saw the diffi- 
culty and set him to laying stone 
and showed him how to do it, 
and put a stronger man at tend- 
ing mason. With the assistance 
of the tender to help him to lift 
the heavy stoncs, he got along 
fairly well. He worked quite 
a while at this business with the 


desire of accumulating a suf- 
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ficient sum to take him back to 
the old country. By the time he 
began to reach that amount he 
had secured quite a number of 
music scholars and was doing 
yery well. He had gotten over 
-his home sickness and married 
and settled down, as most of the 
young Germans haddone. When 
he gave up the stone mason trade 
he went into the grocery business 
with success. but wishing to doa 
larger amount of business he 
went in with his brother Fred in 
the lumber business, as before 
mentioned. Fred recently sold 
his stock in the manufacturing 
company to Willliam and moved 
to Kansas City. 


While calling at William Hut. 
tig’s house recently, we could 
scarcely realize what a change 4() 
years had made with bim. We 
had frequently had occasion ty 
visit his first house on the south 
side of Seventh street, one lot 
east of Cedar street. The house 
was about 16x24, one story frame. 
It stood several feet below the 
grade of the street, we raised it to 
grade. He now occupies a house 
ou the northeast corner of Third 
and Pine streets, that 1s one of 
the finest in the citv.. It did not 
cost less than $10,000 to build it. 
When we called we found him at 
his early occupation, teaching his 
grandson niusic. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Sash and Door Business. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 5, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


At an early day the carpenters 
and joiners made their sash by 
hand. It was the test of work- 
manship to be able to makea 
window sash. The carpenter 
that had a house to build, figured 
on making the sash, frames, 
doers and blinds in the winter 
before commencing the building. 

The first man that made sash 
for a business was Abraham 
Smalley, iu his wiud-mill 
at the south corner of Third and 
Cherry streets. He had an old 
man named Jacob Pickel, who 
put in his entire time making 
sash. Jf he run short of orders 
he would get out the material 
and keep a small stock of 8x10 
and 10x12 8 light sashon hand. 
They never glazed any; a builder 
usually had to leave his order and 
have the sash made. The sash 
in my house were made there in 
1851. For machinery they had 
a circular saw and a common 


55. 


mortising machine run by foot 
power. ‘The circular saw was 
run. by wind, when it blew; if 
there came a still -time and not 
wind enough to do the sawing 
orders for work had to wait. I 
have often taken orders there and 
had to watt on the wind. 

In 1851 or ’52 a man by the 
nameof Worthington came here; 
he brought some sash machinery 
and started to manufacture sash 
in the frame buildiag on the east 
corner of Second and Sycamore 
streets, owned by Jos. Freeman. 
Worthington started his ma- 
chinery but lacked capital to run 
it and he tock J. S. Patten in 
with him. Worthington after- 
wards sold out tu Patten who run 
itawhile and sold to John Glover, 
who run it in 1856,and Patten 
followed carpenter work. I 
think EK. M. Kessenger had some- 
thing todo with the sash factory. 
Their machinery was quite 
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limited. I belieye the windows 
in the Ogilvie house was their 
largest contract. Their sash was 
not considered as good as those 
of Jacob Pickel’s were, so he kept 
at work. 

In 1852 S. G. Hill came here 
and brought a Nockcross planer, 
and went in with S. G. Stein. 
They erected the factory on 
Front street, west of Pine; they 
added sash machinery and manu- 
factured sash and doors. The 
price was so high and the goods 
so inferior that Jacob Pickel 
could still manufacture. I find 
~in the directory of 1856 that he 
was at the business in the old 


Smalley wind-mill; in 1859 he 
followed carpenter work and 
lived on the north side of 


Fourth street, between Linn and 
Spruce. I think 1t was probable 
that when Smalley sold the old 
wind-mill and went to farming, 
Pickel had to give up the busi- 
ness. 

These early sash factories made 
few if any doors, the carpenters 
had to make them by hand. It 
used to be considered a good 
day’s work to make a door, but 
frequently under favorable cir- 
cumstances a man could make 
two. 

My first job after I struck out 
for myself, was building a good 
sized twostory house for Gamaliel 
Olds, out on Cedar river, in 1849. 
We bought the sash of Smalley. 
There were 40 two-pannel black 
walnut doors in the house; I made 


them all by hand, which took al} 
winter. 

Stein & Hill bad a monopoly in 
the plasing mill and sash and 
door business until the war broke 
out; they made the old planer 
clear them $30 or S40 per day, 
and kept it running most of the 
time. They saved enough to pur- 
chase the lot and erect the butld- 
ing where McColm's store is 
now, No. 122 and 125east Second 
street, (Stein’s Music hall). At 
the beaking out of the war S. G. 
Hill was appointed ‘Col. of the 
35th Towa Infantry. He was 
killed at the battle of Nashville. 
His brother, S. B. Hill, tried run- 
uing the planing mt] but did 
not continue a great while until 
Cadle, Muitord & Co. bought it 
out. The company was composed 
of Richard Caale, Joseph Mulford 
and William Albers. Cadle and 
Mulford were carpenters. Albers 
had run the planing machine for 
along while; he soon got tired 
of the business and sold his share 


out to Cadle & Mulford. ‘They 
hired George Magoon to make 


doorsfor them; the first contract 
was for 500 doors; Mayoon went 
to work and cut out material for 
100, this filled the shop so full ot 
stuff they could not get around, 
and this first hundred was all he 
made for them. After running a 
while there, they concluded to 
build a new shop and erected one 
on Front above Sycamore street. 
After they got their new shop up 
they bought the old nrachinery 
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from Patten & Co., in Freeman's 
building; they runa while but 
did not get along well, they did 
not have money enough to run 
successfully, so they sold out to 
George’ D. Magoon and C. U. 
Hatch. Inthedeal Magoon was 
to run theshopand Hatch the out- 
side work. Magoon fitted up the 
old machinery and threw out 
some, one in particular wasa 
rabiting machine, it had in- 
jured the hands of four men— 
Kessenger, Cadle, Rowland and 
Kincaid—before it went into the 
creek. Magoon and Hatch not 


agrecing they sold the planing 


mill back to Cadle & Mulford, 
who got help from Huttig Bros. 
to the extent of $15,000. They 
tented or bought the Fimple three 
story brick building, adjoining 
on the east, which was about 30x 
90 and converted that into a fac- 
tory, a wooden connection was 
made between the two buildings, 
the sash ard door machinery be- 
ing placed in the brick building. 
With Huttigs as salesmen every 
thing promised. favorable. Ia 
the spring of 1877 on a Sunday 
morning, about 9 a. m., a fire 
broke out in the factory and by 
uoon the whole establishment, 
brick building and all, was a pile 
of ruins. This was shortly after 
the fire department was orgat- 
ized. It was the first big fire 
they had tackled and it proved 
too much for them. The firemen 
were quite downhearted, but they 
have since found it is no uncom- 


mou thing to have a fire too big 
for almost any fire department. 
This factory was never rebuilt, 
Cadle & Mulford ‘put their mite 
in the Huttig Bros’. factory. 

We wish to say that at the old 
wind-mill Mr. Smalley manufac- 
tured various articles, such as 
wind-mills, harrows, cultivators 
and other articles of a similar 
character. He also occasionally 
made sleighs; we saw one on the 
street the other day that he made 
long before the war. 

Jacob” + Pickle’ was: . little 
known save among his German © 
friends, he uever made any con- 
siderable amount of money, but 
he saved what he made. At his 
death he bequeathed to the Ger- 
man Congregational church quite 
a large sum of money. 

Joseph Mulford was an out- 
spoken, honorable, square man, a 
prominent democrat; he was 
here during the time of the war 
but was no copperhead as several 
of the democrats were. When 
the war excitement got up quite 
high and many were joining the 
home guards and volunteers, one 
day Joe and I went up to the 
court house square together for 
the purpose of joining the home 
guards, when we saw in the 
ranks J. J. Hoopes, one of our 
own cronies, and Marx Block, 
two out-spoken southern sympa- 
thizers, marking time. We con. 
cluded the country was sate and 
did not go tn. 

Neither Mr. Mulford or myself 
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could go to war. We both paid 


money, with others, as a bounty. 


to keep our ward from having a 


draft..>..l think it cost_us about 
250 each. Joe was quite excite- 
able, and when a draft was 


talked about he would offer his 
house and lot to be kept clear of 
it. No one took him up. The 
war closed without any draft in 


our ward. 

When the Huttig Brothers 
Manufacturing Co. started he had 
charge of the carpeter shop and 
the stair building,.a branch in 
which he became yery proficient. 
He remained here until his death. 

Richard Cadle went to the war, 
but we will have to forego writ- 
ing up Dick this time. 


(RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Some of the Early Items in the City Records. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 12, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


We had occasion recently to 
read over the old city records for 
the year (854. The first item 
that attracted our attention was 
that J.P. Walton was allowed 
one dollar in city orders for act- 
ing as clerk at anelection. 
counted one dollar ontaxes. ‘The 
cash value of city orders then 
was not more than 50 or 60 cents, 
just as one could find a purchaser. 
On that night, January 14, 1854, 
Hou. J. Carskadden resigned the 


This: 


56. 


ofice of Recorder; “Dr.. D: -P. 
Johnson took the place. The same 
night $6.00 was claimed for print- 
ing forty-five railroad bonds, I 
don’t know that the bill was ever 
paid. 

On another occasion S. G. Stein 
was allowed $1 for the use of his 
office for election day. ‘There 
seemed to have been two perma- 
nent yoting places for many 
years, Stein’s office and the court 
house. The voting place of the 
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Second ward has’~ had_ four 
or more locations; the first one I 
recollect was in T. M. Isett’s of- 
fice in the second story of a two- 
story brick building on the south 
side of Second street, between 
the avenue and Sycamore street; 
another location was in tbe 
mayor’s office, one block further 
west where J. 5. Richman & Son 
have their office; later the voting 
was done in the front room of the 
second story of Stetn’s music hall, 
in the room now occupted by E. 
M. Warner. Iu 1876, when the city 
bought the old Methodist church, 
the yoting place was moved there, 
where it still remains. 

On March 14, 1854, stationery 
was ordered from R. M. Burnett, 
to be paid for at cash price, with 
city orders; no mention made 


what the discount was—likely. 


about 50 cents on the dollar. 
Up to 1854 we had paid but one 
cent tax for city expenses. In 
1853 the city got it raised by au 
act of the jegislature from cne to 
three per cent, the limit now al- 
lowed by law; this includes the 
bonded indebetedness. The 
council commenced to increase 
the taxes, this gave them more 
funds, the city orders advanced 
to 65 cents at wholesale and 75 


cents at retail. The marshal 
collected the taxes, from 
the non-resident he got the 


mouey, and he would go to the 
resident, ask himif he had any 
city orders, if he had not he could 
generally settle his tax at 75 or 


—m 


80 cents on thedollar. The mar- 
shal dealt in orders. The mar- 
shal collected. some money, but 
he never accounted to the city 
with anything but ordersif he 
could help it. I think the cash 
deal with Burnett for stationery 
was an effort to squeeze some 
cash out of the marshal. 

Under the new charter heavier 
taxes were levied and orders were 
raised to par. Hundreds of us 
never thought we gained by the 
raise; we had more tax to pay and: 
had to get the money todoit:- with. . 
The non-resident tramp would 
come and work a day get his 
money and go away, he thought 
it was a good scheme. 

At the meeting, March 14, 1854, 
an application to sell beer and 
ale for oue year was introduced, 
the license was to be $50.00. At 
the next meeting it was laid on 
the table. Those were temper-- 
ance times in Muscatine. We. 
had for mayor John A. Parvin 
and four out of the six aldermen 
were out-spoken temperance men. 
No permits were given that year 
to sell beer orale. At that time 
there was more English ale sold 
than beer, the breweries had not 
got hold of Iowa, so people took 
tu ale and whiskey. About all 
the business done in that line 
during that year was donein a 
clandestine manner, 

On April 4, 1854, the council 
ordered the marshal to purchase 
three candlesticks and three pairs 
of suuffers to cost not to exceed 
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50 cents each, for the use the 
council. This may have been 
about ihe time that their head- 
quarters were moved to the Green 
& Stone building on the south 
side of Second street, between 
the avenue and Chestnut streets. 
They appeared tn have been 
fitting up with ‘new furniture 
and used ‘tallow dips. 

On 
Green & Stone were allowed 
- $29.40for filling clay between Sec- 
ond and Third streets on the 
avenue. At that time there was 
a ravine some twenty:or more 
feet deep running from the west 
corner of the avenue and Third 
street to the east side of the 
avenue at the alley between Sec- 
ond and ‘Third streeis. This 
ravine was bridged on the ave- 
nue when that street was first 
opened. About 1853 the city 
took charge of the west branch 
of the creek and turned ‘t along 
Third street, and commenced to 
fill uptheavenue. Theclay from 
Green & Stone was likely used 
for filling that hole. 

In the same meeting, May 3, 
1854, an order was passed to col- 
lect the unpaid snbscription for 
the construction of the levee. 
We conclude they meant the first 
wharf which was probably built 
by subscriptions in 1847 and °48, 

In the year 1853, M. M. Berk- 
shire was allowed $66.00 for mak- 
ing the city assessment. The 
present assessment in 1897, cost 
the city $350.00 and the assessor 


May 3, of the same year,’ 


made little or no canvas. 

On September 5, 1854, M. Block 
reported ‘‘the necessity of having 
the dams on Sycamore, between 
First and Second _ streets, 
paired.” ha 
‘When the town. was first set- 
tled Pappoose creek crossed Sec- 
ond street near Sycamore in its 
course to the -river.. It wound 
backward and forward over about 
five lots, and west of Sycamure 
street, where it. crossed Front 
street, there was four or five feet 
depth of water at low water mar 
on the river; one could rowa 
boat almost up to Second street. 
Efforts were made to bridge it at 
First and Second «streets, but 
without any success, especially 
on Front street. In order tu 
‘uake it passable the town orcity 
had a lot of brush cut and the 
mouth of the creek filled up with 
it, and had it weighted down 
with soft stone obtained from the 
bluff. ‘This answered the pur- 
pose as long as the stone and 
brush lasted. It had to be re- 
paired every timea big rain oc- 
curred. When Romulus Hawley 
was street commissioner, prob- 
ably in 1878, he drove some piling 
and covered them with plank in 
such a manner that it stood all 
attacks until removed for the big 
sewer in 1896. 

time ct. 6,” 1854, Si00...was: 
voted to help make a railroad 
survey for a road to be called the 
Keokuk, Mt. Pleasant and Mus- 
catine R. R. At this time an 
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effort was made to establish a 
fire department, but it was not 
accomplished. On Dec. 5, 1854, 
a memorial was presented to the 
legislature to extend the city 
limits, and amended on the 30th. 
These memorials were made and 
preseuted without submitting the 


question to the voters. It was a 
cowardly act, but the courts said 
the legislature had a right to do 
it. But itis also said in the case 
of Morford vs. the City that ncth- 
ing but road tax should be 
assessed on farming lands. 
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The Lost Creek. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February tg, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


When Bloomington lost her 
identity by that mame, and as- 
sumed amore appropriate one— 
Muscatine—it was considered a 
rough town. It had a beautiful 
little rivulet running in a circuit- 
ous route from Eighth and Syca- 
more streets to the river, at or 
near Sycamore street. It entered 
block 145 west of the middle, 
thence southeast across block 145 
and to near Sixth street, in block 
120. It thence sheered off north- 
cast and crossed Cedar street up 


Sve 


near Seventh street; thence south- 
east for three blocks nearly over 
to Waluut street at Fourth. 
It followed the street southwest 
until it crossed Cedar street and 
half way down the next block, 57, 
thence to the river. In doing 
this, it rum over nine blocks to 
get the distance of seven. 

At our first acquaintance with 
this little rivulet from Kighth 
street to the river, it was called 
Pappoose creek. Its banks were 
not high or abrupt in only two 
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places, they were mostly grown 
up with willows and _ bushes, 
where they were not the banks 
and bottoms were covered with 


grass. At an early day this 
creek very nearly ‘dried up 
in the summer time. The 


lots along its banks were not high 
priced, so the new comers tre- 
quently managed to get posses- 
sion, of one and built a house on 
the high part of the lot, anda 
pig pen and goose house on the 
lower part. They socn gota 
cow and quarters for her were 
secured with the other stock; all 
stock was allowed torun at large. 
It was often remarked that an 
oid German woman with a pair 
of geese would make as much 
money as anyone could witha 
cow. The exact number of geese 
raised along the creek was never 
ascertained. I am satisfied that 
the number run away up int» the 
thousands. At times one could 
hardly drive along the street 
without being forced to turn out 
or drive over some of them. 

The lots along the creek from 
Righth street, the city limits, to 
the river, were about all taken 
sooner than more valvable lots. 
Little or no preparation was 
made for high water, none had 
been observed that had done any 
damage other than wash out 
some of the pole bridges. Inthe 
year 1851 the creek was quite 
high. We recollect coming home 
one night, early in August, and 
finding the water flouding a 


house belonging to a Mr. Hindle. 
meister. It was a story and « 
half house, about 16x20 feet, i: 
stood on lot 8, block 145, where 
Henry Fuller’s brick house now 
stands. We helped carry the 
goods out of the house to dry 
jand When the water got over 
the chair bottoms on the main 
floor the rain ceased and the 
water subsided and we helped to 
carry the goods back again. In 


the course of two or three days, 
August 11, 1851, there came a 


rain and washed the building and 
all of its contents away, the oc- 
cupauts were fortunate in getting 
out. The water rose so fast they 
could not save anything. 

On the block between Sixth 
and Seventh streets, near Cedar, 
stood a small house occupied by a 
Mrs. Laferty and three children. 
The house stood in the creek bot- 
tom, and the water rose upon the 
house likely four feet deep. She 
took the childrenin her arms 
and tried to wade ashore, the cur- 
rent was too strong, they were 
overthrown and crowned. 

At that time Hon. T.S. Parvin 
was taking the weather records 
here, he reported a rain fall of 
11 inches in this onerain. There 
have been many hard rains since 
but not one-half that amount has 
fallen at any one time. 

At that time the town was cut 
in two. We had no bridges back 
of Second street, and that one 
wasued out. Up to that time we 
depended on fords for crossing. 
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This big flood washed them out 
so much that it made the cross- 
iugs very bad fcr awhile. The 
channel commenced to cut out, 
aud the banks to tall in, until it 
was lowered from 10 to 15 feet in 
many places making a creek bed 
of 20 to 30 feet wide. The resi- 
dents along the banks began 
protecting their lots mostly by 
planting willows. Some put in 
posts and planked. up. It soon 
appeared that the cheap lots 
along the creek were costing all 
they were worth to take careof 
them. 

This creek gave some trouble 
at times to the bridges. Inthe 
early days of our village, 1838 or 
39, the road supervisor, Jolin 
Marble, called out the road work 
to put in a bridge on Second 
street. It was made with round 
stringers long enough to reach 
across the creek. These were 
covered with poles (some of them 
may have been split) and these 
covered with straw and earth. 
One of the men sumimoned to 
work, was one of our prominent 
lawyers, S. Clinton Hastings, 
afterwards Judge Hastings. He 
appeared with a hatchet and 
Claimed he had complied with 
the law, as this was all the tool 
he had and all he could use. 
Hastings was quite a talker and 
considerably in the way, so it 
was suggested that he get a 
couple of gallons of whiskey in 
place of the two days road work 
he owed the road district. He 


got the whiskey and his road 
work was settled. 

This old pole bridge very 
frequently got out of repair, and 
the creek had to be forded near 
Third street. In 1840 a2 perma- 
nent improvement was under- 
taken in the way of putting in a 
stove gothic arch, six feet in the 
clear. This was built and some 
of the earth may have been put 
on it, but it washed away as soon 
as the water was turned through 
it. We had to use the old pole 
bridge for awhile longer. In 
the summer or autumnof 1842 the 
village put in two stone abut- 
ments, I think about 12 feet 
apart and some 12 feet high, the 
top was covered with stringers 
and floor. It did not last long. 
This bridge stood open before 
covering for quite a while. It 
was looked upon as a banter to 
the gymuasts, of whom we had 
quite a number, to jump across, 
but none of them attempted it. 
Oue day while the boys were 
jumping in front of Tiley Smal- 
ley’s blacksmith shop, within a 
hundred and fifty feet of the open 
bridge, old Michael Green walked 
down and jumped across, a hand 
spring without any run, likely 
12 feet. It astonished all who 
heard of it. 

At the end of two more years 
in 1844 we were in need of an- 
other bridge. Bub Cullen, and I 
think, Jack Reese, drove the 
piling and put in one with au 
opening 24 ft. wide, 16 feet high. 
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The old stone pile driver now 
lying in the court square was 
used for driving those piles. In 
the the summer of 1858 the grade 
of the street was raised at the 
bridge and a_ second story was 
put on, making the bridge some 
- Six or seven feet higher. About 
this time asystem of daming the 
creek at Front street had been 
adopted, it caused the bed of the 
creek to fill up some four or fiye 
sect accep. ) >"> ; 

At the noted flood of August 
11, 1851, this bridge went out. 
It then dawned on the citizens in 
general that our bridges were not 
large enough. William St. John 
and Henry Reese put in a pile 
bridge 36 feet wide, 18 feet high 
and 60 feet long upand down the 
stream. This stood with little 
repairs until November, 1872, 
when J. P. Walton rebuilt it an 
expense of about $1,000, paid by 
the county. At this time there 
was a lawor arule that no ap- 
propriation should be made by 
the county for a bridge jess than 
60 feet long. In order tu get the 
appropriation the bridge had to 
be measured up and down stream. 
This wooden bridge stood until 
the Mathewson arch bridge was 
put in some ten or twelve years 
ago. 

At an early day, way back in 
1842 or °43, an effort was made to 
put in a bridge on Front street 
by building up two wooden abut- 
ments and filling them with earth 
and putting stringers across 


with floor on the top. It did nox 
succeed. The dam with 
ford on top was used untii 


quite recently when the stone 
and iron bridge was_ built which 
was removed for the sewer. 

The first bridge of any note on 
Third street was erected in 1851 or 
52 with county funds under the 
supervision of Amos Lillibridge, 
the county commissioner, and 
Sherman Brooks, the road super- 
visor. It stood near where the 
present invisable stone arch is. ] 
think 1t was rebuilt twice before 
the arch was putin. The bridge 
which spanned thecreek at Fourth 
and Cedar streets was put in 
quite early, sometime between 
1857. and 1860. It had to be re- 
built once or twice before it was 
removed. At Fifthstreet we had 
a long foot bridge, put in about 


1870. The creek was fordable 
there. The road bridge was put 


in under the direction of Hon. G. 
W. Jones, while a member 
the city council. 

The citizens chipped inand got 
some oar stems and got them 
put across the creek on Cedar 
street near Seventh for a foot 
bridge, about 1870. In 1872 or 
73 a paper was circulated to get 
a bridge for wagon purposes put 
in, and some $250 was raised. 
The bridge was built and with 
the usual rebuilding and raising, 
it lasted until the sewer was put 
in. 

There was a wooden bridge at 
EKig hth street, I think built about 
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i855. It, like others, had to be 
rebuilt several times, but for 
years this was the only bridge 
that one could cross the creek on, 
yoing east cr west, back of Third 
street. 

Tnere was a high bridge on 
Linn street that cost the city a 
large amount of trouble, it had 
to be bebuilt quite frequently and 
was often unsafe. There was 
general rejoicing when this 
bridge was removed. 

The last bridge erected by the 
city was the most comical one. 
It wason Seventh street east of 
Sycamore; it was some 25 or 30 
feet high, was braced and re- 
braced from within and without, 


and by the time the earth was 


filled against it, it resembled 
a huge collapsed corn 


shock more than anything else I 
can compare it to. It certainly 
added more to the picturesque 
appearance of our enchanting 
little creek than any other im- 
provement it ever had, and 
Strange to say it appeared to 
have been of Spontaneous 
growth. His Honor, the mayor, 
Gus Schmidt, would not father it, 
neither would the city engineer, 
J.J. Ryan. When the big sew- 
er was completed it with all the 
other charms of Pappoose were 
buried in oblivion. 
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The Lost Creek. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail February 26, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 58. 


In our Jast, we told about the 
lost creek, old Pappoose creek. 
Although it was a very conserva- 
tive stream ordinarily it wasa 
terror when it ‘‘goton a high,” as 
it did once in a great while. The 
first noted flood occured on Aug. 
11, 1851, at which time a woman 
and her three children were 
drowned, and one house and sev- 
eral barns washed away. A 
quite extensive hardwood lumber 
yard, situated on Front street, 
above Sycamore, went down the 
river and but little was ever re- 
covered. This big rain was not 
confined to Muscatine, it extended 
up the river. 
day 


On the following 
this side of the river was 
covered with all sorts of floating 
debris which came from above. 
This creek caused the city and the 
citizens immediately conaected 
with it much trouble for the sixty 
years it was with us. 

One cold winter in the early 
fifties L. D. Palmer occupied a 


store room on Second street, just 
east of Sycamore, for a general 
store. I think G. Schmidt & Bro. 
occupy the building now. Par- 
mer took wheat in exchange for 
goods and stored it in the cellar. 
It wassupposed to be safe, but the 
water of the creek kept running 
and freezing until it had filled 
the creek with six or eight feet ot 
solid ice. Just at the breaking 
up of the winter, there came a 
big rain and raised the creek on 
top of the frozen ice quite high. 
It got into Parmer’s cellar and 
wet some 3,000 bushels of wheat. 
This was a serious loss as little 
could be done with it but to feed 
it to stock. Steamboats were not 
running aud we had no railroads 
here to carry the wheat to where 
it could be used. 

Along inthe fifties the city put 
in a wooden drain or sewer, some 
three feet square, from the ave- 
nue to the creek on Third street, 
expecting to care for the water of 
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the west branch of the creek by 


turning it through the sewer 
to Pappoose_ creek. During 


the first heavy rain it became 
choked, the water turned down 
the avenue and filled upall the 
cellars on the north side of Sec- 
ond street from the avenue to 
Sycamore street. Of course the 
city had to pay the damage. It 
was wonderful the amount of old 
boxes and barrels that were dam- 
aged. The damage did not stop 
here; the wooden sewer was re- 
paired and got choked a second 
time, and another lot of suits 
were commenced. The city paid 
oyer $60,000 for damages for the 
west branch before they got 
through, The troubie did not 
cease until the property holders 


along the avenue fixed their 
property so the water could not 
get in. 


On another occasion there came 
a heavy rain about day light; the 
water of the west branch choked 
up the sewer and flooded the 
avenue some two feet deep. A 
large portion of the water started 
down Second street, it overflowed 
the walks and filled a cellar un- 
der a store room next to John B. 
Dougherty’s. It broke the dtvis- 
ion wall between the two build- 
ings and they both fell down. 

When property along Second 
Street became more valuable the 
property owners began to crowd 
the creek onto Sycamore street. 
The city drove a rowof piling 


along the west side, Johnnie 


Hoehl drove some on the east side 
above Second steet, and put upa 
building. In 1876 the creek took 
a notion to clear itself out, it 
took off the rear part of Dr. G. 
W. Fulliam’s building and done 
the sdme with the Hoehl build- 
ing. Of course the city had a 
law suit with both of them, but 
strange to say,it did not come out 
second best in either of these 
cases. 

We nave bid good-by to the 
creek but have we bid good-by to 
the danger from future floods. 
We hope so, but have some mis- 
givings. ~We have a sewerat 
Kighth street that will carry 200 
feet. We have seen a great 
many more than 200 feet running 
in the creek at Eighth street. 
On the 20th day of August, 1878, 
a rain of 4.68inches fell making 
arnu of 500 feet of water. We 
have our doubts about 500 or 
even 400 feet of water being 
crowded into the 200 feet sewer. 
Well if it don’t vet in there we 
presume it will start for the river 
down the streets and low lots, 
but we will bid the old creek 
good-by for the present hoping 
we will not hearfrom it again. 

There are but two or three of 
the very early built houses stand- 
1ug along the channel of the old 


creek. ‘Ihe oldest one is the 
large square frame on the alley 
between JT ourth and Fifth 
streets west of walnut. It was 


built by old Mr. Grossman for nis 


dwelling house, in 1841 or °42. 
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Mr. Grossman and wife were 
prossmen in every sense of the 
word. They were not more than 
5 feet 8 inches in heignt but they 
would weigh 250 to 300 pounds, 
they were immensely strong. 
One day we noticed Mrs. Gross- 
man carrying a full barrel of 
flour on her head, ber husband 
was walking by her side and 
carrying her hat. Going down 
town we learned that some 
oue of the boys had offered her 
the barrel of flour if she would 
carry it home without dropping 
it, which she did. She must 
have had a full quarter of a mile 
to carry it. I never heard of her 


suffering any harm from dorny 
this. 

There 1s a brick house stand. 
ing on the north side of Thire 
Street, the third 


house from 


Cedar street, that was built there 


very early, likely in 1841 or °42, 


by Robert Tillard, a tazlor. 
He worked at his trade here 
until he moved over the 


river, near Illinois City, where 
be since died. The brick house 
on the west corner of the alley 
and Sycamore, between Second 
and Third streets, was built by 
Jos. Freeman early in the forties. 
I think that most of the very 
early built houses have disap- 
peared. 
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A Crockery House Since 1854. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail March 5, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton, 


No. 59. 


Over a year ago we started to 
write a brief history of our busi- 
ness men. We haveconfined our- 
selves mostly to those who have 
retired, We have found but few, 
if any, that have passed forty 
years uninterruptedly in the same 
business. The crockery business 
in our town merits our attention. 

In 1854 John H. Turner came 
here, bringing a stock of queens- 
ware and did a wholesale busi- 
ness. Situated as we.were here, 
on the bend in the river, without 
any railroads, a good business 
was done in selling to the coun- 
try stores. Turner lacked capital 
enough to carry the goods, the 
customers, and the grain or other 
Products used as money, and he 
had to sell out. 

In 1857 a thin faced, dark eyed 
Yankee came here, named George 
W. Dillaway. He had been born 
and raised under the shadow of 
the old North church of Boston, 
aud had acquired all the peculiar 


traits of a Yankee. He lived a 
near neighbor to Paul Revere, 
and was the eleventh child out of 
the dozen—a common family 
number in New England. He 
learned a mechanical trade, a 
ship carver. In his youngerdays 
he had lost his health, and 
crossed the ocean, visited the 
Czar of all Russia, and finally 
came west to look for that com- 
mon boon that most of us enjoy— 
good health. He concluded it 
could be found in our town, and 
in 1857 he bought out J. H. Tur- 
ner and has been in that business 
ever since. We can’t understand 


it, for the kind of goods he 
handles are more subject to 
breakage than any others we 


know of; still he has not broken 
up, but kept right along in the 
same breaking business for more 
than forty years and is still at it. 
Well there 1s no telling what a 
man from Boston can do, In1859 
his brother, Joseph, came here 
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and staid some ten years, he then 
went back to Boston. 

Among his present employes is 
W. R. Durkee, who has been with 
him thirty-four years; he has 
been most of the time ou the road, 
and is one of the oldest traveling 
men onthe road. Heisa good 
fellow and when he gets away 
from the Baptist influence in 
Muscatine he can enjoy as good 


a story as any other knight of, 


the grip. J. Fahey hasalso been 
on theioad for Mr. Dillaway for 
some eighteen or more years. 

Mr. Dillaway usually employs 
from twelve to fifteen persons 
about the premises. But the 
most untque character of the con- 
cern is Charlie Narvis; heap- 
pears to haye charge of the buy- 
ing and shipping, and a general 
supervision over every thing. He 
has been with Mr. Dillaway near 
a quarter of a ceatury; he went 
there when a small boy and one 
would suppose he knew nothing 
else, but such is not the fact, he 
1s well informed on almost any 
subject. An acquaintance of 
ours told us that Charley at one 
time took a Jay off for a weck or 
so and nearly went crazy before 
his vacation was over. 

Mr. Dillaway has adopted the 
old Yankee rule of letting the 
children work as soon as they are 
large enough to ‘‘pick up chips.” 
His wife, son and daughter-in- 
law are on hand when needed. 
If any one expects to beat any of 
them in a deal in the store they 


are liable to be mistaken, We 
never heard of anyone getting 


beat at Dillaway’s counters. 

Such men as G. W. Dillaway, 
are poor material to make com. 
mercial history. They don’ 
change enough. “fe is about tie 
only one of the kind in our city, 
We don’t recollect but one other 
man in business 
length of time. 

Mr. Dillaway served on the 
city council for, five years: In 
1876 aud 1877 he represented the 
Frst ward as alderman, and the 
three succeeding years of 1879, 
1880 and 1881 he filled the office 
of mayor. He has been a liberal 
contributor to the general wel- 
fare of the city. He has been a 
staunch member of the Baptist 
church and one of its most active 
workers. 

When Mr. Dillaway bought out 
Mr. Turner he was located on the 
south side of Second street west 
of Chestuut. 
place for a wholesale business. 
After he had been there a while 
Bill Stone, or some one else, told 
him the story of the ‘**Dutchman’s 
one per cent” and Yankee like he 
concluded to try 1t. so he added 
retailing. He was successful at 
it. He bought a fine stock of 
goods and sold them, but he was 
hampered two difficulties, 
one was the building did not suit 


for the same 


This was a goud 


with 


him, the other was the location 


did not suit. We don’t think 
there was much in the location, 
for Dillaway would do well 
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inany place. He did not think 
so, however, and he erected the 
present building, which is un- 
doubtedly the finest store build- 
ing in our city. There are sev- 
eral that are larger but uone so 
well built and finely fitted. In 
the new building he added silver 
ware and notions—dry goods, 


hardware and groceries were not 
included, although we noticed 
that lamps, oil and eggs by the 
bushel were among his goods. 

To thoroughly enjoy Dillaway’s 
store you want to go there when 
he has his Easter or Christmas 
goods on exhibition. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Doctors of our County and their Practice. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, March 12, 1898; written by 
|; P2 Walton: 


No. 


When we came here in the 
spring of 1838. we found but one 
physician, Dr. Eli 

He resided at Geneva, 
up the river from 

now Muscatine. 
He was rather tall and slim, a 
mative of Indiana, and 
came to. lowa, then "Black Hawk 
purchase."’ in 1835; he could read 
and write, and had studied medt- 
cine with some pioneer ductor in 


leading 
Reynolds. 
three miles 
Bloomington, 


likely 


60 

Indiana; he liked 
whiskey, although he rarely if 
ever got very drunk. He 
always had a good horse, his 
practice required it; he was kind 
hearted reliable, although 
he rarely accumulated enough to 
meet hts obligations, but he liked 
to have a spree, as he was pleased 
to call his frequent hilarities. 
He could be found at all the 
horse races or sporting 


to drink 


and 


other. 
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places. He represented the 
county in the early legislature of 
our state and got an act passed to 
move the county seat of this 
county from Bloomington to Ge- 
neva, but the bill was vetoed by 
Governor Dodge. Dr. Reynolds 
lived in a double round log cabin 
that stood on the bank of the 
river near the sulpher spring: 
south of the Hare school house; 
his famuly consisted of wife and 
one son, Loring, one of the 
smartest and most worthless boys 
or young men that we had ever 
seen. IJ don’t know whatever be- 
cameof him. Dr. Revnolds lost 
his wife and married a widow 
with a little girl; they raised the 
girland gave her the advantage 
of a good education. She is now 
one of the prominent ladies of our 
city. The doctor lived to an old 
age, having practiced medicine 
for fifty-six vears, which was not 
common among the physicians of 
those times. 

Dr. McKee was another promi- 
nent physician of the early times, 
he lived in Bloomington (now 
Muscatine) in a small cabin on 
the top of a hill since graded 
down on the northwest corner of 
Third and Chestuutstreets. He 
kept bach when he could not get 
board on credit or for doctoring. 
He was a young man and was 
educated in Philadelphia, from 
which city he started west with 
little or no money. He stopped at 
a house on the road to stay all 
night, itso happened they mis- 


took him for a preacher and in. 
vited him to preach for them, 
which he did and they took 
up a contribution for the preach- 
er; 1t proved to be quite a libera] 
one so he followed preaching ali 


the way out to Iowa. After he 
got here and hung out 


his ‘tshingle” as a doctor he quit 
preaching; he built his cabin on 
the brow of the hill,which proved 
to be a healthy place, hence he 
was not sick to any extent—that 
left him time to practice on 
others, which he did to their sor- 
row. ‘There was probably more 
stories told about Dr. McKee than 
any other doctor here, without it 
was Dr. Blaydes; they occasiona- 
liy practiced medicene in partner- 
ship. 

Dr. McKee believed ina practi- 
cal application of King James’ 
translation of the Lord’s prayer, 
‘*forgive us our dcbts as we for- 
give uur debtors.” He was com- 
pelled to forgive a great many 
that were in debt to him, so he 
concluded it would be the same 
with those he owed. He was 
mistaken on one occasion, he got 
his saddlebags packed and 
mounted his horse and started 
across the river on the ferry boat. 
He happened to owe the ferry 
man, Bub Cullen, a small] sum. 
Bub took a look at him and con- 
cluded that he was going to 
leave, so he asked him for his 
pay. The doctor declared he had 
not the money to pay with, but 
would pay on his return in a few 
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days. Bub would not be put off 
in that manner so he turned his 
boat back toward the lowa 
shore. McKee conciuded he had 
better pay and did so, and went 
his way to the east, turning up 
in Philadelphia where he was 
followed by one of his western 
creditors and vut in jail fora 
season. 

Dr. Blaydes was another pioneer 
doctor, he came from Kentucky 
and brought a beautiful young 
wife here with him. They lived 
inasmall building on the east 
side of Chestnut street north of 
Second street. I don’t think she 
lived more than a year after she 
came. ‘The doctor then married 
one of the Dibble girls and went 
tu live with the fainily on the 
top of the hill. The old house 
was removed some three vears 
ago. It stood on the corner of 
Fourth and Pine streets. Dr. 
Blaydes was engaged with T. M. 
Isett in the pork packing business 
for a while, he claimed to be au 
expert in making bacon for the 
‘southern market. I think he 
knew more about that than he 
did about doctoring. He drank 
his share of whiskey and fre- 
quently more; when he got 
hilarious ke would start home 
and would commence calling the 
roll. Ue would mix some of the 
most outlandish names with those 
of our citizens, and go through 
the streets and over the 
hill hallooing them as loud as he 
could, most of the people listen- 


ing to him could but lauch at his 
roll. 

There was a Dr. Coval at Sa- 
lem, now Fairport, who was one of 
the same kind of doctors: Idon’t 
know what became of him. 

Most of the diseases those early 
doctors had to treat were billious 
fevers and the ague. Their 
system of treatment was first a 
heroic dose of calomel to be fol- 
lowed with Epsom salts or oil, 
thena heroic treatment of quinine 
if the fever was not disposed to 
yield. Dover’s powders and 
bleeding was resorted to, exces- 
sive pain was allayed with a pill 
of opium. Morphine was not 1n 
use at that time. The doctors 
pulled- teeth as a‘ parton 
their practice, dentistry had not 
reached here as yet. In the year 
1838 there was but one turn-key 
for pulling teeth in the county, 
it belonged to Dr. Reynolds. 
During the winter of 1838-’39 we 


suffered all winter with the tooth- 
ache for the want of something 
to pullit with. The doctor had 
loaned his instruments and could 
not get them back. 

Doctoring in those early days 
was simply a ‘survival of the 
fittest’—if the patient was able 
to survive the treatment he got 
well. It mattered little what 
the disease was. 

In 1839 aud °40 a different class 
of doctors came here, such as Dr. 
B. S. Olds and Dr. Weed from 
the New England states, and Dr. 
George Reeder from Maryland, 
all educated men and men that 
were fitted for a higher social 
Station. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The First Settlers. 


Published in the Muscatine 


No. 


In the fall of 1835 James W. 
Casey and Thomas Burdett came 
here. They stopped at the Grind 
Stone Bluff, the name Muscatine 
was known by then. There was 
a trading house situated near the 
present railroad depot, owned by 
Col. George Davenport and super- 
intended by a Mr. Farnum. 

Under the old claim rulea man 
could measure off a half square of 
land, set his stakes, blaze his line 
and hold it other 
claimants. Davenport claimed a 
quarter of a mile each up 
and down the river anda half 
mile back from his house; the 
claim extended from Spruce 
street to Oak street and from the 
river to the north side of Highth 
street. James W. Casey touk the 
next half a mile south and built 
his cabin. Tne place was soon 
known by river men as Casey’s 
landing, 

Davenport sold out his claim 
to Col. John Vannatta, who com- 


against 


way 


Saturday Mail, March 19, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 
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menced to lay out a town to be 
called Bloomington. About the 
Same time Casey commenced to 
lay vut a town which he called 
Newburg. Thomas Burdett, who 
came here with Casey, tovk his 
claim in the bottom above the 
city where the elder Giesenhaus 
and John Berry now reside. The 
following year Samuel Gilbert 
came west and took his claim on 
the north of Burdett’s. Thomas 


Burdett married a sister of Mr. 
Samuel Gilbert’s. 
When we came here in June 


1838 there were three Burdetts— 
Thomas, Humphreys and Lewis— 
living along the road under the 
bluff above the town. The next 
farm belonged to W. H. Sams, a 
Crazy man; it was where the re- 
cent tile factory was located. 
Addison Reynolds had the next 
farm, then came the town of Ge- 
neva which had five or six houses 
and a steam saw-mill within its 
limits, the Walton family oc- 
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cupying the smallest beuse in 
the village, and keeping the post 
office. The census of the town 
would include Dr. Eli Reynolds, 
wife and son, Loring, and a 
boarder, Mr. Smith who was the 
engineer at the steam saw-inill; 
Harvey Gillett, wife and six or 
seven daughters; Addison Gillett 
aud wife; James Davis. the sher- 
iff of the county, and wife. 
Davis hada small building stand- 
ing near his dwelling that he had 
kept a store in, and all the stock 
that was left when we arrived was 
a part of a barrelof wine. It 
did not last a great while, forthe 
early settlers were quite thirsty 
at times—if whisky could not be 
had they would take wine. 

The first resident above Geneva 
was Samuel C. Comstock, the next 
was Chris. Burns. The latter 
claim was taken by some squatter 
and sold to a Mr. Newcome. who 
was the rightful owner, but Chris 
Burns was a kind of au outlaw 
who came along and found the 
claim in the possession of an easy 
going man witha large family 
by the name of Alonzo Standard. 
He was there to hold the claim 
for Newcome. Burns jumped a 
portion of the claim and putupa 
little cabin, and undertook to 
drive Standard by all 
means of persecution be could 
think of. On one occasion Burns 
took the stay-chains and clevises 
from his wagon and hid them 
under Standard’s house and went 
and got a and had 


away 


warrant 


Standard’s 
course 


house searched; of 
he found them. The 
neighbors came to Standard’s re- 
lief so far as they dared to, as 
Burns was a terror to all of them. 
My father beirg among the best 
educated ard oneof the most 
fearless of the number was se- 
lected to act as an attorney for 
Standard. He so managed the 
case that bis client was cleared. 
Burns then swore vengeance on 
my father, and swore he would 
thrash the life out of 
him. My father was a heavy set 
man, he weighed 200 pounds, and 
was always cool, having been 
schooled from childhood to never 
commence a fight or never to back 
out for fearof a fight. Burns 
was a little afraid to tackle him. 
Burns finally scared Standard 
away. Ithink Burns never got 
a title to the land. When it 
came into the market the neigh- 
bors did not stand by Burns as 
they did by many others. They 
allowed Newcome to bid against 
him, the result was the land was 
tun up beyond its value and for- 
feited. It was just at the close 
of the land sales and was not put 
up again at that sale. Before it 
was offered a second time Burns 
concluded to move to Missouri, 
where he was afterwards shot by 
some one he was 1mposing on. 
When we came here in 1838 
Mr. Barclow occupied a cabin 
which he probably built in the 
spring of 1836. 
he had a 


‘The history says 
child born in 1837. I 
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cannot say that it was the first 
birth in the county or not. This 
cabin is now standing on the 
south side of Dr. Weeds farm 
and has been occupied ever since 
it. was built 62 years ago. I 
think it is the oldest inhabited 
building in the county. Itis 
worth a trip for our sight seers 
to see soolda log cabin. it is 
situated 300 or 400 feet east of 
Park avenue church on the north 
side of Washington street. 

In going up the river we had 
to cross Mad creek where Ninth 
street bridge is now located. 
The Warfield brothers, Asbury 
O. and David R., had a saw-mill 
there. Here the roads forked, 
the one to the left led up through 
what is now known as Park 
Piace out by the Gilberts, Samuel 
and Hiram, and their father, 
Mordecai, there with their mother 
made the Gilbert settlement. 
Near flat iron point a man by the 
name of Harger lived; a mile or 
so north on the edge of a hickery 
grove Stephen Headly resided, his 
son, John, 1s yet living in our 


citv. To the east of Harger’s, 
on or near the farm now occupied 
by James Featherston, Robert 
Bamford lived, he had_ several 
children some of them yet living 
although I think none are here. 
The next place was the Sherfey 
farm; near that was the farms of 
Azel Farnsworth and Amos Lil- 
libridge, father of Chester Lilli- 
bridge and Mrs. Emma Mahin. 
To the south of the Sherfey farm 
between the two roads a family 
by the name of Combs lived. 
South of the Gilberts a Mr. Berk- 
shire lived with his son Mont- 
gomery; Montgomery was the 
father of John Berkshire.formerlv 
one of the managers of the Her- 
shey Lumber Co’s. biy saw mili. 
Berkshire had a 40 acre farm on 
which he managed to raise what 
corn he wanted. ‘de followed 
light coopering, making churns, 
well buckets, etc. His son, 
Mongomery, was a tailor by 
trade and had tu move to Bloom- 
ington, now Muscatine, to make 


a living. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Muscatine Sash & Door Company. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 2, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


Si Te ae 


No. 


It 1s said that small beginnings 
frequently assume large propor- 
tions. Such is the case with 
the Muscatine Sash & Door Co. 
Away back in 1851 Rev. R. W. H. 
Brent came to ourcity and opened 
a hardware store under the name 
of Brent & Miller. The firm 
disolved, Miller taking the goods 
and moved away. The directory 
of 1856 states that Rev. R. W. H. 
Brent lived on north side Seventh 
street, east of Cedar; he is put 
down as a farmer: he was well 
fitted for farming 
daughter and four boys, but un. 
fortunate for him, the boys did 
not like farming; they were in- 
dustrious but preferred to live in 
town and to school. These 
boys soon grew to be men and 
had to look out for themselves. 
Rev. Breut moved to a farm on 
the Island. Iu 1866 he had sold 
his farm and built a houseon the 
southeast side of Fourth street, 
west side of Linn. Two of his 


having a 


oC 
S 9 


62. 


sons, Theodore and William, lived 
with him. 

In>1876 “Kev, RK. Ws Hebrent 
was ino the insurance  busi- 
ness, but his sons, Edward, Wil- 
liam, Theodvre and _ Richard, 
were ail connected with the Brent 
Manufacturing Co. In 1879 we 
find that William had left the 
company aud gone on the road 
for G. W. Dillaway, and that 
Richard was president of the 
company and lived in South Mus- 
catine. In 1883 the Rev. Brent 
and all his sons were engaged in 
the manufacturing business, they 
advertised as ‘‘manufacturing 
packing boxes, etc., with planing 
mill.” Up to this time they 
seem to have run without calling 
in any additional capital. They 
first started to manufacture win- 
dow shades; they were made of 
small pine wuvod sticks about an 
eighth of an inch in diameter, 
woveu together like a Rush car- 
pet colored 


or mat, and were 
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The shades were 
hung and rolled up from the bot- 


to suit orders. 


tom. The Brents added wash- 
boards, using the trimmings 


from the saw mills for lumber. 
They also made door screens 
and various other things, one in 
particular which they calleda 
‘jumping rabbit.” I have been 
informed that they made as high 
as 60,000 screen doors ina season. 
Thev had a grocery store in con- 
nection with the factory, run by 
Edward Brent, that contained 
quite a stock of goods. 

There was one thing verg re- 
markable about this factory, it 
burned down, or partly bu:ned 
down, at least three times, with 
little or no insurance, and was 
rebuilt larger with doubie the 
Capacity every time. It is prob- 
able that assistance was given 
them from sympathising friends. 

In 1885 a company was organ- 


ized witha capital of $90,000° 
and outside stock was. taken. 
William Hoffman represented 


some $12,000 or $15,000 worth, 
and A. F. Demorest had some 
stock and served as secrctary in 
1885 and °86.. It was run under 
the name of the Muscatine Manu- 
facturing Company, with five of 
the Brents connected with it. 
Richard Musser, Charles R. Fox 
and S. B. Cook were among the 
number of stockholders. The 
factory was improved and sash, 
doors and blinds were added to its 
products 

In June 1889, the present com- 


pany was organized, some of the 


old stocholders selling out their 
interest and withdrawing, and 


others coming in. The present 
president, Wm. L. Roach, 
was in business in Kansas City 
was induced to sell out there and 
take stock here in the present 
Muscatine Sash end Door Co. 

The present officers are: Wm. 
L. Roach, president; C. R. Fox, 
vice president; S. B. Cook, treas- 
urer, and Clifford R. Musser, sec- 
retaly. Among the other stock- 
holders are P. M. Musser, A. A. 
Marx Block and _ the 
estate of Richard Musser. Dur- 
inv the last season they haveem- 
ployed from 180 to 200 men. In 
brisk times their pay roll included 
250. Ot the working force about 
the mill we find D. B. McKenzie 
superintendent; A. A. Bowers, 
superintendent sash and doors: 
Joseph Fuller, enyineer, and John 
Reay, shipping clerk. Mr. Reay 
has beenempluyed in the factorv 
for thirteen years. 

The capital stock of the pres- 
ent company 1s $200,000. One of 
the first things after the new 
company took control was to en- 
large the plant. <A brick smoke 
stack was erected and a new boil- 
er and engine house was put up. 
New boilers and engines were 
put in, and in fact new machinery 
all the way through the factory. 
There is hardly a piece of the old 
machinery left. There has been 
three or four large two-story 
brick buildings erected, and the 
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plant occupias some fourteen 
ordinary city lots, which are all 
covered with buildings and lum- 
ber piles. An inventory of the 
different plants in the northwest 


along and near the river was re-° 


cently made with a view of form- 
ing a trust, the Muscatine Sash 
& Door Co. was found to be 
of thebest equipped, there was 
uone better. 

They have connected their 
force pump with the main water 
pipe that connects the Hershey 
mill, the Muscatine Sash & Door 
Co., the Musser and the Kaiser 
mills. The union of the four 
make a fine fire protection. They 
have an excellent fire company of 
some thirty men ready to turn 
out on short notice. 

Thev have a branch house at 
Kansas City known as the Roach 


one 


& Musser Co. that is doing a 
large business for these dull 


limes. 

The sash and door manufac- 
urers of the Northwest were well 
organized at one time. They 
got out a price list that set big 
prices oo their goods; they met 
tegularly and fixed the discount 
to be made to the dealers. The 
dealer haa the price list to show 
the customer what the goods 
were rated at, and had no trou- 
ble in getting a good price. When 


the recent hard times came on 
the demand slacked up so much 
that the mills did not have near 
enough to keep them employed. 
One manufacturer would cut a 
little; so would another, to get 
the orders. To keep their mills 
running, they would cut down on 
their labor to make up on the 
loss. As soou as one cut on the 
prices another had to or do no 
work. In places where there 
was no labor organizations they 
could do that. 

We are told that during 
theviyearn-) 1897", there. was) ia 
fair amount cf sash and doors 
sold by the retailer at fair prices. 
But for the want of the former 
organization of the manufactur- 
ers many of them made little or 
no money. It any has been 
made it was by those who 
employ men at low wages. 
Such conditions are not uncom- 
mon in ouriand. They are sure 
to be corrected by the great law 
of supply and demand. 

While Muscatine 
door companies have slacked up 
during the past three or four 
years they are now running up 
to the nermal!l condition for this 
season of the year, but it has re- 
quired close figuring, low prices, 
and the untiring efforts of its 
managers. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Early Cemeteries. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, March 9, 1898; written by 
y. bs Walton; 


NG. Os. 


In article No 61 we stated that 
Col. John Vannatta took the first 
claim of a half a mile square, and 
that James W. Casey took the 
one to the southwest of halfa 
mile aud Charles H. Fish the one 
to the northeast of a half«fa 
mile. Mr. Casey was really the 
first settler of the lot; he came 
here in the fall of 1835, he lived 
about one year, died and was 
buried near where the Third 
ward school house now stands. 
The grave was on Charles Fish’s 
claim. When Fish plotted his 
town, Or Jaid out an addition to 
the town, he marked three lots 


on the plot jor a cemetery. This 
ground was used for a burial 


place until the city laid our the 
eastern part of the preseat cem- 
etery In burying in this old 
burial place not much regularity 
was preserved, the graves were 
dug where the friends thought 
proper, there was no one to take 


charge fof anything, and they 


were not confined to the proper 
lots, but extended along the top 
of the hill clear to Eighth street. 
If a grave was marked at all it 
was with a stake. I don’t think 
any monuments or stones of any 
kind were placed on the graves 
or any record kept of the inter- 
ments. I presume that fifty per- 
sons were buried there. 

On the 18th of August, 1837, 
the steamer Dubuque exploded 
her boilers some seven 
down the river, killing 22 per- 
sons. Seventeen of these were 
buried in one grave where the 
Third ward school house now 
stands, the grave was_ tenced 
with a picket fence and some one 
planted a tree in the inclosure 
or nearit. After the establish- 
ment of the new or present ceme- 


miles 


tery manv of the remains were re- 
muoved from the old burial 

When old No. 1 school house 
was built in 1849 and ’50, it was 
set on top of the graves, on the 


place. 


rus oan eye a pe heuee coe 
} eT ny i ee) ae 
yey. aise ND a pote roped pe 'dy Hey 
Cac ang 8 ee ee 
| La , a mC enaee meer i Dee 
iv * } oo nts SIRS iad nee one ‘A ee vy 
i - ' Po Shy tS Seana Cine cn rent ier 


saahies9ino9 hea od a, ee 


——- 


el cre 


oo ¢ 


mete indeed ee 


yh vad O Bylo Woielf ticlt Lo pele ame a wi bole: doy #2 


none W ot 


et ed ee 


88 
__ Isqorg aad oP ipeatioe’ fon 197 
qut od) yuole Rebtisize god ,ztol 
ote day oF weolo Ifid orl? to 
tiiless bem 280 sedty x 1 
tnd nob be ledate 2 leiw eow 
708 10 eonetane eTedwunom (oe 
vevnyg set ne baselq aw bord 
‘9ini sit Vo ted ohioosT 19s 10 
oq U2 Wa) omieorqg d= eins 
190? bean sis enw04 

Vee! paugek Yo M81 a2 00 
bybolqus syphdeG veenete ait 
‘im oover “twee Bieiied tol 
144 SS gall owe eds nwot 
wow wot Ww weds ence 
ot) sisdw ovary sto mt boitud 
wert seme baoitSey. Rape, ‘buat 
busaot esa ovhry. wee pele ibe 
st ottoe baw qoutt Ioiiq: 6 tihiw 
Novotna sit wt sot & Gongig 
Heildsies HY WRLA isos 10 
“29S Ino-o1g Tj wan ot ty dove 
“ar O19 ani Beno aAD Terie +79) 
soaly lentid Diovdt aot Dever 

veuod foodoal all Ble. nad 
dow dt 02 Dew PpaL at tise waw 


<a 


od OW oR spebien oe arte ed cua 


OF ia a 


as ci Ay as 
Pen ie. + oe ight’ 
oN: ? ’ «e lg =f a). i ehe, 1 


isd) boisie ow PO OM oloiits nk” 

inf ont doot elikanaV natlol Uod™- 
bos »isupe site # Tad # to mista 
99 doo? SM eottinl sede 
s tte Jo teswymee off 6F ono ~ 

ono oft desh Eevee bes sliat 

shi lisd 6 to teselson od¥ of 

od} qilsor aew ysee 2M olin 

om sd pol 698 Io flies tel 

bovil od) ,2E8P Yo Melod? ai s19d 

esw bos beib »eot ono twos. 

iid od? o1edw eon boitd - 
bose ott senod toorsa brew 

odeiT voled) go asw svery odT 

an bettolq’ dev mad .misia 

of noitipbs #9 tne biel 1 aiwot 
edolvsovtls : par hema ony 

aba esi lang Jceicins 4 
fenud « wd) a 

odtsuu bial ye) sd? lane 

“igo Tuas oa men 
blo eid? int 

Uinslyeye 
2194 29¥eTy 
Seder 
ois! of om0- 


o° 4 need. jis 


mek rae 


top of those that had not been 
removed during the six years the 
lots had not been used as a ceme- 
tery. The old house covered 
the seventeen as no one had dis- 
turbed them. In 1868 the school 
house burned down and was re- 
placed with another in 1869-70. 
At that time some twelve feet of 
of earth was graded from tbe top 
the school lot on the hill; this of 
course removed all the remains 
left, which taken to the 
cemetery,and interred. 

During the early days there 
were several persons who declined 
to bury their dead in the com- 
mon grounds. The first, I think, 
was Mathew Matthews, who was 
buried on Trinity church lot, 
When the principal part of the 
present church was built in 1854, 
his remains were taken to the 
city cemetery. On the corner of 
Sixth and Mulberry, where the 
U. B. church now stands, the 
Van Antwerp family had two 
children buried; they were <e- 
moved. On the lot at the south- 
east cornet of Cedar and Second 
Streets Dr. and Mrs. Fitch had 
one or two children buried, after 
the death of the doctor they were 
removed to the cemetery. 

In the country outside of the 
city the custom of having private 
burial places on the farm in some 


were 


secluded spot was quite common, 
I think 1t was quite likely a relic 
of the o!d Virginia custom that 
had followed their descendants 
to Iowa. Tor instance, the oldest 


Burdett boy’ married the oldest 
Gilbert girl and the families were 
on the best of terms: they had 
both come from thesame place in 
Kentucky and at about the same 
time, nevertheless they both had 
burial grounds. The Burdette 
ground was on a beautiful round 
knoll sume three hundred feet to 
the north of the house where 
John W. Berry now lives, a mile 
or soeastof thecity. This knoll 
is in fair sight of the road. There 
my father was buried in 1841, 
There are probably twenty graves 
in that knoll. The Gilbert burial 
ground is near the south side sor 
the old Gilbert farm. 

On top of the hill on the old 
Sams farm west of where the re- 
cent tile and paving brick factory 
stood, are the graves of two men 
who were victims of the Dubuque 
explosion; tney were acquaint- 
ances of Mr. Sams and he had 
them buried there. 

Some two or three hundred 
yards no-th and east of the Hare 
school house, the burial 
place for the town of Geneva. 
The first two persons buried there 
were two gentlemen from Con- 
necticut or New York, 
Mr. Sarvey Gilbert. 
come here with a view of pur- 
chasing land but sickened and 
died as many others did in 1837 
I think two or three of the Combs 
family were buried there. 

Along the river there was quite 
a number of graves. When a 
died on a steamboat, they 
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usually left the body at some 
town and got some one to attend 
to burying 1t. When the cholera 
broke out they were not allowed 
to do that, so the carpenter of the 
boat would nail up a box (boats 
carried lumber for that purpose) 
and the boat would land more 
frequently along Muscatine is- 
land and dig a shallow grave and 
bury the body, After the first 
scare gcta little over the boat- 
men frequently could get Seiler, 
the city sexton, to have the box 
taken out to the cemetery where 
it was buried and the man’s 
friends notified. Ou one occasion 
a couple of strangers came along 
and get Seiler to exhume the body 
which they could identify and 
took from it a belt containing 
$2500 in gold. It was a common 
way of carrying money ina belt 
around the body at that time. 
The boatmen had such a dislike 
to handle a cholera subject that 
they put the body in the box 
without any examination other 


than his pockets. 

Previous to 1852 the Catholics 
had used our city cemetery for a 
burial place. At that time an ef. 
fort was made by their priest, 
Rev. Fatber Laurant and the 
leading members, to secure a 
place of their own. An option 
was secured on four acres in the 
forks of the roads, opposite Mr. 
Sinuett’s residence, for $25 per 
acre. The owner of the land 
backed out. Au acre or so was 
then secured out on the north side 
of the Iowa City road some two 
miles out of the city, at $50 per 
acre, and was used for burial pur- 
poses until 1876 when the present 
Catholic cemetery was started. 

Early in the seventies the He- 
brews concluded to have a burial 
place of their own and secured a 
small tract of ground to the south 
and adjoining the city ceme- 
tery. Previous to this time they 
had buried elsewhere not 
our cemetery. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Musser Lumber Company. _ lcm 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 16, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


In the old Mahin directors, the 
first one published in Muscatine 
in the year 1856, Richard and 
Peter Musser are put down as 
“lumber merchants (Hoch & M.) 
249 Second street; board at the 
Clover house.” Hoch & Musser’s 
yard was on the east corner of 
Second and Walnut streets. The 
Clover house, where they boarded, 
is now the Kemble house, on the 
opposite or west corner of Second 
and Waluut street. 

The two Musser brothers, Rich- 
ardand Peter, had. followed the 
tanning business in Schuylkill 
county, Pennsylvania, some six 
years, but like many of the 
younger men of the old Keystoue 
State they concluded to go west, 
and in 1854 they came to lowa 
City, and spent a year there. In 
1855 they tormed a three years 
partnership with -Mr. Edward 
Hoch here in Muscatine, and car- 
ried on the business together. 
They of course furnishing the 


64. 


money and Hoch the experience. 
Hoch had been in the lumber 
business some five or six years, 
being a stirring man he was well 
known as a lumber man. He 
resided on the south side of 
Fourth street, east of Linn, where 
Robert Thompson now lives. 

How the Mussers came to be 
boarding at the Clover house I 
cannot say, they were both mar- 
ried men and had been here neara 
year. Mr. Peter Musser explains 
it iu this way: During the year 
they lived in lowa City before 
coming to Muscatine they bought 
a double house and when they 
came here they left their families 
there. They took turnsor changed 
off every two weeks in staying in 
Muscatine, so both boarded at 
the Clover house, but only one at 
a time. Richard Musser soon 
built himself a small house on 
Front street east of Mulberry. 

In 1856 the firm established a 
branch yard in lowa City. Peter 
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Musser took charge ot this 
branch until 1864. In 1858 the 
firm dissolved by limitation, Mr. 
Hoch retiring. The title of the 
new firm was R. Musser & Co. 
Tn 1850 another Penusylvanian, 
a native of Berks county, by the 
name of Charles R. Fox, came 
and went to work in the lumber 
yard at lowa City, where he re- 
mained as a clerk or salesman 
until 1864, when he came to Mus- 
catine. When Charlie Fox com- 
menched to ‘*shove lumber” he 
was only 20 years old; he has 
Staid right along with the lum- 
ber firm for almost 40 years. We 
don’t know of his taking a va- 
cation of more than four weeks 
in the entire time. 

In 1863 a nephew of the two 
elder Mussers, by the name of 
Peter M. Musser, came here and 
went to work in the lumber yard. 
Peter M. was guitea dasher for a 
Musser; he bought a fine horse, 
took extra care of him and tried 
to make a ‘‘goer” of him but the 
horse was not that kind. There 
were several ‘'pluss’’ on the 
street that would go by him so 
Peter M. had to give it upon the 
fast horse business. He staid in 
Muscatine about a year and then 
went Jowa City where he bought 
an interest 1n the firm of Kk. Mus- 
ser & Co., and took charge of 
that yard, his uncle, Peter Mus- 
ser, gcing to California. Peter 
M. Musser managed the Jowa 
City yard until 1873, when he 
formed a partnership with J. W. 


Porter and purchased the interes: 
of the other Mussers, and con. 
tinued in business with Mr. Pur. 
ter until 1881, when he sold out 
to Porter. 

In 1870 the lumber firmof Mus. 
ser & Co. was organized, consist- 
ing of Richard Musser, Peter 
Musser, Peter M. Musser, Chas. 
R. Fox and John Musser, 
Pennsylvania, father of Peter M. 
Musser. The company 
formed for the purpose of build- 
ing their present saw mill. which 
was completed in 1871, and com- 
menced sawing lumber. In 1873 
Richard Musser sold his interest 
in the business to P. M. Musser. 
The firm was then known 
P M. Musser & Co. Three years 
later Richard Musser renewed his 
connection with the company and 
the firm name was again Musser 
& Co. In 1877 the company re- 
built the mill and enlarged it to 
near double its capacity. We 
recollect taking the old iron 
chimney down and having it 
spliced out to nearly 100 fect 
high, and putting if up again. 
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In 1881 the business had in- 
creased to such an extent both 
in the mill and lumber interest 


that it became necessary to in- 
corporate under the name of 
Musser Lumber Co. Their mull 
was again enlarged, the old iron 
smoke stack taken down and the 
present brick chimney put up. 
In 1882 they put up a pianing 
mill and moved the planing ma- 
chinery from the sawmill. At 
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this planing mill they built a 
tall brick chimney on a large 
stone foundation. In order to 
get the chimney where they 
wanted it they put it on the cor- 
ner of the stone foundation. The 
result was it soon began to settle 
unevenly and the chimney soon 
yot some turee feet out of plumb, 
it looked like the ‘‘leaning tower 


of Pisa.” Of course we were 
called on to straighten it up, 


which we did with good success. 

When the mill was first built 
its capacity was about 11,000,000 
feet annually; after its improve. 
ments and enlargements it could 
cut 50,000,000 feet. ‘The mill 
stands on the upper end of Mus- 
catine Island where the ground 
originally overflowed fully four 
feet deep, it was protected 
bya levee. In the spring of 1870 
a break occurred where the mill 
now stands; it was filled up aud 
the mill built over the break. 
There was nut more than two or 
three houses within a half mile 
of the mill atthat time. Now 
the land is laid out in city lots 
and is quite settled all 
around laryely by mill operators 
or hands working in the mills. 
This low ground has been largely 
filled by offal from the mill. It 
become so expensive to get this 
offal hauled away from the mill 
that a consumer built at 
cost of $7,000, to burn it 10, 
which paid for itse!f in two years, 
This consumer a high tron 
cylinder or cone, lined with fire- 


well 


was 


is 


brick. The spare saw dust, bark 
and planing mill shavings are 
conveyed or blown into it and 
burned with a fire that does not 
go out from spring to fail. This 
consumer is often called Musser’s 
hades. 

The Mussers in the start put in 
a system of water works with 
mains and hydrants, reaching all 
over their thirty-five acres of 
ground. Later they have con- 
nected their mains with the 
Katser mill water mains on the 
south, and on the north with the 
Muscatine Sash and Door Co., 
and the Hershey saw mill water 
mains. The four mtils each be- 
ing well equipped with pumps, 
makes the best system of fire pro- 
tection in the city. 

The Mussers were the first to 
introduce the electric light in 
placeof the old head-light used 
when working during the short 
days inthe autumu. They have 
their yards and mill well supplied 
with 'tDutch clocks” for the bene- 
fit of their watchmen. Their 
yard is well supplied with rauil- 
road tracks and overhead truck- 
ways for hauling out lumber. 
They have no dry house, they 
believe in carrying a larger stock 
of lumber and drying it by air. 
Muscatine Island superior 
place for drying. They saw 
nothing but pine lumber from 
logs cut in the northern pineries. 

The 
the Chippewa Logging & Boom 
Co ,aud in the Mississippi River 


is. 2 


Mussers are interested iu 
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Logging Co. They were among 
its incorporators and are heavy 
stockholders, hence their ability 
to secure logs when the outside 
mills are short. The logs are 
towed down the river from booms 
atthe mouth of Chippewa river 
by steam tow boats. The Mus- 
sers for several vears owned their 
owti boats. Recently they have 
sold to Capt. S. R. Van Zant and 
and he does the towing for them. 

When the Mussers first started 
in the lumber business with Mr. 
Hoch the amount of money 
handled 1n a _ year for the pur- 
chase of lumber, for work and ex- 
penses amounted to some $100,- 
000. The present annual busi- 
ness of the company amounts to 
over $750,000. 

When Hoch & Musser first 
started tae lumber was sawed 1n 


- 


the pineries and floated down}: 
rafts on the river. Lumber sok 
at from seven to nine dollars ; 
thousaud feet; it was all sawed 
plump one inch thick and wa, 
usually warranted one-third clear, 
one-third second clear and the re- 
mainder was common with little 
sheathing. The retail orice for 
clear was from §20 to $25 per M, 
with common about $10 to $15. 

The Mussers saw it was a good 
business aud keptatit. Members 
of the company are interested in 
Pine Tree Lumber Co. at Little 
Falls, Minn.; that mill has a ca- 
pacity of 92,000,000 per year. 

They are also interested in the 
Musser Sundry Land Logging 
& Manuracturing Co. This com- 
pany is large owners of pine tim- 
ber lands. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Musser Lumber Company. won 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 23, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


The two elder Mussers, Richard 
and Peter, were born in Adams- 
town, Lancaster county, Penusyl- 
vania, on November 15, 1819, and 
on February 22, 1825. Before 
coming to Muscatine they were 


both engaged in the tanning 
business. Tanning under the old 
style was quite slow when it 


took a year to tan a side of leath- 
er—-nevertheless some noted men 
have been tanners. In 1854 they 
sold out and came west locating 
in Iowa City, as we stated before. 
They went into the land busiuess, 
bought goverment land at $1.25 
and soon sold at it at $2.50. For 
some reason this business did not 
hold out and they were looking 
for something else when the lum- 
ber business showed an opening. 
In 1855 they came to Muscatine 
aud for a year or more boarded at 
the Clover house. 

Richard Musser having lost his 
first wife some five years previous. 
About the time he became per- 


65. 


mauetly located in Muscatine, he 
journed back to his former home 
in Pine Grove, Pa., where he 
married Miss Sarah Borger, in 
March, 1855. He died in Musca- 
tine October —, 1897. “is wid- 
ow, son William of Iowa City, 
and daughters Mrs. Sue Zimmer- 
man, Mrs. Kate Huttig (wife of 
Col. H. W. Huttig) and Misses 
Grace and Gertie Musser survive. 
Two sons and twodaughters died 
in childhood. Mr. Musser was a 
kind and indulgent parent; hav- 
ing but a common school educa- 
tion, he was remarkably well in- 
formed and of a 
character; 


very marked 
pleasant, he 
could say ‘‘no” without giving 
Iu 
his social standing he was very 
We recollect helping 
to get him to run for mayor as a 
republican candidate. He 
elected by a handsome majority 


always 
offense to the most sensitive. 
popular. 
was 


when the democrats had a strong 


ascendancy. Sometime in the 
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sixties he secured the Musser 
mansion ou the corner of Third 
and Locust streets, where the 
family now reside. The son, 
William Musser, is in the lumber 
business at Iowa City, occupying 
the same yard that his father 
helped to start in 1856. 

As we stated before, the owners 
of the Musser Lumber Co. were 
Richard Musser, Peter Musser, 
Peter M. Musser, Charles R. Fox 
and John Musser, of Pennsyl- 
vania, and in order to perfect 
their system each one had his 
part alloted. Richard Musser 
attended to the rafts and getting 
the logs into the mill. Peter 
Musser traveled in the pineries 
and had the supervision of the 
machinery and the mill, when at 
home. Peter M. Musser managed 
the cash and office department, 
while Charles R. Fox attended to 
the lumber as it came from the 
mill until it was shipped on the 
cars. Each one invariably at- 
tended to his department and did 
not interfere with the others. 
Since the death of Richard Mus- 
ser the log department has been 
managed by the log menof the 
mill, 

Richard Musser could be called 
a public man, he served two years 
as mayor and two cr more years 
as alderman; was on_ the school 
board for three or more years. 
Wheo any public enterprise was 
started such as building the Mus- 


catine Western railroad, the 
bridge, or the water works he 


is 
contributed his share. By his 
death Muscatine lost one of it, 
best citizens. 

Peter Musser came here in 1885, 
staid a year or so then went ty 
Iowa City and took charge of the 
branch lumber yard there; in 
1864 he went to California; he 
liked the outlook so well that he 
retured the same season, organ- 
ized a mining company and went 
again with his wite and child tn 
1865 by way of Panama. In 1869 
he returned to Muscatine and in 
1870 he joined with his brother 
Rickard Musser and Chas. R. 
Fox and organized the firm of 
Musser & Co.; Peter Musser was 
chosen president and yet remains 
inthat position. While in Califor- 
nia he secured the Eagle gold 
mine and worked it to the extent 
of his ability, but it not paying 
to the satisfaction of the stock- 
holders of the company, he was 
compelled to close down the mine 
and finally bought the other 
stockholders out. He had faith 
in the mine and made several 
efforts to sell it, finally ir 1895, 
arter’ 26 
gave an option onthe minetoa 
company who developed it. They 
kept the mine and it is now pay- 
ing untold 


years of waiting, he 


amounts of gold 
Mr. Musser’s cption was large 
enough to pay him for his trouble 
and expense, but nothing to what 
it would have done if he had de- 
veloped it himself. Our intimate 
acquaintance with Mr. Musser 
commenced in the autum of 1870. 
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He had recently returned from 
California and had a very fine col- 
lection of minerals. He and his 
wife were amvng the first mem- 
bers of the old Scientific Club, 
which afterwards became the 
Academy of Science. ‘The sec- 
ond meetings was held at their 
house. For years they were 
leading factors in the club and 
academy. : | 

Mr. Peter Musser never allowed 
his name to appear asa candidate 
for a public office, but. like his 
brother, when anything was 
wanted for the public good, such 
as taking horsecar stock, or butid- 
churches he responded with more 
than his share. His connection 
with the log department neces- 
sarily made a traveler of him: he 
traveled all over the northern 
pineries, locating timber land and 
made several trips to California, 
Oregon and Washington, and a 
trip to Alaska but not to the 
Klondike, he had fun enough 


of that kind in Californta. 
During the summer and autum 


of 1897 he and his daughter, 
Laura, traveled over Europe, and 
came home and enriched our city 
with same of the finest paintings 
extant. Peter Musser’s family 
in Muscatine consisted of a wile 
who recently died, a son and two 
daughters. The son, Drew Mus- 
ser, is the successful treasurer of 
the Pine ‘Tree Lumber Co., of 
Little Falls. Minn.; the oldest 


daughter, Anna, married Chas. 
H. Huttig, of St. Louts; the 


youngest daughter, Laura, is at 
home with her father. 

Charles R. Fox, one of tne old- 
er members ot the Musser Lum- 
ber Co., was born 1n Berks coun- 
tv, Pa... November 26, 1839. He 
commenced working at the lum- 
ber business with the Mussers in 
1859; he is one of a few men who 
commenced asa hired hand with- 
out any capital and becamea 
prominent member of a great 
company, but Charley has done 
it. He has stuck tight to his 
work, and has hardly been absent 
a month in ten years. We used 
think that Charlie had the 
idea that the old mill would stop 
or the concern become bankrupt 
if he did uot stay there. One 
might suppose that the expense 
had something to do with 
Charlie’s want of vacations, 
many have thought he could not 
afford the time, but Charlie is 
not stingy, on the contrary what 
he wants he is willing to pay well 
for. Heisseen but little on the 
Streets and usually attends church 
about once a year then he makes 
a liberal contribution. He 
leaves the church going to his 
family. Perhaps we have taken 
too much liberty with Charlie’s 
peculiarities; we are quite inti- 
mate with him and will vouch 
for his being a first rate man. 
He is a little gregarious, he likes 


to 


to spend his evenings with a few 
chums in a private club room 
where nothing hilarious is en- 


dulged in. Mr. Fox was married 
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to Miss Sarah EK Eckel, of this 
city, on February 4, 1872. They 
have had stx children, four boys 
and two daughters. Charlie 
joined the Masons in 1867 and is 
a member of the Chapter and 
Commandery; having been master 
of Hawkeye Lodge and com- 


mander of DeMolay Commander; 
No. 1, and has: devoted much <: 
his spare time—that is evenings— 
to masonic work. Well, we think 
that in the thirty-nine years «J! 
continuous work Charlie Fox has 
earned.a rest, 1f one can be had 
for him away from a lumber pile, 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Musser Lumber Company. 


Concluded. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail April 30, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


John Musser, of Pennsylvania, 
one of the stockholders in the 
Musser Lumber Co., was but lit- 
tle kuown here. He wasa broth- 
er of Richard and Peter Musser 
and the father of Peter M. Mus- 
ser. He appears to have been a 
man of cousiderable means and 
invested some of it in this city 
tor his son and brothers to look 
after. He has recently died. 
Peter M. Musser. hisson, was the 
youngest member of the firm; he 


66 
was born in Lancaster county, 
Pa,, April 1841. In March 
1863, he came to Muscatine, staid 
about a year workiry for the firm, 
and then went to Iowa City and 
bought an iaterest in the R. Mus- 
ser & Co’s. two yards, one in Iowa 
City the other in Muscatine. In 
1864 he took charge of the Iowa 
City yard; in 1870 he came to 
Muscatine ard has since remained 
here. 

While at Iowa City Peter M. 
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Musser became captive to a smatl 
Yankee girl by the name of Miss 


Elizabeth Hutchinson, a de- 
scendent of the Hutchinson 
jamily that governed Mas- 
sachusetts in Colonial days. 


They have lost several children, 
the only remaining one, Cliff R. 
Musser, connected with the 
Muscatine Sasb and Door Co. 
During P. M. Musser’s stay at 
Iowa City he formed a partner- 
ship with John W. Porter, who 
was a prince of guod fellows, and 
one that liked to enivy himself as 
much as Peter M.did. In 1876 they 
and their wives went to the Cen- 
tennial at Philadelphia and were 
gone some four weeks. Before 
Starting thev drew $1,000 from 
the bank and at the endof the 
trip they divided the cash re- 
maining, which was less than 
$2; there was no account kept of 
that money, they calculated that 
the fun paid for that thousand 
dollars. 
Peter 
have 


is 


M. Musser appears to 
accumulated more money 
than was needed in the lumber 
business, so he went in with S. 
B. Cook and Uenry Funck in the 
banking house of Cvok, Musser 
& Co., now a State bank. He, 
with S. B. Cook and perhaps 
others, invested in a J’exas cattle 
ranch, which now appears to have 
been a good investment. sut 
when the What Cheer coal mine 
excitement was on he put $40,000 
in the coal mining tiuterest and 
took nothing out. He was not 


always so unfortunate in outside 
investments. He has been known 
tobe a stockholder in the Huttig 
Bro’s. Manufacturing Co. Iwas 
recently toid how he came to in- 
vest. ‘The company had a -fore- 
man that had an eye for business 
and possibly knew J. W. Porter, 
of Iowa City, Musser’s former 
partner, and wrote him to come 
to Muscatine and start a factory, 
telling him the profit that was in 
it, etc., etc. In place of coming 
down to look it up Porter sent 
the letter to’ Peter M. Musser, 
who at once concluded he wanted 
stock in the Huttig company; so 
he took the letter and a check for 
$10,000 and went tu the Huttigs 
and wanted siock forthatamount; 
he got the stock; they took the 
money put it into glass—that 
proved to be a big investment. 
The foreman lost his place all the 
same. 

While P. M. Musser has been 
very fortunate in acquiring prop- 
erty he has also shown a liberal 
public spirit. He purchased the 
building the Old Ladies’ Home 
occupies and wave it to the soci- 
ety-—a very valuable gift to any 
community. On another occasion 
he purchased a bed inthe Presby- 
terian Hospital in Chicago at an 
expense of some $7,000, the use 
of which he has viven to many a 
needy sufferer. He is a member 
of the official board of the First 
M. E. church and one its largest 
contributors. The large memor- 
ial window in the avenue front of 
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the church was putin by him at 
an expense of $700 or S800. He 
is also on the official board of the 
Musserville M. E. church and one 
of the building committee. 

When Peter M. Musser came 
here to commence working fox his 


uucles he did work. I don't 
think he drew lumber’ or 
ever oiled it, but neverthe- 


less he was always onthe ge. I 
think the labor unions, if there 
had been any, would have ad- 
mitted him. During the years of 
his sojourn at lowa City, we were 
not so familiar with his oppera- 
tious. We have heard the people 
of Iowa City tell some marvelous 
stories of his financial. schemes. 
When he came |. back to 
Muscatine his opperations indi- 
cated a rich mau. He bought two 
dwelling houses on Front street, 
just east of the bridge, where Jas. 
Wier lives, raised them up aad 
then took down one of them oa 
house good enough to bring S200 
a yearrent. He fitted up the re- 
maining one in fine style for his 
own use. After occupying it for 
a short time he purchased the two 
corner lots he now occupies and 
took down the old Dr. Reeder 
house, a house that would have 
cost $3,000 to build, and erected 
the 

He is 


palace he now occupies, 
looked upon 
successiul business man, oppor- 
tunities of all kinds are offered 
him. We understand that he is 
one of the few who are going to 


build the North and South rail- 


as a 


road for which the citizens of th’s 
city were called on to vote a tax 
last fall. Where and when the 
road will be built and what his 
share in the deal will bets alittle 
problematical. 

At anevening party at one of 
the suburban residences of our 
city, shortly atter the completion 
ot the high bridge, we recollect 
hearing Peter M. Musser do some 
very energetic talking to one of 
the directors the high 
bridge. He presented it this 
way, the bridge company 
came to the Mussers and 
said we lack so much of having 
enough to secure its construction, 
you must advance the money and 
take stock for it. Peter M. said 
we will give vou so much, $500 or 
more each, and take no stock forit. 
Of course when they could get no 
more from tbe Mussers they took 
all they could and went ahead 
and built the bridge. After their 
bonds were placed and the bridge 
built the company found they had 


ot 


quite a little money left. There 
were sume very hungry stock 
holders in the high bridge 
company, so taney concluded 
to make a dividend of the 


remaining funds amounting to 15 
percent. The Mussers who had 
not taken stock were not included 
in the divide. Peter M. claimed 
they had collected money of him 
and his uncle at his sugestion to 
make the dividend to the stock 
holders. The bridge man did 
not want to discuss the question 
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but admitted thatthe thing did not 
look right. After they had seper- 
ated I asked Peter M. why he did 
not take stock; his reply wasthat 
he would have had w take twice 
that amount and he would have 
been just that much poorer; he 
got out of it just the cheapest 
way he could, but he did not relish 


the idea of donating money to 


make a dividend to the stock 
holders. 
There is one very important 


member of the coucern although 


not a stockholder, Mr. Z. W. 
Hutchinson. He 1s the chief 
ofice man, has been with the 


Mussérs for many years, and isa 
brother of Mrs. P. M. Musser. 
de was educated at the State 
University 1n Iowa City and in 
early life was a practical civil en- 
vineer. During the preliminary 
survey of the Union Pacific rail- 
road he was one of the corps un- 
der the supervision of S. P. Reed, 
the engineer that constructed the 
M.& M.road, now the C., R.I. 
& P. in our city. ‘*Zell,” as they 
call him, is a modest, unasuming 
man and well liked by every one. 
He was genereus enough at the 
last school clection to allow his 
Name to appear as a_ school 
director and was elected without 


opposition. He is chief salesman 
for the company and can always 
be found at his post. We did 
once pursuade him to goa fish- 


ing; we had gocd success and 
concluded to go again, but we 
could never arrange a time to 


suit. He is one of the leading 
members of the Baptist church, 
Sings in the choir, and can be 
relied on at all times. 

We have an apology to offer the 
readers uf the SarurpAy MAIL 
for using so much space in writ- 
ing up tbe Musser Lumber Co. 
We will savy that to writeupa 
company that has been in exis- 
tance more than forty years and 
do justice to its members requires 
time and space, although we try 
to be as brief as we can. We 
have a suggestion to make to the 
Mussers. The city needs a pub- 
lic building for an Academy of 
Science and a Library. If they 
would now in their life time de- 
few thousand dollars and 
put up a ‘‘Musser Building” to 
be used for such purposes, it 
would place the Musser name on 
‘‘perpetual record.” 1 have no 
doubt but that the school board 
would appropriate the necessary 
land for it on the east end of the 
igh school lots. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Bloomington in 1845. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail May 7, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


Tiere are a few copies of an 
old lithograph of the town of 
Bloomington in 1845 yet in exist- 
ence. In the foreground is a 
steamboat, two sail boats, anda 
hand ferry boat. On the ferry 
are two horses and two or three 
passengers, two men rowing and 
one steering. Most of tbe ferry- 
ing across the river at Blooming- 
ton, now Muscatine, was then 
done in that way, it was hard 
work especially if the wind was 
a little adverse. 

The most prominent building in 
the picture 1s the court house. 
It stood then in 1845 essentially 
as it does now; 1t wascommenced 
in 1840 and completed in 1841, 
and is probably the oldest brick 
building inthecity. The interior 
wood work was burned out 1n the 
wiuter of 1864 and replaced in 
1865. The 
ard thick with heavy brick parti- 
tions that they suffered but little 
by the fire. When refitted after 


walls were so solid 


67. 

the fire the transcept was put 
ou across the northend This 
old court house was built by 
funds accumulated from the sales 
of town lots in the city on the 
commissioner’s quarter, as it was 
called, and cost some $15,000. 
W. A. Brownell was the contrac- 
tor when it was built. The founda- 
tion walls stood some four or more 
feet out of the ground; when 
graded it was filled up consider- 
ably, say two or three feet, tiere 
were four or five steps buried in 


front of theporch. I have prob- 


ably described this old corrt 
house enough for the present 
time, but will say that it 1s the 


cidest public building in the state, 
has been longer in use than any 
other public building, and is in 
good condition, and should be 
kept as a historical monument to 
our territorial days, as there is 
very little else left in the state. 

In the two blocks in front of 
the court house in 1845 there were 
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but five houses. The most prom- 
nent one in the picture stands on 
the bank of the river. It wasa 
brick dwelling built and owned 
by Hon. John A. Parvin, he was 
an uncle of Hon. T. S. Parvin, of 
Cedar Rapids. At that time 
John A. Parvin was probably in 
the mercantile business: he had 
been teaching school in our city 
some four or five years previous, 
Iam not certain, but I think he 
taught the first school im our city 
in 1839; I don’t know but George 
Bumgardner would dispute that 
point with him. This house was 
likely built 11 1843, of brick, and 
it may be the oldest brick dwell- 
ing house in the city. It now 
stands on the rear end of the lot 
on which Mr. S. M. Batterson 
tow lives. When 8. L. Waide 
concluded to build himself a new 
house he got me to move the old 
house to the rear of the lot, and 
the Waide family lived in it dur- 
ing the construction of the new 
house. While Mr. Parvin oc- 
cupied this house the cholera 
afflicted the town. Mr. Parvin 
lost his wife and several children. 
He was one of the three Parvin 
brothers, Josiah, Wuliam and 
John A., whocame here in 1839. 


His first occupation was school 
teaching and surveying; he went 
into the mercantile business; ] 
think he was a member of the 
first constitutional convention 
that framed tke first con- 
stitution for the state of 
Iowa; he was in the legisla- 


ture several terms; was one of 
the directors of the Reform 
school at Eldora, helped to locate 
it there, though using his in- 
fluence to have it located in Mus- 
catine, to no effect. In 1853 he 
was president of the board of 
township trustees, and in 1854 
was mayor of the city. He came 
here a strozg pro-slavery demo- 
crat, but during the exciting 
times of the Kansas and Nebraska 
bill he fcund himself a free soil 
democrat along with R. M. Bur- 
nett and others of, that kind. 
When the republican party 
started he joined that and re- 
mained there. He was cne of 
the leading members of the Meth- 
odist church, although not an 
exhorter he always responded 
when called upon at prayer meet- 
ines or love feasts. In his deal- 
ings he was strictly honest but 
very close and by frugal manage- 
ment he always kept his wants 
within his income. He was an 
out and out prohibitionists and 
was always willing to be classed 
as such. 

On the northeast corner ot 
Walnut and Second streets stood 
a two-story frame dwelling, the 
residence of John G. Deshler, a 
prominent man of ourtown. He 
was a lawyer, belonged to the 
firm of Lowe & Deshler. Lowe 
at that time lived out onthe 
Fletcher place where John M. 
Kemole Lowe 
afterwards governor of Iowa. 


Mr. J. G. Deshler had 
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bought many of our best corner 
lofts and much of our best lands. 
He came from Columbus, Ohio, 
and after staying here some ten 
or twelve years he returned. He 
practiced law with good success, 
but was not considered quite as 
profound a jurist as Stephen 
‘Whicher, although superior to 
most of the other members of the 
bar. He bought pine lumber and 
sold it, was one of the first Jumber 
dealers. While he was a rough 
and tumble kind of a man his 
wife was the most toney woman 
of the village, sne had the means 
to and did dress the most extrav 
agantly of any in the place; full 
skirts were the fashion and the 
boys used to say that she would 
knock the glassoutof the windows 
on both sidesof the street with the 
swing of her skirts. They had 
no children. After they went 
away Deshler occasionally came 
back here to look after his prop- 
erty. John B. Dougherty, sr., 
was his agent for many years. 

A frame cottaye 
the southeast corner of Walnut 
and Third streets, it was owned 
by Peter Petrican. Peter 
was an old bachelor, had 
room for his own use and rented 
the house and boarded out the 
rent. Old Dan Smith, the village 
blacksmith, lived in the 
quite awhile. Petrican was a 
stone cutter {from vld Scotland; 
he was in company with Chas. 
Ovilvie deals, 
owned 


stood on 


Was 


one 


house 


in several 


the stone 


they 


quarries at 


Wyoming Hill and tried to use 
the stone but it did not give satis. 
faction and the quarry was 
abandoned. The old stone pile 
driver that now lies in front of 
the court house was a piece uo! 
his handiwork. it was cut to 
drive the piling of one of the 
bridges across the creek on Sec- 
oud and Sycamore streets, prob- 
ably in 1843. TThestone hammer 
did not satisfaction, so it 
wis left the creek for vears. 
During one of the floods some 
twenty years or so ayo the old 
hammer became visible. A num- 
ber of us threw in a quarter each 
and got O P. Connor to get it 
hauled out and placed in court 
square by consent of the board of 
supervisors and the auditor. It 
was the first pile driver used 
within the county. it answered in 
a way the purpose it was made 
for. 

On the rear of the lot now dc- 
cupied by W.S. Richie, in front of 
the court house, stood a small 
cottage, with say three rooms, it 
belonged or was occupied by 
Ahimaaz Blanchard, he was a na- 
tive of the northern part of New 
York, came here in 1836 or '37, 
bought a large farm on Musca- 
tine Island—M. A. Smith occupies 
a part the land now. Blanchard 
got tired of farming, came to 
town and went into the livery 


give 


in 


stable business, yot tired of that, 
traded his farm for town property. 
He then went to the pineries and 
undertook tocut pine timber anu 
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yet it out, at which he was not 
successful. When the California 
fever broke out he went there, I 
think he never came back. Mr. 
Blanchard was too visionary, he 
would rush into schemes, many 
of which He never realized on. 
He left a widow and one son, 
Frank Blanchard, of Summit, 
who has recently died. Huis wid- 
ow, now dead, was a sister of 
William ard. Hamilton St. John 
and of Mrs. Priney Fay. 

The four persons that occupied 
the tour houses above men- 
tioned were prominent citizens 
of our town in their time and as 
such we are willing to so record 
them. 

There was butone other build- 
inv, the Episcopal church and 
Masonic hall, standing on the 
two squares. We will promise to 
mention it in our next paper. 

On the east corner of Mulberry 
and First streets stood a double 
log cabin built by Chares H. 
Irish, one of the earliest settlers 
of our town. He was connected 
with its survey into lots; when 
Charles L. Warfield was depu- 
tized to purchase the land of the 
goverument and deed it to the 
Claimants Charles H. Fish 
one of the witnesses. 

This cabin was the **Mecca’’ 
of the tuwn society. ‘*Mother 
Kish” presided with her two 
fascinating daughters, Cad and 
“mmiline. 


was 


Kmmuiline soon mar- 
ried Ben Howland—I think he was 
an uncle of our Ben E. Lilly. 


*“*Mother Fish” was one of those 
whole souled women that was 
known by every body; she went 
all over the town and carried sun- 
shine wherever she wert. She 
was the leader among the women. 
The Fish family consisting of 
Jerry, Charles H. and son Wil- 
liam B.,came from Camden, N. J, 
staid awhile at Cincinnati. where 
one of Charlie’s daughter married 
a Mr. Gould, and came here in 
1836) Of) oie.) Cnarles and 
Jerry followed butchering and fish- 
ing and kept a boat store. The 
sou, William B. Fish, lived on his 
farm (it was where the latest ad- 


ditions to the cemetcry are lo- 
catec). His house stood some 
sixty feet west of where the 


Huttig tomb now stands. In the 
spring of 1842 Charles H. Fish 
moved to St. Louis and Wm. B. 
Fish moved into the house in 
town. He planted boom corn on 
his farm. In the autumn uf 1842 
I went to work with Wm. B. Fish 
to help harvest the crop at $6 25 
per month. We gathered the 
broom corn and filled the house 
on the farm. During the long 
cold winter of 1842 and ‘43 I 
worked for W. B. Fish for my 
board. I hauied wood, scraped 
corn and did anything that oc- 


curred todo. I said long, cold 


winter. On the 2d of Aprill 
hauled wood on the ice on the 
river, it was some three feet 


tnick on the channel. The river 
did not get clear of ice until the 
16th of April. 
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Willam Bb. 
about 1844 or 


Fish left sometime 
‘45 and went toSt. 


ST 
Wm. Middleton: and was. killed 
by the explosion of their smal 


Jouis, where hestaid awhile, but steamboat on August 16, 1863. | 
came back and bought a farm on think .some of his children yet 
the head of the Island. He went liveon Muscatine Island. 
into the fishing business -with 
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In 1845 in the square in front The masons using the second 
of the court house on the north story and. the church the first. 
side of Second street where the It was said that Mathew 
Episcopal church now stands, Matthews donated the lot, which 


stood the first. Episcopal church 
and masonic hall. 
was .commenced by Mathew 
Matthews in 1839 but not finished 
until the springof 1841. Matth- 
ews started to build a one-story 
building for a church, but he be- 
ing a mason and mostof his help- 
ers being masons, and the masons 


wanting a hall to meet in, the 
church and the masons.united in 


the work of erecting the building. 


(Seaxcut pals 


was probably the case, although 
the deed came directly 
county commissioners to Trinity 
church, .This was probably the 
first Episcopal church and the 
first masonic building erected in 
the state. 1841 to 1851 it 
was used by other denominations 
as a place of worship; for quite a 
while the Presbyterians held 
their meetings there, they 
had a church bell that was 
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mounted on a frame on the top 
of the little vestry reom con the 
side at:the rear end of. theabuild-. 
ing. ‘Ene old-butlding stood: so 
far back on-the lot that there was 
room to put'up the’ new bailding 
without disturbing ‘the old one. 
The new building was commenced 
in the autumn of -185to Int }854 
it became necessary’ to enlarge 
the new- structure, then -the old 
church had te be omoxed to the 


During the war of -the rebellion 
a furlougwned was taken 
down withi:the small-pcx in the 
hotel on the :corner. The first 
thing the ownerof the old church 
knew they had broken open the 
upper story of the house and con- 
verted’ it into*’a pest house by 
taking the sick soldierin there 
thus spoiling the building as a 
school house. The lease on the 
wreund run vut-and -could not be 


soldier 
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.FHE OLD EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND MASONIC HALL. 


rear end Of ‘the church lot. It 
Was rented to some kind of a Ger- 
mau church whose menibers sang 
so loud as to greatly annoy the 
-snctety, so the -old 
church was again moved out end- 
wise to Walnut street and sold to 
J. P. Walton, who rented- it to 
the Universalists under Rev. 
Woadhouse, later to the German 
Lutherans, and finally to tne city 
school district for school purposes. 


Episcopal 


renewed so the buildine had to 
be taken down. Mr. Waiton lost 
his house that he got arent of 
$150 a year: for“ -That was not 
the only bad part of it, the sick 
soldier belonged to Captain An- 
derson’s company, Mrs. Anderson 
took care of him and caught the 
small-pox -and died while the 
sick soldier got well and never 
thanked any one for the house or 
the treatment he received. 


ised, SAT ‘ones ie ‘0 ou 
dnd) blo orl) lyase git yaks 


vit rao road bad Yodtwoad 
‘oo bis senod ont Wale 18qay - 
90 gened seat} & OlGE WP hohe 


veAt inl 1esh. ww smu ternieliedl 


“nad? anasibloe sie oft yridss 
5 ws ytbiind oft wetifivgs eud) 
ott on geal oT seid fomsioe 
ort tog Fitteers fairs De< tear Deru 


" a“ 


tN HAE GAn HIGH UatOOZIa C40 GR, 


of bed yothliud of) @e bowatsr 
Teeth nests VE aay owe not at SE. 
ornwet 2 10. od? PRAT sknGe ei 
jon Ben Init’ Pe 897 e 028 
doia oite ti Te DRG! bed zon ods 
nA gisiqaD fod Vibloe 
nowtobo A wth Aeieymnes eaoaeb 
ont rtyuss bas tity 9149 oo? 
adt olidw bol bee Zoq-lfinee 
teve0 bas Tew fog serbiog 
to veued ont aot , 


" 


it hoe 


yy k Siete 
iad : 


2 ‘poate 
enw oresid ! 
uoibliad 
ate blo ol 
boonsoice 


Sy Tetra Od ReReIOR omnoed ti 


Diwudd« nold touts won ot 
sites hes op ef of bet. dopods 


Pa 
de 


" > 
i ip A- _ = ‘ ’ 
bs a f Me % iJ ’ 
% > ———* 7 mo i 
* Vey sow touete” ; ob 
- wis j “a ‘ 
- 4 * a ~ 
Tdi Lng Ae ee SE eee . PAE! bP : 
dno * * ~' s 
St amege sey 
4 » “s ee ee mee rv ‘ api 
WP A ed : abe a) - 


ul spargaltnt 


Jol tovetio gdh 1 bao VR6T 
2390. 8 te bane ott na beta ew. 
Qore modinem seedw Haivily ante 

ory aaa ot ap Bridk te. 


Dee” otty He ‘ Hrpessins 
bas hai 


a Te 


' Sometime about 1845 the double 
log cabin belonging to Charles 
H. Fish which stood on Front 
street west of Mulberry was re- 
moved to give place to a good 
brick structure belonging to Hon. 
W. G. Woodward. WLaterit went 
initio the hands of Peter Musser 
who enhanced its value by adding 
a second-story and otherwise 1m- 
proving it. “lon. W. G. Wood- 
ward and wife came here in ‘(840 
or °41 from Massachusetts. They 
‘were two of the most accom- 
plished people I ever met; both 
were fine singers, and when Rev. 
Dr. Robbins, the long-time Ccn- 
gregational minister came here, 
they joined his church. I think 
they had attended Rev. John 
Stuocker’s Presbyterian church 
that met in the old Episcopal 
church previous to Dr. Robbins 
coming here. Mr. Woodward 
was a lawyer by profession and 
practiced law quite successfully. 
Isee inthe directory of 1856 he 
was put down as associate chief 
justice of Iowa. He occupied 
that position for quite awhile, 
having at one time a very fine 
law library but as he gave up his 
law practice ard his term of office 
expiring he sold the books to any 
one that would give anything for 
them, and finally sold the balauce 
at auction for a song. In our 
youthful days the Woodward 
house was one ot the places we 
visited quite often; I have often 
wondered how it came about as 
there was nothing very attractive 


about us, but they were ver, 
pleasant and genial people, thei; 
home was a pleasant one and we 
were always warmly welcomed, 
and many a Sabbath afternvon 
found us there. 

There was another house we 
frequented quite often, it stands 
on Front street west of the high 
bridge; it belonged to Hiram 
Matthews—Pap Matthews as he 
was usually called. .He was quite 
a funny old fellow, very fat ard 
corpulent. He came to Bloom- 
ington in 1839, wasa brick layer, 
his first jub was to build his 
brother a house which was the 
first brick house built 1n Bloom- 


ington. It stood on Front street 
west of Cedar. When Hiram 
Matthews came here he built 


himself a log cabin on the rear of 
his lot lived in it until he built 
his brick some five or six years 
later. He nad a wife and two 
daughers by the name of Orrell 
aud Orpha. One, I think Orrell, 
was the mascot of the family. 
married a merchant by the name 
vf Robert McClelland the other 
married John B. Dougherty, sr. 
Mrs. Dougherty and two sons are 
the survivers of the Matthews 
family. Pap Matthews 
great story teller, he wasa team- 
ster, and had a_ small pair 
of mules and a shallow short sort 
of adump board, aad did con- 
siderable dirt hauling. If 
why he used so small a dirt bed 
he would reply that he made the 
load up to the standard when he 
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got on it—most everybody ad- 
mited that. He served as con- 
stable for several years and as 
marshal in 1840 and in 1844, and 
street commissioner in 1845, °46 
aud °47. His wife was a splendid 
woman, his daughters married 
and were gone before we became 
acquainted toany extent with the 
family. His gandson, Johnnie, 
He was a “brick,” I assure you, 
and he had a very apt tutor in 
his grandfather. I wonder he 
turned out as well as he has. T 
think he would hardly have done 
so had it not have been for the 
instructions and admouitions he 
received at the Sunday School. 
Johnnie always went to Sunday 
School, he was frequently loaded 
with very knotty questions for 
the teacher; these questions fre- 
quently originated with his grand 
father without a doubt. 

After serving three years as 
street commissioner Mr. Matthews 
commenced mercantile business 
in a limited way, he fitted upa 
small store in the front part of 
his house to sell supplies to the 
emigrants that crossed the river 
on the ferry boat and landed at 
the foot of Walnut street. We 
recollect seeing a sign with ‘‘Gin- 
ger Braid” on it. I don’t think 
he accumulated much at that 
business. In towns the size of 
Bloomington at that time almost 
every one wasa Chatacter of note, 
Pap Matthews was certainly one. 

On the alley end of the lot west 
of the bridge stood a frame cot- 


tage. It was occupied by J. J. 
Hoopes, a man who soon became 
prominent and remained so until 
his death over fifty years later. 
He was a native of Pennsylvania, 
came toCincinnati whena young 
man, where he married. When 
coming to Iowa he brought his 
young wife and likely a child, 
afterwards their family increased 
to four children, three are living 
yet. He brought some means 
with him and went intoa store iu 
Irinn county which was not a 
good investment. In fact it was 
a little disastrous to Houpes as 
one of the partners, while the 
other who had the experience and 
no money invested, fared better, 
Hoopes was a builder and con- 
fined himself to his business. In 


the course of time he recovered 
all he had lost in the Linn county 


store. I commenced to work for 
him in the spring of 1848 at car- 
penter work for 50 cents a day 
and board, and staid with him 
most of the time for two years. 
In those two years I don’t think 
I received $10 in money; the first 
year I got the lot on which I now 
live, the price was $50. Hoopes 
was the hardest working man I 
ever saw and he would make his 
meu work hard and long. At 
that time there was no circular 
saws or planing machines, all 
the wood work of a house had to 
be worked by hand. We worked 
all day from thirteen to fifteen 
hours, it was the time that an ef- 
fort was being made to have ten 
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hours’ a day’s work, and Hoopes 
was the last fellow to give in. 
He was a strong ‘‘dyed in the 
“wool” democrat and loved 
‘argue politics, he would stop his 
work for that purpose if he got 
crowded a little. There was an- 
other man of about the same 
‘character, an out-and-out whig, 
‘by the name of Alfred Purcell, 
he was a plasterer and of course 
“he and Hoopes were brought to- 
‘gether on the same job quite fre- 
quently, and we “‘néver missed a 
chance to get up an argument be- 
tween them as we gotarest then 

_ In the ‘spring of 1848 J.J. 
“Hoopes” brother’ Reece came here 
‘and worked with him, later an- 
ther brother, Liudley, came and 
worked with the others, although 
the latter two soon went to farm- 
ing. J.J. Hoopes staid in town 
most of the time and loaned out 
his money. When the war broke 
cut he managed to have quite a 
lot of gold coin on hand, he kept 
it until it went up to $2.50, 
then he sold it or bought a farm 


at the premium price. In 1843 


. he was on the board of town di- 
was during his 


rectors, and it 
term of office and iargely through 


to 


“were 
‘During 
“years, that 


NS nm 
his “exertions ‘the’ grave yard 
was moved to the west side oi 
the city. In 1875 he served a 
term on the city council; he was 
the hardest kicker :the Water 


Works company had to contend 


with; how they managed him | 


modifica- 
their. prepositions 
at his request. 
the term — of 
Mr. Hoopes ‘ repre- 
sented the Second ward the First 
ward’ was represented with just 


never knew. Several 
tions in 

made 
two 


“as positive’ a man in thé person of 
Alex. Jackson! 


‘These two alder- 
did not always agree, fur 
when one got to’spouting Shakes- 
peare and the other Burns that 
meeting of the council was about 
through business for that session. 
We want to say for Mr. Hoopes 
that while he worked us unmurci- 
fully hard he gave us good board 
and treated us kindly. We were 
unfortunate enough: to be sick a 
short time while there and Mr. 
and Mrs. Hoopes gave us the best 
of attention. While living with 
them I always felt at home, and 
so did every one who visited them. 
Inever saw any more hospitable 
people than they were. 
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_ RECOLLECTIONS OF 
Bloomington in 1845. 


Continued. 


Published | in the Muse atine Saturday Mail May 21, 


1898; written by 


J. P. Walton. 


No. 


In 1845 there stood on the west 
corner of Front and Cedar streets 

a very preposessing brick dwelling 
-house,. It was the first — brick 
house built in the town, it was 
probably erccted in 1839 or in 
(840, 1 am not sure which; Hiram 
Matthews built it for his brother, 
Mathew Matthews, who lived in 
it until his death early in the 
forties. J don’t know who lived 
there until 1849 when Dr. James 
S. Horton occupied it. In 18501 
commenced working for Horton, 
I occupied a room in the basement 
for a shop and lived with the 
familv. Hon. Jacob Butler also 
lived with them. 

Here let me say, ] had had a 
an unusual streak of luck in my 
places for working after I had be- 
came old cnough to do a man’s 
work. I started in with J. J. 
Hoopes in theearly spring of 1848, 
- as mentioned in my last article; 
after living with tim until the 
autumn of 1849 I commenced 


New York. 
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with Gamalial Olds and started a 
large house for him, of course I 
lived with the famity, and be- 


tween Olds and Horton I put in 


most of the time until 1852. 

But to return to the Horton 
family,’ the doctor was an old 
school allopathic doctor and used 
plenty of calomel. He had left a 
large practice in Orange county, 
When he came to 
Bloomington of course he found 
he had plenty of leisure time. 
The country was new, vegetation 
grew very luxuriantly, and the 
doctor for the want of something 
else to do commenced to make a 
botanical collection that took him 
all around over thecountry. The 
people saw him collecting plants 
and drying them and knew he 
was a doctor, and concluded he 


was a botanical doctor. We had 
one botanical doctor in G. W. 
Fulliam, and the people often 


spoke of the old botanical doctor 
meaniog Dr. Horton, and of the 
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young one, meaning Dr. Fulliam. 
Of course Horton did not hear of 
this. The first two years Dr. 
Horton was here there 
great deal of cholera. If a case 
of cholera occured the first doctor 
to be had was called; under those 
conditions Horton got his share. 
His medicine was calomel and 
opium, he never lost a case, and 
his reputation as a cholera doctor 
soon gained prominence as he 
cured some very bad cases. While 
the doctor practiced medicine 
when called, I don’t think he ever 
hung out his ‘‘shingle.” He had 
come west to go to farming, 
he happened to go down on the 
Muscatine island when the river 
was low, in the fall of 1849, 
shortly after he came here, and 
found some government land he 
could enter very cheap,so he en- 
tered it and started to builda 
gravel-house on the head of the 
sand mound. Getting out mater- 
lal and making the trame, doors 
and sash, furnished me with em- 
ployment during the cold days of 
the winter The. house was 
built but before the ductor got 


ready to move there in 1851 he 
bought the Humphrey’s place now 
the Horton farm and moved out 
there. After Horton left the 
house on Front street it passed 
into the hands of S. B. Crane who 
had 1t taken down and the pres- 
ent building now occupied by Dr. 
J. D. Fulliam erected out of the 
old material. The Horton family 
were strouy Presbyterians. At the 
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time I lived with them there were 
several strong factions in the 
church. ‘The Hortons with their 
conections, the Cummings and 
the Waters families, made a 
strong party, while T. S. Parvin 
and his associates, the Ovilvies 
and others made another interest 
to be consulted. Mrs. Horton was 
an excellert woman to pacify the 


‘disaffected and she was realy the 


mordant of the whole church. 
The doctor had turned his atten- 
tion toimproving his land and 
worked very hard; he was excitable 
but would not use any profane 
language, he would manage to 
vent his indignation some other 
way, and while he worked hard 
he loved a little recreation. He 
would go hurting or fishing oc- 
casionally. I have had had many 
a hunt with him. When the war 
broke out two of his sons enlisted 
in the army, Col. C. C. and James 
Hortun, the latter died 1n the 
service. During the war Mrs. Hor- 
ton devoted much of her time to 
the reliet of the sick and wounded 
soldiers, She was a prominent 
member of the Ladies’ Soldiers 
Aid Society. 

On the southwest corner of 
Cedar and Second street stood a 
two story brick house erected in 
1842 and °43; there was a wcoden 
buildiug in the rear that was 
built some two yearsearlier. The 
brick house was built by Thomas 
Johnson while he was United 
States marshal for Iowa. It is 
probable that he borrowed some 


~- OL8—4 i 


ti a 7 ay =the bl a 
: eV a im 4 \ ae ra 
‘ ° » - f = 


orew grad! srgitt Wdiw bovit I seid 
af) nt eaditon] yoouwe letevse 
beet iw anortol of’? | doves 
bok eyeionrid? od?  .2ocitooaos 
» sbeor 2oclicnni 
eiviet 2.0 ali, ging grote 
soihig® orld _peenoges at bits 
et8Tht TtHoes DbBM avin dte has 
enw notte walt .bsiiigenos wd of 
o#} Yiioka ob name tanlipoxs as 


of) zisvt saw ote bon botostleeib: 


dati, slow ott Yo Jousbrorm 
mois 2id, benm bed tofooh sd T 
bas bint andl yoivotqmio) noi! 
nidadionaeew ot; bred 719" bodiow 


ymmsion, Vue Sab toa bluow tad 
oo vascem, Bindw of oyxsn goal 
yuite soe noltpeyrbyi 2ik Inoy 


bred bodaew od otithy bas .ysw 
obi 
So gnidet i yaiiyd oy blaow 

ine bed bailovetit .yiixnoiess 
16w ons 911 VE Mid Hiiw iad 6 
boteiine enue eid Ie ows Jue sdlord 
evens boy DD 40D, gent8 oct vi 
od) ov beth settal of ,auttoH 
wh ail taw of} yolwel .soivive 
of vinit rot to danm beloveb aot 
bebawow bas die off to tniler of} 
inonimeotd & caw ade esaibioz 
*vei le’ “eoibey) oll lo t9dsnom 


suter1s08 biA 


to as07100 Jeowiiuee of) pO 
& boote tovtta beowe bas isb9D 
ui betacae senod dpind y10le ow! 
voboow s esw oped 7) bis Leer 
cow ted? apo, pul} ‘o wat binned 
, oftT .oileae 

ested T yd. afi 
borin was! “od gliclw 
vi sl 


ew 
omg sine Lie if Nadi Willson 


5 abw 
wrome odd? 


sotiesiaeovetii « bevol of 


Si eae stnoe Hind esq 


nbittert ad yttingem 3610 gruet 
to teen Jom bib nyltol <7, Mie 
AE 21897. ‘ted oT 

| Aad caw. olliatt 
sea0 2 1 ~ lo [sop tsong 
tolaob revi 944 be10200 srelode to 


szot tobi ghefleo enw bad od of 
soiede eid: toy wot enoidibiios 


bos loeholeo atiw snisibom ‘eH 


‘bone ,92n9 & taol yevon od monige 


103006 sisto> & €8 Boitstuqer ail 
of es sonenimow bhentsy ouos 
oid W -.e9¢e5 bad yrov ooo bowie 
uintbom = besitde1q rwiseb ody 
1979 of Anida web I ,bollao nodw 
bed oH “.obynite” eid tno youd 
fuctiontsl of Og of jeow omo> 
of} no DWwOd OR ol bousqqad od 
rovia 9d} widw Bastzi onitasduM 
SI Yo tis? od) ni ,wot enw 
bns 19d omaes af rsits yftiode 
od baal inomnIgvOY otoe baso? 
-nd on O2 Qaeda yr9¥ IsIn9 bluos 
gr bliud of boriare bus ti bow? 
od3 ta beod ods to seuod-lovarg 
“193 5ttt Juo -bovom base 
21oub ,omett 9? “yoblem bak te 
-mo dliw Sea boy bend dese bus 
to eyab. bloa tnemyolq 
2am. sane ptt capcom La 
toy iw120h oa “syeled md) slind 
od T28f ot Sr9dt S¥om Ot vbasr 
woo yaalq + youtgrrn H odd telyguod 
tno bovom bua tnt sondH sift. 
odt stot nore) wttA- voted 
boveng ti sestte snoxt nosgaod 
odw omexD B10 eboad oft ofni 


Say ee 


— 


money of T. M. Isett to build the 
house, for as soon as he left Isctt 
got it and livedinit. Johnson 
was a sperting man, would gam- 
ble or do almost anything that a 
good citizen would pronounce out 
ofcharacter. ‘T. M. Isett who fol- 
lowed Johnson as an occupant of 
the house was a kind of a fast 
man in many ways but kept ats 
money all the same. I think I 
described him in one ot my former 
Later.the house passed 
the hands of Jacob Open- 
heimer and afterward into the 
possesson of W. W. Webster, who 
got me to move it back to the 
alley. It was recently removed 
to give room for the improve- 
ments to Hotel Grand. 

On the east corner of Cedar and 
Second street stood a yery preten- 
tious one-story frame cottage. It 
was the residence of Dr. Fitch, 
who was a man, he 
owned the big farm lately known 
asthe Hershey farm. For one or 
two years he hired men and tried 
farming, 1t did not pay him to 
live in town and go out to the 
farm to work. “le was said to be 
a very close man, so much so that 
he would pull off his shoes and go 
barefoot tosave snove leather. I 
cannot vouch for the correctness 
of the story. I think the cuctor 
died about 1851 or ’52 leaving a 
In the 
course of time the daughter grew 
to be a and like many 
other young women was willing 
to marry and did marry a young 


articles. 
into 


wealthy 


widow and one daughter. 


woman 


man by the name of Harry Camp- 
bel. I don’t know whether the 
old lady consented or not, at all 
events she undertook to run their 
affairs in a manner that made lots 
of gossip and fun. for the old set- 
tlers. She succeeded in separat- 
ing and divorcing them before 
the birth of their child. The old 
lady packed up her daughter and 
grand-child and left for parts un- 
known, leaving her tormer son-in- 
law to look out for himself. 
Shortly after this Col. T. M. Isett 
aud his wife Lucy were separated, 
a divorce was granted but not un- 
til a nice dcower of $10,000 was 
arranzed. Harrys Campbel then 
married Lucy and they went to 
Florida to live. Col. Isett soon 
left and went to New York city, 
he did not return for many years 
and then onty temporarily. 

On the rear end of the lot on 
the nortbeast corner of Second 
and Cedar streets (back of Gra- 
nams drug store) stands an old 
frame building. It was the first 
Catholics church erected in our 
city. This building was first 
built in Prairie du Chien, W1s., 
and brought down to Blooming- 
ton onaraft and put up here in 
1843 or °44. The Catholics had 
no regular pasior until 1848 when 
Rev. Father McCormick officiated 
perhaps for a year or more. I 


am not very familiar with the 
history of this church, I hope 
some one will write it up, if 


Father Laurent would do so he 
would confer a great favor on the 
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city. ‘There is so much of inter- 
est about the Catholic churches of 
our city that he knows better 
than anv one else, it seems a pity 
to have him go away without it 
being written. We hope he may 
be induced to do 1t. 

If I reccllect aright the one 
story dwelling on the opposite 
side of Cedar street was built by 
old Mr. McCrow, likely 1n 1839 or 
40. Mr. McCrow and family 
were probably the first Catholics 
here. Occasionally 
priest would come along and hold 
meetings in hishouse. Mr. Mc- 
Crow went out on the north side 
of the road opposite the city ceme- 
tery and built himself a house, 
the first one along that road this 
side of the Fletcher house. I 
think he wasa_ shoemaker and 
‘one of the first ones here; when 
he moved oui to his new place he 
gave up shoemaking. I find in 
the directory of 1856 that Mrs. 
Klanor McCrow resided in the 
house on Cedar street, I presume 
she was his widow. 

A little later the two Becke 
brothers, Theodore and Joseph, 
came here, both poor but honest 
laborers. ‘They soon got to doing 
stone masonery and lived toa 


a traveling 


good age, leaving a nice little 
property for the younger Beckes. 
Jerry McMinnomy and Jimmy 
Duun were also among the early 
members of the Catholic church. 

This old building was un- 
duubtedly the oldest building 
standing in the city that was 
built for church purposes. The 
street was originally up to the 
second story, the lower story was 
dug out and underbuilt when the 
street was graded: there 
wing added on the south side that 
was surmounted with a little bell, 
this bell was sold to the city 
district and mounted on 
‘‘old number one school house;” 
the bell was destroyed when the 
school house burneddown. When 
Father Laurent came here he 
soon found that the church was 
too small and he started out to 
build St. Matthias church which 
was then out of the town. It 
used to be often remarked that no 
other denomination would go so 
far out of town to attend church. 
When St. Matthias was built the 
old church and its belongings 
went to the Chambers brothers, 
they did not keep it loug, it is 
now used as a work shop. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Bloomington in 1845. 


Continued. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail May 28, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


So. 7.0. 


For several of the early years 
there was a solitary building 
Standing on East Hill. At that 
time East Hill stonoda mile and a 
half away, or in other words, to 
get there one had to go to Ninth 
street to cross the creek and then 
another half mile or more to the 
hill. There was a foot log across 
the stream occasionally used 
when the water was not to high. 
The occupants of the building 
were Mr. Lockwood and wife. We 
have but tittle recollection of 
him; he lived but .a short time 
after locating there. His widow 
was a Sharp, broad minded, ener- 
getic woman: she staid here 
some time after the death of her 
husband. I think she got a post- 
tion as a schvol teacher at some 
Indian agency through the in- 
fluence of General Fletcher, an 
Indian agent from our county. 

A good many laughable stories 
were told at her expense. It was 
said that on one occasion an old 


Indian chief came a wooing, she 
not understanding the Indian 
language would answer yes to all 
his propositions; all at once it 
dawned upon her what he wanted, 
she did not faint, but got terribly 
mad aud made the old Indian get 
out. (Puckachee.) 

On another occasion while liv- 
ing on East Hill, ‘Pars’? Wash- 
buru, then a boy of 17 summers, 
had occasion to go after Mrs. 
Lookwood. He went in a canoe 
up above the mouth of Mad creek, 
hauled his canoe on shore end 
went up tu the house tor her. 
They returned together to the 
river, but to their disgust they 
found the canoe had got adrift 
and was fast floating away. She 
at once ejaculated ‘Can vou 
swini?’ «‘*Yes!*® ‘‘Well, then 
pull off your clothes and jump io 
and yet it.’?’ She turned her 
back to him. This’ was a 
little embarrassing the 
boy but, of course, as 


to 


he did 
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ordered and commenced to dis- 


robe. It took apparently longer 
than usual, Mrs. Lockwood be- 
came impatient and _ turned 


around just as ‘‘Pars” was ready 
to take to the water, and she 
ejaculated ‘‘jump in, jump in!” 
which he did and saved the boat. 

After Mrs. Lockword’s connec- 
tion with the Indian schooi 
closed, she went east and became 
Mrs. Fales of ‘Washington, D. C., 
who with the noted Mrs. Witten- 
mever, both former citizens of 
Iowa, visited the hospitals in the 
south and as ministering anyels 
relieved the sick, cheered the des- 
pondent and smoothed the bed 


of the dying. They took the first 
steps to organize the Sanitary 
Commission that rendered sv 
much relief to the sick aud 


‘wounded during the war of the 
rebellion. Shortly after Mrs. 
Lockwood left Bloomington there 


come avery wet season and the 
hill side got to sliding and her 


house stood at an angle of some 
30 degrees for a long time before 
it was taken down. 

Along in (851 or ‘52, when the 
cholera was at its worst there 
were a great many cholera pa- 
tients left on the wharf bv steam- 
boats, and frequeatly deaths oc- 
curred before shelter could be 
found for them; no one wanted 
to admit them to their houses. 
In order to accommodate such 
cases the city built a one-story 
frame house on Kast Hill for a 


hospital. I think there never 


Was | 


was but one case taken there, but 
the building stood for several 
years without being occupied, 
I think it was the second building 
erected on East Hull. After 
Second street was graded and the 
bridge built across the creek in 
1856 or ’57 people began to settle 
on the hiil. 

In June 1052 or ’53 a German — 
I think his name was Skinnottie 
ora similar name—built a huge 
dance house out on the brow of 
the hill, he called it the Trevoli. 
He rushed it along and got it 
enclosed and the floors down by 
the Fourth of July. ‘The lower 
floor was for dancing, the second 
story was for card tables and 
drinking. The Germans held 
their first celebration there as 
Germans, that was ever held in 
this city. It did not go off very 
big, there were not enough Ger- 


mans here at that time 
that were willing to throw 
down the gauntiet and 
say ‘‘we will celebrate your 
Fourth of July as we please,” 
which has been done ona few 


occasions since. That celebra- 
tion was to have dancing during 
the day and night. During the 
evening aclan of young men ot 
the city went over there to dance 
with the ‘‘dutch” girls; there 
were only a few of them, and the 
fellow that could not waltz was 
not in it, but the beer was there 
in abundance. The young men 
had a hilarious old time and all 
agreed not to tell on one another, 
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hence I can’t, but perhaps Ben. 
Beach or George Magoon could 
tellif they chose. Ithink the 
Trevoli never had but one day’s 
business, it was not popular. I 
have forgotten what became of it. 

In the autumn of 1852, on Oct. 
9th, our citizens organized an 
agricultural society with James 
Weed president, William Millar 
vice president, John H. Wallace 
secretary, and J. G. Gordon treas- 
urer. They secvred a piece of 
ground on the west side of the 
graded road, where Jos. Bennett 
now has his garden. The society 
cleared out the brush, using it 
for a fence, and made a_ track 
of a quarter or a third of a mule 
around. and held a fair. It wasa 
a newthing in Jowa and proved 
asuccess. It was patronized from 
Scott. Cedar. Johnson, Washing- 
ton and Louisa counties. Three 
fairs of a similar kind were held 
bere. The society had accumu- 
lated quite a little sum of money 
and went down on the Muscatine 
Island where they bought forty 
acresof land for fair purposes. 
This forty acres on the 1sland is 
where the Musserville brick 
school house and where Mr. B. 
Kemper’s dwelling are located. 
The fair ground 
which owned the Jand was a joint 


association 


Stock company; the county agri- 


cultural society having stock 
agreed to pay rent to the associa- 
tion foruse of grounds for hold- 
inv fairs and with the privilege of 


buying the land as svon as they 


could accumulate sufficient funds. 
This was all right and would 
have worked all right, but the 
fair people over done the thing. 
A state agricultural society had 
sprung into existance and the 
association thought it would be 
a good thing to have the state 
fair held here; so they bent their 
energies to that purpose. They 
got J. G. Gordon elected treasurer 
and Hon. John H. Wallace secre- 
tary, and the state fair was held 
here in 1856 andia 1857. At the 
Same seasons the county agricul- 
tural society tried running county 
fairs which proved a failure in 
both years, leaying the society 
badly encumbered with debts. 
The panic of 1857 and war that 
followed in 1861 so effectually 
used up the county agricultural 
society that 1t lust its claim on 
the fair grounds. The stock was 
sold at a very low rate and 
finally went into the hands of 
George W. Connor who converted 
the fair grounds intoa farm, sell- 
ing a portion of it to Barney 
Kemper for a garden patck. 

At the state fair in 1857 a larger 
amount of perishable stuff was 
offered for exhibition than could 
be sheltered, so the society put 
up temporary frames and covered 
them with cotten sheeting and 
ducking. When the fair was 
over this was stored in one of the 
dry rooms (the office.) The as- 
sociation had contracted some 
debts and they turned out the 
sheeting, etc., to help pay the 
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debts. I had the last chance and 
gotsome 500 or a 1000 yards at 
very low figures. The sheeting 
Tcould use but the lot was mostly 
heavy ducking which I kept un- 
til the war broke out and cotton 
got away up beyond any known 
price, when I disposed of it with- 
out any trouble. For a while 
anything that had cotton init 
sold for fabulus prices; 1t got so 
scarce that in many cases mat- 
tresses were ripped up for the cot- 
ton filling to be wove into cloth- 
ing. It was quitea God send to 
some of our old merchants who 
had their shelves encumbered 
with a lot of out of fashion dry 
goods. The high price of cotton 
sold them. Cotton was so scarce 
that paper was spun into twine 
for common wrapping purposes, 
it made a good substitute if it 
did not get wet. 


The agricultural society held 
fairs during the war but it was a 
losing business and they had to 
give it up. After the war was 
over a ralley was made and 
ground secured of John Barnard 
and fitted up with an octagon 
hall; after holding two or three 
fairs out there it proved to far 
outof town, and the improve- 
ments were moved on the Smaliey 
lands on the top. of East Hill. 
The octagon hall at Barnard’s 
was taken down and put upon the 
Smalley land; new stables and 
fences were built, a half-mile 
track made, and some good fairs 
were held there. By some means 
the octagon hall was _ burned 
down and temporary sheds were 
erected for a year or Su; later 
some one started the scheme of 
buying new grounds where. the 
fair grounds are now located. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Baptist Chusch. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail June 4, ae 


written by 


J. P. Walton. 


IN Qs / aL 


All of our churches have had 
periods of prominence betore the 
public, such as revivals, intro- 
ductions of uew ministers, or 
the building of a new church. 
As the Baptist brethren are about 
to enlarge their church we are 
going to venture on a brief his- 
tory of its organization, etc. 
From a paper read by Rev. G. F. 
Linfield before the Academy of 
Science on January 29, 1883, we 
make the following extract: 

“The first Baptist meeting in 
Blcomington, now Muscatine, 
was called October 2, 1841, and 
October 17, articles of faith were 
adopted, and the on 30th the 
church was duly organized with 9 
members, at the kote! kept by 
Robert C. Kinney, corner of 
Chestnut and Front streets, 
known as the Iowa “fouse, and 
Rev. E. Fisher was called at a 
salary of $100 a year, to preach 
one Sunday in each month. At 
the beginning of 1842 the 


society wanted half of Elder 
Fisher's time for $200, and the 
home mission was asked, in May, 
to lend a helping hand. Deacon 
Carpenter succeeded to the pastor- 
ship in June, 1843, and preached 
twice a month, and in 1844 Rev. 
Jesse N. Seelye was in charge 
and trying to raise funds to build 
achurch. In 1848 Rev. S. B. 
Johnson was pastor, succeeded in 
1852 by Rev. W. A. Wells. The 
records are silent upon the dedi- 
cation of the new building, but 
they speak of a vestry January 
25, 1851, which would indicate 
that the upper room was then 
occupied. This building is the 
litttle brick church back of the 
present edifice and is now (1883) 
owned by some German society. 
{It has lately been remoyed by 
Clifford & Son and a photograph 
buildine erected in its stead.] 
Rev. A. G. Eberhardt came in 
1853 and remained three years, 
and in 1855 R. M. Burnett and 
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Willis Davis were elected dea- 
cons. In this latter year the 
final debt of $300 on the church 
was paid. Rev. Geo. I. Miles fol- 
lowed Mr. Eberhardt in April, 
1856, at a salary of $800 and the 
society swung loose from the 
home mission and endeavored to 
meet its own expenses. In July 
thirty-four members withdrew to 
form the Holiand Baptist church. 
The pastor died December 10, 
1857, and was succeded by his 
brother, Edward Miles, and in 
November of the following year 
Rev. John Cummins became 
pastor. February 4, 1859, the 
German Baptist church was 
organized, and in June of the 
same year fifteen members were 
dismissed to form a church in 
Lake township. The following 
August Rev. C. H. Remington 
was installed pastor, resigning in 
1862 to become chaplain of the 
Eieventh Iowa volunteers. In 
May, 1863, Rev. S. S. Burnham 
was called to the pastorate and 
was succeeded in 1866 by Rev. 
Edwin Eaton. George W. Dilla- 
way started the Ninth street mis- 
son April 17, 1864, and the chapel 
was built a year later. This 
period also became memorable 
for the building of the present 
church edifice, the corner stone 
being laid in August, 1864, the 
basement occupied July, 1865, 
and the upper part finished aud 
didicated on the first Sunday in 
November, 1868.” 

In May, 1863, when SS. Burn- 


ham became pastor he soon com- 
menced to raise money to build 
the new church that had been 
talked about four some time. It 
was during the war of the rebel- 
lion when a dollar in gold was 
worth $2.25 to $2.50 in green- 
backs. The greenback was legal 
tender money; it had gotten to 
be quite abundant and every one 
felt flush and subscribed liberally. 
The church was started in 1864 
and in Aug. the corner stone was 
laid, and then the fun began. At 
the commencemet of the cere- 
mony the minister invited any 
one to deposit whatever they 
chose to be laid away there as a 
memorial of events of the times. 
There were several articles pre- 
sented, among other things a 
copy of the Muscatine Journal, 
intensely loyal republican 
paper. ‘There was a strong dem- 
ocratic paper that was considered 
by many somewhat disloyal by 
the name of ‘‘The Democratic 
Enquirer” published in this city, 
but as no one offered a copy the 
box was closed up and placed in 
proper position and the ceremony 
ended, and every thing was sup- 
posed to be lovely. It soon be- 
came known, probably through 
the papers, articles were 
deposited in the corner stone. 
In the church there wasa very 
prominent family of out-spoken 


an 


what 


democrats and they were large 
subscribers to the new church 


funds. 
much dissatistied at the omission 


They claimed to be very 
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of the democratic paper and.de- 
clared they would not pay a cent 
towards the construction of the 
church. They had influenceand no 
one in the church wanted to lose 
their subscription, so efforts were 
made to pacity them, but to no 
purpose, as the more they were 
laboured with apparently the mad- 
der they got. The dissatisfac- 
tion was mostly confined to the 
members of the church but they 
did a great deal of talking, and 
the controversy soon got outside 
among the town people who be- 
gan talking itup. Oneof the dea- 
cons of the church made a laugh- 
able remark in connection 
the names of the democrats 
which set the town off. If any 


one watiis to know what that re- 
mark we they can askG. W. 
Dillaway Rk. W. Durkee. The 
deacon to apologize; the 


democrats referred the matter to 
Deacon liurnett, he would. not 
not say auything but laughed. 
After the corner stone had been 
laid a few days it got noised 
around to the builcing committee 
that the stone was going to be 
removed, so brother Dillaway 
walked up the church the 
threatened and sure 
enough some one was there work- 
away at the brick wall dig- 
it out. Dillaway sung out 


to 
evening, 


ing 


Ing 


with 


and wanted to know what the 
person making the 
was doing, the man came 
out and his reply was ‘the 
wanted peace!” Dillaway was 
dumbfounded as the man who 
stood before him was one of the 
oldest citizens, a straight for- 
ward upright, honest Christian 
mau, a prominent member of the 
Methodist church, and one that 
no one would suppose would be 
guilty of such an action. In 
performing the act he had no 
malice. It soon leaked out that 
several fun lovers had put him 
upto it and made him believe 
that if the corner stone was taken 
upand had to be re-laid thata 
copy of the democratic paper 
could be put in, thus making the 
disaffected parties all right. 
The stone was not taken up and 
the democratic paper did not get 
Lie It was the opinion. of 
some who were familiar with the 
financial standing of the disaf- 
fected ones that they ‘thad bit off 
more than they could chew.’—- 
had subscribed more than they 
could pay, and took that way to 
get out of 1t. I think their sub- 
scription was not paid at that 
3ut they remained with 
the church and were liberal 


noise 


time. 
cou- 
tributors afterwards. 

To be Continued. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Baptist Church. 
Concluded: 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail June 11, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


Wiosts23: 


(Correction: In my last letter 
I mentioned the name of the 
Democratic Enquirer, when it 
should have been the Courter.) 

In the year 1844 Rev. Jesse N. 
Seeley commenced to raise funds 
fora church. Rev. Seeley was 
small in statue but large in 
works. “Se had but a small flock 
to labor with and no wealthy 
members. I recollect a few of 
the members; Deacon Plumber 
was a fat, heavy set oid fellow, 
a little extra exertion would put 


him ‘tout of wind” but he was 
always splurging around the 


church, he was a baker and con- 
fectioner by occupation, his shop 
stood on the south side of Second 
street between the avenue and 
Sycamore, it was ina low two- 
story building, he kept pop for 
sale which was probably about 
the first ever sold here, he also 
had ginger bread and ginger beer 
candies and baked 
Ox one oc: 


and a few 
a fair loaf of bread. 


casion a fire broke out on an ad- 
joining lot although Plumber's 
house did not get on fire he re- 
moved his furniture, be threw his 
looking glass out of the win- 
dow and lugged out a pair of 
andirons in his hands, 

Rev. Seeley had another mem- 
ber of his flock who was quite a 
prominent man, Deacon Stephen 
Hadley; he came to Iowa in 1837 
andsecured a large farm outon the 
east side of Hickory Grove on the 
head waters of Mad creek. some 
four miles north and east of our 
town. After farming some three 
or four years he moved into town 
and went to making brick, prob- 
ably in 184, be built and lived 
in the house on the southeast cor- 
nerof Sixth and Orange he was 
something of a wag, a story got 
in circulation too ridiculous for 
any one to believe implicating 
him asone of the parties. The re- 
port had it that brother Plumber 
prefered against 


charges him 
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and had- him up and tried him 
before the church, and he was 
acquited much to Plumber's dis- 
gust. 

In those early days all the 
orthodox churches tried to discip- 
line their erring members. The 
Baptist church was no exception. 
The Episcopal church had a 
preacher that did not come up to 
the desired requirements, he was 
tried and suspended. The Metho- 
dist church had a more summary 
way of dealing with its delin- 
quent members, the minister sim- 
ply struck their names from the 
church roll, as in the case of Bro. 
Thomas Morford who was strick- 
en from the membership rol! by 
Rev. Henry Clay Dean for sitting 
with his wife in church. Dean 
did not allow the sheepand goats 
to sit together. 

The Baptist church had an- 
other prominent member inthe 
person of Myron Ward, he was a 
brick layer and stone mason, a 
Stout, strony passionate man. 
On one occasion, while working 
on the roof of the church perhaps 
topping the chimney or he may 
have been shingling, when some- 
thing was sa-d that riled him, 
and he seized the little preacher 
and would have thrown him from 
the roof if be had been permitted 
to do so by the other men on the 
roof. 

Rev. Seeley persevered in the 
good work, securing a day’s work 
here or a ioadof hauling there, 
or in fact anything that could be 


used in the building of the 
church. He got but little money 
for little was to be had. A com- 
mon laborer had to do twodays 
work fora dollar, and such jobs 
as that were not to be had every 
day. Rev. Seeley probably got 
the roof on the building in the 
autumn of 1845 and had most of 
the window boarded. Aroominthe 
basement was plastered and used 
for meetings, and for a school. 
Miss Lamphrey, who afterwards 
became Mrs. Cornelius Cadle 
taught schoo] there. 

Among the different ministers 
the Baptist church has had we 
consider Rev. Seeley ‘'the noblest 
Roman of them all.” He was on 
hand to do his Master’s bidding 
under almost any circumstances 
and in almost any circumstance. 
I recollect attending a meeting 
at Drury’s Landing one Sabbath 
afternoon, there was a goodly 
turn out, the women went inside 
of the room together with a few 
of the more devote men, but most 
of the men staid outside and 
played cards and pitched dollars 
in hearing of the minister’s voice. 
This was one of Rev. Seeley’s 
regular appointments which he 
made but [ think he wasted a 
good deal of Ckristian labor over 
there among the ‘*suckers,” per- 
haps not. 

In the early part of the winter 
of 1847-48 the carpenter work 
was comunenced on the upper 
part of the church. I helped 
Fred Hoffmeyer get out and put 
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down the floor. Ithink the main 
room was finised in 1848. This 
building was the one taken dowu 
by Clifford & Son to make room 
for their photograph building 
which they now occupy. 

The early churches in Bloom- 
ington and Muscatine were truly 
pioneer churches, they had all 
the requisites, they admired a 
long sermon. 
ing a funeral, the church was 
crowded and I with others had 
to stay outside, the service 
lasted nearly two hours. 

Duriug the troublesome times 
previous to the war of the rebel- 
lion the democrats as well any 
one else could find a home here 
provided they had been immersed. 
Such was not the case in sonie 
of the other churches, but they 
must be immersed for the Baptist 
church. When = that 
ceived new converts they would 
furnish the town with a Sunday 
afternoon entertainment by re- 
sorting to the river. bank. tor 
baptism. I have seen hundreds 
gather to witness the ceremony. 
After the completion of the pres- 
ent church building they no long- 
ermet on the river bank. ‘These 
entertainments sometimes took a 
mirthful turn, especially to the 
by-stander. On one occasion we 
noticed a party wending. their 
way to the river bank and follow- 
ing were four or five candidates 
for immersion, among the num- 
ber was a well built young lady, 
she was: dressed in a fine white 


I recollect attend- 


church re- 


dress, but she had undoubtedly 
never visited Long Branch or any 
other sea side resort and did not 
know of the advantage of having 
woolen underclothes or weighted 
skirts. The bank of the river 
was quite shallow, they had to 
wade out a considerable distance 
to get into water deep enough. 
The minister had a great deal of 
trouble in keeping the young 
lady’s dress down, it would fluat 
up like a_ balloon, but after 
becoming wet it stuck very close, 
thus making the young lady pre- 
sentone of the finest specimens 
of living statuary we.ever saw. 
I think this party did not belong 
to the straight set, but they were 
Baptists all the same. 


Rev. Edwin Eaton who was pas- 
tor of-the Baptist church at the 
dedication of the present edifice 
on the first Sunday in November 
1868, was a very popular minister. 
I am indebted to Rev. Linfield for 
the following extract taken from 
a paper read before the Academy 
of Science, February 1st 1888: 

“Mr. Eator’s poor health com- 
pelling his retirement after five 
years labor. Rev. N. A. Reed 
became pastor in October, 1871, 
and was followed by Rev. A. G. 
Eberhardt in 1876. 

‘““The winter of 1877 was made 
memorable by the labor of Elder 
Hunt and his death during the 


progress of protracted meet- 
ings. Rev. D. T. Richards 


became pastor in the fall of 1878, 
and was succeeded by the present 
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pastor, Rev. G. F. Linfield, in 
1881. 

“During the existence of the 
church the whole number of ad- 
mission is 759, of which 399 have 
been” (by, “baptism... ‘The: ‘first 
baptism in Muscatine was of Mrs. 
Loret Headly, June 26, 1842. Mrs. 
Eliza Washburn has beea a mem- 
ber longer than any one else now 
living, having been baptised Jan. 
18, 1846. 

“A vote of the church is 
recorded Nov. 30, 1844 that a 
Bible class be held which 
was the beginning of the 
present Sunday School believed 
to be the largest in the State, in 
respect to which Mr. Linfield 
mentions that Hon. R. M. Bur- 
nett, the present Superintendent, 


will have served in that office by 
next June, nineteen consecutive 
years.” 

While the Baptist church did 
not start quite as early in our 
town as the Episcopal, the 
Methodist or the Presbyterian, I 
have often thought andstill think . 
that they are the best fitted fora 
Pioneer church of them all. The 
Episcopals had the first church 


| organization here, and built the 


first church building. The Bap- 
tists built their church long be- 
fore the Presbyterians, who led 
the Methodists. The Methodists 
got control of a school house 
that they used for a meeting 
house. The Presbyterians used 
the Episcopal church. The 
Baptist built their own church. 
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PERSONAL 
[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Events for Sixty Years or More by J.P. Walten. 


Written by himself and Read at a Family Reunion, held June t1, 1898. 


Published 


in the Muscatine Saturday Mail June 18, 1898. 


No. 


Sixty consecutive years in one 
community rarely occurs in this 
new state of Iowa. We don't 
think of but one person that will 
fill that role at this time in our 
city. 

On Saturday. the 11th day of 


June, Josiah Proctor Walton cele- 


brated the sixtieth anniversary of 
his landing in Lowa then Wiscon- 
sin territory, at Geneva, three 
miles east of Muscatine, by gath- 
ering his family of three dauygh- 


ters, their husbands and fcur 
grand chiléren, at Evergreen 
Nook, his home in this city. 


There were present J. P. Walton, 
Mary Elizabeth (Barrows) Wal- 
ton wife, her sister Mrs. 
Carrie (Barrows) Fezler; the old- 
est daughter Mrs. Alice (Walton) 
Beatty and her husband James Q. 
deatty; the second daughter, 
Mrs. Lillie (Walton) Hopkinson, 
with ber husband Amos C. Hop- 
kinson aud their two children, 
Cora W. and J. Walton Hopkin- 


his 


73 
son; and the third daughter, Mrs. 
May (Walton) Hoopes, with her 
husband Joseph E. Hoopes and 
their two children, Amy and 
Lindley Hoopes. 

It was their intention to have 
the reunion at the landing place 
and drink water from the same 
sulphur spring that the subject cf 
this sketch drank from sixty years 
ago, but the excessive rains pre- 
vented it, so Evergreen Nook had 
the honor of the reunion and well 
was itentitled to it, fur in 1848 
fifty years before Josiah Walton 
bought the lot, working one hun- 
dred days at carpenter work to 
pay for it. In 1851 he built the 
house and has made his home 
in that house, being 
the lonyest continuous resident 
in one house in the ward if not in 
the city. Vhe house when first 
built was 17x26 feet two stories, 
it has had scven different addi- 
tions at seven 


ever since 


different 
When this house was first 


put on 
times. 
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built and for some years Highth 
street. from Mulberry to Cedar 
impassable, a swamp 
existed near the corners of Wal- 
nut and Eighth streets, Josiah 
Walton cut off the ridge in front 
of his house and hauled the earth 
into the swamp, and cut a drain 
down the north side of Kighth 
street, turning the water toward 
the creek and thus made the street 


Was 


passable at his own expense, with 
the exception of his two days 
road work which the road super- 
visor cridited him with. 


At that time politics did not 
appear to figure much in city 


offices, any oue could run for a 
city offce if he chose and vote 
fur himself and get others to vote 
for him if they would. The 
offices were largely controlled 
by alot of men that were inter- 
ested on Second street, any one 
that was offered as a candidate if 
not satisfactory to their views 
generally got left—thus no im- 
provements were made that did 


not point to Second street. The 
residents along Highth street 


wanted some imiprovements which 
they could not get so they con- 
cluded to offer J. P. Walton as a 
candidate for alderman. Of 
course, the Secund street interest 
objected; they selected W. H. 
Stewart as a candidate, Henry 
Funck was also a candidate. 


On 
election day it turned out that 


Walton had but few votes but 
had secured enough to clect 
Funck and defeat the Second 


street ring. After that Eishth 
street was cunsidered in the city, 
we the street worked and 
made passable except in muddy 
times. We had no sidewalks 
only those laid by subscription 
which was one board wide from 
Cedar to Mulberry streets. On 
one occasion the Presbyterians 
had a social at the parsonage, 
where Fred Daut’s house now 
stauds, Philip Stein was on tie 
council at the time, and he with 
a party of ladies undertook to 
travel over the one-plank walk 
along Highth street to get to the 
parsonage on a dark night. How 
badly Stein and his party got 
stuck in the mudI never knew, 
but he got very mad and at the 
next meeting of the city council 
he had walks ordered forthatlocal- 
ity. Of course, the residents all 
put down walks, but there were 
two vacant lots belonging to F. 
H. Stone who utterly refused to 
put a walk down. 


got 


It wasthen a 


question whether the city could 
collect pay for putting down 


walks when the property owners 
refused, but Stein kept mad long 


enough to have the walk put 
down. J; P. -Waltow did the 
work and took city orders for 


his pay, the cost was taxed up to 
the lots and was paid. 

For years J. P. Walton was a 
guardian to the interests of 
Kiehth street, and other interests 


in bis neighborhood, When it 
became necessary to open Cedar 


street, a bridge near Seventh was 
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required, Walton built the bridge 
for $250 and donated $50 toward 
ior ain right, the city,.or 
county fur the city, paid some 
$150, the remainder was ratsed 
by subscription, Walton circulat- 
ing the paper. When the water 
from Broadway was turned down 
the north side of Eighth street, 
the grade of the street was 
changed; by permission of the city 
council, Walton fixed the grade 
on the east side of the creek so as 
to conform tothe surface of the 
ground and the convenience of 
the property. Nota murmer has 
ever been heard about the grade 
since the change. The property 
has nearly all been improved, if 
the grade had not been changed 
it is doubtful if one-half would 
be improved at this time. When 
gas was extended out Mulberry 
strect, Walton concluded that 
Kighth street wanted it and he 
interested Rev. Father Laurent 
In it, he wanted it in the church. 
This was a mistake on the part of 
Walton at that time tor Hon. 
John Kuopp was a member of the 
city council and be had just had 
with Rev, 
Laurent about the stone gutters 
and worked against the intro- 
duction of gas on Kighth street. 
Walton -had an eye to. busi- 
bad the primaries 
attended to, and John Knopp 
Mite.out and the gas 
fights went in. Before the sani- 
tary sewerage was put in the cel- 
lars along Kiehth 


a misunderstanding 


ness and 


Was 


street were 
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flooded with water, Walton found 
a drain tile could be put in from 
Mulberry to the creek for about 
$50; he drew up a contract with 
the city to putit inand maintaina 
drain for the amounts signed on 
the coutract, which was about 
S60, Walton heading the list with 
$20. The city put 1n the drain 
at a cost of less than $60, and 
they have received $10 each from 
some four or five other parties 
making a profit of $40 cr 350. 
Walton has kept a vigilant eye 
over the drain to keep the 
plumbers from cutting it off. 

When the water works were 
put in it was the intention to 
put Eighth street in the district, 
but Walton fought it so hard it 
was left out, but when the proper 
time came to have a water main 
laid on Eighth street he had the 
tax on the property of that street 
to offer as aninducement. In 
this last water move he had the 
assistance of T. N. Brown who 
had then recently moved into the 
neighborhocd. 

Walton has about concluded 
that the old adage is very nearly 
correct ‘‘That a prophet is not 


without honor save in his own 
neighborhood or among his own 


people.” 

We have got away from our 
starting point, we undertook to 
tel} about the events, of J...P. 
Walton’s coming to Iowa sixty 
years ago. “Te was born in the 
town of New Ipswish, N. H., on 
February 26, 1826; at an early 
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age he moved to the town of An- 
trim. N. H. Here memory thirst 
made an impression on his mind, 
the first think he recollects was 
going fishing in the Contucook 
river. This was perhaps natural 
for while he is not a descendant 
of Izaak Walton, he is a descend- 
ant of Rev. William Walton, who 
was probably a member of the 
same family and who graduated 
at Emanuel college, Cambridge, 
England, taking his degrees in 
1621 and 1625 and came to New 
England before 1634. J. P. Wal- 
ton moved to Lowell, Mass., at 
the age of 4 or 5 years, where he 
obtained a grammar school edu- 
cation, and came to Jowa at the 
age of 12 in 1838; the next ten 
years to 1848, were the most try- 
ing daysof his existence. It was 
the old story of the survival of 
the fiittest. (So much has been 
written of trials and triumphs in 
our former recollections that we 
omit mentioning them now.) In 


1857 he paid a visit to New Ip- 
swich, N. H., and again in 1895, 
and while visiting the scenes of 
his birth place wrote the follow- 
ing description in his note book: 

“Wilder Village, New Ipswich, 
Nor rlasuriieist (31, 2895.0 shea) 
standing and leaning against the 
house I was born 1n, on February 
26, 1826. On my left in the rear 
rises Temple mountain, a little 
further in front is Barret’s moun- 
tain; the place here is now known 
as Wilder’s Village. The old 
mill and dam that my father 
owned when I was born, were 
washed away some twenty years 
ago, the mill pond is grown up 
with trees. A gentleman living 
in Hoston owns the house and 
uses it as a summer resort, he left 
this morning for the city; the 
building is in charge of a neigh- 
bor lady who kindly opened it for 
our inspection. It commenced 
to rain and I was compelled to 
leave the enchanted spot.” 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


The Muscatine Light Guards and the Davenport Fire Department. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail June 25, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


The recent firemens’ tourna- 
ment calls to mind the visit of 
the Davenport firemen to this city 
in by-gone days with other events 
somewhat connected with the oc- 
curence. In the year 1855 or ’56, 
the young men ot our city organ- 
ized a military company. They 
called it the Muscatine Light 
Guards. I think there were 
some thirty or forty in the com- 
pany; they had a beautiful uni- 
form, with white horse tails for 
plumes on their helmets; on the 
whole it was a very nobby suit, 
it cost some $75. Their 
guns were furnished by the state. 
We can recollect but few of the 
members’ names. John H. Wal- 
lace was captain, W. R. Stone, 
O. P. Waters, Ben Beach, and 
perhaps others were lieutenants; 
G. D. Magoon was orderly ser- 
geant; Benjamin Neidig, Sam. 
Dunn, A Johns, George Satter- 
ley, in fact about all the young 
men in the city that could get 


74. 
any money were in the ranks. 
This company was the pet of 


the town, as many of the best 
society young men belonged ioit. 
Any prominent event or celebra- 
tiqn was not complete without 
them. When the railroad was 
opened to Washington they were 
offered a free ride with others of 
our citizens. Of course, the Light 
guards went. They were expected 
to furnish amusement and look 
after the social interests of the 
CiLy. 

Now, it so happened that Dav- 
port at that time wasa city of 
about the size of Muscatine, say 
7,0000r 8,000 inhabitants, and had 
a fire company that they petted 
about the same way we did our 
military company. JI have been 
told that Bob. Littler 
the © chief. On one 
ion this fire company took 
a boat ride and came as far 
as Muscatine, they landed and 
marched through our streets, in 
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full uniform with red shirts, etc., 
but as ‘they had neglected to 
notify Muscatine of their coming 
no one was on hand to receive 
them. They had only fairly 
gone when the papers began to 
pitch into the Light Guards for 
not treating them better. Of 
course, our Light Gaurds were a 
valiant organization and were 
not going to be out done by a lot 
of firemen, so they resolved to be 
courteous and invite the firemen 
to a banquet. Money being a 
needed article they started a sub- 
cription, the business men sub- 
scribed libereally and a sufficient 
amount of funds was thought to 
be in sight, so an invitation was 
sent to the Davenport ‘‘laddies” 
and ther sweethearts. A special 
train was secured on August 6, 
1857, and free transportation was 
furnished which helped to sweil 
the number of expected guests 
wonderfully, the cars were crowd- 
ed and arrived The 
Light Guards were on hand and 
escorted their visitors, ora part of 


on time. 


them, to the old fair grounds, 
where an address trom the cap- 


tain tenaered the freedom of the 
city to them, and was responded 
by Hon. John P. Cook, of Daven- 
port. Dinner then an- 
nounced, it was a little on the 
picnic ordcr but plenty was to be 
The freedom of the city 
was different from the freedom 
of the city of London tendered 
Gen. U.S. Grant, which can be 
seen in the Grant collection at 


was 


had. 


Washington, itis a gold medal 
and was accepted by Grant, he 
paying for his own cigars, 
ete. The difference was the 
Light Guards gave no medal 
but promised to pay for the 
cigars, etc.—at all events the 
Davenporters paid for nothing, at 
least the saloon keepers said so. 
One firm in our city thought they 
knew the habits of the invited 
guests and accordingly donated 
two barrels of whisky, the heads 
of the barrels were knocked out 
aud tin cups were hung around 
on the sides forall to help them- 
selves. This whisky was all 
disposed of; I don’t think fora 
minute that the Davenporters 
drank it all, neither do I think 
that this was all the Davenport- 
ers drank that day. Well, they 
took the town and some of them 
staid a week before they got 
away. Many of them left in the 
afternoon, some with their heads 
full of whisky «nd their hats full 
of cigars. 

“After the ball 
bills began to come in, the com- 
pany. commenced to collect the 
subscriptions, considerable of 
which was repudiated; the boys 
had assessment on 
themselves of $20 each, soon an- 


was over” the 


to make an 


other S20 assessment and then 
a third one was paid when the 


city council came to their aid and 
donated $700. 
proved tov much forthe company, 


This reception 


it eventually broke them up with 
an unpaid debt of $1,400. This 
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day’s reception is supposed to 
have cost or at least bills were 
presented for oyer $3,000. The 
company could not survive the 
reception. 

A year or two afterwards Capt. 
Teller made an effort to and did 
organize a military company; he 
wanted the guus the Light Guards 
had used and got an order from 
General Gordon or some one else 
for them but Captain Wallace 
had given a $200 bond for them 
and refused to let them go with- 
out his bond wascancelled. The 
guns were stored in Chester 
Weed’s warehouse. Chester said 
he would open the warehouse and 
let tiie two factions settle who 
the guns belonged to. Wallace’s 
friends were on hand and threat- 
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ened to knock down the first may 
that touched a gun. Teller's 
friends believed they would and 
did not touch a gun, but got the 
bond cancelled and then took the 
guns. These guns changed 
hands again before they were sent 
to the war. | . 

The other day we were stand- 
ing on a corner talking with a 
couple of men who were formerly 
members of the old Light Guards 
when a squad of Davenport vet- 
eran firemen came along, one of 
our number ventured the remark 
that they were the fellows that 
drank our whisky. We com- 
menced inquiring and several de- 
nied it at first, but recollected it 
afterwards. 


-aanade nis ‘ond oF bons pe 
/? elit. By & hodouet 


pete Spsctileenr-guen MRR» inact 
ne ee ene bib bie. 8) POHtoan sbeee 5 oT 


a ts nw on? ot od py é 
hie poe ain it 940 oft ‘ebiandd 
» iw sgabeltal, ASO # to. Qhi mort ‘sku bas boas 
rhoatiodoigw citi mam, to siquos sete 200 omed RonobIOD Ier909 
elivnye): Sind bho dt le etedmsen oonileW cistge® tod molt rot. 
ony sory nove ite Hanpe a nadw molt 10? booed OOLB x novig bail’ 

to one .ghels sium Gomer. nui -dtiw og msdhisho? boevist bas - 
Haast df Horn sov toda wo dT | balloonaseew hnod eid tuo 
ied) evetliet oi? si9w yod? edd t9teodD ob bamote now lenny - 
“tto2 OW ogdeidw io Snsrb bis toleetD | senodsow etbooW 
ob tsrav0e bag guirivput Losuom bas cevodsiaw ot nego blows — 
Hi bstoolloaey Pid Jeri te Ni doin enw siee anolioad faa atid dol 

#inswistia e'soallaW - 


iy hein ‘bon bad 20 sw esi ‘ 
eee p uae totes: pated: ‘e; 
ae rina? 7 eee =p GR Wt), bow TGR 


By ssn vee dice ene, ko 
f “vi. (alow he -i095 ae 
Jegycr tye ee WG rR aa hl in 
ys Pe ay aw) ie tie Mathias e «ths ~~ 
haa! Dae. ena ivensh eee 
a A MD iopA me srntyaein 
th fy fete neon Roatan 


; Ji bs " 7 ‘ \ a % — we ae "heey: 
Eke eee me at 
Per ss me Rayan Mini Bi 238 ; 
oh a ie C pyite ithe ii cpp " oy me inh a ae, Sa 


~ hae oa Me VS. FOL aN te i 
2m ied ue A) ec 7 Pal ray ies pee if Sp re ey ; 
o : } ih ey, oh alg fh ie } i / he ie ay: ve ' J 
: af af ed kd 
ie 5! Poh, dey Wibeaie bile aT WHE, bn zr on 5 da BS, i ve val 
| ge ve) hd an baila aia hae A Sos 
; lle 8, a) A rn abee «apa a 
be i : v cid, paca ie’ a ee ey es 
basi er ms oy! oy wi Ee Ae ib 9 
a piweas said rst ig i oe a HP eae 
hi ml Af if Rie) Me Spel yt 


| mA ee ma ri it i" 
j= ia. é » Rar Lae g i) ri ray es wy y 1 i 7 


oe 
era 


| RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Early Railroading in and About Muscatine. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 2, 1898; written by 


J ‘P. Walton. 


No. 


February 8, 1854, the first 
ground was broken on the M.& 
M. R. R., now. the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific, on the river 
bank near the freight depot. The 
earth was carried on a tramway 
and deposited along the river 
out side of Front street and the 
grading continued along up Mad 
creek toward Wilton, the big cut 
near the pickle factory was large- 
ly made during the winter of 


1854-5. In the summer of 1855 
railroad iron was ‘landed from 
steamboats on our wharf and 
road building begun towards 


Wilton. A small locomotive and 
a tew flat cars were brought here 
on a barge from Rock Island. 
This the first locomotive 
west of the Mississippi. The en- 
gyine and cars were used to trans- 
port iron and ties for constructing 
A good many of the 


was 


the road. 
ties were made of pine, sawed in 
the mills here. 

I think the junction with the 


75 

road out of Davenport was some 
where east of Wilton, at 
all events the road was 
completed and tormally cpened 
for business on “the 20th 
of November, 1855. A large 


party came from Chicago and 
Davenport; Hon. John Wallace 
who was then mayor of Musca- 
tine, made one of his happy 
speeches, he was followed by 
others and a big dinner was 
served; at night a big ball was 
given, I think in the wareroom. 
of the Nevada millon the east 
side of the Jowa avenue south of 
Third street. Only a _ special 
few in Muscatine were invited to 
the dinner and it took a five dollar 
bill to shout ‘tl won’t go home 
till morning” on the occasion of 
the bail. In the course of a few 
days the Daveuport magnates in- 
vited a select few of our courteous 
business mén to their town where 
they ‘thad a time.” Muscatine 
now had the first eastern railroad 
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connection of any town west of 
Davenport. ‘The first railroad 
bridge across the Mississippi at 
Davenport was not completed un- 
til the spring of 1856 

When the first locomotive was 
brought here in 1855 the questiun 
of water was quite important. 
It was just as necessary as coal is 
toa warship. For the frst few 
days water was dipped up with 
buckets at the mouth of Pap- 
poose creek; the company soon 
got a tank erected on Mad creek 
near where the stock yards are 
now located, the water was 
pumped into it out of the creek 
by hand. The whole tank was 
housed in with a double wall to 
keep out frost and had a stove in 
it to be used in cold weather, 11 
fact all the water tanks in use at 
that time were built in that man- 
ner and it was no uncommon 
thing to hear of a water tank being 
burned down. As the building 
‘of the road progressed there were 
several of these tanks located 
along the track. I think there 
was one on the head of the island. 
I put one up at the slough bridge 
eight miles ont and another one 
at Ononwa, where a well was 
bored down some 300 feet without 
getting asupply cf water. <An- 
other tank was put up at Clifton, 
a station some three miles beyond 
the Iowa river that has now en- 
tirely disappeared. These small 


tanks disappeared when it be- 
came known that a covered 
water tauk would not suffer 


from ice during the winter. Now 
three tanks answer where five 
were used in early days. 

Here let me say a few words 
about our condition when the 
rail road was first built. When 
Iuwa was first settled the local 
trade of the state followed down 
the rivers to the Mississippi, the 


transportation was done with 
wagons. Crossing streams with- 


out bridges was quite troublesome 
so the travel followed down the 
ridges or valleys, for instance 
Cedar, Johnson, Linn, Benton 
and a partof Jones counties trad- 
ed at Muscatine, while Washing- 
ton first named Slaughter county, 
and the western part of Louisa 
county dealt with Burlington. 
When the railroads first began to 
be built in Iowa they crossed the 
streams east and west and turned 
the route of trade their way. 
Muscatine had an eye on the 
trade of Louisa and Washington 
counties and bent an effort to get 
the railroad across the Iowa riyer 
at Columbus Junction, then called 
the Sand Bank, which they did in 
1857 or 58. ‘The ratlroad stopped 
a year or more at the Sand Bank 
where a short side track was 
made not lony enough for more 
than four or five cars, it led off to 
a turning table. Only one trip a 
day was made, and the trains be- 
ing frequently quite large the 
switchman’s skill came in play 
sawing cars on the short switch. 
They had some two hours time at 
the Sand Bank and quite often 
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the whole time was used up in 
switching. 

By getting the railroad across 
Iowa river Muscatine gained 
some trade, and atier a short de- 
lay an effort was made to push 
the road on to Washington, which 
place was reached in the summer 
of 1859, and the extension of the 
iron rails greatly increased this 
city’strade. We had at that time 
two orthree large pork packing 
houses in Muscatine. S. O. But- 
tlerand LeLand & Co. got their 
hog supplies in a great measure 


from Louisa and Washington 
counties. But few hogs were 


shipped past Muscatine during the 
packing season. Summer pack- 
ing was not followed then, cold 
storage not having been invented, 
hence the local packing hcuses 
could do business. 

After the railroad was com- 
pleted to Washington the company 
gave an excursion to that city to 
the business men of Muscatine 
and their friends. It wasa free 
ride and in order tu reach the peo- 
ple wanted tickets of invitation 
were issued. Of course our mili- 
tary company, the Muscatine 
Light Guards, were invited, also 
the Columbus City company. 
When the train arrived at Clifton, 
the nearest point to Columbus 
City, theircompany werearranged 
along the platform; Col. Garner, 
their commanding officer, under- 
took to make some backward 
movement and caught his heel in 
a tie and fell down, the boys 


cheered him lustly, he jumped up 
and got his company on the cars 
that werealready full. The train 


arrived in Washington in 
due time, dinner was ready 
and a good one too; 
the tables were set in the 


court square, everybody walked 
up and helped themselves. It 
appeared to me as though it was 
furnished by the farmers as there 
was plenty of chickens and cake. 
We returned home in good time 
with everybody even the Light 
Guards sober. The compliments 
did not stop here, the railroad 
company extended the same invi- 
tation to the Washington county 
people to visit Muscatine. Come, 
of course they did, the cars were 
so crowded at Washington that 
no more could be crowded in; on 
reaching Ainsworth the plat- 
form was crowded and as it was 
impossible to take the crowd the 
train did not stop but came on to 
Muscatine. A dinner had been 
prepared on the fair grounds big 
enough for any reasonable num- 
ber, LeLana & Co. donated fifty 
cooked hams. I think Joseph 
Green was chief caterer; when he 
found what a crowd was here be 
commenced buying all the melons 
in the market and all that were 
brought in; he secured several 
loads and filled the crowd 
melons. The Washington people 
left here happy and went along 
finely until they struck the grade 
beyond Ainsworth where the 
train came to a stand still, the 
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track had been greased by the 
disappointed guests left on the 
platform in the morning. After 
a couple hour’s delay occupied in 
spinning, scraping, swearing and 


sanding the train started agai, 
arriving in Washington in time 
for the people to get a late sup. 
per. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Early Railroading in and about Muscatine. 


BY J P. 


No. 


In continuation of my two last 
articles on excursions I will ven- 
ture to relate another one or two. 
When the Muscatine Western 
railroad was built across the Iowa 
river and outalong the English 
river as far as South English, 
J. M. White and other leading 
citizens of that place thought it 
would be a good plan to invite 
the business men of Muscatine 
to visit South English. A train 
was secured and the different 
business interests of Muscatine 
were ‘‘off to the frout,’’—ihe end 


of the road at South English. It 
was a cold rough  blustering 
October day. The people of 


WALTON. 


76. 

South English furnished a sub- 
Stantial dinner, it was a little on 
the barbeque order, and it was 
quite amusing tosee some of our 
epicures enjoying a hunk of 
bread and a slice of cold becf but 
hunger treated all alike and when 
appeased all appeared to be 
happy. 

A great number of country peo- 
ple living 1n the vicinity of South 
English came in to enjoy the 
meeting; of course they brought 
their dinner and spread their 
feast in groups by themselves, 1 


looked around and where I 
thought there appeared to 
be the most bountiful spread, 
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Peeaseen it: they’ did’ not 
want some help to dispose of 
their dinner; of course they did, 
and I helped them. After din- 
ner the crowd collected 1n the lee 
of Mr. J. M. White’s store and 
listened to one of John Irish’s 
best speeches. 

Our train consisted of a ca- 
boose, a smoker, and about three 
day coaches. When got 
started home some of our passeu- 
gers became very hilarious for 
Sume Cause not neccessary to ex- 
plain. This hilarity originated 
in the smoker and spread its way 
backwards. I occupieda seat in 
the middle of the train, yet near 
enough to hear. There were 
quite a number of our German 
acquaintances on the cars, and 
they made the welkinring in true 
Teutonic style. Althougk it was 
late before we got home we did 
not get sleepy. 

In former years if the people 
of this city got upa railroad ex- 
cursion to Davenport a train could 
be hired and be hauled at any 
time desired. The price, if I 
recollect aright, was $60 for one 
car or $50 each for two or mre 
for the round trip. On one oc- 
casion the republicans of Daven- 
port got Robert Ingersol to speak 
and also had a grand torch light 
display, and the republican of 
this city wanted to hear the noted 
speaker. ‘The fare by of 
Wilton was about $2.50 forthe 
round trip. Dr. Farley anda few 
others commenced to canvass for 


we 


way 


the sale of tickets at $1 and soon 
found they could sell one hundred 
so they secured two cars. This 
did not include the caboose car. 
When starting time came there 
were some 250 people on hand, 
they filled the cars and the ca- 
boose standing full, and when 
the train got to Wilton more peo-_ 
ple climbed on. Dr. Farley had 
made the arrangements and got 
the crowd, but did not provide a 
cunductor. It finally fell to my 
lot to act as conductor, I had no 
puuch but was quite well known 
and could shout. “tickets.” ~ I 
tore off the corner of each ticket 
in place of punching it, whena 
man had no ticket I supplied him 
one fcr his dollar. I collected 
considerable money and some 
Straight railroad tickets bought 
by mistake. I turned the funds 
over to Lyman Banks, captain of 


the republican’ club. We 
got. to Dayenport all right, 
and there was a univer- 
sal clamor for another car 


to return in; Farley and some one 
else went to Mr. Kimbal and 
asked him to accommodate them. 
Kimbal offered to do it if they 
would pay for another car. Far- 
ley and his companion came back 
very much disappointed, and at 
the suggestion of the republican 
central committee I was requested 
to go and see Mr. Kimbal as I 
was better acquainted with him 
than any of ‘the other managers. 
Lconsented togoin company with 
Hon. John A. Pickler. We went 
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to the railroad official’s office; he 
thought it proper if he 
turned out another car for our 
use that he should have pay for 
it. Itis hardly necessary torelate 
the arguments we used, it is 
enough tosay that when the train 
pulled up to the station for us to 
return on there 
attached. A vote of thanks was 
tendered Mr. Kimbal tor bis gen- 
erosity. 

Sunday School excursions by 
river are of very recent origin. I 
think the Methodists first intro- 
Cuced them about 1870. ‘They 
sent some one to the Rock Island 
arsenal and got permission to 
have a picnic dinner on the island. 
I joined the party forthe purpose 
of visiting the grounds; before 
starting I secured a letter of in- 
troduction to Gen. Rodman, who 
was in command. As soon as 
the boat landed J with two others 
star.ed for headquarters which 
in the wld .Col. Davenport 
residence. The general was on 
the front porch, we introduced 
ove another, The rest of the 
crowd were on-the look out for 
picnic grounds where they could 
have their dinner, they received 
their instructions where to go. I 
presented my letter of introduc- 
tion, 1t was well received and we 
were treated finely. He informed 
us that he was looking for mater- 
ial to build the present buildings 
and that he had just been to 
Joliet to examine the stone but 
he had heard that Muscatine nad 


Was 


was another car 


was 


———————— LNT 
fine brick and 1f he cous 
secure good brick he would yx. 
them in place of stone. I wes 
uot in the brick business, neithe: 
did I have any idea what he wa, 
going to build or of the numbyr 
of brick he would want. 
home and mentioned tt to some 
of cur brick makers and tried to 
get them interested in it but tu 
no purpose, there did not seem tu 
be any one to look after it. 


very 


I came 


I hed visited Rock Island tu 
See the wonders, ‘etc.;. and, of 
course, if there was any place 


that visitors were not admitted 
that was the place I wanteu to 


go. Now, 1t so happened that 
the island of Rock Island had 


been used during the war of the 
rebellion as a_ rebel prison, the 
barracks and yard were yet stand- 
ing, all of which were supplied 
with wells. The yard was used 
to storecaptured rebel ordinances, 
etc., and was closed to visitors. 
My brother, who had been there 
shortly before, informed me that 
in that yard was the most inter- 
esting articles or the island, but 
it took a special permit and a 
guide to get in there. I applied 
to the general for a permit for 
myself and a few friends, he 
informed me that if I would re- 
port at the office after dinner 
with alist of those I wanted to 
go with me the request would be 
granted. While in the office in 
came one of the men inthe gov- 
erniment employ stating he had 
located the picnic party on the 
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aud would 
where they would 
that a dead 
rabbit was in the well where they 
were. Gen. Rodman’s reply was 
‘that rabbit must be taken out.” 
Aftcr a pause of quite a while he 
said ‘tyou station 


ground designated 
like to know 


get water, stating 


one at 
the gun vard gate and pass water 
out for their use ” 

It so happened I had no writing 
paper-with me and as my applica- 
tion for admittance to the gun 
yard with the list of my friends 
had to be made in writing I ap- 
plied to W.S. Richie who tore a 
leaf from his memorandum book 
to write the nameson. I wrote 


some 


the names of a few friends and 
presented it to the general, he 
read it and ordered a certain man 
to accompany us. It no sooner 
leaked out that Walton had got 
permission to go in the forbidden 
grounds than nearly all the school 
wanted to go, so we took the per- 
mit and wrote thirty or more 
names on it, and they and twice 
their number presented them- 
selves as Walton’s friends and 
all were admitted. 

This first Sunday school excur- 
sion to Rock Island was a profit- 
able one, and other 
soon followed. 


excursions 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Railroad Building in the Early days of Lowa. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 16, 1898; written by 
J Pb. Walton. 


No. 


I have been requested to write 
my recollections of early railroad 
building. 

In December 1852 the Missis- 
sippi & Missouri Railroad com- 
pany was incorporated under the 
laws ofIowa. ‘The tncorporators 
were John B. Jarvis of New 
York. Jas. KE. Sheffield of New 
Haven, John M. Wilson, Henry 
Farnam and N. B. Judd of Chi- 
cago; Ebenezer Cook, James 
Grant, Hiram Price and John P., 
Cook of Davenport. The raifroad 
company organized a construction 
consisting of Henry 
Farnam and others mostly of 
their own men thus keeping 
everything in their own hands, 
The railroad company would go 
to a county or townalong the line 
and say to the cilizens, you take 
stock in the company to the 
amount of one-third of the cost 
of building the road, estimating 
the same at $10,000 a mile, and 


company 


Fats: 


the compary will build the road. 
The stock could be taken by pri- 
vate subscription or by issuing 
bonds by the county and city for 
a part of it.. As soon as the 
funds were raised the railroad 
company would contract with the 
construction company to build the 
road for $10,000 a mile, one third 
would be paid by the proceeds of 
the subscription, and railroad 
bonds were issued by the M. & M. 
railroad company and _ turned 
over to the costruction company 
for the other two-thirds. 

With our road everything 
was turned over to the construc- 
tion company to locate and build 
it. The company made several 
surveys, as railroad companies 
are proverbial fur doing; they 
runa line down the river from 
Davenport west of where the 
southwestern branch of the 
C., R. I. & P. road now runs, an- 
other from Muscatine westa little 
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south of where the Muscatine 
Western now runs, and another 
from Davenport west along where 
the the main line of the Rock 
Island now runs. In order to se- 
cure support from the leading 
points they had to interest some 
of:the leading business men by 
giving tnem advantages that the 
outsiders did not know of. In 
Daveuport, Cook and Sargent 
were the favored men, perhaps 
Hiram Price may have been one 
of the selected few. In Muscatine, 
Green & Stone were the choice, 
they knew where the towns and 
depots were to be located in time 
to purchase the tands. The 
towns of Wilton and Ononwa 
were alloted to Green & Stone, 
while Cook & Sargent were better 
provided for inthe choice to enter 
government lands with warrants 
to the extent of several thousand 
acres. The other railroad men 
got the remainder of the wild 
land along the main line from 
Wilton to Davenport. 

This new prairie land was very 
rich but was so far from timber 
that no one entered it or cared to 
veniure out ou it. After the rail- 
road was built the small towns 
started, the farms began to be 
developed, and by the time of the 
breaking out of the war in 1861 
quite a population had settled 
along the line and had raised 
good crops of corn In 18621 
had occasion to goto Durant to 
move the depot for the railroad 
¢ mpany; I had to board witha 


farmer; it was in the fall, the 
farmer got out of coaland had no 
money to buy more of it, he was 
also out of wood and would have 
had to haul it six miles if he got 
any so he burned corn for fuel. 
‘Te claimed he could make money 
by staying at homeand gathering 
his crop instead of going away 
for fuel. It looked somewhat 
hard to us, but I think he was 
correct, corn was worth only 10 
cents a bushel. 

To provide funds and build the 
railroad, subscription papers were 
started for stock, this was all to 
be paid in installments bvt no 
stock was to be issued until it was 
ali paid. A considerable amount 
was taken and much of it paid 
for. The Rock Island railroad 
from Chicago to Rock Island had 
been built in a similar manner 
aud had proved to be a fair in- 
vestment to the stockholders. 
The county was called on to vote 
to issue bonds to take stockina 
railroad. 

We make the following extract 
from the old Muscatine City Direc- 
tory published in 1856,on page 24: 
“At the April (1853) election, 
the question of loaning $55,000 to 
the lowa Western Railroad com- 
pany, to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from Muscatine to 
Oskaloosa, was decided in the 
affirmative, notwithstanding the 
strenuous opposition to it in 
Wapsinonoc and Moscow town- 
ships. A similar propositon had 
been lost the preceding year, on 
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account of some misunderstand- 
ing. In June, Messrs. Farnam 


and others, representing the Mis- 
sissippi and Missouri Railroad 
Company, proposed to the officers 
of the Iowa Western Railroad 
Company to build three lines of 
railroads from. Muscatine—viz: 
to Oskaloosa, to Davenport, and 
Cedar-Rapids—provided one-third 
of the means for their construc- 
.tion should, be raised by locai sub- 


scription and taxation. This 
_proposal was accepted, and 
on the third day of October a 


Joan of $150,000 for the purpose 
.was voted by the county. Feb. 
8, 1854, ground was broke on the 
Muscatine and Oskaloosa railroad 
‘by the M.and M. R. R. Cy.” 
The bonds were issued and 
handed over to the railroad com- 
pany, they in turn were passed 
into the innocent hands of the 
construction company, who dis- 
posed of them as they chose, but 
to make them more valuable, the 
railroad stock left in the 
‘hands of a trustee. I think John 
A. Dix, of New York, hela the 
stock as vouchers and that thein- 
terest and final payment of the 
bonds were made according to 
-agreement. One would naturally 
ask why such a foolish deal was 
-made, ‘The fact was the people 
were crazy forarailroad and were 
willing to doanything to get one 
from any where, and the railroad 
company knew it and acted ac- 


Was 


cordinely. 


nothing but wild-cat money in 
circulation. Exchange on New 
York was worth frum 5 to 10 per 


cent premium and _ frequently 
more. During the years of 1857- 


58-59 I worked tor the ratlroad 
company building bridges, tanks 
and station houses. The pay 
days were very irregular, fre- 
quently a paymaster would come 
around with a supply of money 
and pay off the men and contrac- 
tors. Usually before they could 
realize on the money the banks 
that issued it were at’a discount 
of 50o0r 75 per cent—the money 
had been sent out to unload on 
the railroad employes. I never 
lost much but I had usually to 
wait from three to six months for 
my piy. ; 

The interest on the bonds had 
to be paid in New York and it be- 
came quite burdensome to pay it, 
for.the city had a similar amount 
in a similar condition, and the 
tax-payers began to complain. 

Now, it so happened that we, 
like many other communities, bad 
a lot of ‘‘professional” men who 
were willing to and did help us 
to get in debt and were willing 
to help us get out of paying tt iu 
any way but a straight one, pro- 
vided they the lion’s share 
tor doing it, but their share had 


got 


to come any how. They were 
loud talkers and had meetings 


called and generally denounced 
the railroad swindle and all that 
were in it, and a general repudi- 


After the panic of 1857 we had ation of the bonds followed. 
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They soon got into the courts 
and so manipulated the state 
courts as to yetadverse decisions. 
The people cf Muscatine thought 
they were out of the scrape, but 
a law was passed by congress to 
collect some of the repudiated 
debts in the southern states after 
the war of the rebellion and that 
caught us. 

It so happened that the Chica- 
wo, Rock Island & Pacific rail- 
road gobbled up the M. & M. road 
and in the process the M. & M. 
went into the hands of a receiver, 
B.F. Allen, of DesMoines. Musca- 
tine county had some stock that 
had to be disposed of in some way 
and finally something less than 
$20,000 was paid into the county 
treasury. The city never got 
anything back. As nearas I can 
firure it out the railroad cost the 
county somewhere between $250,- 
000 and $300,000. The county 
received annually in taxes 
about $12,000 which 


Was 


Neate, per cent; on: the 
cost. The city has'a debt of 
$300,000 hanging over it that 
was the result of thisM. & M. 
railroad deal. It was well enough 
for the city as we could not get 
along without the railroad but 
we paid dearly for it. 

Had the people of Muscatine 
been a little more independent 
and not voted so liberally, the 
main line of the M. & M. rail- 
road could have been forced down 
along the river, or we could at 


least have stopped its be- 
ing constructed through Du- 


rant, Walcott,and other towns, for 
we put in about all the money 
the company had. Davenport 
and Scott county put in less than 
$60,000, that 1s if I have been 
correctly informed, and the city 
of Davenport eventually got its 
money back in paved streets. 

Our city debt is very much re- 
duced and is being reduced all 
the while. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 
| SUEL FOSTER. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 23, 1898; written by 
J] bP. Walton. 


No. 


On the west side of Walnut 
street north of the alley, near the 
end of the high bridge, stood a 
small brick building; it was 
erected about 1846 or °47 and was 
the home of one of Bloomington’s 
most prominent citizens, SUEL 
Foster. He was a native of 
Hillsboro, N. H., born on August 
26,1811. He was a descendant 
of the early coionial families of 
Massachusets, his muther being 
a first cousin of the historian, 
George Bancroft, Suel himself 
had a great faculty for writing 
and relating historical items, al- 
though few if any have ever been 
compiled and published. He was 
the son of a farmer, who. with 


hard work among the New 
Hampshire hills, succeeded in 


accumulating enough to give his 
son a common school education, 
At the age o! 20 he started out 
tor himself, went to Nochester, 
N. Y., worked on a farm for one 
year for $11 per month; he then 


took his accumulated wealth and 
Jaid in a peddler’s stock and fol- 
lowed the peddling business for 
some three years in that locality. 

Here let me say that the Yan- 
kee peddler over run .all_ the 
northern and some of the south- 
ern states, in the eastern states 
it was considered a very reputable 
occupation, while in the western 
States, where the Yankee school 
master had not been, their repu- 
tation was not so guod. J think 
it was more the want of educa- 
tion than the fault of the peddler. 
Since peddling has passed into 
the hands of the foretgners few 
are willing to own that they were 
ever cugaged in the business. 

In 1835 Suel Foster spent a 
year in school, studying book- 
keeping and surveying, and in 
the spring of 1836 he, in com- 
pany with his brother, Dr. John 
H. Foster, started west; at St. 
Luuis they separated, the doctor 
went to Chicago and became very 
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wealthy by the advance on real 
estate, and Suel went to Rock 


Island. In August, 1836, Suel 
and his brother made a visit to 


Bloomington (Muscatine) a town 
recently laid out, aud they pur- 
chased a sixth interest in the 
town of Captain Benjamin Clark, 
father of the present Captain 
Clark of Buffalo, for the sum of 
$500. The town had been sur- 
veyed but a few weeks before and 
was half a mile square. At that 
time there were but two houses in 
the town. 

James Casey had laid out his 
town of Newburg which joined 
Bloomington on the southwest. 
I presume it had one or two 
houses. 

Sunel=Foster came here to live 
in February, 1837, and remained 
here until the day of bis death, 
January 21, 1886, except a short 
time of about a year that he spent 
in California. In 1842 he engaged 
in the mercantile business with 
J.W. Richman and continued in it 
for four years until 1846. They 
built a two-story frame building 
about 20x40 feet on Front street 
just above the avenue. At one 
time the firm of Foster & Rich- 
man were among the leading mer- 


chants of Bloomington.  Suel 
Foster was the gallant of 


the townin its early days, being 
sharp, quick witted, a fine talker, 
and agreeable to every one, 
more especially the fair sex. He 
had several rivals, howeyer, such 
as IT’. M. Isett, Chester Weed and 


some half dozen more. Suel wa 
finally captured by Miss Sarah J. 
Hastings, sister of Hon. S. C. 
Hastings. Their marriage oc- 
curred on October 8, 1847; they 
commenced housekeeping in the 
brick building first described and 
remained there until Suel went to 
California in 1850. After his re- 
turn he located on the land where 
he died, and where his widow 
now lives. 

In stature Suel Foster was 
about 5 feet 11 inches high, 
weight about 150 pounds, a tall, 
angular man. The boys about 
town used to say that there was 
but one homlier man in the place, 
and that was Theodore Parvin. 
Foster wasa great walker, on one 
occasion he was in Des Moines, 
the roads were very muddy, the 
only manner of conveyance from 
there home was by stage to Kel- 
log and rail from there to Musca- 
tine. Trains run but once a day 
and the stages tried to connect 
with them. Suel had some 
disagreement with the driver who 
would not let himon, and wanted 
him to wait until an extra was 
made up. Suel concluded the ex- 
tra would not start until the next 
day so he started on foot and 
traveled the forty miles to Kellog 
and made his connection with the 
train while the stage did not. 

After Suel Foster went out of 
the mercantile business he went 
into the land business, he bought 
largely but dic not sell as he ex- 
pected to and soon found himsel! 
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‘land poor,” without means to 
to improve, and with interest and 
taxes piling up against him. His 
selections were good and he got 
out without serious loss, but had 
his confidence in land speculation 
lessened. He hada great faculty 
for conceiving new schemes for 
the public good. When the state 
fair met here in 1856 the direc- 
tors and superintendents had a 
meeting one evening to arrange 
the business of the State Agri- 
cultural Society. Suel Foster was 
present and offered a resolution 
asking the legislature to use its 
best efforts to secure an appropri- 


ation of lands tor an agricul- 
tural college. Suel explained 


his idea, it was new toall present 
but it passed all the same. Suel 
Foster followed it up andthe 
Iowa State Agricultural College 
was the result. He was on the 
board of directors and its presi- 
dent for some five or six years. 
While Suel Foster made little or 
nothing out of this scheme the 
state has gained immensely from 
its benefits, 

Suel Foster was always in for 
improvements, he took an active 
part. in our various railroad 
schemes and was a strong advo- 
cate of the Heunepin canal. 
Shortly after his return from 
California he went in with Chas. 


Negus in the nursery business, 
They occupied the land on 
the north side of HKighth 


street east of Mulberry. When 
the firm of Foster & Negus closed 


up, Suel started the Fountain Hi!) 
nursery out in the west part of 


the city. He expected to run his 
fountain with a hydraulic ran 
placed in the west branch ot 


Pappvoose creek, the stream was 
smal] and the lift near 150 feet. 
The water came very slow, being 
a mere dribble, only about five or 
six barrels of water were raised 
inaday. The ram stood down 
in the creek with noone to watch 
it and every boy that passed 
along and hearing the pounding 
noise had to investigate it, these 
investigations kept it out of order 
and Foster had to give up the 
fountain. I think Foster never 
made much on the nursery but 
while in the business he intro- 
duced the Catalpa tree as an 
ornamental tree. I think Foster 
made some money On this scheme 
but the buyers never did. In 
order to introduce his Catalpa 
trees he claimed they were yery 
durable. He got permisson of 
the board of supervisors to plant 
two posts, one Red Cedar the 
other Catalpa, in the west corner 
of the court house square. The 
Catalpa rotted off in three or four 
years but the Red Cedar stood un- 
til it removed for stone 
steps some fifteen years later. 
While engaged in the nursery 
business Suel Foster introduced 
many varieties of fruit. The 
Wealthy apple was brought here 
by him and seems to stand the 
test of cold winters 
well as any other 
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duced by anv one. He builta 
conservatory and started to ratse 
plants for market but was not 
very successful as a gardener and 
had to give it up. Mr. Foster 
could be considered a reformer. 
He was a strong temperance man 
and though he was compelled to 
make cider from the waste apples 
he never permited it to get hard, 
either boiled it or made vinegar. 
In order to use his waste apples 
he put up an Aldau dryer, the 
building is still standirg, but I 
think it was not used to any 
greatextent. He was a member 


of the Congregational church and 
sided with Rev. A. B. Robins on 
the anti-slavery question, and, of 
course, was a republican. 

Mr. Foster was not always suc- 
He 


cessful in his reformatious. 


made one attempt that proved too 
much for him. that was the bar. 
He claimed that there was nota 
bigger set of genteel rascals left 
out of the ‘‘pen” than the lawyers. 
He wrote articles condemning 
the legal practices and appeared 
in court and presented his griev- 
ances and charges, and asked the 
ceurt tu make reforms in 1ts man- 
ner of dispatching business, Of 
course, it amounted to nothing— 
only a laughing stock for the 
profession. I have often thought 
if Mr. Foster had adopted the 
style that Captain Marryatt did 
in his midshipman esay to rcform 
the British navy or as Charles 
Dickens did in his Pickwick 
Paper to reform the prison life, 
he would have accomplished the 
needed reform. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


SUEL FOSTER. 


Continued. 


-Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail July 30, 1898; wrilten by 
Lo) Po Walton, 


No. 


In our last we stated that Mr. 
Foster was a cousinof the histor- 
jan George Bancroft, and 
possessed the faculty of writing 
history. As one of his produc- 
tions we publish the following: 
FIRST PROPRIETORS OF THE CITY 

OF MUSCATINE. 

‘At the close of the Black 
Hawk war iu May, 1833, George 
Dayenport, the Indian trader who 
lived on Rock Island, sent a small 
stock of goods down here bya 
Mr. Farnham, who built a small 
double log cabin. This cabin 
stood on Water street, just above 
Iowa avenue. The place was 
called Grindstone Bluff. Mr. 
Farnham died in about two years 
and Major Davenport sold the 
claim to John Vanata. Ulam in- 
formed byJ.P. Walton that thedate 
of the Davenport quit claim deed 
to Johu Vanata was Jfebruary 20, 
1835. Itis doubtful whether Mr. 
Farnham should be considered an 
actual settler as he was only the 


79. 


avert of Davenport. Mr. Vanata 
sold one half of his claim to Cap- 
tain Benjamin Clark, of Ciark 
ferry, with a view of laying out 
a town here. This claim was 
half a mile square and a 
quarter of a mile up and down 
the river from the trading house. 
Mr. John Vanata wasa soldier in 
the Black Hawk war, after which 
he was for a time with Major 
George Davenport Mr. Vanata 
moved from Rock Island here in 
the fall of 1835. About that 
time J. W. Casey came from 
Cloverpurt, Ky., and madea claim 
immediately below Vanata’s, the 
division line of which was near the 
lower end of the present freight 
depot, 100 feet east of Spruce 
street. Mr Casey put upa log 
cabin in the fall of 1835 under 
the bluff, on a high bauk of the 


river, just below the foot of 
Broadway, making his home 


while at work at his cabin at Mr. 
B. Nye’s at the mouth oat Pine 
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creek, twelve miles up the river. 
Benj. Nye was probably the first 
actual settler of the county, hav- 
ing settled at the mouth of Pine 
creek in 1834. 

_**The first survey of the oldcst 
claim of Muscatine into town lots 
was made in May, 1836, by Maj. 
Wm. Gordon, lived at the 
mouth of Pine creek, who was a 
military educated man and a sur- 
veyor. ‘The proprietors named 
the town Bloomington. 

“Phe Black Hawk purchase, a 
new district of country was just 
opened for settlement on the west 
bank of the Mississippi river, 
extending 250 miles north from 
the state of Missouri, and from 
40 to 80 miles in width. It wasa 
land of great attraction for new 
settlers frcm Indiana, Ohio, Ken- 


who 


tucky and Pennsylvania, Many 
of them coming with their 
wagons, families, stock and 


movables, and crossing the river 
at Clark's ferry, induced the pro- 
prietor to believe that he had a 
better place for a town site than 
Bloomington was, and = accord- 
ingly Capt. Clark sold his inter- 
est in this town, myself being 
the purchaser of his last interest, 
August, 1834, it being one undi- 
vided sixth of the central 
quarter section, my interest bemy 
about 90 lots for $500, Ou 
the same property there was a 
tax in 1839 of $2,800 for the pur- 
pose of building a court house 
Iam nut able to give the names 
of all the joint partners as first 


part 


proprietors of the city, but can 
name the most of them. It must 
be recollected that the settlement 
was begun three years before the 
land came in market, and when 
our title was only a claim, which 
was considered to bea privilege 
to buy the land at $1.25 per acre 
when it came in market. In the 
central and oldest part of the 
town the following persons were 
the principal proprietors: John 
Vanata, T. M. Isett, Suel Foster 
and J. W. Nealley, each owning 
one-sixth part. Those owning 
smzaller shares were Moses Couch, 
and several others at Burlington, 
and Wm. D. Abernathy, of Illi- 
nois. Proprietors of the lower 
addaition were Lyman C. Hine, 
Wim. St. John, Henry Reece and 
brothers, J. and G. Pettibone, A. 
Whiting, Alex. Smith, and Breese 
& Higinbotham. Upper addition: 
Chas. H: Fish, Chas. A. Warfield, 
Dr. Lewis McKee and others. 
Titles were obtained of the gov- 
erument at a Jand sale in Bur- 
lington, November, 1838, for that 
part of the city in township 77, 
north; and that part of the city 
lying in 76, north, the land sale 
in March, 1839. Wehad a 
book of records of our claims, 
which the legislature of the ter- 
ritory legalized, and made such 
claims property—real estate— 
subject to execution. Many a 
serious aud bitter quarrel arose 
between the neighbors, on ac- 
count of conflicting claims. Sev- 
eral circumstances caused these 
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conflicts. One was that the 
claims were made before the gov- 
ernment surveys were, and when 
the section lines and subdivisions 
were imade they often ran through 
towns, farms and claims. These 
difficulties were settled by arbi- 
tration of three men or beforea 
justice’s court and jury, either of 
which was made legal by statute 
of law. Another source of con- 
flict was, what amount of im- 
provement constituted a good and 
valid claim? and what time of 
residence ur what time of absence, 
should forfeit the claim. 

‘“Amone the first settlers of 
the county was Benj. Nye, Hsq., 
who settled at tne mouth of Pine 
river, in the year 1834 ur early in 
1835, which was previous to any 
permanent settlement at Musca- 
tine. There were three or four 
settlers down the Slough road in 
-1835, and early in the spring ot 
1836 many settlers came in— 
among them Thomas Burdett, 
Samuel Gilbert, James and Wil- 
liam Chambers and Mr. Franklin, 
who settled at Fairport, and Bar- 
kalow who settled near the north 
corner of the city and had a corn 
field on the level ground on both 
sides of the east end of E:ghth 
street, in 1836—having made his 
settlement in 1835—and he, with 
his son and son-in-law, Mr.White, 
claimed one mile square, includ- 
ing the upper addition to the 
town, the Smalley the 
Ovilvie lands, and a part of the 
Isett and Weed lands.”’ 


lands, 


The old claim cabin which 
Barkalow built is still pee he 
and is occupied. 

Mr. Foster’s version of the 
origin of the nameof Muscatine, 
as published in the April, 1872, 
number of the Annuals of Iowa, 
is likely correct in the main. 
Mr. Foster says: 

“On reading Bancroft’s His- 
tory, some years ago, in it I 
found a tribe of Indians of this 
name, and I have no doubt the 
name was brought here by them, 
before the Sacs and Musquakies 
came here. He says: ‘At the 
last village on Fox river ever 
visited by the French, were Kick- 
apoos, Muscoutins and Miamis 
who dwelt togetner on a beautiful 
hill in the center of the prairies 
aud magnificent proves, * * * 
Marquette begged two guides 
of these. Indians to _ pilot 
them to the portage from the Fox 
to the Wisconsin river, when he 
and his companion Joliet went on 
their voyage and first discovered 
the upper Mississippi river.’ 
They ‘were the first white men 
who trod the soil of Iowa,’ June 
Soparione tL) Conjecture that (2 
remnant of the Muscoutins, 
soon after this, were driven from 
Wisconsin, and formed a lodge 
upon the beautiful plains of Mus- 
catine Island. The Sacs and 
Foxes knew nothing of the origin 
of this name.” 

When we went on the Muscatine 
Island in 1842, 
mains of an Indian 
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village of 


ytikew ida wists ito of'T 
anthnaia ite ei ftind woinlied, 
.boiquoco ai bus 
vt) 7 nue ¢1se0o1 al. 
ois teentan 91, lo: ‘niyivo 
i6l Jingd. odd at boreildug es 


ol Jewksor de. sdt-te podanee- 


qiom 3}. mi logos ylowit: ai 
() egne wet aM 

JH eSlownasll yarbssr O"' 
} ti mh jogs eteog” sttoa 
eid) lovensibal 26 adit 2 brnot 
sd} Jdwob om sved 1 hee ,aven 
moi) ¢d sed Mbyiowd anw. dima 
wiieupem bre 2s os) stolod 
wild JAS cayee oF] -o7oel) oma 
1979 1948i3 2OF no vuellix sent 
“HOLA er ethowey od) 2d Lotivly 
“ions bas anidodorulA OO. 
essed Ste SMe tiswh odw 
esienaq sill To 1S)ee> ons ai id 
“_“ % \sevorgossticgnan bis 
“biog owh bypyed atiaugr als 
Joliq. ©} ‘emmiBal’ . seotlt to 
xo oti eto) opabtog od? of mod) 
od nodw ,19viy giznoodi A sdf o9 
1o Stew juidol aotangmoo vid bus 
barsvougiis terti bes agave wood) 
‘avin iqnieneetld. ieqqy ot 
om aa deat ort oyow* yodE 


vol: "amok de: aioe adh bophodve 
more bat has wsiv ed? lo 1802 © 


Ad ade Aetna Bis 4d. 28 


wnitueoruhl ». ‘axte aig -dgemoay 


meovl nyyvirh. sree cist) tots mone 
vubot © bamnd bes jeter’ 
ou lh Wweniehy tuted od) noo 
bus e38@ wd Pe» Siestel . cmdes 
ound od? lo gnidjuny sad toxo'h 


“oarat aid) lo od? ot mulls Noga anh 
‘ciamanhaiiieiedianammsient volt! ebtst 5 

“8s gow ope SHBD me Darelel ede: do-taq 8 
ke. dystler re 


ont Judlpk pus 


IF + 
‘<1 


 ebifines 
“vou sit obem 919W ammisio 
aoiw bow .19w eqoviwe Insmow 
ecomivibdue bns eonti worse oid 


‘dguord? met pofto yods obaw 19 
seodT: - emints, bas- eats jet wor 


das Uo haltiee si9w esidtuoiftip 


6 doled Ww asm Seid! to, BOTs. 


to roddr9 frie baw ues Hovlteut 
viulale ¢¢ Iegel obsm enw toidw 
-tr09' To sone tedtouA . o.wel to 
to Jngome hedw ow soit 
bas booy s betmsisenos tusmeverg 
to smi} Jedwo pas Srrists bilsy 
oonsed 6 lo sani tashw ww s9nebieot 
0) 0 tthe ped 119970) blyode 
lo azisitiog tex od? ynomA” 


ped or dpe enw aienes. od - 


9niF lo divem oul ts bolttes ow | 
ot qitss ty PhBE tse9y ont wi) 197i7, 

Us of enoiveng anw doidw esa | 
-so2ul4 18 Jasnolijos tuonsim19q 

wol 10 s99d) o9ew o19d'}) yonis 
wi bro dguol@ ot} awob arolitee 
to Boinga sdb @b vlie. bus SE8r- 
—1 959, ¢19l?bee yas. db8! 
Aton esmodT mod) yrontes 
“iW bas corel dli, loams2 
miblosy 2M bas erediasdO ariel | 
16 bas ogre 36 bollise ow — 
died oft tase balioe. fy wolnl 


died to bavery fovelediae blot — 
diddy to bus fess 01) Io esbie 
eid sbam yolvad—dlet-ni doore 
diitw ,sd hom2tAl ob toomalgioe 
Mido wel-ni-cee bus nosed ; 
“bloat oupe slim one bombsls 


=259— 


much older date than the last 
Sacs and Foxes, some two miles 
below the city. I have many of 


their trinkets that I picked up 
here, 


- [RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Suel Foster, with History of Bloomington. 


Continued. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail August 6, 1898; written by 
: J P. Walton. 


No. 


Suel Foster was a yoluminous 
newspaper writer. He always 
signed his name to his articles. 
Many of the articles were on 
Farming, Horticulture and kin- 
dred subjects, and were quite 
readable for those in these lines 
of work, while to others. not 
interested in the subjects the 
title and the author’s name were 
all that was read. He would 
frequently write articles on the 
weather, and on one occasion he 
condemned the grouud hog theory 
so popular among the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch. A gentleman of 
our city took him up and quite a 
newspaper controversy followed. 


80. 


We had a comic artist in our city 
by the name of John McGreer, 
who was in the hat business; he 
took every occasion to advertise 
his business by painting comic 
pictures on barns and tences all 
over the county. This ground 
hog controvery gave him a good 
opportunity to delineate it,which 
he did by drawing a charcoal 
sketch of ‘‘Foster watching for 
the ground hog to come out,” and 
hung it up in the post office 
lobby, where everybody could 
see it. It made talking ma- 
terial for quite a while, and 
many who were not familiar with 
the controversy thought Foster 
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was a believer tu the ground hog 
theory 

All public meetings of every 
description were visited by Suel 
Foster, he lived out in the 
suburbs of the city, on ‘Fountain 
ill,” as he was pleased to call 
his residence. After dving a 
day's work it was quite frequent- 
ly late before he couid get down 
town, he always took it on foot 
and frequently at quite late hour 
he could be seen hunting his way 
home in midnight darkness; he 
never seemed tou care about com- 
pany in his homeward tramp. 
He was a regular attendant of 
the meetings of the Academy of 
Science and always took part in 
the discussions with the other 
inembers, many vf whom were 
intellectually the strongest mer 
of our city. 

Mr. Foster could be found at 


the temperance meetings. On 
ore occasion a revival meeting 
was being held in one of the 


halls. Foster came down town 
quite late, the first man he met 
was Santa Hichelberget, a news- 
paper reporter of whom he asked 
ifthere was a revival meeting 
going on Santa said yes, and 
Foster asked, are you ygving? 
Richelberger answered yes, come 
on! and he led the way. Itso 
happened that a minstrel troupe 
held forth in one hal] and the re- 
Vivalist in the other on the same 
night. Santa led the wav to tie 
minstrels, he knew the door keep- 
er and went in with his friend 


Foster without 
and took their seats well down 
forward. Thecurtain was down, 
Santa excused himself for a min- 
ute and went out and informed 
the troupe who was there and 
how he came. The curtain soon 
went up and theshow began with 
a conundrum between the end. 
men; it was ‘‘What is the matter 
with Suel Foster?”’ 
was ‘the is in the wrong pew.” 
Of course, the audience cheered, 
but Suel sat still and staid till 
the end of the performance. 
HKichelberger had a local item at 
Suel’s expense; it mattered not, 
for Suel could enjoy a joke as 
well as any one, and he would 
never spoil a joke ‘‘for relation’s 
sake.” 


any Challenge 


The answer 


Suel Fuster was an out spoken, 
candid man; he denounced any 
evil that occurred without regard 
to persons. He was too indepen- 
dent to hold office; he was one of 
the town trustees in 1841 which 
is the only time his name occurs 
among the town or city officers, 
although an extensive tax payer 
and a public philantrophist. He 
has written more local history 
than any other of our early hts- 
torians, some of which we may 
reprint. Of the Indian war Mr. 
Foster wrote: 

‘The first winter I spent here, 
1836-7. there were many Indians 
about, but they were only trouble- 
some as begyars anc thieves, not 
belligerent; for only four years 
previous they had been taught 
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by dear “bought experience the 


lessons of the Black Hawk war, 


A lodge of them lived across the 
river opposite: the lower town, 
with White Hawk, their chief. 
White Hawk was .famous_ for 
playing checkers, but- Jonathan 
Pettibone was a full match for 
him,.and used often,.to beat him. 
Some of our young men would play 
with him for whisky, and some- 
times for money. The old chief 
would often draw them on by 
letting them beat him. Some of 
the Indians could play cards, 
some shoot at marks, some run 
races. The Indian boys’ favorite 
sport was shooting ata real or 
picayune, with bow and arrow, 
stuck up in the top of a’split 
stick, which piece of money we 
would take turns-in putting up 
for the sport. These Indians af- 
forded a great deal of company 
for our social circle. There was 
one Doctor Jim, who had his arm 
shot in battle, and some three 
inches of the bone was taken out 
just above the elbow; the flesh 
healed over, and when he raised 
his hand that part of the arm 
would double up like a soft cotton 
bag. He could talk some 
English, and was full of his jokes 
and witticisms. 

“The Indians liked whisky. 
Sometimes they had a _ little 
money, but usually they traded 
skins and furs for whisky. One 
old man named Maine then lived 
about two miles down on Musca- 
tine Island, and kept .a barrel.of 


the article to trade with the In- 
dians-—-what little he -did not 
want to drink himself. One day 
on.a noted occasion, the-old man. 
Maine took a little too much, 
while his wife was in bed, and- 
mother Stark was there helping 
her in the increase of her family. 
Several Indtans about there, hav- 
ing drank enough to feel a little . 
quarrelsome, insisted on having 
more whisky, but Maine refused. 
The Indians threatened him, and. 
he ran towards town for help. 
As Maine left one of the Indians 
fired——-at the whisky barrel and 
tapped it in the head. The crack 
of the rifle brought mother 
Stark outoi the house to see what 


‘what the matter was, and found 


one of the Indians sucking at the 
bullet vent of the whisky barrel. 
She caught up a nigger hoe and 
drove the Indians off, and set the 
barrel up on end and saved most 
of the whisky. But the affright- 
ened Mr. Maine, heard the rifle 
and imagined that his family 
aud the woman there were being 
murdered, and he alone escaped 
to fell the tale. “Che nearer to 
town he got the faster he ran and 
the louder were his piteous cries 
for help. .The villagers were 
alarmed and when Maine could 
get breath so as toutter an audi- 
ble word, it was *The Indians 
have murdered all of my family 
and as] ran they fired at me; but 
I have out ran Go down— 
go down!’ Some guns were 
gathered up; some with sticks, 
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and some stayed to guard the vil- 
lage. But our good landlord, 
Robert C. Kinney, the fattest, 
laziest, quietest, can’t-run man in 
town, said: ‘Gor almighty, what 
shall we do! John Camp, take 
my horse and go to Moscow, and 
give the alarm that the Indians 
have killed all the folks on the 
Island, and we will run in that 
direction and they must come and 
-meet us." But those brave fel- 
lows who made the charge on 


the whisky barrel on the Island 
got shot in the neck, set fire to 
the rank grass on the Island, 
fired guns, screamed and yelled 
louder than Maine did, and on this 
alarm Mr Kinney fairly trembied 
in his boots. No Indians were 
seen. Their canoes being at 
hand they put for Coa-Mack 
Island, opposite town, at the sug- 
gestion of Mrs. Stark’s nigger 
hoe.” 


_ FRECOLLECTIONS OF 
) SUEL FOSTER. 


Concluded. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail August 13, 1898; .. written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. Sl. 


We hope the readers of tne 
SATURDAY Marr, will not get out 
of patience with us for occupying 
so much time with Suel Foster. 
Our excuse for doing it is that 
Mr. Foster was one of our com- 
mon men in appearance but he 
was possessed of a very Strong 
character—wherever he was, his 


influence was felt. “lad he served 
himself as well as he did his 
neighbors he would have died a 
wealthy man. ‘There was hardly 
a convention in the land, that 
Foster thought to be advanta- 
geous to the community, that he 
did not attend. His habit of 
writing for the newspapers was 
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considered foolish by many, but 
his historical sketches, trom 
which we have ventured to make 
a few extracts, contain more his- 
tory of early days than can be 
had otherwise. His account of 
the early inhabitants is worth re- 
printing. We have changed 
some local names of Mr. Foster's 
time to those of the present: 
SOME OLD SETTLERS. 

“Tt appears, according to dates, 
that J. W. Casey was the first 
settler at Muscatine, having 
moved from Cloverport, Ky., and 
built a cabin in the fall of 1835 
In locating towns on the banks 
of the Mississippi, it was a great 
object to find a place where there 
was depth of water enough for 
boats to make a. good landing 
in time of low water. Mr. Casey 
had sounded the water along here 
and found that the boldest shore 
was opposite the high bluff, and 
extended nearly down to the 
head of the Muscatine Island; 
so he made his claim next below 
the Farnam claim. Mr. Casey 
was a small man, quick, active 
and resolute. Mr. Vanater came 
in the spring of 1836 and took 
Mr. Farnam’s place, and a strong 
competition was carried on be- 
tween Casey and Vanater, as to 
the best place to builda town. 
Mr. Casey having the advantage 
of the best water and Mr. Van- 
ater the bestland. Astheclaims 
began to be valuable, a dispute 
arose as tu where the line should 
be between the two claims. 


‘Major Wm. Gordon, then liv- 
ing at Rock Island, and having a 
claim adjoining Benj. Nye, Esq., 
above the mouth of Pine river, 
was called upor to survey the 
town of Bloomington into lots, 
Vanater’s claim was a quarter of 
a mile up and down the river 
each way from the log cabin, but 
as the log cabin was a double 
one, some 32 feet in length, the 
surveyor niust have a definite point 
to start his measure from, and 
Vanater told him that the outside 
of the stick chimney at the west~ 
end of the cabin was the starting 
point. So. Major Gordun obeyed 
orders and Vanater’s part of the 
town was surveyed and platted 
accordingly, encroaching about 
twenty feet on Mr. Casey’s claim. 
This claim line commenced on 
Water street twenty feet west of 
the east line of lot 2, block 9, 
thence through the center of the 
Butlerville road to Morford farm. 
Hard words passed. Vanater 
was a yery large, strong and 
active man, about three the size 
of Casey, and both of them car- 
ried deadly weapons, but no 
fighting occurred and the town 
plat held the claim. Soonafter 
this the claim law was established 
aud the committee of arbitration 
appointed. 

‘*Mr. Casey died in the fall of 
1836 and was buried on the high 
elevation where school house No. 
1 (now Third Ward) now stands. 
This was the first burial. After- 
wards Charles H. Fish laid off 
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the upper addition, and reserved 
tae s0uare-. as a. cemetery: 
which was retained for that pur- 
pose for nearly ten years, in 
which time tbere were a good 
many interments. 
Fish, whose native place was in 


New Jersey, near Philade!phia, 
Pa., moved to-Cincinnati, thence: 
thence to. 


to’ Burlington, aud 
Muscatine in 1837 with his~-fam- 
ily consisting of his son William 
and two daughters, Emmelineand 
Caroline. Few persons were more 
servicable in the new settlement 
than Mrs. Fish in taking care of 
the sick and occasionally board- 
ing the hometess. With¢her two 
beautiful daughters her home 
added greatly to the: life of our 
social circle. ; 
‘*Moses Couch came from bur- 
lington here in the fall of 1836 
and his wife in the following 
spring, who also rendered great 
service in taking care of sick and 
boarding the homeless. A fam- 
ily by the name Dana came here 
as merchants in 18— and opened 
a store and boarded at Mr. 
Couch’s, with his wife and a 
beautiful boy of five years. Few, 
if any, persons‘have lived in this 
city since who carried with them 
the same high qualities of refine- 
ment, education and intelligence. 
Mr. Dana died of fever and the 
boy followed him the next day. 
Alone, among strangers, Mrs. 
Dana bore the affliction with be- 
coming fortitude, as few ladies 
van, Mary S.B Dana was the 


Charles=ti- 


daughter of Rev. Dr. Parmer of 
South Carolina; she was the 
author of ‘Passing’ Under the 
Rod,’ alsoa volume of poems, and 
other literary productions. 

‘*The assignees of. J. W. Casey, 
the Lower Town Claim Co., had 
built a good sized double house 
up in the neck of the bluff near 
the foot of Broadway, and the 
Reece family moved. in there in 
1837, ard kept boarders and a 
hospital for the sick also. Then 
this was notavery healthy place. 
Few, very few, escaped the bil- 
ious fever, ayue or typhoid fever. 
The summer of 1839 was exces- 
sively dry and hot, the river was 
low, and the water of the river, 
although it continued to move on 
in ifs sluggish course, turned 
green from shoreto shore. ‘This, 
with the drying sediment of the 
previous spring. filled. the air 
with miasma and bilious breath. 
The able ones were mostly em- 
ployed in taking care uf-ihe sick, 
and when one set got better their 
assistants came down. -1839 and 
1840 were the trying times for 
our new place, new. settlers 
crowding in and no place to go; 
some lying upon’ the floor, 
some in wagons and cooking by 
the side of a stump. 

‘Robert C. Kinney was the 
first landlord who put up a sign 
and kept tavern. * * He was 
one of the best men we ever had 
here, he kept travelers, boarders 
aud hospital. * * * Mr. Bar- 
teu [likely Barten Lee] kept 
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boarders in 1837-8. Sinus a 
cabin which stood near 
where Jos. Bridgman now resides. 
‘John -Yanater built the second 


a log 


—— rp et 


on 


_ [RECOLLECTIONS OF 


STEPHEN WHICHER AND HIS MANSION. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail August 20, 1898; written by 


2 


Arts 


On the northwest corner of 


‘Locust and Second street stands 
-a venerable structure that was 
_erected in the spring of 1839 by 
Stephen Whicher. It is now 
owned by Dr. Charies Robertson. 
I dont know who lives there now. 
The lumber used in building the 
house was largely brought from 
_Cincinnatiand probably from the 
pineries of Pennsylvania, The 
framing timbers were cut and 
hewn from the trees growing 
within the city limits. It was 
built with an old fashtoned hip 
roof, the lower part being steeper 
than the upper, having three 
ridges running lengthwise. The 
gable ends, were, finished with 


No. 


J P. Walton. 


battlements. 
tle in ever sense of the word. 
Whicher had this roof 
battlements removed in 
robbing it of its feudal appear- 
ance. Whicher owned the whole 
block and had it planted out in 


Mr. Whicher brought those trees 
with him when he came west; 
they were probably the first fruit 
trees brought here. The Silver- 
thorn cherry that is now quite 
popular was brought in this col- 
lection. Stephen Whicher came 
here, with his house, from Day- 


ton, Ohio, landing here on April 


‘otel early in the spring of 1838 ° 
the southwest corner Jowa > 
avenue and Second street.” 


It was an old cas- | 
Mr. } 
and the- 
1849, > 


apple trees. The boys of that 
time living on the hill recollect 
that without much _ trovble.. 
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3, 1839. He was bornin Roches- 
ter, Vt., May 3, 1798; - was the 
second son of a family of fourteen 
children, and was a descendant of 
Thomas Whitcher, who settled in 
the New England states in their 
early days. Stephen Whicher, 
like many of the young Yankees 
of those times ‘‘came west” at 
the age of 18 years and taught 
school in Lexington, Ky. He 
studied law in the office of Henry 
Clay and later at Lawrenceburg, 
Ind. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1823, and moved to Dayton, 
Ohio, where he married Miss 
Kliza Venable in 1826. At the 
time of coming to Bloomington in 
1339 his family cunsisted of three 
syns and one daughter. The 
youngest son and daughter are 
still living. 

Mr. Whicher was tall, 6 feet 1 
inch, slim and dignified; he 
usually wore a tall hat that added 
to his height and dignity very 
much in our estimation. At that 
time as a lawyer he had uo super- 
ior; he always managed to have 
a comfortable living but never 


became what would be called 
wealthy. He was one of the 
leading meu of our town. At 


public meetings he was usually 
president, or chairman on resolu- 
tions. Sunday would always find 
him in his seat in the little church 
on the hill. He was noted for his 
pungent wit. Whicher’s witty 
sayings are still remembered by 
many of our old settlers. One 
story told of Mr. Whicher is too 


good to be missed. In early 
times all steambvuats on the Mis- 
Sissippi river carried bars ani 
were said to have the best of 
liquors. At, that time liquor 
drinking was practiced by almost 
every one and to get it where tie 
best could be had was considered 
“allright.” When a steamboat 
landed a score or more of thirsty 
fellows could be seen rushing 
aboard the boat; their business 
was generally with the barkeeper. 
Mr. Whicher rarely drank much 
but once when he wanted a drink 
and seeing a large number going 
aboard a boat ahead of him he 
concluded to keep up with them. 
Placing his hand on his stomach 
and leaning a little forward he 
walked leisurely up to the bar 
and asked, have you any good 
brandy, sir? The barkeeper’s 


sympathy was excited and he 
promptly replied, ‘‘yes — sir,” 
sitting out his best bottle. Have 


you a tablespoon? asked Mr. W. 
No, but I will get you one, 
answered the barkeeper, starting 
for the pantry. When the spoon 
was procured our friend held it 
over his glass and commenced to 
pour the brandy into the spoon, 
and continued to do so until the 
glass was sufficiently full to meet 
his requirements, he then majes- 
tically staightened up and drank 
it all down. Sitting down the 
glass he produced his money en- 
quiriug, ‘tHow much 1s the 
charge, sir?” ‘*Nothing,” was 
the reply, ‘“‘I never charge any- 
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thing fur a spoonful of brandy.” 
Our friend thanked the barkeeper 
fur his generosity and left the 
boat amid the roar of the by- 
standers. After that a large 
measure became synonomous with 
Whicher's spoonful. 

At one time Jacob Butler oc- 
cupted the front room. in the 
second story of a _ butiding 
on Second street, for a law 
office. Whicher had a desk in 
the office. According to the 
agreement Butler was to keep the 
ruom swept—a thing he very 
rarely did. It so happened that 
a number of young men who 
styled themselves ‘‘The Killers,” 
occupied the room in the rear. 
Butler owned the build’ng and 
Whicher concluded that in order 
to stop the trouble if he could 
get up arumpus between him 
and the boys Butler would at- 
tend to having the sweeping done, 
so he went to work and did the 
sweeping himself and swept the 
litter up to the door of the Killers. 
He did this two or three times 
before any attention was paid to 
it. At last the boys heard him 
sweeping, they started for the 
door swearing they would kill 
the lazy fellow that was sweeping 
his dirt up totheirdoor. Which- 
er was on the look out and hid 
his broom. He blamed it on But- 
ier. It got out and Butler at- 
tended to the sweeping after that. 

Mr. Whicher did not trust every 
one with his confidence. He was 
usually on the defensive, but he 


formed a few close acquaintances 
who would stay by him through 
thick and thin. There was a 
young man in our town who be- 
came perfectly infatuated with 
Mr. Whicher. This young man 
was employed in freighting from 
Bloomington to Iowa City; he 
was engaged to a young lady liv- 
ing in Pike township, the most 
direct route was through West 
Liberty, he frequently came down 
through West Liberty and re- 
turned to Iowa city through Pike. 
On one occasion when he was 
coming through West Liberty he 
happened to meet the stage and 
there found the driver abusing 
Mr. Whicher. The young man 
‘‘mixed in” and the stage driver 
came out considerabiy worsted. 
They all came to Muscatine, and 
while here the stage agent in- 
formed the young man that when 
he went back to West Liberty 
they would give him a thrashing, 
meaning the drivers. The young 
man was in a fix, he had made an 
agreement to return by Pike 
township, if he did so the stage 
drivers would call him a coward; 
it was a question which should 
prevail love are honor. Hechose 
the latter. and returned by way 
of West Libery without any trou- 
ble from the stage drivers, 
but the love part did trouble him. 
‘The young lady said if he would 
cancel an engagement to fight a 
stare driver she wanted to cancel 
her engagement with him. It is 
possible the young man might 
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‘have made the matter all right 
in some way but before he reached 
that point he found another 
‘young lady who had considerable 
money, to take her place. All of 


———_——_____ 
this love trouble was traceable to 
Stephen Whicher’s independence 
in not complying with the stage 
driver’s wishes, 
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STEPHEN WHICHER AND HIS MANSION. 


Concluded: 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Sept. 27, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


The Whicher tamily always at- 
tended church and no one knew 
it better than I did. I had 
been in the habit of attending 
the Methodist church. ‘Then the 
‘men always sat on the right side 
and the women on the left. 
Congregationalists bad built a 
‘small church on the. then hill, 
where the Episcopal parsonage 
now stands. On mivy first visit to 
the church I wentearly, taking a 
seat on the right side about half 
way down the aisle, and in order 
not to take more room than one 


The, 


Pur 
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should [ sat well back to the wall. 
Shortly in came. Mr. aud Mrs. 
Whicher and sat in the seat with 
me. Iwas caught in the wrong 
pew that time, and I was terribly 
embarrassed. I did not attend 
that church again for a long 
time. ; 

Mr. Whicher did not go off on 
excursions or outings. as they are 
called He hrda studious 
leisure occurred he 
time to reading or 


now. 
and if 
devoted his 
studying. 
he 


In his iegal practice 
was fearless and would take 
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any man’s case whether he got 
pay or not. A friend of ours was 
once expostulating with him for 
defending the Coruthers boys tn 
different prosecuttons. They 
were frequently arragined before 
the court for horse stealing and 
other offences and it was known 
that be did uot get much pay 
from them. His reply was that 
if he did not defend them some one 
else would, and that such men 
made business for lawyers. When 
he tock a case he stuck by it 
through thick and thin, and gen- 
erally came out ahead. Asan 
advocate he stood at the head of 
the bar; his best success was 
with the jury. Uf his case was a 
doubtful one, like Lincoln, he got 
them tolaughing before closing; 
af he could not reach that point he 
would tell an amusing story ina 
way that brought the answer. 

Mr. Whicher was a gritty mau 
and had a great deal of bluff 
-about him. On one occasion he 
detected a man in some act of 
wrong doing and seized him by 
the collar and started him down 
the street tothe magistrate’s of- 
fice, ordering him to move ou by 
telling him he was in the hands 
of a powerfull man and must go. 
The man went, but had he made 
an effort to resist 1t would have 
required two men like Whicher to 
have taken him. 

The Whicher family used. to 
enjoy tiemselves in a very un- 
least it would 
On one 


ustial way or at 
look soto us at this time. 


occasion when there were a great 
many Indians around here, 
probably it was on one of their 
annual trips to Fort Armsirony 
on Rock Island to get their an- 
nuity, Mr. Whicher conceived 
the idea of having an indoor war 
dance. Suel Foster described the 
event as follows: 

‘In the spring of 1839 Stephen 
Whicher, Esq., made a large 
social party at his house, north- 
west corner of Second and Locust 
streets, at which was present 
about twenty Indians with their 
squaws, in calico breeches, round- 
abouts, moccasins ornamented 
with beads and trinkets. The 
Indian men were dressed for the 
party also, with faces painted 
and gay blankets, with 
trophies on, jewels in their ears 
aud noses, brass bands on their 
arms, long ornamented pipes, 
weasel and skunk-skin tobacco 
pouches, war clubs with feathers 
attached to them, bears’ claws 
and tusks, buckskin breeches and 
waumises highly ornamented. 
All the elite of town were pres- 
ent—-ladies and gentlemen, young 
and middleaged (we had no old 
folks then). George Lucas was 
there, Ralph Lowe, Esq., and his 
wife. Matthew Mathews and his 
daughter, H. Mathews and wife 
and two daughters, M. Couch 
and wife, etc.,—a social and jolly 
company indeed. The center of 
the large front room was cleared 
and an Indian war dazce iniro- 
duced. ‘They lacked music, and 
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Mrs. Whicher brought out some 
tin pans and the fire shovel and 
tongs, with a few sticks made 
the . music. Wishkekosh, the 
noble chief, stepped out on the 
floor alone, divested of nearly all 
his garments, a most splended 
figure of human furm and led the 
dance in majestic savage Style. 
Shortly one after another- of the 
men- joined, until -the flocr was 
nearly filled, the whole circling 
around in all sorts of savage and 
frantic shapes and forms of atti- 
tude, keeping time with the ding 
of the pans and tongs, at the 
same time uttering low gutteral 
sounds—-hew-wa-wa hew-ha-wa 
we-ho-woo—which increased in 
loudness and tone until it became 
a savage how], and they charged 
upon each other until the ladies 
were greatly frightened. The door 
was guarded'Sb- as to not let any 
escape, and the tumult became 
very general all around, whites 
and copper. The squaws did not 
dance, but laughed to burst to 
see- the pale faced women so 
frightened. The dance gradually 
subsided when suddenly one of 
the Indians sprang at one of the 
fairest of the fair ladies to kiss 
her; but she would not let him and 
screamed ascream. As compensa- 
tion for this most excellent and 
extraordinary entertainment—cthe 
bestever witnessed in Muscatine— 
the Indians insisted on a dance 
by the whites, aud more especial- 


ly by the white ‘squaws.’ So a 
good violin was tuned, and the 
dance performed in most excellent 
style, at which the Indians ap- 
peared equally delighted as the 
whites did at their dance. Thus 
ended one of the most. brilliant 
occasions in the history of our 
city. The party dispersed at the 
small hours of the night. The 
whites to their log cabins and the 
Indiaus to their whisky. up Pap. 
poose creek, each in their peace- 
ful and happy homes.” 

When the Missouri war broke 
out in the winter of 1839-40 and 
when the armies of lowa and 
Missouri were marching todeadly 
combat, Gov Lucas appointed 
Mr. Whicher as one of the com- 
missioners to atrange terms of 
peace which was done by agree- 
ment to submit the question at 
issue to congress for settlement. 
When the Whigs got control of 
the gcvernment by the election of 
Taylor avd Fillmore, Whicher 
was appointed United States Dis- 
trict Attorncy for lowa by Presi. 
dent Fillmore. 

Mr. Whicher died February 13, 
1856, at lowa City. Mrs. Stephen 
Whicher died in Cincinnati, at 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Charles Brown, in the early part 


of. May, 1880. Wer remains 
were brought to Musca- 
tine for interment. Both died 


away from home and both were 
brought here for burtal. 
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Pioneers’ Anniversary. 


AT THE FAIRGROUNDS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 30 


, 1898. 


President Walton’s Address. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Sept. 


3. 1898; 


written by 


J P. Walton. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, Old Settlers of 

Muscatine County: 

I was asked the other day if I could 
teli how many of the first settlers were 
yet living. Those originally called old 
settlers were those who came here 
prior to 1840. That questioninduced me 
to look up the history of this society. 
I found in the record books that on 
February 4, 1856, the old citizens of 
Muscatine met at Hare's hall to take 
auction on the death of Hon. Arthur 
Washburn, our first county judge. 
Pliny Kay was chairman, and Jos. 
Bridgman was secretary. After trans- 
acting the business for which it met, 
on motion of T. S. Parvin, the meeting 
adjourned to meet on February 9, in 
the lecture room ot the Congregation- 
al church. 

At the adjourned meeting Hon. Jo- 
‘seph Williams was called to the chair, 
There were present Joseph Williams, 
T. S .Parvin, Pliny ay, Joseph Bridg- 
man, Suel Foster, H. Q. Jennison, H. 
HI. Wine, Zeph. Washburn, G. W. Hum- 
phreys, J. S. Allen, Myron Ward, Win. 
Chambers, Giles Pettibone, A. T, Banks 
and J. P. Walton, fifteen in all. A comn- 


mittee was appointed on constitution. 
They reported at a meeting held in the 
lecture room on February 16, 1856, 
When the constitution was adopted. 
The officers elected were Joseph Wil- 
liams, ena Thomas Burdett, vice 
president; T. S. Parvin, secretary. Ar- 
ticle 1 fixes Hs eligibility to niember- 
ship to those who settled in Iowa prior 
to the first day of January, 1840, or 
their descendants for all time to come. 
This article was found to be too nar- 
row and the time was extended to 1S46. 
Later it was again extended to 1861. 

On February 238, 1856, the society met 
and adopted a long code of by laws 
and were in order for business. 

Now this society was like many other 
societies that we have helped to organ- 
ize. When its organization was all 
perfect it came to a standstill, so far as 
records show. 

After a lapse of almost nine years the 
records show that a reunion of the old 
settlers of Muscatine was held at the 
residence of D. C. Cloud on January 6, 


S65. Veter Jackson acted as secre- 
tarv. Ifere it was voted to attend a 
meeting that was to be held at the 
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Vicbelberger house on Jan, 20, 1865, 
to revive the Old Settlers’ society. Here 
the namevseems to have been changed 
from “Tirst Settlers” to “Old Settlers,” 
more by common consent than any 
other way. At this meeting the hus- 
bands or wives of old settlers were 
mide eligible for membership. A mo- 
tion was made and passed, appointing P 
Jackson and J. P. Walton a committee 
to wait on Joseph Bridgman and secure 
the books of the society. From this one 
could conclude that Joseph Bridgman 
Was secretary during the nine years. 
At this meeting William Leflingweil 
was chosen president, Suel Foster vice 
president, and Peter Jackson secretary. 
Peter Jackson has served as secretary 
ever since January 6, 1865, thirty-three 
years. 

On March 15, 1865, the quarterly 
meeting was held in commemoration 
of the first settlement of the county 
by Benjamin Nye on March 15, 1834, 
at the mouth of Pine Creek. There 
was nothing small about the old set- 
tlers at that time. They attempted to 
hold quarterly meetings. 

The next record of a meeting was 
April 10, 1869, some four years later. 
At this meeting Samuel Gilbert stated 
the first boarding house in the county 
was kept by J. G. Coleman, in a build- 
ing of rails, in the summer of 1836; 
meals 50 cents. 

On May Sth the by laws were revised 
again. 

On June 29, 1869, an anniversary 
meeting was held in the court house 
square. The tables were set under the 
trees, but in anticipation of rain the 
tables were moved to the court house. 
The speakers on the occasion were D. 
C. Richman, John A. Parvin, Pliny 
“ay, Suel Foster, Judge Woodward, 
Col, WKineaid, John Mahin, Richard 
Cadle and Ben Mathews, the latter a 
colored man. John <A. Parvin was 
elected president, and Suel Foster vice 
president. We think that this was one 
of the most interesting anniversary 
inectings we ever held. 

On September 6, 1870, a meeting was 


. 
~ 


ST 
held at the court house. General J, & 
Iletcher was elected president and Cul 
G. W. IWinecaid vice president. 

On April 4, 1876, the old setUlers he's 
ut reunion at the residence of Marys 
Biock. 

At a meeting held October 31, 187s. 
the time of admitting members wus 
extended to all settlers here prior to 
1861. At this meeting two resolutions 
were passed. One was for permauent 
ly fixing the date of our annual mee: 
0} Peay puv Usoq Jou Ssvy YoOupAM ‘sou 
since I have been your president. We 
have complied as near to it aS we con- 
sidered expedient. Another was that 
a collection should be taken up te de- 
fray the expenses. We have tried to 
comply with this resolution,. but fre- 
quently the collections do not reach. 
If you could help us a little more liber- 
ally perhaps they would. 

The annual meeting of 1879 was held 
in the grand jury room and was quite 
lively. 2 

The annual meeting of 1880 was held 
October 9, at the court house. Josep 
Bridgman was elected president. Dr. 
Robbins and Suel Foster were elected 
vice presidents. Sixty gentlement and 
52 ladies were reported present. 

The annual meeting in 1881 was held 
in Armory hall (Hare’s hall) on Octo- 
ber 5. It was one of the most exten- 
sively reported meetings ever held. I’. 
Fay, Geo. B. Denison, J. Scott Rich- 
man, John A. Parvin, and John Mahin 
were among the speakers. 

The meeting of 1882 was held ou 
September 27th, at the Hooks’ hall, (in 
the Hotel Grand). Among the speak- 
ers of the occasion was the president, 
Joseph Bridgman, H. H. Benson, Rev. 
i. P. Smith, Z. Washburn, R. M, Bur- 
nett, Rev; Mr. Hayes, Rev. J. H. Bar- 
nard, and Mrs. Laura (Nye) Pattersow. 
Suel Foster was elected president, Wil 
liam Gordon, vice president, P. Jacksou 
secretary, and Mrs. Peter Jackso} 
treasurer, 

The old settlers’ meeting in 1883 wa. 
held in Lfare’s hall on the 26th of Sep- 
tember. About 200 were present. I 
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was in Burlington at the time. You 
may imagine my surprise when being 
informed of my election as president. 
I appreciate it. I have been elected for 
fifteen consecutive times and have ap- 
preciated it every time since then. But 
now I feel that it would be better for 
the. society and I know it would be bet- 
ter for me, if some else were elected 
as president. 

Gur meeting in 1884 was held at the 
mouth of Pine Creek, where the first 
white settlement was made. Judge S. 
Cc. UWastings was our principal speaker 
on this occasion. A boat excursion was 
introduced that was very pleasant. 
Since this meeting we have had reports 
of the incetings printed and bound. A 
few copies can yet be had. 

Since it nas been our good fortune to 
preside over this society of old set- 
tlers, we have had our annual meet- 
ings. The first, in 1884, at the mouth 
of Pine Creek, the second at Captain 
Clark's at Buffalo, the third on Septeim- 
ber S, 1886, a steamboat excursion to 
Pine Creek; the fourth at Cherry blutf 
vear Moscow, the fifth at the court 
house square in 1888, the sixth at the 
fair grounds, the seventh at Wilton in 
18980, the eighth at Hitchman’s Grove 
in Pike township, the ninth in 1892, 
by a steamboat excursion to Wyoming 
Hills: the tenth and the eleventh at 
Park Flace, the twelfth in 1895, and all 
since, have, been held on the fair 
grounds, 

A short description of those fifteen 
who first organized the society will 
not be out of place. 

Joseph Williams was a native of 
Pennsylvania. He came here as one of 
the U. S. judges. He was a prince of a 
good fellow with hardly as much digui- 
ty as one would expect to find 
‘in a supreme judge. He would engage 
in almost any kind of fun that the boys 
were engaged in. He could play the 
fife, beat the drum or saw the fiddle, 
with most any one. He was a metho- 
dist exhorter if he happened to be 
dimong the Methodists. Ile was con- 
nected with many of Bloomington’s 


early schemes, such as the ferry fran- 
chise, ete. 

T. S. Parvin now lives at Cedar Rap- 
ids and is quite well known among 
the old settlers. To T: S. Parvin the 
credit of this organization belongs in 
fact, he was a good organizer; he is a 
hative of New Jersey, studied law at 
or near Cine nnati, and came here as 
private secretary of Governor Lucas on 
July +, 1838. He lived in Muscatine 
until 1860, when he removed to Iowa 
City and later to Cedar Rapids. He is 
grand secretary of the Grand Masonic 
Lodge of Iowa, and has clarge of the 
Grand Lodge library at Cedar Rapids, 
under whose supervision the best Ii- 
brary in the state has been built up. 

Pliny Fay was a native of New Eng- 
land. He came here in 1837. He was 
a quiet, modest, intelligent man—one 
would think too refined to be found on 
the frontier. He was one of the lead- 
ing men, always cited as a standard 
ef honesty. Iis health gave out and 
he went to California and after some 
years died there. 

Joseph Bridgmen is a native of Mas- 
sachusetts. Came to Bioomington in 
1837. He is yet living with us at the 
advanced age of over 80. In his young- 
er days he was engaged in the mercau- 
tile business. He was one of the few 
pron nent men of the town. 

Suel Foster was born among the New 
England hills. Le was the best sample 
of a Yankee we had with us; always 
outspoken and ready to share in any- 
thing for the public good, and was al- 
ways to be found at the head of all our 
important public improvements . He 
worked better for the public than he 
did for himself. 

H. Q. Jennison was an eastern man. 
likely New England—a civil engineer 
by profession, although he engaged in 
farming, and in mereantile pursuits. 
IIe was also quite a prominent man, 
but his disposition to keep well to the 
front took him west, to Colorado I 
think, 

W. EE. Hine—well every one knew 
Ifick Hine, one of the earliest carpen- 
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ters. He is credited with coming here 
in 1837. He worked at his trade a 


large part of his life. He was elected 
sheriff and served ene or more terms in 
that place and likely filled other places 
of trust. 

Myron Ward was a complete speci- 
men of a pioneer—a large frame, coarse 
in appearance, a stone mason, if I am 
correct, but he filled his place as a 
leader among the common men very 
successfully. When last heard from 
he was living at Seattle, Washington, 
and loaning money for a livelihood, and 
had accumulated wealth. 


Zephaniah Washburn was another 
mechanic. He did not work as closely 


at hist trade of carpenter as some oth- 
ers did, but nevertheless he was al- 
Ways on hand if some improvement or 
reform was being made. He was the 
first mayor the city had; elected by the 
“boys” as much for fun as anything 
else. He was a leading man at the 
Methodist class meetings, was respect- 
ed by all and a temperance reformer. 

William Chambers was ‘a native of 
Indiana. Came here in 1836 and went 
on a farm with his father near Pine 
Creek, and afterwards moved to Mus- 
catine and engaged in the saw-mill 
and lumber business. He was a relia- 


ble, straightforward man. 

G. W. Humphreys came here in Nx. 
and was engaged in the mercantile 
business. From 1844 to 1876 he serves} 
as sheriff. What eventually became 
of him I don’t know. 

J. S. Allen—I recollect Jim Allen, bui 
I don’t remember what he did for a liv- 
ing or what became of him. 

Giles Pettibone came here in 183s 
and went to farming. He sold out the 
farm and engaged in the ferry business 
at Museatine, at which he was uot al- 
ways successful. He finally fitted up 
his old boat for a packet on some of 
the small rivers in the south, where it 
was sunk. 

A. T. Banks was a native of New 
England. He came here in 1838. He 
served as county treasurer from 1851 
to 1855. He was esteemed by every 
one. In 1856 he was engaged in the liv- 
ery business, with a man by the name 
of Morton. 

Of the last mentioned signer to the 
list, J. P. Walton, we have no remarks 
to make. We will say that he was 
born in the state of New Hampshire on 
Feb. 26, 1826; came to this county 
when but a mere boy, on June 11, 1835, 
and has been here ever since. 
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The Pioneer Doctors, 
AS SEEN BY THE YENERABLE $, W. STEWART. 


Notes by J. 


P. Waltou. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Sept. 10, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


Some wecks ago Mr. S, W. 
Stewart, of Wilton, an old set- 
tler who came to this county in 
the spring of 1838, wrote me 
that he intended to be present at 
the the recent reunion of the old 
settlers held on August 30, at 
the fair grounds. At my sug- 
gestion be prepared a remi- 
niscence of ‘‘Our Pioneer Doc- 
tors’ which he was to relate at 
the old settlers’ meeting, but as 
the meeting adjourned before Mr. 
Stewart had an opportunity to 
read it we present it in these 
columns. Permit me to make a 
few corrections on the early his- 
tory. 

The jurisdiction of Michigan 
was established in 1834 by the 
organization of Des Moines 
county. It extended from the 
mouth of Rock river to the mouth 


85. 


of Des Moines river. 
Wisconsin territory was estab: 
lished in place of Michigan 
with another county, Dubuque, 
added. On October 25, 1836, the 
first legislature met at Belmont, 
Dr. Eli Reynolds was one of its 
members. Dr. NReynold’s mill 
was built in 1837 The same 
year Weane Long built a mill on 
Sweetland creek, and Benjamin 
Nye on Pine creek, 

Dr. Eli Reynolds came here in 
1835 and spent his life here and 
near here. He died at Drury’s 
Landing, Mach 10,1873. He was 
a practicing physician for fifty- 
six yeats. 28 CPR 

OUR PIONEER DOCTORS. 

In our rambling talk we will 
use the word doctor, it 1s not so 
elegant but it is easier written 
than physician and more familiar 


In 1836 


‘dnizy aew yroirnist stenooeiW 
oegissiM wo soslq “hi  hodeil 
Supadwl ~utnue> wiljons dtiw 
od9 O62! BE vedoI90 nO _ .bohbs 
Jjnomisd Ie tom smtatergel Jew 
eli 10 one asw ¢blonrvad WA id 
lite #hlonyssi «CG = .aisdaiom 
omae oT: Vest. mi siod enw 
no Him s Hind yetol sneoW 197 
nicesiosa bag ,iost> basiteow2 
sivs%0 oni no ay 
ni ania ome ebionyoA Wad 
bow tod SUT geet dusqe. bas Beer 
aywid te beth SH won x98” 
esw oH ENBE OL dos .guibonl 


“Vit rol asisiagdy goivitomg 5 
; 2ta9t tie 


_ sBROTOON 
Hiw oa whet 


Jf - q 


_ 1M stolod bent 


ee | Pe hE | To88 We S| bh ee F rd a * Licoae ah ay 
a pik i LJ ‘ els ide Ph gums dhe se tat f 
oe a Se) PM oh BY Wy 
% t i vy W's me as ie: 
ye th a ai wi ‘bce aghcsan at ve milaore rae | estos % (la ; : 
BY chit SG Rane Fla, When till hin wile ih ie i a Noh 
i Pe, 2 Ne : ‘ eee : : ¥ ' ee | pt 
; leah OP | F * : Pie. ; al sf rhe 
si hie ee RIE AN ie Et n i Wid a 
A ‘ if bi so 
2108900 aoonoi4 ‘olT. "ope 
ale bas Sie anew ‘aan 
sd “sate W 8 aloamaa aut ft ia : i St 
i horadedeetvn bay Miso, 
boteW .4..L yd aston — a Pht 4 ey fo 
ay Neen: pe § AM hed aka ‘Gi ‘ i ee: 
. a wey are on) 
dianiis Ia li ab epee me ee 
x wu sagh 1 bey t we es a sei a iboats Nps 
ae ae ai ye ., 
ae ne ee ne bo Mink ee: it aa ; ed AW 
g ae onV “ty ¢4 te eh ‘ta iA — 
OE ul mower eoniolé eM Yo “yp aM oge. ai. pi. 


‘t2¢ blo ns jn0HiW to Priva: 


‘nl yinno> gid? oF ems? ow tolf | 


om slow .828f Io yniige sit | 
ts Inses1g 5d of wi od ted). 
blo od3 lo dotmudy ti9257 9d) ony 
ts ,0& Jen'gvA WO bisd sisttise’ 
“gue ym 3A eboiorwy visi ods 
“ao1 # «botsqoiq sit aoite7y 
-200 19900I% a0” to sonmacein “ 
18 236197 0} 2aw ost dostiw “arod 
as dud. aoitoom | 


of. “inca eg Gets v9 sa 


finger: v ite Oy 


to theordinary denizen of earth. 
Our early doctors were a mixed 
multitude, they were all alike at 
some points—very different 
others—some were good as the 
word goes, others would not be 
canuonized as saints. All were 
open hearted and worked as hon- 
estly for those from whom they 
expected no reward as for those 
from whom the fee was certain. 
If we are right, our first doctor 
was Eli Reynolds. He built or 
had an interest in a saw mill, 
built at Geneva three or four 
miles above Muscatine on the 
river. It was the first mill in the 
county, when built it was in the 
Jurisdiction of Michigan, then 
in Wisconsin and last in Iowa, 
and did not change its location; it 
was built in Dubuque county and 
did most of 1ts work in Musca- 
tine county. 

Dr. Reynolds with four or five 
others, was elected to the legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin from Dubuque 
county. They first met at Mad- 
ison, Wis., and adjourned to Bur- 
lington. At that session of the 
legislature they divided the forty 
mile strip, or the Blackhawk pur- 
chase, into counties as far as it 
went. The strip was not wide 
enough to give Cedar and Wash- 
ington and some other counties 
their full Reynolds was 
free hearted and free handed, he 
made money and spent more than 
ne made; ise dearly loved his 
toddy, being very sociable and 
had a dislike to dinking alone; 
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he loved a horse race, never fail- 
ine to be on hand; was a 
faithful student in the class that 
studdied the history of the paste- 
board kings and queens; he was 
a faithful friend, a good citizen 
in his day, he had the reputation 
of being a good doctor, he served 
the poor as cheerfully as the rich. 

In addition to Dr. Reynolds we 
ad) Dr: Olds: “Dr Reeder, <r. 
Blades, Dr. McKee and Dr. Day- 
ton; later we had Dr. astings, 
Dr. Prichard, and Dr. Fulliam. 
‘They were all orthodox calomel 
doctors but Prichard and Ful- 
liam. Prichard used water, Ful- 
liam roots and yarbs, lobelia 
No. 6 and composition powders. 
Prichard would wrap you up ina 
wet sheet, take you out and.pour 
a bucket of cold water..over you. 
The regular when called to a 
case would look -wise and digni- 
fied, feel the pulse, look at the 
tongue, pull out bis watch and 
jook if he was in a brown 
study, then give a dose of calomel 
and leave some Dover’s powders 
for the patient when the calomel 
had performed its office. That 
was for fever; 1f the patient had 
ague they gave a dose of calumel 
and perhaps of Julup, then ieft 
ten or fifteen doses of quinine or 
Strange as 


he 


as 


some peruvian bark. 
it may scem many of the victims 
survived—they never were well 
but lived a time. 

Dr. Olds was the brainest of 
the crowd, he retired the 


ficid early in the 50s, he was 


from 
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very pleasant and agreeable in 
his social intercourse. Hastings 
and Dayton were both afflicted 
with weariuess from away back. 
back. They were both gvod and 
upright men personally, of more 
than fatr ability, peaceable, 
quiet, good citizens and an honor 
to their friends. McKee was a 
sharper. Blades was an all 
round good fellow when he was 
sober; no polish was wasted on 
Blades. McKey and Fulliam 
were born rough, age only added 
to the original. Reeder was 
calied a ‘‘finehaired doctor,” he 
was emploved by the upper ten, 
he was fastidious in his habits, 
kept himself clean and present- 
able every day in the week, he 
--was a good man-and honored his 
profession. 
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There were her doctors in the, 


county, most of them were birds 
of passage. Moscow had two, 
Randle, areguiar, and Langdon, 
a mixture of all sorts. 


All the doctors we have men- 
tioned were open hearted and 
handed. A large part of their 
service was for the love of God or 
the youd of humanity. they got 
no pay and did not expect any, 
yet it was given freely. They 
were a benefaction to the com- 
munity, anv moral shortcoming 
inay well be written in the sand. 
We weie all pour and sure to be 
sick in the fall. If they had de- 
manded money many of us would 
have done without their help. 
There was no money, no employ- 
ment; our exchange was by dick- 
ering. The pioneer doctors de- 
serve a tribute of gratitude and 
a warm place in our apprecia- 
tions. IThedoctors whohavetaken 
the place of the pioneers are as. 
kind and generous as they were. 
If our observation is correct no 
class of men do more work for 
which they expect no material 
reward than our doctors, not even 
ministers of the gospel. 
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THE EARLY FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES OF OUR CITY. 


Published i in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Sept. 17, 1898; 
J. P. Walton. 


: N 
Quite recently the treasurer's 
book of Bloomington, now Mus- 
catine, came into~ our hands, 
hence the following: 

The town of Blocmington was 
first organized in March, 1839, 
with Hon. Joseph Williams as 
president;; Arthur Washburn, 
Henry Reese and Benjamin P. 
Howell trustees; Moses Couch re- 
corder, and Giles Pettibone street 
commissioner. They did not 
seem to have auy treasurer. The 
next year, 1840, they appear to 
have been in better shape so far 
as town officers were concerned, 
for they had John Lilly (father 
of our B. EK. Lilly) as president; 
Henry Reece, John W. Richman 
and R. P. Low (who was after- 
wards poyernor) 2s trustees; EK. 
K Fay recorder, Mathew Mat- 
thews street commissioner, Hiram 
Matthews marshal, and D. J. 
Suyder treasurer. 

If D. J. Snyder ever acted as 
treasurer he did not keep any ac- 


written by 


O.636: 


count. John A. Parvin appears 
to have been the first acting treas- 
urer, his account commences with 
September 16, 1840, when he re. 
ceived cash from H. Matthews, 
the marshal, $13 06 for taxes col- 
lected. In1841 John Marble col- 
lected the taxes as marshal. The 
money receipts of the town, all’ 
told while Mr. Parvin acted as 
treasurer, were $338.66. The ex- 
penses were $334.56, leaving a 
balance of $4.10 to be paid over 
to his successor, John W. Weller. 
Out of the amount Susan Parrott 
paid 525.00, a Capt. James Par- 
mer $25.00, both for tavern 
licenses, and $75.00 was paid for 
c. house licence, in all $125 for 
licenses. ‘[he c. house license 
meant coffee house license what 
would be considered a restaurant 
at this time. Of course whisky 
was kept. 

The second statement for 1842 
to March 1843, the total receipts 


were $705.82. In 1843 Johu 
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Ziegler appears to have been the 
treasurer. The receipts that 
year were but $536.35... That 
year Captain William Fry paid 
$25 00 for a tavern license, he 
was the successor to Susan Par- 
rott; she succeeded Robert C. 
Kinney, the first tavern keeper 
in our town, on the west corner 
of Chestnut and Front streets. 
Daniel Ball paid $25.00 fora gro- 
cery license for one year. Dantel 
Ball kept a model grocery—anoth- 
ing but liqvor, whiskey, brandy, 
etc. The name saloon did not 
apply to such places of business 
until the German came. One en- 
try reads thus: ‘*Received of J. 
C. Baldwin in county orders 
$12.50, 1n cash $3.00 in corpora: 
tion orders $3 75, total $19.25, for 
license to seli spirit liquozs.” 
Another entry readsthus: ‘‘Aug. 
28, 1843, received of A. Blanch- 
ard for tax on dog, 75c.” (This 
was the first account of a dog tax 
being collected. On the next 
day, Aug. 29, 1843, Howe & Ma- 
bie paid $5 for a circus license. 
The grocery licenses seem to have 
been divided with the county, for 
on the 21st of Sept. 1843, Mr. 
Ziegler is credited with paying 
$37.50 over to the county on gro- 
cery licenses. In 1843 the lots 
in the old part of the present city 
cemetery were first offered for sale 
and a great many were sold at $5 
for the best ones. A draying 
license was collected on the 28th 
of February 1844. The treasurer 
is charged with note of C. Weed 


and Benjamin Weed, his father, 
for $33.14, given for taxes by 
order of the trustees. I presume 
if aman was good but hard up 
he could get time on his taxes; it 
appears that way. The treasurer’s 
account contained four similar 
notes agregating $69.60. The 
Weed note was eventually placed 
in the hands of the marshal for 
collection and paid with in- 
terest of $1.99. . In March, 1845, 
after the Weed note was paid, 
there remained eight similar ob- 
ligations, many of which were 
never paid. 

The town collected two day’s 
road tax of every voter under 45 
years of age. Public opinion 
forced the payment in work on 
the roads. Now,asarule, thefel- 
low that does the voting never 
pays any road tax unless he 
should happen to own a little 
piece of property to tax it up to. 
Jalways paid my road tax and 
wish that others had to now. 

The revenue of 1845 reached 
$561.70. On June 1. 1846, the 
revenue for all purposes during 
the previous year was $1075.00. 
This does not include the two 
day’s road work. The seven un- 
paid notes were considered as 
assets, and a considerable of the 
amount accrued from the sale of 
crave yard lots, the best selling 
at $5 each. 

While our town was small we 
had ‘‘grroceries’? enough, Dur- 
ing the months of October and 
November, 1846, there were six 
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licenses issued at $6 25 for three 
months, in the next two months 
. four more were issued making ten 
in all. There were also ten dray 
licenses issued that vear. 

In the vear 1848 the gross rev- 


enue that passed through the 
treasurer's hands was $1125.15 


including the notes. I notice the 
first billiard table license was 
issued in 1848, and also the first 
ten pin alley license. . On Sept. 
15, 1948, the I. O. O. F.. bought 
six lots for $30. The same vear 
the sale of lots amounted to $120. 

In 1849 the whart master paid 
in to the treasury $253.75. This 
was the first item of any large 
fund received from the wharf. In 
1849 the lumber dealers had to 


pay $15 a year asa license. The 
revenues of that ycar took a 


a boom, amounting to $4,123,51. 
It was raised largely by taxes. 

In 1850 licenses took a jump, 
four dealers. paid $100 each fer 
‘““orocery” license and others paid 
S25 each for ‘beer license. John 
Adair paid 85 for an auctioneer’s 
license. Not all the. revenue was 
raised by licenses, the tax for the 
year 1850 was 34,720.33, from all 
other services it was $706, a por- 
tion of which came from the sale 
of grave yard lots and wharfage. 

This carries the accounts up to 
the incorporation of the city of 
Muscatine and if the readers will 
forgive us for following the 
record thus far we will promise 
not todo so again. At this time 


(1850) there was nocity debt, our 
orders were at a discount both in 
the city and the county. 
oue having au order could 


Any 
pre- 


sent it, if no maney was on hand 


to pay it he could have it endorsed 
ou the back as presented and not 
paid for the want of funds, the 
order: would -then draw interest 
until paid. But little interest 
was paid to any. one, for the tax 
payer could trade for orders to 
pay his taxes much easter than 
he can now. . 

The citizens inthose early days 
as a whole took much more in- 
terest in our..city than they do 
now. Before any .great and im- 
portant undertaking was begun 
the interest of the tax payer was 
considered.-. The custom of tax- 
ing the property holder..to make 
work for the laboring:-man was 
not followed at.that-time. On 
thecontrary.it wasdifficult to get 
the laboring man to work fcr the 
pay the city had to offer. There 
were several entries in the treas- 
urer’s book of 75c for a day’s 
work. Of course, this was in 
orders or paid with orders for 
road work not worked out. It 
was the custom if a man was so 
situated that be could .not work 
on the road to hire some one to 
work for him; he could hire a 
man for 50c a day ora mananda 
team for $1.00 to $1.25,.and pay 
as best he could, if he did not do 
the work he had to pay 75ca day. 
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THE MILITARY SPIRIT 
OF IOWA IN BY-GONE DAYS. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Sept. 24, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No. 


As these are military times it 
has been suggested to us that we 
review some of our early recol- 
lection of the early war footing 
of Iowa. ‘ 

The legislature of 1842-3 
passed what is known as the 
‘Revised Statutesofthe Territory 
of Iowa.” In this revision the 
military law was revised. Sec- 
tion 5 of chapter 96 provided for 
the. enrollment of all free white 
male persons between the age of 
18 and 45 years, residing, or from 
time to time coming to reside, 
within the military district. I 
think the assessor generally did 
the enrolling, although the law re- 
quired the clerk of the command- 
ing officer to doit. The lawalso 
required them to rendezvous once 
in each year between the 10th of 
September and 15th of October 
for the purpose of inspection, re- 
view and martial exercises. They 
were to be notified by leaving a 
notice at the place of residence, 


86. 


and in case no person could be 
found in the house the notice was 
to be posted on the outside of the 
outer door of the house. These 
notices required the person sub- 
ject to military duty toappear at 
‘such parade or place of rendez- 
vous, arined and equipped as the 
law directs.” That was where 
the fun came in, the arming and 
equipping was immense. We 
recollect visiting one general 
training held in the autumn of 
1843 or ‘44. It was held out in 
Kecklerville, there were no build- 
ings in the way. There were 
probably two hundred men gath- 
ered there, they met in the fore- 
noon and organized and adjourned 
for dinner, after which the col- 
onel came out to review them. 
Irad C. Day was the colonel, he 
was a very sinall man, much less 
in stature than his son Ebenezer. 
He came out mounted on a very 
large charger so large that his 
short limbs would little more 
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than reach down to the sides of 
the large hcerse; he undertook to 
gallop his horse and he bounded 
like a kid ina baby-jumper. He 
had nice uniform and was 
armed with a sword which had 
been presented by Gen. Lafayette 
“to an ancestor of his who served 
on the staff of the revolutionary 
general. (1 have the sword now.) 
The colonel neld his review. The 
rank and file were armed with 
sticks, wooden swords aad corn 
stalks; a few of the rural militia 
took every thing as it should be 
and bought theirrifles with them; 
they had the post of honor, while 
the corn stalk boys were placed 
inthe rear. The drill in the af- 
ternvon lasted about an bour af- 
ter which the militia were by 
order of the colonel discharged 
forthe day. The brigadeir gen- 
eral, J. E. Fletcher, was on the 
ground, but as it was only a regi- 
ment muster he had no authority. 
I don’t think that any more mus- 
ters or trainings were held here. 
Shortly after, say in 1845, the 
Mexican war. broke out, when a 
man by the name of John R. Ben- 
nett enrolled a company but I 
think they did little drilling. 
This company composed 
largely of river men--raftmen. 
All the iumber and logs 
floated down the river in rafts 
manipulated by hand, no steam- 
boat towing was done then, hence 
a great vumber of strong athe- 
letic men were to be found along 
the river, just what were needed to 
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Was 


“terribly 


were’ 


make soldiers. Of this company 
of more than a hundred men thu: 
went off but two ever returned: 
they were mustered out elsewhere 
and had no especial incentive ‘o 
bring them here, not even the 
captain came back. 

When the war of the rebell.an 
broke out the Kecklerville flat 
came in forits share of attraction. 
There the gallant captain, after 
wards Gencral Edward Hatch, 
mustered his company of the Sec- 
cond Towa Cavatry; there they 


did their horseback drilling. I 


recullect loaning my ‘told yellow 
horse” to Lieutenant Metcalf on 
several occasions, the old horse 
possessed all the requisits of a 
good driver but as u rider he was 
rough, he came near 
running away with the lieuten- 
ant several times.. a Ai tae 
After the war of..the’ rebellion 
was fairly-under way the people 
of this city were: startled by the 
report that a rebellion had broken 
out in Keokuk county, known af- 
terwards as the Skunk war. Our 
military company was ordered to 
the front and were gone a week 
or more. They went by rail to 
Washington, and from there by 


wagons to Sigourney, where the 


court house was their headquart- 
ers and barracks. Their living 
was fine. ‘The thought of going 
to war kept them duly sober on 
the outward trip, but such was 
not the case on the: return 
as some were very sick. One 
fellow in the returning ambulance 
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was laid with his head hanging 
out at the back te keep him from 
despoiling the wagon. It proved 
a bloodless affair so far as cur 
Light Guards were concerned. 
We are not going to give the 
names of the veterans of the 


Skunk war for we were not there, 
but 1f one would inquire.of Harry 
Canon he might get-the roll. 

The Missouri war that occured 
in the winter of 1839.40 has been 
written up, so no further mention 
will be made of that. 


+ 


EARLY DAYS OF | , 
STEAMBOATING ON 
_ .THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Oct. 1, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. j 


No. 

From 1836 to 1856 almost all 
the traffic of the states and terrt- 
tories lying alcng the Mississippi 
river between New Orleans and 
-St. Paul was done by steamboats. 
The river was known as the Up- 


per Mississippi and the Lower’ 


Louis was the 
The steamboats 


Mississippi. St. 
dividing point. 

were of all sizes, being from 50 to 
2,000 tons burden; the larger 
ones run on the lower river. The 
boats, as a general rule, were all 


87. 
constructed for freight and pas- 
sengers, a combination hard to 
reach, especially in low water. 
The boats used up this way were 
mostiy all side wheelers, stmilar 
to the Gen. Barnard or the Quin- 
cy. Inthe forties but few stern- 
wheel boats were used, they were 
considered to slow and unhandy. 
I don’t know as I can give any 
better idea of the best early boats 
than by describing the one I 
came to this territory on in 1835, 
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the Brazil (Old Brazil) with Capt. 
Orin Smith master. It was built 
at Cincinnati for the Upper Mis- 
sissippi trade and went up to 
Pittsbutg for a load, considerable 
of which was government sup- 
plies to be taken to Fort Suel- 


ling, at or near St. Anthony 
Falls. The Ohioand Mississippi 
were high. The Brazil was a 


fast boat and it was one contin- 
ual race from Pittsbure to Mus- 
catine. Theriver was alive with 
steamboats and we would hardly 
get clear of one before we would 
be in sight of another; of cuurse, 
the same excitement occured 
again. I recollect our getting 
after one boat, I think its name 
was Columbus, and running all 
day before we got away from it. 
Of course, both boats had to stop 
and do their business and take on 
fuel{wood). The excitement was 
so great that the passengers all 
took a part in wooding. As a 
rule, all the boats could work off 
steam faster than they could 
make it, especialy if they had to 
use green wood, which was more 
abundant than ¢ry, so they usual- 
ly carried along a {ew barrels of 
rosin to urge up the steam. Boats 
on the lower river frequently 
kept a few cords of yellow pine 
knots stored away for such oc- 
casions. Cval was not in use at 
that time. When we saw a black 
smoke coming outof the chim- 
neys we knew it was rosin or pine 
knots that was being used. But 
to the description of the Brazil, 


she was a large side-wheel, sin- 
gle engine boat with two double 
flued boilers; these boilers were 
probably four feet in diameter 
and 28 or 30 feet in length; the 
engine was situated in the middle 
of the boat, had a large fly wheel 
and could uncouple either paddle 
wheel or both. The pump for 
supplying the boilers was at- 
tached to the engine, when the 
water got low the wheels were 
unshipped and the big engine 
run to ‘‘pump up the boilers.” 
It had no doctor, the injectors 
were not known at that time. 
Like all other boats the Brazil 
had a crooked hull, thatis to say, 
the bow and the stern stood up 
high while it was low amid ship 
or in the middle. It was very 
common to load the boats down 
so much that the guards amid 
ship were under water. I recollect 
seeing the steamer ‘‘Uncle Toby” 
going down the river loaded so 
deep that the water would fre- 
quently run across the deck of 
the boat just forward the engine. 
It took its load through toSt. 
Louis all right though. 

Boats then carried large spars 
to push them off from bars in 
shallow places in the river. 
These spars were usually laid 
away when the water was high 
and only brought out as the river 
fell. The process ot sparring off 
a sand bar was. frequently quite 
tedious. I recoliect being on a 
boat that got fast below Keiths- 
burg and staying for over twelve 
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In 
those days the stage planks were 
all moved by hand, no swinging 
stage The 
early boats had no extra pumps, 
doctors as they were called, for 
pumping cut the boat or for fill- 
igjy the boilers or no simall boilers 


hours before gettiag away. 


planks were in use. 


-fur filling the:large ones when 


‘. empty. “They | bad no steam 


“nigger for running capstan. 
The steam escaped through a 
perpendicular heater and thence 
out of the escape pipe-—never into 
the smoke pipes as now. ‘These 
excapements were so loud one 
could not talk with ease if on the 
upper deck near the pipe. They 
could be heard for miles under 
fayorable circumstances. We 
had a boat, the Osprey, that run 
up here; on a still evening it 
could be heard for two hours be- 
fore it arrived, long before it 
could be seen from the top of the 
hill. Upon the imtroduction of 
the horizontal heaters the nui- 
Sance was very much reduced. 
The introduction of the escape 
steam into the chimneys,-as is 
now in use, also modified it still 
more. a a 

Before the -introduction 
steam whistles:‘the bell was the 
main thing used where whistle 
and bell are now used; hence they 
had some very fine loud toned 
A five or. six hundred 
pound bell was common. 
Most of those in use were made at 
the Buckeye Bell Foundry at 
Cincinnati. We rau against oue 


of 


ones. 
very 


of these old bells on the steamer 
W.J. Young. It is the personal 
property of Capt. Blair; and only 
loaned to the boat. It has an 
excellent tone and was cast by C, 
W. Coffin at the Buckeye Bell 
Foundry tn 1849. Around the 
top are allegorical figures of the 
seasons of the year, etc. Its his- 
tury 1s tot known farther back 
than the old steamer Muscatine, 
that ruh here during ‘cr very soon 
after the war of the rebellion. 
Speaking about steam whistles 
steamboats, they appeared 
here as near as I can recollect 
about 1844-45. The old Glaucus 
had the first one, and it seemed 
to me the loudest one of any. 
When it blew it would terrify 
almost any of the uniniated. 
We recollect hearing an acquain- 
tance of ours, James Marshall, 
tell.ot being at a house on the 
bluff accross the river watching 
with a dead person during the 
night in company with an aged 
man by the name of Essex, when 
the old Glaucus, or some other 
boat, blew its whistle. It was 
the first time either of them had 
heard one. ‘hey were both some- 
what startled. Essex suggested 
that something awful would be 


ou 


tbe result, and suggested that 
they have prayers;, which pro- 


posal was ayreed to. 

Soon after steatn whistles were 
introduced the calliope followed. 
At that time all the 
logs that came 


lumber and 
down the river 
was floated down in rafts, it took 
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from 12 to:20 men. toa raft; these 
men had to return to the pineries 
by steamboats and the boat that 
picked up a raft crew increased. 
its passenger list considerable. 
In order to catch the raftmen 
bands. were carried on the beats, 


One steamer, the Denmark, put 
on a calliope, they bad more thin 
their share of raftmen during the 
reign of the. calliope. After a 
year or so it became an.old story 
and was.laid away, 


EARLY DAYS OF 
STEAMBOATING ON 
THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Oct. 8, 1898; written by 
J) Pb. Walton. 


No. 88. 


We stated in our last that most 
of the traffic of the states along 
the Mississippi river was done by 
steamboats. Such was the case 
until the railroad reached the 
river. The products of this part 
of the country were stored during 
the fall and winter, waiting the 
high water in the spring for shrp 
ment. As soon as the ice moved 
out the steamboats were here in 
abundance. J have seen a dozen 
boats im a day, they were going 


upand down the river. Those 
going down during the spring 
months were usually loaded quite 
heavily. They were generally of 
a large class of side wheel boats, 
something like the Quincy of the 
present time; they were both 
freight and passenger boats, 
good runners and good carriers. 
As the season advanced the up 
stream freight was more abund- 
ant, merchants were bringing on 
their yearly supply of goods. 
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The heaviest article brought here 
was Salt. The ‘‘meat”: was 
packed here, no live hogs being 
shipped away at that. time, 
hence the loading in the hull 
below deck was salt. It was a 
cheap commodity and quite heavy 
making a desirable’ freight; 
the steamboats would frequently 
lcad. with it at St. Lous and 
leave it to be sold on commission. 
The salt mostly came from the. 
Kanawha river in western Vir- 
ginia, and came in barrels. It 
was avery common thing to see 
salt piled up by the cord witha 
few. boards to.cover it. The salt 
was brought here on speculation. 

When the river began to fall 
in the autumn the large boats 
had to draw off and a smaller 
kind had their day, they towed 
barges to carry their freight and 
were very familiar with sand 
bars... In order to meet such 
emergencies they carried heavy 
spars to lift the boat into deep 
water; using these spars was 
quite a skillful piece of work, 
it was usually under the super- 
vision of the mate; when the 
river was high these spars. were 
laid away and nothing but the 
derricks were to be seen. The 
derricks. were used for swinging 
up the large staging. 

The greatest drawback to navi- 
gation was the lower rapids above 
Keokuk especially in low water. 
The river frequently got so low 
that not more than 18 inches of 
water could be found on some of 


the chains. Theupper rapids were 
not so bad. I recollect. coming 
down over the upper rapids when 
the the boat drew fully six inches 
more than there was water on 
one of the chains, the rock must 
have been quite smooth as the 
boat took a run for it and slid 
over. We could easily see that 
it raised. the boat while going 
over. I don’t think a boat could 
run up over the chain draw- 


ing aS much water as that 
one. did. At these rapids 
.there were companies’ that 


kept lighters to take treight over, 
and while the low water prevailed 
there were two classes of boats 
that run oo the upper Mississippi, 
the. larger ones ran. from St. 
Louis to Keokuk, and the smaller 
ones from Montrose at the head 
of the rapids to Galena and Du- 
buque. Freight was frequently 
loaded on barges at Keokuk and 
towed. over the rapids by light 
draft. boats. Ithink horses were 
used in towing to a certain ex- 
teut to Montrose, thence by steam 
up the river. Onthereturn these 
barges were loaded and returned 
to Keokuk. Most of the boats 
had. barges of their own to assist 
in carrying freight. 

Here let mesay that those were 
good democratic times, the slogan 
was ‘no national improvement on 
the. western rivers.”* If any was’ 
made the states should make 
them and the states. could. not, so 
they were not: made. Now the 
river is: comparatively of little 
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‘Value, the? government is squan- of the river there were vreat piles 
dering’ money by-the millions in of wood which was-m»s! ly cut ia 
yoputting in wing dams and* the the Winter. for the Use of: ‘tite 
like when there, is very little call) boats: Tn “the Summer Shine ot 
¥ for them For our part we have’ the’ more prosperous. . Woodmen 
given the river commerce up asa kept flat’ ‘boats tu sel} wood ont of 
thing of the past and not: tu re- They would load the - wood boats 
turn any more. If the money and let the. steamboat‘ tow -them 
that. i$: spent putting in the up stream until the wood was 
wing dams-was put on the banks taken-out. This was -considered 
as levees'to keep the river within a great -advantage tir the boat 
its banks’it would be of vast ad- and it was a yvreater advantage 
Vantage tothose residing in the to the seller in-the way of cording 
3 low bottums that.are washed out his wood. A skillful’piler would 
_every three or four years, or at make three-quarters of accord prle 
“least if the system of wing dam- a cord, and no questions asked: 
iny is tusbe continued,-the banks: During the tim2-that naviga- 
of the river should be raised. high’ tion was open, the arrival of a 
- enongh':to keep the water -held- boat “~was quite an event and 
-back ‘by the dams from flowing especially during low water when 
over. private property which it- they -were a little scarce. ‘The 
does nowWin many places. I un- hotels all kept‘a boy whose prin- 
derstand that the last congress cipal:business was tu announce 
appropriated some $600,000 for the ‘‘coming~of a boat.” Our 
such “purposes on this upper river first-recollection of Adam Reul- 
and tlat~“there ig some ten ur ing was when he was ‘‘boat boy”’ 
twenty dams anticipated-between for the lowa House in the spring 
Muscatineand New Boston. Thts’ of 1843. I tried-to get the place 
_ isquite interesting fur the Musca-’ but Adam beat-‘me. Martin Bit- 
“tine Island-and the Illinois bot- zer was “boat boy” for the Park 
tom residents. .The- government House kept by one of the Neidigs. 
engineer claims that to dam up When a boat was announced there 
one-half of the riverat-low water was a lively time at the hotel, in 
won't effect it-at high water. I-the getting off the- guests and. 
don’t think so. faut? “getting more in. In -fact the 
> But to return to‘steamboating whole town was alive, we did not: 
on the Mississippi river between have boat agents: so every mer- 
‘the years 1845 and 1855. I think chant had to look after his own 
that was the zenith of steamboat- goods and pay the freight on 
ing in the then west. As belore them 
stated the fuel was all wood, coal All steamboats had a bar, and, 
was not inuse. Along the bank. of course, a class. of drinking 
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men, the number was not small, 
went aboard the boat for a drink, 
whuie the boats were atthe whar!, 
the pr-ce was double that of the 
price charged at the ‘tyrocery” in 
our town. Speaking about the 
“bar” on the steamboat, it was 
the most profitable interest about 
the boat, if properly managed. 
They all had them, The privilege 
was usually rented out to the bar 
tender who paid liberally for it; 
and two prices for his whisky, 
and two windows for its sale. 
I think the one inside sold for 
10c a drink and the one on the 
vatsideg at Sc. ““The-one out- 
side was patronized by the deck 
hands and the niggers, of course 
they had to have it ckeaper. The 
bar keeper never lost anything 
at that price for his whisky did 
not cost him to cxceed 10c a gal- 
Jon. 

But to turn back to the manner 
of handling freight, we never 
had any warehouse on the wharf 
until the Northern Line built the 
present one about the close of the 
war. All freight was put on the 
bank of the river, where a lot of 


dunnage could be found; who put 
it there I don't know. Jt was 
made of two pieces of timber say 
4x4 12 feet, fastened together 
about 12 inches apart with about 


three rounds. This dunnage 
was laid up and down the 


s'tope of the bank and the freight 
was ptled on it, having an 
open place underneath for water 
to run. If the freight was landed 
in the night and no dravs ready 
to haul it, it was covered with a 
tarpaulin and the edges weighted 
down with cord wood taken from 
the boat if no other was handy. 

When grain was shipped it was 
hauled down to the river in sacks 
and piled on this same dunnage 
and covered up. A watchman 
had to be kept by the shipper to 
keep off the hogs that were al- 
lowed torun at large greatly to 
the annoyance of every shipper. 
Those hogs ‘‘got onto their busi- 
ness,” it was quite difficut to 
weight down a tarpaulin so se- 
cure that a hog would not root it 
up and tear open the sacks of 
grain. 
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EARLY DAYS OF 
STEAMBOATING ON 
THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Oct. 15, 1898; written by 
J} P. Walton. 


No. 


We are very loathe to give up 
an industry as important to the 
_early settier as the steamboat in- 
terest was, While there was an 
immense amount of money in- 
vested in the river traffic but a 
small was held in our 
town or city. Captain Clark L. 
Phelps, better known as Jim 
Phelps, was a river man and was 
interested in several boats at aif- 
erent times. I recollect but one, 
the old Lamentive. He never 
got very rich at the business, 
Captain T. S. Battell solid out his 
hotel, the American House, that 
was the best property in the 
town—it stoud on the northwest 
corner of the Avenue and Sccond 
street—and bought the Oswego, 
a larye sized side wheeled boat, 
rather slow. Herun it perhaps 
one or a part of twe seasons and 
sunk it, taking about all Battell 
had with it. J think Joseph Ben- 
nett lost some in the old boat. 
About the close of the war zn old 


amount 


89 
boat laid at our wharf all the 
season. I think Luke Sells had 
semething to do w th it. 
forgotten the name. 
When the 35th regiment came 
home from.the war Harry Comp- 
ton and some of the other patri- 
otic men of our place circulated a 
Subcription paper and_ ratsed 
money enough to purchase fuel 
for the old boat and secured an 
engineer t» go down and meet 


I have 


the boys. Charlie Chaplan, an 
old river man who was then 
engagel .in running an en- 
eine in the Bennett mill, was 


secured torun the engine of the 
boat. A crowd got on board the 
boat and started down the river 
and when ten or twelve miles 
below the city thev met a boat 
coming up with the 35th 
board. As soon asthe boat came 
along side every one jumped on 
board and left Charlie Chaplan 
and his old fireman, Joe, in 
charge of the boat. Even the 
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pilot left his post. 1] think they 
run the boat ashore first. The 
boat having been laid up awhile 
the seams above the watcr line 
were all open and when the load 
got on, it put the boat down in 
the water and 1t commenced to 
Jeak, and the boat nearly sunk be- 
for the meu gotoff from it; noth- 
iny-but ihe tact of the engineer 
saved it.. 

Previous to the war of the re- 
bellion there were but few regu- 
lar. lines of Ot course, 
sume general regulation applied 
to all; for.instance, while-all 
‘boats run-on Sunday and did 
their business on Sunday but few 
left St. Louis oa that day, and 
but few tu thie But 
meals on the boat the captain sat 
at the head of the table and when 
he sat down the others were at 
liberty todo so. If any especial 
or noted guests were on the boat 
they were seated near the cap- 
tain, chairs were turned down for 
them, and woe be it to the green- 
born that got into one of these 
chairs. We did once, and, of 
course, had a rumpus with the 
waiter, but heid the chair all the 
same. 

On the old boats the front end 
of the cabin was set apart for 
business, a curtain 
across just back of the clerk’s 
office and the bar; this was called 
The principal 
business on inost the boats 
while they were under way was 
There werea class of 


boats. 


mornings. 


was drawn 


the ‘social hall,” 
of 


gambling. 


gamblers that traveled on the 
boats most of the time that were 
experts in their business and woe 
be -it--to the urfortunate fellow 
that fellinto their hands. It was 
charged that the boats were in- 
terested in a share of the gam- 
bler’s profits, 1t certainly looked 
so to an outsider. 

We take a few extracts froma 
paper published by Captain L. 
Parkhurst, an old timer in the 
steamboat line on the upper 
river: 

Take ten vears reaching from 
1835 to 1845 and we call to mind 
ten or a dozen first class boais, 
such as the ‘‘Brazil,” Capt. Orin 
Smith, afterwards president of 
the Minnesota Packet Co., and 
after relenquishing steamboat- 
ing, president of the first street 
car company of Cnicago. The 
“Brazil” was a fine appearing, 
commodious, attractive boat. 
owned by parties then in Cincin- 
nati. She would compare well 
with the St. Paul; not quite so 
strong, but more beam or breadth. 
There was the ‘‘Osprey,” ‘‘Ros- 
ilie,” ‘Empress,’ ‘‘Amarath,” 
Captain John Atchison, ‘‘Iona,” 
Captain Pierce Atchison. On 
the latter our esteemed and long 
since deceased neighbor, Captain 
Dodge, first became initiated in 
handling the rudder and tracing 
the channel of the river. Many 
others I could name, such as 
’ sunk and wrecked on 
She was loaded 


“Femerald,’ 
Sycamore chain. 
principally with stoves and cast- 
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ings for Galena from Cincinnati 
for a man named Dowling, who 
had a Jarge trade in that line of 
Having no insurance,. 
nearly crazed over 
and for days he would 


goods. 

the man was 
his loss, 
walk up and down from the boat 
to Port Byron, singing **Racvon 
on the Rail,” oblivious to every- 
one and to everything. Atl haa 
sympathy for him, too. There 
wasthe ‘tAdmiral”’ and ‘‘Arabia,” 
an 
attractive and imposing appear- 
ance. ©The ‘‘Tempest” was an- 
other—a regular racer. In her 
later years she was employed in 
the transfer business between 
Alton and St. Louis, when the 
Alton and Chicago road was first 
opened to the river. There were 
several stern-wheelers, also men- 
tioned inthe list. There was the 
‘“Adverturer,” Capt. Van Houton, 
the boat on which James B. Eads 
introduced himself to the western 
waters. He became famous as 
an engineer in later years. While 


both side-wheel boats and of 


some of the mere 


ancient class we must reinember 


mentioning 


Ahat during all this time boats 


were being rapidly constructed 
to ply in all the western streams. 
Even the Des Moines, Iowa and 
Cedar were thougt to demand 
the utility of a smaller class of 
boats. Wisconsin, Black, Chip- 
pewa and the ‘St. Croix were 
streams inviting the enterprising 
spirit of western navigators, and 
the next ten years, reaching from 
1845 to 1855, developed surpris- 
ingly the magnitude of travel 
aud traffic demanded on the west- 
eri waters. Companies began to 
form and talk up systematic 
schemes to supply the wants of 
the traveling public. There was 
a heavy emigration - up’ the 
streams, and all were interested, 
aS navigators were desirous to 
bring about some regularity in 
the arrivals and departure of 
the boats, and to avoid competi- 
tion among themselves. 
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EARLY DAYS OF | 
STEAMBOATING ON 
THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Oct. 22, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 


(Continued Extracts from Capt. L. 
Parkhurt’s letter.) 


The Keokuk packet company 
was crganized about 1845; the 
traffic between St. Louis and 
Keckuk was of immense magni- 
fude, and the boats were of the 
attractive aud 
popular class. The stock was 
bought out and eagerly sought. 
At the same time tne traffic be- 
tween St. Louis and Galena was 
or similar proportion, 


most majestic, 


of equal 
and a daily line was proposed and 
a time effected, composcd of the 


W. L Ewing, Tucker, Sucker 
State, Danube, Bon Accord, of 
which Hiram Bersie, of Scott 


county, a companion of LeRoy 
Dodge, was part owner, Canada 
and Minnesota, each taking a 
certain day designed 10 the week. 
This arrangement was well in- 
tended but proved abortive when 
low water occured. The unim- 
proved state of the rapids ard 


90. 


sand bars at that period, no canal 
around the lower rapids, the 
boats were brought in confusion, 
and the regularity destroyed. It 
was during this period that the 
two upper companies—Galena, 
Dunleith and Minnesota Packet 
company and the White Collar 
line—became visible competitors 
for the upper trade from Galena 
to St. Paul, in connection with 
the railroads tapping the river at 
Dunleith, Paririe du Chene and 
LaCross—the White Collar line 
from the latter place up and the 
Minnesota Packet company from 
Galena first and latter from Du- 
buque and Dunlieth when the 
Galena and Chicago Union road 
was extended to Dunieith. In 
the meantime, while these com- 


panies were growing into visible 
factors for the commerce of the 
upper Mississtppi, it was found 
necessary, on account of the two 
rapids, in order to epediate the 


travel, to have short lines ot 


ee a Lyi tne wig” oe Ne, t i Ln ee ad. 
: Ch 6s ght miecgl gen “A ris. ao ae! bb “ye Sak 
} , meen ta toca } wn 7 35 
’ Iv + eee a j ivy. git 4 { 
t7 } ‘ : 
hal ”, ae sh ebay ; wey 
; Phy ble 
pa Pi ee gS abi ey 
a eee eine Ba ‘ va 
i ‘a ' 


‘No. oneraoaMaate’ 


‘ oui 
: ° 


a yr Bye, 
Vs22i22im SHT. ce lg 9 ne 
4 ‘<e ar? ad ogi “eh Mea: tes 
pti eats i nas FRO 
‘ ‘ f “af 
ce ay bggiew “8081 £2 490 lis valued seiteseu suds sed bee & i 
noes 7 iy | bo 
Lee ys pee pa? a oy 
«OG. wie + at ae ie ee 
estan boi toe: Limets ba ered baw st , van | 
“gtk ebiqgst wyal od? bonots of oe ot citer: ito 
Moihiiood ui siguow o19w 2tsod x at 


st) .bezoviash erinahiogs's ois. bars 
oft telly poivoq. ziale gnitub. anw 
-suginw - eat tay N@o Tgqu awd 
ytond stocondii< bas dtigloud 
16lloD spd ¥/ sid bis yosqines 
21Otieqmes sidiziv omprad—sn8l 
snele® sewtt vba 1sqqe odd 101 
Hirnw molssnindo a few 92 08 
is 219i O82 griggst ebsorlies al) 
bos snot wb.gied .ghtiytned 
oot selloDd ottd' i odt—senrDal 
ott bas gu 906ly rolsal oft mort 
aaat unaqares todos slozonatld 


-yC wort yottal fen veri nevlad. 
od) aod suoilnn™ bee oupud. 
biot non ognadg, bow susine. 


ul .dtiotandl ot bebnary ese 
. «mos seody otrdw atninsoc ot 
oidiziv olut giiwory aay eiang 
oil lo so19mmoa i) wt atatoal 
banol eaw 34 hy 


ow} ot} Beserinirsyicr 


! 
Wie ed 


t voqatr 


Vitgietios . tsieg: Mitost To eno 
on? ;268I: suode: besias yrs enw 
bas. eiuod v2  t9sw tod. vata § 


ings scnothmide esw ded 


od} la s19w e2taud 9g0! bore abu 
bus ovitoe tts ,vivastsar yeout | 
asw 2012 aT). gents  wluqod ” 
Idyyoe (hogs bas two sdguod | 
-od offs1l 90%: omit omse ort A’ 
es Kuala) bas eiuo.l 42 rsswd ~ 
solmoqorg - selina 30! tisaps to" « 
bos boeoqorg esw anil ylish 6 boa 
ait lo bozoquios ,beasfo omit a 
yuk oda yews I. me 
to ,brosoA nuff sdunel joe 
Nove to ,newil tosviH soldi 
WHI Io vita eto 8 n0s 
shansQ on : 

& yoidlst. 
doow off tr 
~ot Now enw 


—294— 


a ee 


boats running between the rap- 
ids above, from Rock Island to 
Galena and Dubuque, and to Keo- 
kuk below. The railroads open- 
ing to the river, trafic at Rock 
Island in 1854 was pherominal, 
both in freight and passengers, 
and a daily line was inaugurated 
aud afterwards called the Rapids 
Packet company. The names of 
the boats may berecognuized in 


the list herewith, such as the 
Campbell, Tishomingo, Jenmie 


Whipple, Jennie Lind, Kate Kas- 
sell and later on, the New Boston 
and Keithsburg. The company 
held their position, in their daily 
arrivals and departures in the 
estimation of the public until 
August, 1864, when they sold to 
the Northern Line Packet com- 
pany for $95,000 cash. Benj. H. 
Campbell, who but-a few years 
since committed suicide in Ch1- 
cago by drowning, was the prin- 
cipal owner when the sale was 
effected. The writer was then 
employed on the boats, 
and was immediately transfered 
to the Muscatine, and from the 
middle of August to the close of 
navigation, November 22, cleared 
$10,000. 

The Galena, Dunlieth and Min- 
nesota Packet company saw the 
necessity of making a connecting 
link between this short line, and 
in 1854 contracted for the build- 
ing of four new boats and the 
season following, gave the peo- 
ple of the upper Mississippi a 
fleet of side-whecl steamers that 


one of 


have never been equalled, beiny 
attractive, commodious, light; 
and yetcarried all the freight 
reason dictated, while thronged 
with human life, as they were, 
duriug a period of heavy emigra- 
tion. They were called the Key 
City, Itaska, Milwaukee and 
Northern Light, and four finer 
boats never floated the waters of 
this grand highway. They 
ranged in length from 225 to 245 
feet, were of uniform breadth 
and their cost was from $50,000 
to $60,000 each.. Capt. Orin 
Smith, spoken of heretofore, in 
connection with the old Brazt 
aud later new Brazil, was the 
constructor and superintended the 
building of the same, and our 
worthy and esteemed neighbor, 
Captain Gabbot, commanded the 
Northern Light. 

The addition of these boats 
enabled the company to 
make the connecting link 
with the Rapids company with- 
out crippling the business of the 
upper line. The Alhambra and 
Fanny Harris were placed in the 
Rock Island and Galeua trade 
which prospered. The Royal 
Arch, a side wheeler, being de- 
tailed to fill the place of one 
of the boats in thespring of 1858, 
was sunk in the bend just below 
Sand Craine by the Eclipse, a 
stern wheeler, on the 30th of 
May, up to which time, from the 
20th of March, she had cleared 
$13,000. Being incharge of the 


office myself I witnessed the 
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transactions and scenes on board. 
There were about one hundred 
cabin passengers, six mail bags, 
and several thousand dollars in 
thesafe. Istuffed my pockets with 
the money, gobbled up the mail 
bags, and with all the passengers 


sought the hurricane roof for 
safety. The boat settled to the 
bottom in fitteen or twenty 


minutes, in about fifteen feet of 
water, reaching about half way 
froin the lower deck to the cabin 
floor. She happened to lie 
straight on the sand, however, 
and with the aid of a barge was 
raised and brought down to the 
ways at Rock Island, repaired 
and resumed business in about 
two weeks. There were two or 
three disasters in this trade 
following that, one by the Fanny 
Harris and the City Belle, both 
by collisions with the old bridge 
at this place. The Fanny struck 
the little pier on the lJarboard 
side, sheered off toward the draw 
pier, striking the lower end on 
her starboard side and brought 


her stern end in contact with the 
little pier, by which time there 


was terrible excitement in the 
cabin with the passengers, of 
whom there were about 100. 


The stove upset, the lamp in the 
office was knocked over and the 
bright blaze trailing up the 
ceiling threatened destruction by 
fire. The pilot rounded to at the 
foot of the island and about 
twenty passengers jumped off 
rather than to risk the result 
further. The captain finding the 
water too deep to let her sink 
there, which she was doing 
rapidly, ordered the pilot to back 
heron the bar, upon which she 
settled, the water covering the 
lower deck about two feet. By 
the time she was well settled the 
ferry boat came to us and took 
the passengeis off. ‘The City 
Belle was more fortunate, as she 
managed to get to the shore at 
Davenport, but lost very near her 
whole starboard side wheel and 
guards. Of course, she was lop- 
sided, but she effected a landing. 
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EARLY DAYS OF 
STEAMBOATING ON 
THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Oct. 29, 1898; written by 
F }.-P. Walton. 


No. O1. 


(Continued extracts from Captain L. 
Parkhurst’s letter.) 


While these two decades [1835 
to 1855] made good returns on 
the capital invested, the next ten 
years brought about the climax 
of prosperity to the navigators of 
the upper Mississippi, although 
several fine boatslefttheir wrecks 
scattered up and down the river. 
The Northerner was burned. the 
Burlington sunk below Wabasha, 
the Nominee sunk at Crooked 
Slough, the Northern Light. 
likewise, and the Brazil on a 
big boulder off the foot of Camp 
McClellan from which it 
called Brazil rock, up to the time 
the government blasted it out. 
The season of 1865 turned outa 
net profit of over $500,000 to the 
Northern Line Packet company. 
Their stock was buoyant at 3 to 
1 and and surely it was then the 
proper time to unload. The 
transportation of troops had 
ceased, travel diminishing, rail- 


was 


roads were becoming toonumerous 
and paralleling the river and all 
kinds of traffic falling away from 


the river lines. Bridges were 
coming forward rapidly to ob- 


Struct the passing of boats in the 
night, in fact they are an obstruc- 
tion to the freedom of navigation 
in any light they may be con- 
sidered. ©°Time is money and 
all bridges cause loss of time 
with anything floating on the 
river! As toprofitsof individua] 
boats, 1865 something re- 
markable. ‘Che Muscatine, cost- 
ing probably $40,000, cleared over 
$71,000; the Keithsburg and New 
Boston in this short time netted 
some 524,000 to $30,000 each. In 
one trip the White Cloud cleared 
over $10,000. On this trip the 
writer had an experience which 
exemplified the precarious state 
of our currency at that time 
(1857). We had a freight bill to 
collect at Omntha 
portation of an 
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for the trans- | 
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vault, over S500. 1n amount. It 
was paid in new bills, one. pack- 
age of $500 being on the bank of 
Brownsville, Nebraska. Step- 
ping there the next morning, we 
went tou the bank abuut 10 o’clock 
and drew the yold. Next morn- 
ing the bank 
announced in the St. Louis papers, 
but that 
the tumbling 
the country. 
When we look back over the past 
fifty years and cumprehend the 
vast amount of capital that has 
been 
vate the western waters,and then 


failure of the was 
was afamous year for 


of banks all over 


invested to properly navi- 


view our preseut surroundings, 
the accumulated improvements of 
the age and prospects of further 
advances, we can only estimate 
the value of such capital by the 
good it hasaccomplished. It kas 
settled up the country and opened 
the way for railroads to citp the 
traffic and, jn ithe 
language shakespeare, 
“Othello’s occupation 
There 1s no dispute, 
that water liighwaysare a Jeveler 
of rates of traspurtation. Io!- 
lowing are the different packet 


therefrom, 
of 

is gone,” 
however, 


prone and their boat-: 

t. Louts and Keokuk Packet 
Co ae Johnson, City of 
Quincy, City of Leauisana, City 
Warsaw, Des Moines, Golden 
Eagle, Hannibal City, Jennie 
Dean, Kate Kearney, New Eng- 
land, Rob Roy, War Eagle, Sam 
Gaty, Stephen Bayard, J. H. 
Johnson, Di Vernon, Lucy Ber- 


tram, Edward Bates, Mononga- 
hala, Cambria, Mary Stevens, 


New England. 

Minnesota Packet Co.—lItasca, 
Northern Light, Northern Belle, 
Milwaukee, War Eagle, City 
Belle, Greek Slave, Alhambra. 
Galena, Gray Eagle, Kate Keth- 
sell, Key City, Roval Arch, ue 
nie Harris, Flora. ; 

Northern Line Packet’ Co;— 
Burlington, Clinton, Canada, 
‘Denmark, Davenport, Dan Hine, 
Henry Clay, Hawkeye State, 
Keithsburg, Lake Superior, Min- 
nesota, Muscatine, 
New Boston, 


Minneapolis 
Pembina, Petrel, 
Red Wing, Rock Island, Sucker 
Strate, Savana, W. L. Ewing, 
Dubuqve Northerner, James 
Manes, Fred lLorenz, Charlie 
Cheever, Bull Henderson, Reserve, 
Metropolitan, Little Giant. 
White Collar Line.—Annie 
Johnson, Addie Johnson, Alex- 
ander Mitchell, Frank Steel, Gem 
City, Moses. McClellan, North- 
western, Piil. Sheridan, S. S. 
Merrill, Favorite, Enterprise, 
Flying Eagle, Dexter, George 5. 
S Wicks, Countess, City of St. 


Paul, Belle of LaCrosse, S. 8S. 
Merrill, Jacob Fraber,. Alex. 
Kendal, G. H. Wilson, Grand Pa- 


cific, Jennie Baldwin. 

Diamond Jo Line.—Arkansas, 
3anuock City, Diamond Jo, Ida 
Fulton, Josephine, Josie, John C. 
Gault, Livbie Conger, Imperial, 
Mary Morton, Pittsburg, Sidney, 
St. Paul, Tidal Wave, Gem City, 
Martin Walt, Sligo. 
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Captain Parkhurst gives the 
names of some 250 independent 
boats, most or all of which run 
here during the period of twenty- 
five years from 1840 to 1865. It 
can be easily seen how we got 
our dozen boats a day as men- 
tioned in one of our early com- 
munications. 

To an outsider it now looks as 


though those short line boats 


that do the passenger and freight 
business of the river were only 
feeders for the railroads, and 
what through boats that are left, 
not more than three or four, run 
for outing travel during the sum- 
mer months and are laid up dur- 
ing the spring and autum. Of 
course, this does not include the 
raft boats that are used in the 
lumber business. 
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_ [RECOLLECTIONS OF 
PERSONS AD EYENTS CONNECTED WITH OUR SCHOOLS IN EARLY TIMES. 


Publisbed in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Nov. 5, 1898; written by 
]. P. Walton. 


No. 


When our high school building 
burned down nearly three years 
ago, all the records then known 
to exist were burned, even those 
of the last meeting before the fire. 
So the writers of history could 
have a clear sailing with little or 
nothing to contradict them. Such 
is not the case in a literal man- 
ner, for quite recently a few frag- 
ments of the records of school 
districts, Nos. land 2, came into 
my hauds. They. were rescued 


92. 


from the old building used by M. 
Block as an office, it stood where 
the Oat Meal Co. are building a 
new elevator. These old books 
contain the records and accounts 
of school district No. 1 from May 
1854 to May 1859, and the records 
of district No. 2 from March 8, 
1850, to March 28, 1858. 

The city was divided, by whom 


or when I don’t know, into two 


districts. Sycamore street was 
the dividing line—No. 1 on the 
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northeast side, and No. 2 0n the 
southwest side. School house 
No. 2 was built in 1849-50, at a 
cost of nearly $5,000; 1t wasa 
40x45 feet, two story, brick build- 
ing; it stood where the present 
First ward school house now 
stands. ie erie kia 

School house No. 1 stood where 
the Third ward school house now 
stands. It was a two-story brick 
building, much larger than the 
other, 45365 feet, and was con- 
constructed in 1851-52. It cost 
over $7,000. 

The school year in No. 1 was 
divided into twotermsa year aud 
was opened March 7, 1853. with D. 
Franklin Wells as principal, Miss 
Margaret M. Lyon first assistant, 
Miss Henrietta A. Mikesell sec- 
ond assistant; Miss Kate P. Fos- 
ter, a neice vf Suel Fostor, was 
the school in 


connected with 


some manner for she was paid 


two orders of S50 each. In I854 
Miss M. L. Davidson’s name ap- 
pears fora $100 order. In 1855 


the following mames occurs on 
the treasurer’s book as drawing 
money for teaching: D. Frank- 
lin Wells, $250; Miss M. M. 
Lyon, $125; Miss Mikesell, $75; 
Miss Davidsen, $75; Miss Lane, 


$100, Miss M. E. Barrows, $81.80. 


D. Franklin Wells came from 
Oneida county, New York; he 


wus a graduate of the State Nor- 


mal school at Albany, N. Y. 
At the time he came bere, in 
1853, Hon. T. S. Parvin was 


president of the school board aud 


interested himself 
good teachers; through his in- 
fluence Prof. Well and Miss 
Lyou were induced to come here. 
‘Che professor staid here four 
years and had a_ professorship in 
the state university at Iowa City 
offered him and he accepted it. 
He was afterwardsappointed and 
elected state superintendent of 
public instruction. He died at 
Iowa City, leaving a widow and 
some four children. 

The first assistant, Miss Mar- 
garet M. Lyon, was a native of 
Herkimer county, N. Y; she 
awas yvraduate of the State Nor- 
mal school, class 3. She taught 
four years and retired at the time 
Prof. Wells dtd, concluding some 
otber vocation was more to her 
liking. After spending a few 
years with her friends she mar- 
ried Mr. George B. Dennison, a 
former principal in district No. 
2, who died some yearsage. Mrs. 
Dennison now lives at 409 east 
Fifth street, and looks quite as 
pleasant and about as young as 
she did near fifty years ago when 
I first saw her. 

When the school was first 
opened there were two other as- 
sistants, oue was a Miss Emeline 
Fisher, who married Mr. Johu 
Wilson; they lived in Chicago 
but a few years ago. The other 
assistant was a Muss Griffing, I 
don’t know what became of her, 
I presume she got married and 
lost her identity, which was the 
lot of many of our lady teachers. 
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Miss Henrietta Mikesell came 
here with ber parents while quite 
young, and by hard study filled 
her place as a teacher with entire 
satisfaction until she married 
John Miller and raised a family 
of:two daughters and perhaps 
others. Sheis now dead. Miss 
Davidson married and moved 
west, had a family, but was said 
said to have been killed by the 
Indians. Of Miss Lane I know 
but little. 

-Miss M. E. Barrows wasa na- 
tive of Oneida county, N. Y., 
was a graduate of the Clinton 
Liberal Institute, class of 1854. 
After teaching a yearin old No, 
land a year in county schools, 


she returned to her home in 
Oneida county. where she was 
married in June, 1857, to J.P. 


Walton, and returned to Musca- 
tine, and has been the mistress of 
Evergreen Nook for more than 
forty ears. 

In 1856 Miss Fannie Adams 
employed au 
teacher. Sbe was the daughter 
of Samuel Adams the Quaker 
brickmaker. She taught a vear 
or two and, if I recollect aright, 
when her father moved to In- 
dianapolis she went with bim. 


was as assistant 


In 1857 the account book shows 
Thomas Beham  as_ principal, 
Miss Mary Williams, Henrietta 
Mikesell, Fanny Adams, 
‘Tempy Seeley were the board of 
school teachers. Their salaries 
ranged from $200 to $800. 


Miss Mery Williams was a sts- 


and 


had just closed 


——_——. 
ter of Judge Joseph Williams 
and Hon. Robert Williams. She 
came from Pennylvania, was a 
goud teacher and very popular 
with the smaller grades pupils, 
but as a scholar she was not very 
proficient. Her popularity kept 
her in the schools a long time. 
She was an exception to the rule 
for female 
got married, 

On December 19, 1857. an order 
was drawn to pay Miss D. E. 
Payne for teaching 
term just then ended. *There be 


teachers, she never 


the tenth 
ing two terms a year this order 
indicate that the schowl 
its fifth year, 
which was a fact. Where Miss 
Dela E. Payne came from I don’t 
know, but she marricd Hon Ed. 
H. Thaeyr, now of Clinton, Jowa. 
During the tenth terma Miss 
‘labor ard a Miss Julta Beard 
I don't recollect 
any thing about them. 

Od Meareh (15) 1858. Dr.) 


would 


taught school. 


isc 


~Goodno was employed as a teach- 


er atva salary ‘of $900. .Dr. 
Goodno he'd this position until 
the second year of the war, in 
1862, he appointed 
adjutant of the 37th regiment of 
beard 


when was 
Iowa volunteers, the grey 


bes] 
reviment. After the was 


over he got a position in the In- 


War 


terior departmentat Washington. 
He died some fuur years ago. 
The record book commences 
April 4, 1856. E. Klein 
president, Win. Leffingwell treas- 


Was 


urer,and Richard Cadlesecretary. 
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There are many interesting en- 
tries in the book. Iu June, i856, 
occurs the following: “Com- 
plaint has been made to the di- 
-rectors of school district No. 1 
that undue severity been 
used iu siid school by the correc- 
tion of 
them with a rawhide; therefore, 
be in resolved by the board of 
directors, that from and after 
this day and date the use ofa 
rawhide in the schools will not be 
tolerated.” On September 18, 
1856, Mr. Edward Couch was ap- 
pointed principal of the school 
at a-salary of $275 a term. 
October 15 appears the following: 
‘“‘Hdward Couch for teaching two 
weeks $25, and Thomas Beham 
is employed to teach the balance 
of the term.” We never knew 


has 


scholars by whipping 


On. 


that Ed. Cuuch tried his hand at 
teachizy. ‘This was before he 
went into the army. 

In March 1847 a resolution was 
carried requiring the principal to 
keep an account uf the time that 
the teachers were absent and to 
have the same deducted from 
their salarv. In July 1857 it was 
ordered that the principal of the 
school shall employ his own as- 
sistant at such price as the 
board shall allow. I think this 
rule was in force while Dr. Good- 
no remained. 

In our next we will review 
some of the records of school dis- 


trict No. 2. While it did not. 
have near as many scholars it 
perhaps has more interesting 


history. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


PERSONS AND EVENTS CONNECTED WITH OUR SCHOOLS IN EARLY TIMES. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday. Mail, Nov. 12, 1898; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


No 


As I before stated most of the 
records of our city schools were 
destroyed at the burning of the 
high school a few years ago. The 
only remaining fragments left 
were rescued from a pile of old 
papers in M. Block’s old office. 
How the school districts in Mus- 
catine were organized isa little 
problematic. In the Muscatine 
county history, on page 420, oc- 
curs the following: 

‘“‘The board of county commis- 
sioners constituted school district 
No. 1, November 4, 1839, embrac- 
ing the limits of township 78, 
north range, two west.” [This 
was undoubtedly 77 north,] This 
organization was used to draw 
public money for school purposes. 
Iuater there was a school house 
built by private enterprise and 
used for the town school, 1t stood 
on the ground where the Journal 
printing office 1s now located or 
On south end of lot 5 in block 


34. This school house was. ‘gob- 
bled’ by the Methodists for a 
meeting house and a new school 
bouse had to be secured. . 

When district No. 2 was 
organized Iam unable to ascer- 
tain, at all events it occupied 
that part of the city west of 
Sycamore street, andin 1848 they 
commenced toadvocate the build- 
ing of a new school house. A 
tax was levied and litigated and 
decided illegal. Then another 
effort was made with better suc- 
cess. The old record begins with 
the following entry: 

‘*Muscatine, Ia., March 8, 1850. 
The first meeting of the board 
of directors of school district No. 
2, Bloomington township, Mus- 
catine county, took place this 
evening. The present board cun- 
sists of G. S. Branham, president; 
Alfred Purcell, treasurer, and M. 
MC woetkshire, secretaty., The 
first business before the board 
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was the setulement with Z. Covel, 
the former secretary.. Mr. Covel 
had collected of the tax levied to 
purchase a site for a schvol house 
and to build a house thereon, 
$1,080.21, and was allowed his 
percentage thereon.” he Dis- 
trict was undoubtedly organized 
and running a year or more be- 
fore this record commenced. 

Ono Apr-l 5, 1850, the assess- 
menton Joseph Bennett’s mill 
was reduced from $22,902 to318,- 
000. At the same meeting a 
mention was made of the receipt 
of $140.06 from the state school 
fund for the year 1850. On Aug. 
3, 1850, Daniel Mauck was al- 
lowed $875.24 for brick and 
stone work on the schvol house. 
We conclude by this and similar 
bills the school board did not let 
any one man have the contract 
of the whole house but divided it. 

At the meeting of Dec. 21, 
1850, J. C. Irwin was given the 
contract to make the seats for 
the new school house; he 
aiso authorized to measure the 
plastering. On January 10.1851, 
the secretary, M. M. Berkshire, 
presented his bill for collecting 


was 


the tax for 1850 Then all 
school and city taxes were col- 


lected by special collectors. On 
February 5, 185!, M. M. Berk- 
shire tendered his resignation 
and Henry O'Connor was ap- 
pointed secretary. From Feb. 5, 
1851 to May 5, 1852, there is no 
record. 

At the meeting, May 5, 1852, 


J.C. Irwin was president, Pliney 
Fay treasurer, and Heury O'Con- 
nor secretary. At a previous 
meeting G. B. Denison was em- 
ployed as principal at a salary of 
$50 per year. Lydia EK. Deni- 
son was also employed as first 
assistant at $250, and Mary A. 
Stiles as second assistant at 5225. 
The school year was divided into 
three terms. 

On May 23, 1852, the officers 
were John C. Irwin president, 
Wm. St. John treasurer, and M. 
Berkshire secretary. On August 
resolution was passed in-. 
structing the teachers to assess. 
against each scholar as a tuition 
fee from $1.5) to S2 per term, but 


3) 2 


no provisious were made _ for 
collecting. By November 18 


there had been several changes 1n 
the board. M. Block was presi- 
dent. Wm. St. John treasurer, 
and Joseph Bridgman secretary. 
A resolution was passed instruct- 
ing the secretary, Jos. Bridgman, 
to secure the papers and money 
belonging to the district in the 
hands of Mr. O'Connor. 

Ata meeting held on January 
3, 1853, the teachers’ salaries for 
the last term were 
amounting to $325, alsoa bill of 
G. B. Denison for cash paid for 
sundries amvunting to $37.24. 
There had been several of this 
kind of€bills. Ithink Mr. Denison 
must have been their banker, as 
he appears to bave advanced for 
them in money at other times. 

A move was made on March 
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11, 1853, to reorganize the dis- 
trict under the new school law, 
and on the second day of May a 
meeting was called to votea tax 
to pay off the debt of the district. 
A new board of directors seem to 
have been eletced who were Rev. 
A. B. Robbins to serve three 
years; Joseph Bridgman, secre- 
tary, for two years, and James S. 
Hatch, treasurer, for one year. 
At a meeting held on April 18, 
1853, Mr. G. B. Denison was 
elected principal, Miss Em- 


ma Lincoln for the second depart- 


meut, and Miss Charity N. Mer- 
rill the primary department. 
There was an order issued to the 
patrons of the school that the un- 
paid tuition must be paid im- 
mediately to the treasurer. 

On May 8, 1853, Jacob Butler, 
J. P. Freeman and F. Thurston 
were admitted to the board, they 
having been elected on the 2nd. 
At this meeting 1t was voted that 
no children under 5 years ol age 
should be admitted; 1t was also 
voted that no children outside 
of the district should be admitted 
without a special permit from 
the directors, but if any were ad- 
mitted they were to pay $3 per 
term for the first department, $2 
for the second department, and 
none were to be admitted in the 
primary department.  Circum- 
stances soon proved that these 
arbitrary rules were not needed, 
for district No. 1 had a larger, 
better and further advanced 
school than No, 2. No. 1 soon 


took the lead and always kept it 
while the districts were separ- 
ated. : as 

On August 5, 1853, an unusual 
motion was offered by Rev. A. B. 
Robbins and passed. It provided 
that Mr. Satch be made a ccmm- 
mittee to see that a branch of 
study called the ‘thistory of the 
United States” be taught in Mr. 
Dentson’s room. [ don't know 


what that meant, but I think 
that a little friction existed 
between the president of 


the school board and the princi- 
pal of the school, which eventualy 
developed into a general school 
revolution that relieved the 
school of both its Caesars. 

At the close of the November 
term of 1853, it was decided to 
have a publicexamination of the 
schools. It was quite common at 
that time to have such examin- 
ations. The directors and other 
noted personages were expected 
to be present and were frequently 
requested to ask questions of 
some of the more brilliant schol- 
ars. J recollect being present at 
one public examination and ask- 
ing a very simple question of a 
class in arithmetic, it was a lit- 
tle out of the ordinary and it 
made a ‘‘fearful break.” I did 
uot have a chance to ask any 
more questions in that school. 
These examinations had _ the 
effect to bring the scholars, the 
teachers and the directors into 
some kind of prominence. I 
think it is many years, at least 
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thirty, since we have had any of 
those public examinations in our 
city schools. 

At a mecting held March 28, 
1854, Rev. Robbias reported that 
he had conversed with Mr. Den- 
ison about teaching one term 


longer, and that Mr. Denison 
declined todoso. There was a 


motion made and carried, but af- 
terwards rescinded, to employ 
two female teachers in the place 
of -Mr. Denison. On April 21 
Mr. Butler was instructed to cor- 
respond with Mr. A. B. Tuttle. 
On the 26th Mr. Tuttle with Mrs. 
Dennice and Miss Eliza B. Walk- 
er were employed as teachers. 
The selection of these teachers 
was the culmination of the Den- 


ison-Robbins rupture. Deni- 
son was out and he was deter- 
mined that Robbins should go, 
A meeting of thevoters was called 
to refer the matter to the people; 
it looked to an outsider who at- 
tended the meeting, like a battle 
between the Congregational 
church and the outsiders includ- 
ing all the roughs in the town. It 
was voted by the crowd that 
Rev. A. B. Robbins, F. Thurston, 
Jacob Butler and Joseph Bridg- 


man should resign. Ata meet- 
ine May 1, 1854,- they did 
resign and with them went 


an interest and a standing that 
took the school a long time to, 1f 
it did ever, recover. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


PERSONS AND EVENTS CONNECTED WITH OUR SCHOOLS IN EARLY TIMES. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Nov. 19, 1898; written by 


J. P. Walton. 


No. 93. 


Previous to 1860 the free 
schools, as the public schools 
were called, were not considered 
hardly toney enoneh by all 
classes. In this state there were 
a goodly number of western and 
southern people whothought that 
free schools were provided for 
poor persons to attend, they con- 
sidered their children too good to 
associate with the poor man’s 
“kids.” This was true of the 
eastern people also to a certain 
extent; hence the necessity of 
securing the support of the more 
influential class in the public 
school movement. 

In continuation of our review 
of school district No. 2 we find 
that on the Ist day of May, 1854, 
four of the six members of the 
school board resigned, one at a 
time, commencing with Jocob 
3utler whose place was filled by 
Mr. A. Dunsmore; then I*. Thurs- 
ton, whose place was filled by S. 


B. Hill; then Joseph Bridgman 
Stepped down and out and was 
succeeded by Mrs. S. G. Stein; 
lastly Rev. Robbins the presi- 
dent of the board, resigned and 
his place was filled by Mr. Henry 
Reese. These men had wurked 
hard to keep the social standing 
up to a high position and they 
feltas though they were crowded 
out by a lot of citizens who had 
little or no interest in the schools. 
They then turned their attention 
elsewhere, they got up a com- 
pany and built a large frame 
house on the west side ot lowa 
Avenue at the corner of 5th street, 
which was known as the Stone 
school house; they employed a 
Mr. Store and opened an 
academy. ‘This school was not 
a paying investment and was 
closed. Other parties got hold 
of it and tried to run it, but the 
public schools proved too much 


for it. One cold morning when 


thermometer was 30° below 
it burned 
never rebuilt. Many of us recol- 
lect the Stone school house and 
the beautiful lake, Siler’s pond, 
near by, both have dtsappeared. 

But to return to N>. 2, the first 
thing the new board did was to 
rehire the teachers the old board 
had secured. 
meeting they appointed a com- 
mittee to settle with Mr. O'Con- 
nor who had been secretary some 
two years previous. A_ settle- 
ment was not had with Mr. 
O'Connor until sometime after- 
wards, and then the balance was 
paid in attorney fees in a suit be- 
tween the two school districts. 
I don’t nose what they were law- 
ing about, the record doesn't tell. 
Mr. Abel Fry was appointed col- 
lector for the district. 

In those days the school direc- 
turs haa to do something for the 
honor of betng officers. They 
gotuo pay. I notice that on 
June 5, 1854. a committee of three 
were appointed to examine the 
different school rooms, to 
range the schotars and equalize 
the numbers in the different de- 
partments. This was not neces- 
sary while Mr. Denison was the 


the 


Zero down and was 


are 


principal. [wonder howit would 
suit our present medical school 
board to have to put in their 


time on such an arrangement. 
In July, 1854, Mr. Purcell with- 
Crew from the board and Charles 


Nealey was appointed in his 
stead. The teachers during the 


At their secoud 


cle 
‘ 
“Ha, 


seasou of 1854 were A. B. Tuttle 
princtpal, with Mrs. Deunts and 
Miss Walker as assistants. 

At the November, 1854, meet- 
ing a move was made to change 
the teachers, and on December 
Sth they employed Mr G. B. 
Denison as principal, Miss Mer- 
rill and Miss Jones as assistants, 
The appointment of Mr. Denison 
did not suit the Robbins faction,. 
and December 19th ‘‘a remon- 
strance was presented, signed by 
more than thirty citizen of the 
district against the action of the 
board in hiring Mr. Denison as a 
teacher.” The  remonstrance 
was referred to a committe con- 
sistiug of Henry Reese and J. P. 
Freeman, who made their report 
at the meeting following, it was 
placed on file, and Denison kept 
on teaching all the same. 

At the April election in 1855, 
the board consisted of Henry 
Reece, J. P. Freeman, S. B. Hill, 
C. Neally, A. Jackson, and J. A. 
Green. At the first meeting of 
this board the following bills 
were allowed for janitor’s fees: 
Ed. Couch $2.00, J. Birkshire 
95.25, Aug. Springer $2.62. We 
may mention something of the 
character of these boys later— 
they were nothing but boys then. 

On April 28, 1855, the follow- 
ing teachers were employed: N. F. 
Hoag principal, Miss Lydia I. 
Denison and Mrs. Julia N. B. 
Walton assistants. A list of the 


text books used were: Cutter’s 
physiology, Mitcheli’s geogra 
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phy, Pinneas’ grammar, Wilson's 
history’s and Parley’s illustrated 


history, Burrit’s astronomy, 
Davies geometery, McGuffey’s 
readers, Ray’s arithmetic and 


algrebra, and Fulton and East- 
man’s bookkeeping. 

August 30, 1855, the board ap- 
pointed G. B. Denison a commit- 
tee to settle up the old accounts 
and fixup a judgment standing 
in the court brought by LeGrand 
Byington against M. M. Berk- 
shire. If I recollect aright Berk- 
shire collected some taxes for the 
district that Byington considered 
incorrect and got relief by the 
court. He was afterwards paid 
$49. 

On December 24, 1855, R. M. 
Burnett took the place of Heury 
Reece on the board; Charles 
Neally was elected president of 
the board, and J. A. Green secre- 
tary. A Mr. Gillman taught five 
weeks in the place of Mr. Hoag 
who was prevented from filling 
his term by sickness. 

On April 4, 1856, Our Hon. 
Samuel McNutt was employed to 
teach the school at a salary of 
$500 a year, with Miss Upham 
and Miss Merrill as assistants. 
On April 25 G. B. Denison andS. 
G. Hill presented their certificates 
of election as directors, and. Deni- 
son was appointed secretary. 
During that year he was quite 
exact in some of his entries, for 
instance ‘‘adjourned at 10 
o’clock;” the next meeting ‘‘at 9 
o’clock.” He was undoubtedly 


the best secretary the district 
ever had. On Decomber 25, 1856, 
Samuel McNutt resigned—a six 
month’s school was enough for 
him at that time. 

Ou January 8, 1857, Mr. Den 
son resigned his position as secre- 
tary and S. G. Hill was elected 
in his place. February 21. 1857, 
Moses Ingals was elected princi- 
pal. At theend of the year Geo. 
Meason was added to the board, 
in whose place the minutes do not 
say. The records show that the 
teachers in December were Moses 
Ingals, Miss Upham, Miss Deni- 
son and Miss Maxwell. 

January 2, 1856, a report was 
made that an eastern lady re- 
fused to come westand takea 
position as teacher on the ground 
ot her inability to raise funds to 
pay her expenses; a draft for $50 
was sent to her for traveling ex- 
penses and taken out of her 
salary. She proved a valuable 
teacher and remained some years. 
After getting married and leav- 
ing Muscatine she resumed teach- 
ing in the city of Des Moines for 
the remainder of her days; she 
died but afew monthsago. At 
the January 2d mecting the rate 
of tuition was fixed at $2.50 per 
term or $7.50 per year for primary 
department for the intermediate 
$10.50, and the higher depart- 
mentSi5a year. A motion was 
also made and carried to expel 
all pupils who did not pay up. 

There seems to have been a lit- 
tle jarring on the board in some 
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way, quite likely between Butler 
and Denison, for Butler offered a 
resolution to have some of the 
entries made by Denison in the 
school registry expurged from 
the registry, as being irrelevant 
and only the opinion of Mr. Den- 
ison. The restlution was laid on 
the table. Mr. Denison was em- 
ployed to write up the ‘‘registry 
of scool monies” at an expense 
of not to exceed $10. 

The last entry in the old book 
was a record of the salaries paid 
to the teachers; Moses Ingalls 
$266,67; Miss Pepper $65.30, 
Miss Denison $100, Miss Upham 
$100, Miss Merrill $21. This 
was for one term or one-third of 
a year; while the salaries of the 


teachers were much lower at this 
time the expense to the pupil 
was much more. Then the poor 
man had to pay for the schooling 
of his boy, now the rich man 
pays for schooling the poor 
man’s boy, and in many esses 
the poor man keeps growling 
about some imaginary wrong, 
especially if his boy don’t get a 
good education for the want of 
time to attend school. 

During the period from 1850 
to 1860, while the public school 
system was in its infancy, we 
had a great number of private 
schools, frequently several at a 
time; they were generally quite 
ephemeral, ‘‘but they were here 
all the same.”’ 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Persons and Events Connected with our Schools 


in Early Times. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, November 26, 1898. 


Written by J.P. Walton. 


. No. 94- 


In our last we promised to say 
something about the schools of 
our city previous to 1865. The 
public schools were being devel- 
oped, they had just become free 
schools, in fact, no tuition was 
collected after that time. The 
teachers salariesand therunning 
expenses were raised then asnow 
by taxation. In1865 there were 
between 600 and 700 pupils with 
sixteen or seventeen teachers, 
There are now, during the fall 
term about 2,300, in the winter 
term it will reach 2,800, with 
fifty-seven teachers. ‘The public 
schools have gained such a hold 
on the people that no private 
school in the city exists, save the 
two parochial schools of the 
Catholic churches with about 
150 pupils, and a Normal schoo] 
taught by Prof. Leverich of from 
30 to 50 pupils—in allless than 
200 go elsewhere. The question, 
how did this come? we will 


answer by saying that those 
school fathers, as we will call 
them, who organized and con- 
ducted our schools through their 
earlier days are undoubtely the 
parents of this generous school 
system. In looking over the 
names of these directors we find 
the imprint of New England 
deeply stamped on all of them 
either by inheritance or by their 
associations. In district No. 2 
the three first directors were 
probably not natives of the New 
England states, but before they 
commenced to run the school it 
went into the handsof Mr. G. B. 
Denison, who although a native 
of New York was said to be a 
lineal descendant of that old 
Massachusetts magistrate, Dan- 
iel Dennison. Mr. Denison was 
thoroughly familiar with the free 
school system of New England 
whichat that timeextended over 
all the Northern states; he wasa 
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man of personality and magnet: 
ism that would almost always 
influence any one he  associ- 
ated with to believe that his was 
the correct way. It wassowith 
this school; the directors were 
good men, they were willing to 
let Mr. Denison ‘‘run the ma: 
chine,’ forthey thought he knew 
how. Results have proven that 
they made no serious mistake. 
School matters went along quite 
smoothly until a man of equal 
personality was elected on the 
school board, Rey. A. B. Robbins, 
then the trouble began. In our 
extracts from the old school rec- 
ords in a former contribution we 
have reviewed their differences 
quite fully. 

After Mr. Denison left school 
No. 2, he was elected county 
superintendent and served some 
three or four years. He then 
went into the school book busi- 
ness as traveling book agent; his 
duty was to visit all the school 
houses in this territory and talk 
school books and education, and 
to introduce and sell books. In 
the rural partsof lowa he found 
things quite different from our 
city, the country was thinly set- 
tled although an abundance of 
school houses were built or in the 
expectation of being built. The 
land had largely been entered by 
speculators who did not improve 
it, they simply held it and paid 
the taxes on it, The settlers 
gave them all the taxes they 
wanted, they assessed the non- 


resident property up to its full 
value and built school houses, 
and supported the schools large- 
ly on the taxes. The lands were 
frequently sold for the taxes, 
there were always enough buy- 
ers, the profits were large and the 
title good if the properlegal pro- 
ceedings were followed, which 
the school beards were careful 
should be done. Such was the 
condition of the school system 
that met Mr. Denison, who un- 
doubtedly ressoned that if the 
land is going to be sold why not 
go in for some, and he did quite 
largely and very profitably. 
These western people were not 
all the parties that practiced tax- 
ing non-residents, for while in 
New England some three years 
ago my attention was called to < 
tract of land for sale very cheap. 
I thought of buying it on a 
speculation, but on enquiring 
about the taxes I was informed 
that the assessment on land like. 
that if it belonged to an non- 
resident would be double that of 
aresident. I found that the New 
England people had acquired the 
early western way of taxation. 
Mr. Denison married Miss 
Margaret Lyons, a former teach- 
er in district No. 1, and was a 
resident of this city at the time 
of his death. He left a wife and 
daughter, the latter is now Mrs. 
Edna Denison Blackwell. Both 
are residents of our city.— 
Mr. Denison was the most ac- 
tive and prominent school man 
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in our city during the early days 
of our schools. 

District No. 2 had in the per- 
son of Rev. A.B. Robbins a most 
excellent school man; he was a 
native of Massachusetts, came 
west shortlvafter leaving college, 
organized the present Congrega- 
tional church, and was its minis- 
ter for more than fifty years. 
For the short time he was presi- 
dent of the school board the 
schools inhaled a moral influence 
that remained for a long time. 
While Rev. Robbins was a very 
mild speaking man, he was in 
the estimation of many people a 
good deal of an autocrat. If 
things did not go his way in the 
church or in the school, he at 
once denounced them. I have 
often heard it remarked that he 
was the greatest leader in the 
city ; he managed in some way to 
have the turbulent or unruly 
members leave the church with- 
out resorting to arbitrary meas- 
ures. It was said that at one 
time there was not a democrat 
belonged to his church, Mr. Rob- 
bins being an outspoken republi- 
can; he was strongly opposed to 
slavery. I recollect hearing him 
preach a sermon recommending 
every one to read Mrs. Stowe's 
book, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 
The effect of this was he soon 
was known by the cognomen of 
“Uncle Tom,” and the church as 
“Uncle Tom's Cabin.” Mr. Rob- 
bins was always a school man, 
for many years was a trustee of 


the Congregational College at 
Grinnell. . 

On May 15, 1854, four of the 
board of directors of No. 2 re- 
signed; they were Rev. Robbins, 
F. Thurston, J. Butler, and Jos. 
Bridgman. Franklin Thurston 
wasaman of considerable prom- 
inence, for many years a_ book- 
keeper: for Gen, ‘J. G. ¢Gordon. 
He married Miss Margaret 
Reece of our town and raised a 
family of two daughters, one 
married Mr. E. H. Dolsen of the 
firm of Thurston & Dolsen, the 
other married John D. Hopkin- 
son, and after his death she mar- 
ried Louis Maxson. 

Jacob Butler was a lawyer of 
prominence and, in his time, one 
of our most public spirited citi- 
zens. He wasa little hasty and 
impulsive but a good thinker; he 
accumulated considerable prop- 
erty and thought our city not 
large enough, so he went to Chi- 
cago, where he was unfortunate 
and lost most of his wealth. 

Joseph Bridgman was_ the 
fourth school director to resign; 
he was a merchant; as I have 
written him up ina former con- 
tribution, I will onlysay that he 
was secretary for that year, and 
that when he commenced the 
writing was very plain, but as 
unrest inthe district began to de-: 
velop the secretary undoubtedly 
began to get nervous—the writ- 
ing shows it—the minutes of the 
last few meetings he recorded can 
hardly be read. For my part as 
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a reader of them I was glad when 
S.G. Stein was elected secretary. 
It I reeollect aright, all of these 
four old members were attend- 
ants at Mr. Robbin’s church. I 
think the other two remaining 
members, Alfred Purcell and J. P. 
Freeman, were not regular at- 
tendants at any church. Mr. 
Purcell was an outspoken man, 
always willing to advocate his 
convictions; he was a strong 
whig and loved to discuss poli- 


tics. He married a daughter or 
“Uncle William Parvin, an old 
‘‘moss-backed’’ democrat, who 
was so incensed at the marriage 
of his daughter to a whig he 
would not stay in town on the 
day of the wedding—he went a 
hunting. The same conditions 
existed when the other director, 
je Ps. Fréeman, \anopier ‘out. 
spokan abolitionist, married an- 
other daughter—‘‘ Uncle Billy”’ 
he went a hunting again. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Persons and Events Connected with our Schools 


in Early Times. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, December 3, 1898. 


Written by J. P. Walton. 


No. 95. 


When we began the review of 
the public schools, we did not 
expect to devote so much time 
and space to their consideration. 
We offer as an apology that, in 
our opinion, there is no one in- 
stitution that has as much influ- 
ence over the public well being 


as our schools; hence we hope 
our review will prove interesting 
to the readers. 
On May Ist, 1854, four new 
directors became members of the 
school board in old No. 2 district. 
They were Alexander Dunsmore, 
S. B. Hill, Henry Reece, and S. 
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G. Stein. Mr. Dunsmore was a 
Scotchman and a merchant; he 
probably came here about 1843 
or’4-4.; he kept a general stock of 
merchandise; his store was on 
the south side of Second street, 
west of tne avenue; his residence 
was on west Fourth street, east 
of Ash street; his daughter Miss 
Louisa Dunsmore still lives in the 
same locality that her parents 
did many yearsago. ‘‘Alec,” as 
he was called, was a_ splendid 
man, straightforward and hon- 
orablein all his dealings. He, like 
many other merchants of our ear- 
ly time, did not get richasfast as 
he wanted to; of course he had 
to deal largely on credit, for a 
year’s stock of goods had to be 
laid in while navigation was 
open, the farmers paying for their 
goods the following winter with 
products of their farms. The 
year 1857 proved a had vear for 
the farmer; he did not raise 
much to sell—of course he could 
not pay. Inthe fall and winter 
a panic: set in, the merchants 
could not meet their engage- 
ments and large numbers went 
by the board, and Mr. Dunsmore 
was one of them. 

Mr. S. B. Hill was a native of 
New England, a carpenter by 
trade and a contractor by occu- 
pation. His first job was build- 
ing the dwelling on the north- 
east corner of Third and Cherry 
streets for Messrs. Green & Stone; 
he also 


built many valuable 
buildings. He died quite recent- 


ly, leaving a widow and one or 
more children. 

S. G. Stein came here about 
1852 and bought out S.S. Bran- 
ham’s lumber yard onthe corner 
of Pine and Second street, which 
has been known as Stein’s lum- 
ber yard ever since, at least 46 
years. Since the death of Mr. 
Stein, his son, Dr. S. G. Stein, 
continues it. 

Henry Reece, who was elected 
president of the board, was a na- 
tive of Eastern Pennsylvania or 
New Jersey; he come to Bloom- 
ington as early as 1836, perhaps 
1835.. He was one of three 
brothers and two sisters, that 
came here with their mother, 
who, I think, was the first white 
woman that came to our city. 
Henry Reece was a carpenter; 
he and his brothers built a good 
sized two-story frame house for 
the family to live in; it stood be- 
tween Front and Second streets, 
near Broadway. I think it was 
the first frame building in the 
city. After standing some ten or 
twelve years, the ground com- 
menced to slide towards the river, 
it soon got on some other man’s 
lot and the house stood at a very 
undesirable angle and had to be 
taken down. Mr. Reece occupied 
rarious places of trust; he served 
aterm as postmaster; he kept the 
postofficein Freeman’s old frame 
builing on the southeast corner 
of Sycamore and Second streets. 
He raised afamily, of which only 
one or two children survive him. 


eee 


Let me say right here that I con- 
sider the Reece family, consisting 
of ‘Mother Reece,’’ her three 
sons, Henry, John, Joseph, and 
two daughters, Margaret Reece 
and Mrs. Beaumont, were the 
best fitted to build up a new 
town in a new country, of any 
family in the town. They were 
large sized, strong, healthy, 
pleasant and accommodating. 
When four out of five persons 
suffered with sickness they were 
the fifth ones and did not suffer. 
Their helping hands were always 
extended to the needy. I don’t 
know but we are getting away 
from the schools a little, but we 
are in the town all the same. 

The teachers secured to suc- 
ceed Mr. Denison were Mr. A. B. 
Tuttle, Mrs. Dennis and Miss 
Walker. Of the two latter I 
know nothing. Mr. Tuttle was 
a native of Herkimer county, N. 
Y.; his parents were natives of 
Connecticut. Hegraduated from 
Hamilton college in the class of 
1851; he came to Muscatine in 
1854 to accept the principalship 
of school No. 2. He was admit- 
ted to the bar here. In 1856 he 
settled in Clear Lake, Iowa, in 
company with a younger broth- 
er. In 1863 hemoved to Mason 
City, Iowa, and went into the 
mercantile business. He died 
there September 29, 1898. 

The two next directors clected 
were Charles Neally and Henry 
O’Conner. Charles Neally was 
one of ourearly settlers: he prob- 


ably came from New England. I 
think he tried farming a short 
time out on the Lucas Grove 
road, but gave it upand came to 
towntolive. Hewasengaged in 
the boot and shoe and leather 
business in 1850, on the north 
side of Second street, west of Syc- 
amore. He lived in one of those 
two story brick buildings on 
Third street, west of Sycamore. 
While acting as school director 
he was serving the city as alder- 
man from the Second ward. He 
was one of the substantial mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian church; 
when the present church was be- 
ing built in 1856 and’57, he paid 
the bills. I have understood he 
paid out money faster than he 
collected it—advanced for them— 
and it was a long time before he 
got it back. He continued in 
business for some ten years. I 
find his name in the directories of 
1856 and’59. In 1869 he is not 
mentioned; his son Charles was 
in the notion business at that 
time. He had a daughter Clara, 
who married Thomas Yail, the 
son of Bishop Vail of Kansas. 
They lived in Topeka. Mr. Neal- 
ly was a tall, dignified man; he 
never mingled much with com- 
mon people; most of his time 
was devoted to his family. 

We must make a mention of 
Henry O’Conner. He was an 
Irishman by birth; in early days 
he followed tailoring for a liveli- 
hood. At the age of 20 he came 
toAmerica. My first recollection 
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of him was inthe law business 
with D. C. Cloud, the firm name 
being Cloud & O'Conner. This 
firm at one time, say from 1850 
to 1860, did about as much legal 
business as all the other law- 
yers: it was seldom that a case 
occurred that they did not ap- 
pear in it in some way. Asa 
school director O’Conner was a 
failure. He was secretary for 
near a year. If he kept any min- 


utes they do not appear in the 
record book. For a brief review 
of his public life I make this ex- 
the 


extract from Burrell, of 


Washington Press: ‘He served 
as private in the civil war, in the 
First Iowa regiment, and be- 
came major in the 35th. He 
was district attorney, for six 
years attorney general of Iowa, 
and solicitor for the state de- 
partment in Washington under 
Garfield & Arthur. Hewas bril- 
liant, witty, whole-souled and 
eloquent.” Mr. O’Conner mar- 
tied a sister of S. B. Hill, and 
raised a family of children, one 
of whom is living in Sioux City. 
Mr. and Mrs. O’Conner have re- 
cently resided with them. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


PERSONS AND EVENTS CONKECTED WITH OUR SCHOOLS IN EARLY TIMES. 


J. P. Walton. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Matl, Dec. 10 and 17, 1898; written by 


Nos. 06 


We notice among the directors 
of school No. 2 the name of Hon. 
George Mason. He was a native 
of Pennsylvania, a_ brother-in- 
law of Hon. Jeseph Williams and 
Hon. John H. Wallace. Mason 
was our County Judge for some 
time. His family consisted of 
one son and six daughters. Mr. 
Mason very sensibly concluded 
that duty called him to Iowa, and 
here he came—a good place fora 
man with such a family. The 
daughters all married in due 
time, giving him the following 


list of sonsin-law: Col. Ben. 
Beach, Fred Bridgeman, Alien 
Broomball J. EE." Coe, Sock: 


Whicher and F. KE. Blackman. 
Mason was in good shape to be 
elected to any office, and was 
elected to the office of mayor in 
the years 1858, °59, ‘60, 61, °62, 
and ’67. His first election was 
not due to his sons-in-law, the 
daughters were not married at 
that time—it came about in thie 
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way: Politics at that time did 
not always control the voters in 
the city election. John G.Steine, 
the incumbent, was a very coarse 
and unpopular man with some 
classes; he was a democrat in 
every sense of the word, so far as 
he knew how to be; he drank his 
share of the democratic beverage, 
smoked and always kept his white 
shirt bosom covered with tobacco 
Saliva. There was another 
democrat by the name of General 
Humphreys who wanied the place 
aud he had some following. Ma- 
son wasarepublican, Then any 
one could run for office if he paid 
adollar to pay the newspaper to 
have his nam? announced. In 
this case a couple of republicans 
paid for announcing Humphrey’s 
name—this divided the democrats 
and Mason was elected. Hemade 
a desirable mayor and retained 
the office longer than any one did 
before or since. 
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In one of my former articles I 
promised to mention the young 
men who drew pay for attending 
to old No. 2 school house as jani- 
tors—Edward Couch, John Berk- 
shire and Augustus Springer. 
The latter was the son of Louis 
Springer, one of our early 
plasterers; he was a 
Germany and came 
quite young; as soon as he 
large enough he went to work at 


native of 
here when 


was 


engineering, for a long time 
ing at Des Muines. but. yow 1s 
farming in northern Dakota. 

**Ka,;Couch™ was, a native 
our city, an active energetic boy 
but, quite wild. cand. impulsive; 
would ga.juto anything he took 
anotion to, irrespective of, the 
possible -results.. He. undertook 


of 


the.principalship of school No. 1,, 


onthe records say; after two 
week’s trial hegaveitup. When 


the civll war..broke out Ed. en- 
listed, served full time and came 
out without a scratch or a day’s 
sickness.-;::;As a soldier he. was a 
hustler, one of the: best bummers 
in the army. In his later days 
he ‘followed -selling . agricul- 
tural implements for the, various 
dealers in our city. He died re- 
cently. 

John Beciahires was a native of 
Sweetland township in this coun- 
ty, born in 1839; he was the son 
of M. M. Berkshire, the 
first secretaries of school district 
No, 2; he got his education 1n our 
town, and old enough he 
commenced tolearn the trade of 


one of 


when 


iV-- 
engineer’ 's license. 
the Missouri. river 


cluded tu return to Muscatine; 


ruuning an engine with Mr, 
Charles Chaplin, the veteran en- 
yineer of, our, During the 
war he-was’ with 
him on-the Missouri river, Mr. 
Chaplin.tells the story <f John's 
Muscatine about this 
Jubn had worked a while in 
the Hershey mill 
going with Me. Chaplin’ to run ow 


city; 


an assistant 


return to” 
way: 


saw belore 


a Steamboat on the Missvurt 
river, where Mr, Chplaia suc- 
ceeded in getting him a second 


They run on 
one or more 
seasons, Chaplin con- 


when. Mr. 


he 
went. to. the inspec tor at St. Louis’ 
and secured John 
s license. 


a head eigin- 
“Joni then arranged 
to run the boat they were od as 
cheif enyineer, but had* to lay off 
afew daysand come home. He 

was nut 21 years old. Mr. Chap- 
lin that ‘first-class papers 
were never given to so younga 
man before. . While here he met 
Mr. Hershey, and boy tike,. he 
commenced to brag of his job. 
Mr. Hershey heard him until he 
got through, when ~he~ said, 
“Jolin, what will you take and 
and run my mill?” John 
auswered he did not know, 
asked how much he would give. 
Hershey's reply was I ‘will Hive 
you $2,000 a yearand buafd 4 ou.’ 

Jolin staid with Mr. Hershey, and 
fast 


eer's 


says_ 


conre. 
and 


as as he earned money he 
took stock in the Hershey Lum- 
ber Company, and had charge of 


both mills. After the death of 
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Mr.-Hershey .he., sold. his stock 
and invested-in-a, hard pine saw 
mil in Winona, Mo. 
principal 
there. 
the. Missourt: not the only 
thing that interested him in that 
direction, a. good Icoking dark 
eyed. virl: claimed a:share of bis 
atlentron:. On..one of John’s 
visits; te::Missouri she returned 
with him; and put a stop to his 
boarding. with Mr. Hershey. 

They.,have two children, a,son 
whom he-has educated ian high- 
ly in Technology, he is a, fine me- 
chanie;:;and.a daughter. that is 
married to Mr. pe, -What 
Cheer. - 


manager. and. resides 


he 


Johnjs:steambcat run on 
was 


Cherry, 


like 
is 


3 fe rshey 


wide 


ency of a: 
Lumber Compeuy's 
step: for ene..poor boy to make, 
but does pabinionestins occur in this 
liberal land of ours * a 
There werea Bamber of teach 
ers—a Miss E.i:Jones, Miss Ix. N 
Merrill, Mrs. Julia N. B. Walton, 
Miss Uphatn. -Miss,, Maxwell. Mr., 
N. F, Hoag, and perhaps others— 
that can’t teilinuch about. 
Miss Lydia Dentson,.a sister of 
Gr. Bs Denison, - taught. .several 
ternrs-in old No. 2. She 
ofvthe best teachers that 
school ever had. . She. married 
Whitney Olds. She died. in 
Chicago in 1865. ..Miss. Clarissa 
Deaison; another sister of, G. B. 
our schools 


plant 
a 


roa 


was one 
the 


Denison, taught.in 
and married Mry James M, Cole- 
inman and went to the state of 


He is the. 
“principal, for two or three years 


rom kive janitorship. of i 
No. 2 schoal, to, the superintend-. 


legislature ; 
filled several places of trust, hav- 


Washington to live, where he 
recently died. ¢ 
Mr. Moses Ingals taught as 


fair siccess. - He left here 
and went to St. Lous: where 
went into some other business. 

No. 2 


Week. 


with 
he 


school had one*teacher 
sauould not ‘overlook, ‘Hon, 
Samuel McNutt. Ue was born 
November 21, 1825, in London- 
derry, Ireland, of Scottish decent. 


When only a small boy he came 
to Delaware; after obtaining 
‘an education he ‘commenced 


teaching and studying law, and 
in 1851 he came 
.beida professorship in a college 


‘west: later he 
in Mississippi. In 1854 tie came 
to Muscatine and taught! ihold- 
No 2. -His nex xt business Venture 
was 1:1 the Deniacratic Enquirer of 
the firm name of ‘McNutt & Biles 

I recollect Mc’s debut here, it wes 
in a ly ceum or debating soctety} 
it was held in the third ‘story of 
the old Masonic building on Sec- 
ond street. He was one ofour 
champions, a8 he: Was: about ‘the 
only professional man ‘the ‘so- 


ciety which was ‘composed of cotn- 


in 


mon men. Alter McNutt ‘eft 
here he went’ to Dubuque and 
took can interest | in ‘the “Herald 


and later the ‘Times. In 1862 he 
came back and went to farmrng. 
He served “ten years in the state 
since then~ he’ has 
ing been ‘appointed U. S: eancn! 
to Maracaybo, in Venezuela,South 
America. After making~a trip 
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there he wisely concluded he was 
not suited for the place and re- 
signed. He is now filling the 
place of Justice of the Peace. In 
1857 he married Miss Anna 
Lucas, a niece of Robert Lucas 
the first governor of lowa. They 
had three children, William, 
‘Samuel and Robert; the latter is 
now in the dentist business in 
our city. 
D> OW 


Previous to 1858 the two school 
districts, Nos. land 2, were sepa- 
rate, Sycamore street being the 
dividing line. Both of the schools 
started out under favorable cir- 
cumstances. No. 1 had Prof. D. 
I'ranklin Wells as principal. He 
was followed very shortly by Dr. 
D, H. Goodno. No. 2 had G. B. 
Denison for some four years. Af- 
ter his retirement the school had 
a variety of teachers. The result 
was, No, 1 stood a long way 
ahead educationally. No. 2 had 
a financial advantaye over No. 1. 
It had twice the taxable property 
and not more tnan perhaps half 
the number of scholars. Asa re- 
sult No. 2 hada smaller school- 
house and considerable money in 
the treasury, while No. 1 hada 
much larger building and larger 
number of scholars, with a debt. 
Wein No. 1, expected when we 
united that we would have a com- 
mon interest with No. 2, but such 
was not the case. No. 2. suc- 
ceeded in getting a majority on 
the board of directors, who levied 


a special tax on No.1 to pay their 
debt, and instead of dividing the 
surplus money that No. 2. had. 
they managed to use it up for 
some imaginary need on their 
school-house or grounds. 

We have managed to keep pol- 
itics and religion out of our 
schools quite well. During the 
war of the rebelion the democrats 
got control of. the school board 
and removed must of the 
spoken republican teachers, es- 
pecially those who had taken a 
part in the Suldiers’ Aid Society, 
and supplied their places with 
democrats. **When Johnny came 
marching home” the former 
teachers again got their places. 


outl- 


The directors at this time were 
H. W. Moore, president; J. H. 
Wallace, secretary; M. Block, 
treasurer; J. B. Dougherty, S. 
Smalley, G. A. Garrettson, and 
Charles Page, all democrats but 
Dougheriy. W. H. Hoopes was 
employed as principal in No. 2. 
The Hoopeses at that time were 
all democrats, but strange to say, 
many of them havechanged their 
political faith since. 

The law allowed the negroes 
to send their children to the pub- 
lic schools. The board as yet 
had failed to provide a special 
school for them, so Mr A. Clark, 
a prominent colored man of our 
city, sent his children to Mr. 
Hoopes to school. The darkey 
did not trouble William very 
much, but several of the patrons 
did object, so William went to 
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od 


one of the dtrectors, Mr. Garrett- 
son, who said “If Clark 
children there, kick the 
gers down stairs, and I will pay 
bill: ’ Thes-directors. then 
the 


sends his 
d—d nig- 


the 


rented colored church and 
opened a colored school and com- 
pelled the colored patrons to send 
thei children there. Mr. Clark 
vot tired of that and sent his 


Or 


course his case soon got into the 


children to the other schools. 
where the darkey came 
out ahead. The 
concluded that 1f they could not 
force the darkies to go toa spe- 
keep 


courts, 


school board 


cial school they would not 
one up tor them, therefore the 
schovol was abandoned much to 
the relief of the 


They were generaily seated by 


tax payers. 
themselves and no further object- 
ious were raised to their attend- 
ance in the common schools. 

At one time the Methodists got 
board to 


control of the school 


such au extent, that is was al- 
mostimpossible for any but Meth- 
odist teachers to get places. A 
year or two rectified that error, 
if it was one. 

The law requires two directors 
to be elected each year to serve 
for a term of three years. At an 
early time tne school boards were 
quite barmontous and they did 
not want any change, so they got 
into a habit of printing the tick- 
ets always continuing themselves 
in office, and-calling on the voters 
to elect them. This scheme was 
for several On 


worked years, 


one occasion a party of voters 
concluded they wanted a change, 
so they selected a couple of good 
men as candidates, got tickets 
printed headed ** The New School 
Directors.” © They did not show 
them until the morning of elec- 
tion. When a mancame up to 
vote he had his choice, the old 
ticket or the new one. Almost 
every one voted the new one, and 
the new ones were elected, much 
to the chagrin of the old ones, 
especially to one that was a mer- 
cneut, who had been in the habit 
of trading goods for teachers‘ 
orders and presenting them to the 
treasurer and having them ac- 
cepted, so as to draw interest un- 
til paid. He had managed it so 
as tou handle a large amount of 
the teachers’ fund. When he was 
The new di- 
rectors went to the bank and ar- 


out his jig was up. 


ranged to have them cash the or- 
ders and dvaw the interest. Ever 
since tnat time the teacher has 
received the cash it 
to that 
time they got but little or no 
money without they sold 
orders at a discount. <A 


as SOOG aS 


was earned. Previous 
their 
teacher 
that would not trade out her or- 
ders stood a poor chance of con. 
tinuace. 

Oid No 1 school house was a 
two-story brick building, 42x65 

It 
and 
deserved the name of castle rath- 
erthan temple of learning. D. 
Franklin Wells was its first prin- 


feet with a square bell tower. 
bad a brick turreted cornice 
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cipal, who left and was followed 
by others, as before stated. On 
March 22, 1858, Dr. D. H. Good- 
no was employed. He taught 
until the breaking out of the war, 
when he was appointed adjutant 
of the 37th regiment of Iowa yol- 
_unteers, probably in 1862. Dr. 


Gvodno was a dentist by profes: 


sion; he had practiced dentistry 
in Boston, Mass.; was a staunch 
Methodist although his wife was 
or had been an Episcopalian; he 
was probably the strictest disci- 
plinarian of any teacher the city 
ever had. Even the soldiers of 
the 37th (Graybeard) regiment, 
called him an old tyrant; but as 
a teacher he was a success. He 
held the position of county super- 
intendent fur two or more years. 

Dr. Goodno was succeeded in 
No. 1 by Daniel W. Lewis, who 
afterwards went to Washington, 
Iowa and took charge oi their 
schools for several years. 

On July 2, 1868, old No. 1 was 
struck by lightning and burned 
down, having some $8,000 insur- 
ance. The companies declincd 
to settle at once, and some delay 
in rebuilding the 
The city then had to depend on 
renting. The old pup factury, a 
building standing on the south 
side of Fourth street, east of Or. 
ange, was used. 

The ground occupied by old 
No. 1 was originally a burying 
ground for the city. ‘There were 
from 50 to 100 graves scattered 
around ona top of the hill, that 


was result. 


been removed. ‘The 
school house was set on top of 
the ground without disturbing 
them. When it cameto rebuild- 
ing the schoal house it was con- 
sidered necessary to grade off the 


had not 


top of the hill some twelve feet 
or more. In the process a great 
many bones were exhumed, which 
were gathered up and reburied in 
the preseut cemetery, The pres- 
ent Third ward school house was 
built on the former site of No. 1 
in 1870 . Since then it has had 
the roof and third story burned 
off and replaced. After grading 
12 or 15 feet from the top of the 
hill, it is yet too high, according 
to the ideas of our city authort- 
ties, who seem determined to 
make a prairie town out of a 
hilly village... They have cut the 
Street some twelve or more feet 
in front of the 
for really no benefit to any one 
but the builder of a huge hump 
backed stone This stone 
wall is one of the most outra- 


schoo! house 


wall. 


geous architectural abortions ever 
erected in our city. We do not 
know who is responsible for it. 
Not the builder, for it cost him 
nearly double the work to build 
it in that shape to what it would 
to have run the courses straight, 


without the hump, making 
square offsets when necessary. 


The wall will stand; it is a pity 
it will, for the sooner it falls 
down the sooner we will be cid of 
a bad architectural educator. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


PERSONS AND EVENTS CONNECTED WITH OUR SCHOOLS IN EARLY TIMES, 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail, Dec. 24, 1898; written by 
jee yWatton: 


No. 98. 


We had intended to confine 
ourselves to the public schools, 
but one other school figured large- 
ly in our educational work—the 
Greenwood Academy. This build- 
ing stood on the corner of Fifth 
street and Iowa Avenue. It was 
first erected by a juint stock com- 
pany and was known as the Stone 
Schvol House, It wasa large two 
story frame building. A Mr. 
Stone first opened schvol there— 
it was built for him. He could 
not make it pay and had to give 
it up. and leave the city. For 
a while it was used fur a Univer- 
salist churca. 

In the summer of 1860, Mr. 
James LL. Daymude came here, 
probably through the influence 
of Rev. John Ufford, the Episco- 
pal minister, who was desirous of 
having an advanced school in our 


city. Mr. Daymude had just 
yraduated at Kenyon College, 


Gambier, Ohio. 


Mr. Daymude started his school 
in the autumn of 1860 and called 
it Greenwood Academy, in honor 
or Miss Grace Greenwood, a lady 
of sume literary ability. 

Its instrutors were — 

J.L. Daymude, A.B., principal. 

Ty. Brown, A. B.. Ged BE: Faw- 
cett and Willis Davis, assistants. 

T. Brown was a graduate of 
Kenyon in theclass of 1861, and 
like Daymude, came west at once 
and went to teaching. He is 
practicing law here at this time. 
After conducting the school for 


— 


two or three years. Mr. 
Daymude left here and went 
into the insurance business 


in Davenport. When last heard 
from he was in Boston, Mass. 
The school was what interested 
Muscatine the most. 
tainly a good one. 


It was cer- 
Financially 
it was not a success, as it had to 
run against a publicschool where 
nothing was charged. It cost 


324 — 


from $25 to $50 a year for tuition 
to attend this school. Was it 
worth more than a public school, 
was the question to be considered 
by most of its vatrens. 
Daymude had a very creditable 


catalogue published. As _ ref- 
erences he gave the wuames of 
twelve or fourteen of our most 


literary citizens. As an examin- 
ine committee, he had enlisted 
several lawyers, 
and strange to say, many of them 
attended and engayed in the quar- 
terly examinations. 

Ine tuitions were per quarter, 
four terms a year: Primary, &€., 
$6.U0; scientific, 58.00; collegiate 
preparatory, $10.00; music $12.00. 

‘Boarding at private houses from 
$2.00 to $3.00 per week. Students 


can board themselves at a much 


preachers and 


cheaper rate.” 

Amony the students now living 
who attended this school, we find 
such persons as John Bell Dough- 
erty, Jesse C. Adams, William 
Barnard, Audley G. Butier, Wuii- 
liam Norman Butler, Charlie Ca- 
die, William S. Chambers, Mar- 
shal Chambers, Frank W. Eichel- 
berger, Hamilton Fay, Krank 
Freeman. Abe S. Funk, William 
Henry Hoopes, Edwin Webb Nor- 
ton, Will H. Hughes, Charles B. 
Ovilvie, William H. Reeder, Com. 
U.S. N., Clayton Scott Richman, 
Com. U. S. N., Horace Robbins, 
Albert Sibley, Niles S. Sherfey, 
George R. Warfield, Lisle Cum- 
David Worsham, 
Gardner Gordon, 


mins Waters, 
Willie Block, 


FE. Frank Richman, William Ziev. 
ler, Charlie O'Connor, Charles 
Nealley, and others we cannut 
locate. 

Among the lad‘tes who are now 
living, perhaps having different 
names, are Ada M. Gordon, Mary 
Gordon, Hattie A. Garlock, Mag- 
wie Kincaid, Willie A. McCor- 
mick, Lepha R Woodhouse, Ella 
B. Woodward, Nellie M. Barrows, 


Hattie A. “Barrows, Sardh: A: 
Chambers, Maria A. Dunsmore, 


Ella Fay, Rebecca Hoopes, Clara 
Isett; Ella F. isemp, Clara’ M. 
Martin, Emma Olds, and Mary 
IL. Brent. 

The first annual catalogue con- 
tains the uames of 52 students, 
the second has 106 
The school terms closed June 26, 
1863. I dont know 
school finally closed, but am 1n- 


and names, 


when the 


clined to think it was running 
until the High School was started 
in 1864. When 
gave up school teaching, Green- 


Mr. Daymude 


wood Academy was ended. 

When the City High School 
was Organized in 1864, it occupied 
this building for one vear. 

In the directory of 1866, I find 
that a stock company was organ- 
ized under the name of Muscatine 
Academy to occupy this building, 
with T. 
Dougherty, sr., as president, 


3rown as principal, J. B. 
3 ae 
anid treasurar, and 
P. Ament 
Foster as trustees. 

One cold morning, Feb. 10th, 
1868, while the thermometer was 
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23 degrees below zero, this build- 
ing burned down. But the Mus- 
catine Academv seems to have 
been kept running, for in the di- 
rectory of 1869 we find it occupy- 
‘ing the third story of the build- 
ing on the northeast corner. of 
lowa Avenue and Second street. 

It is enough to say that when 
Greenwood Academy was in ex- 
istence, 1t turned out some of our 
best men and women of the pres- 
ent time. 

Among the students of Green- 
wood Academy was John Bell 
Dougherty, now Col. Dougherty. 
He is unmarried, and we are not 
going to examine the church reg- 
ister to find when he was bap- 
tized or to inguire how old hes. 
It is enough to: say he was born 
in Muscatine, attended Trinity 
Sunday School and Greenwood 
Academy. He attended the sun- 
day school because ke loved his 
teacherand it wasa pleasant place 
to go. -He belonged to a class of 
some twelve or fifteen bors that 
dia not have to go to Sunday 
school unless they to. 
Some of them would have been 
considered a little wild; they al- 


wanted 


wayssatnear thedoor,hadn’'t piety 
enough to venture up very far. 
They styled themselves the mis- 
sion class. There was not a dul] 
the Jot. 
was put to his wits 
ahead of them. On 
teacher took a 


one among Sometimes 
the teacher 
end to keep 
one occasion the 
notion to go east,and was gone 


some three weeks. He promised 


his boys if they were good and 
attended sunday school while he 
was gone, be would remember 
them when he eame back. On 
the Sunday after he got back they 
were all in. their places. The 
teacher knew better than to in- 
quire about their past conduct or 
attendance; enough for him to 
know that they were there. He 
remnembered them with a Bible 
apiece, which he purchased in the 
east, and they all appreciated it. 
Col. John Bell Dougherty has his 
now, and says ‘‘it:is nearly as 
good as new.” 

When John got through with 
Greenwood Academy he went to 
Chicago to complete his educa- 
tion. His scnool was some three 
miles from hts boarding place, 
and he had to make the trip at 
least oncea day. There were no 
street cars then, an omnibus line 


being the public conveyance, 
which took money, and John’s 
purse became exhausted. The 


stipends sent from home got low, 
and many a time he had to walk 
fora whole week, being minus the 
omnibus fare. 

When John started from home, 
his mother fitted out his trunk, 
putting his Bible therein, and 
received a promise from her boy 
that he would read it, which of 
course was made in good faith. 
After his return she examined his 
trunk and in bis presence opened 
the Bible, and to John’s surprise 
found a five-doliar bill that she 
had put inside of it before he 
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started. She aiways had doubts 
about his reading 1t while away. 
Her mind now was entirely clear 
on that subject. 

Well, Johnnte is now a man. 
He learned to make pills from his 
father, in the drug store run un- 
der the name of J. B. Dougherty 
& Son, later becoming known as 
J.B. Dougherty’s drug store. He 
eventually becaine Colonel Dough- 


erty, holding a commission un the 
Governor's staff,—and I never 
knew that his head was in any 
way disturbed by the appoint- 
ment. He is a director of the 
First National Bank, and has 
oftcn been spoken of as a candi- 
date for some of our municipal 
offices, but has invariably declined 
—being too modest tv assume the 
honor, I suppose. 


—_— ct 0 ei 0 Ge 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Some of the Leading Families of the County. 


THE STEINBERGER FAMILY. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Dec. 31, 1898; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 99. 


-On the 4th day of July, 1838, 
Iowa became a territory, and to 
st came a governor in the person 
of Robert Lucas. He was a na- 
tive of the Shanandoah valley in 
Virginia somewhere, near Harp- 
er’s Ferry. Shortly after his ar- 
rival, his sister, Mrs. Levisa 
Steinberger came, about the year 
1840, and with her, five daugh- 
ters, These daughters all 
married, some being married be- 
fure they came. The oldest one, 
Klizabeth, was married in Ohio 
to George Porter; the second, 
Mary B. to H. Q. Jennison; the 


third, Rebecca, married-William 
Miller; the fourth, Levisa, mar- 
ried G. W. Kincaid, the fifth, 
Joanna L,. married David R. War- 
held. 

The name of Steinberger in 
is spelled four or five different 
ways. I presume each son-in-law 
spelling it differently, in fact 
each family of the descendents of 
the old lady spell it in a different 
way. he Kincaids spel! it 
Steinberger. 

Mr. Porter’s family came here 
probably about 1845, and he 
opened a store under the natne of 
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Porter & Lucas. Juhn W. Lucas, 
his partner in business, married 
his daughter Mary in Ohio. Mr. 
Lucas evidently came from Vir- 
ginia. He had been reared in 
the F. F. V. style and had not 
‘been away long enough to wear 
anv of it off if he had desired it. 
On the contrary, he put on all the 
style his circumstances would 
permit of. I don’t think the store 
run a great while, probably two 
or three years. Lucas, who 
should have managed it, did not 
appear to have been suited for it. 
He was a staunch democrat and 
was on hand to share in the good 
things of the party. He secured 
a position as clerk in the survey- 
or general’s office and was hold- 
ing it in 1856. From 1858 to 
1862, four years, he held the of- 
fice of county treasurer and re- 
corder, the two offices then being 
filled by the same official. His 
chances for making money were 
in many instances quite good, but 
his mode of living prevented bis 
acquiring much property. He 
died some ten or fifteen years 
ago, his wite having preceded 
him. 

Mr. Porter had another daugh- 
ter, Miss Levisa S., who married 
a Mr. Mull and went to Califor- 
nia, I think, where he has since 
died, leaving his widow in good 
circumstances. 

Mr. Porter also had two sons, 
Charles S. and G. W. 

Charles S. followed book-keep- 
ing. When the civil war broke 


out, he went into the army asa 
lieutenant. At the close of the 
war he engaged with the boot 
and shoe firm of Davidson & 
Roach. In 1876 we find him en- 
gaged with T. S. Stewart under 
the title of Stewart & Porter, in 
the boot and shoe business; in 
1886 he was in the same business 
by himself; in 1888 he appears to 
have gone out of business and 
left the city. I think he went in- 
to the banking business with his 
son-iu-law, Frank R. Lewis, at 
Algona, Iowa, ard later in Mc- 
Pherson, Kansas, where the sou- 
in-law has since died. 

His younger son, G. W., we 
have here with us, in the news- 
paper business and can speak for 
himself. While he is but a grand 
son of the Steinberger family, we 
will venture to look up his record 
a little, at least we have consult- 
ed our old directories. We find 
him in 1874, a printer residing on 
Fourth street west of Linn; in 
1876 we find he has moved to 108 
East Seveuth street. still follow- 
ing printing; 1n 1879 we find him 
located at the northwest corner 
of Sixth and Orange streets, hav- 
ing thrown away tbe printer's 
stick and taken up a wooden one, 
gone to dealing in wood. If were- 
collect rightly,we used to see him 
hauling pine wood with a beauti- 
ful team of light grays. In 1885 
he has changed his residence to 
616 FB. Seventh St., and is known 
as contractor. In 1891 we find him 
still living on Seventh street, but 
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is put down as business manager 
of the News-Tribune. He has 
struck a better job and has his 
name in bold black letters, which 
is an indication that he has sub- 
scribed for a directory, the way a 
directory maker has oi rewarding 
his subscribers. He is still with 
_the News-Tribune, but 
changed hts residence to 
East Sixth street. 

When young, William got the 
-name of being quite wild—noth- 
ing mean about him, but he was 


has 
605 


unforunate in being the younger. 


son of an old Methodist class- 
leader, who possessed little or no 
ewift of providing wholesome 
amusement for a young irrepress- 
ible boy. At the death of his 
father he was under the influence 
of an older brother, who had lit- 


tle time and inclination to devote. 


to William, who was allowed to 
“orow up” as best he could. 
His first work was carrying news- 
_ papers, from thence to ‘‘Devil” in 
the office, and then printer. He 
married Miss Laura Van Buren 
and has a family of children, 
two boys and two girls. The 
eldest son, Lemoyne, is now book- 
kecper for the Muscatine Oat 
Meal Company, The youngest, 
George, is bill clerk at the Musca- 
‘tine Sash and Door Company’s 
plant. 

As before stated, George Porter 


was a native of Ohio, and inher-. 


ited the Virginian characterts- 
tics of his ancestors, but had min- 
gied enough with the outside 


He wasa 
and was 


world, not to show it. 
man of some means 
disposéd» to, take: care. of 1t 
when allowed to. After retiring 
from business, he took upon him- 
self the management of the Meth- 
odist church, and for a long time 


-he could have been seen stubbing 


around the street, cane in hand, 
buying wood, etc., for the church. 
At church he always sat in the 
‘‘Amen corner” to Jead in the 
singing for which he had no 
equal, 

We find Mrs. Elizabeth Porter 
living on Front street, east of Ce- 
dar in 1875, her husband, George, 
having died in January, 1867. 
For the time that he had lived 
here, nearly twenty years, but 
few if any citizens were better 
known or more respected than 
George Porter. 

The second Steinberger daugh- 
ter married H. Q..Jenuison, a 
native of Vermont, who came 
here at avery early day, proba- 
bly 1839, bought a farm out along 
the Lucas grove road and perhaps 
lived there a while. Later he 
built a house on the south side of 
Second street, west of Cedar, and 
lived there. In 1855 he built the 


house east of the Episcopal 
church, now belonging to Mr. 


Kchol, and lived there until he 
left: the city. 

When he first came here he was 
connected with F. H. Stone in the 
mercantile business. He was a 
topographical engineer by pro- 
fession and was engaged in mak- 
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ing surveys for some of the wild 
cat canals and railroads which 
Indiana and Illinois were going 
to build at the time he came here. 
He was engineer in charge of the 
first grade established by the 
city. It did not include the en- 
tire city, but was a satisfactory 
grade. Succeeding engincers and 
officials have changed it out of 
existence. 

If my recollection is correct, he 
had a son, Charlie, and another, 
Walter, and a daughter Rebeca, 
who married a Mr. Cass who sub- 
sequently died in Chicago, and 
perhaps another child. H. Q. 
Jcunison and the son, Charles, are 
both dead. Iam of the opinion 
that Mrs. Mary B. Jennison died 
in 1885 1n Colorado. Walter is 
living in Ottawa, Indian Terri- 
tory. 

The third daughter, Rebecca 
Steinberger, married William H. 
Millar and came here about 1840; 
settled under the bluff about three 
miles west of the city; raised a 
family consisting of five child- 
ren. The eldest; Charles S. Mil- 
lar, lives on a farm in Seventy- 
six township. . He married a 
daughter of Hon. G. D. McCloud 
and has a family of children. 
The second. John W. Millar, oc- 
cuptes the old homestead. He 
married Miss Henrietta Mikesell, 


who recently died. ‘They had 
several children, two daughters 
who have some musical distinc- 
tfon, and now living in Chicago. 

The third son, A. H. Millar, 
has five children, two sons and 
three daughters. Ue resides in 
the city and is engaged in the 
express business. 

The fourth child, Polly, mar- 
ried Rev Emory Miller, and lives 
in Des Moines. They have two 
or more children. 

The fifth child, Lou, married a 
Mr. Shade, and they live in Sioux 
City. 
William Millar was a fine ap- 
pearing, intelligent man,a na- 
tive of Ohio, and supposed to be 


of Virginia stock, although the 


way of spelling the name with 
an ‘‘a” makes it difficult to iocate 
nationality. 

Mr. Millar occupied the posi- 
tion of Muscatine Island Levee 
Commissioner, to apply the funds 
arising from the sales of swamp 
lands on the Muscatine Island 
district, under an act of congress 


passed in 1850. He was a 
straight forward, fore-handed 
farmer. Not a man who desired 


a prominence he had not earned. 
He was a man respected by all 
who knew him. His wife died in 
1880 and he followed her in 1885. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Some of the Leading Families of the County. 


THE STEINBERGER FAMILY. 


Concluded: . 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Jan. 7, 1$8g9; written by 
JuPsWalton. > * 
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Mrs. Steinberger’s fifth daugh- 
ter, Levisa S., married Colonel 
G. W. Kincaid Jauuary 18, 1838, 
came to Jowa in 1839, and com- 
menced farming in Seventy-six 
township. Among the pioneers 
the place was known as ‘Fishing 
Gut.” Mr. Kincaid was promi- 
nent at all of the public gather- 
ings, and always had something 
to say. He usually spoke his 
convictions, although frequently 
making himself unpopular bv so 
doing. While living at the ‘‘Fish- 
ing Gut” farm, he had a boy 
whom he had taken to ratse. 
The bov ran away and uothing 
could be heard of him. Some evil 
disposed person perpetrated a 
huge joke, on both Kincaid and 
the neighbors, by starting a story 
that Kincaid had killed the boy 
and buried him in a corner of his 
field. This started the neigh- 
bors to digying in the corner to 
find the remains, which was con- 
tinued for quite a while with —no 


find. This worried Kincaid and 
his family considerabie, but as 
there appeared to be no remedy 
for it they were obliged to live 
it down. When the neighbors 
became acquainted with Kincaid 
they found that he was not dan- 
gerous, and they did not think it 
would take a very large field for 
his burying ground. They had 
“‘eot on” to his way of talking, 
that gave rise tothe sell that was 
perpetrated on them 

Some twenty or more years la- 
ter | happened to stay over night 
at a house in Cedar couuty where 
a young man was working. The 
young man discovered taat I was 
from Muscatine, and after sup- 
per he called me aside and stated 
that he was the boy that ran 
away from Kincatd, and also told 
how he managed to get away and 
where he went. 
to inform Mr. 
did the first opportunity that of 


He requested me 
Kincaid, which [ 


fered. muth to the apparent de- 
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light of the Colonel. 

The Colonel lived some eight 
or ten years on the Seventy six 
township farm, and in 1843 he 
moved to what is now known as 
the Kincaid farm, some tour miles 
west of the city. It suited the 
Colonel much better, as it was 
much nearer town, and he man- 
aged to have some business to 
bring him in every day or two, 
The fact was, that he: was very 
sociable and the farm did not 
afford society enough. 

When the civtl war broke out, 
he took advantage of the Steinber- 
ger connection and obtained per- 
mission from Governor Kirkwood 
todo athing never heard of be- 
fore or since, to get up a ‘Gray 
‘Beard” regiment, which he did 
with good success. This regi- 
ment was composed of men over 
forty-five years of age, and was 
recruited from about every county 
in the state, . It my lot as 
commissioner to take the vote of 
the 37\h or gray beard regiment 
while at Alton, Ills., doing guard 
duty in the old Illinois peniten- 
tiary. ‘The voting was done in.a 
single day, but the counting and 
making the returns took two 
more days. There were votes 
from about every county in the 
state. and returns had to be made 
for every county separately. The 
judges of election went back on 
the job, and I had to hire them 


was 


to do it, paying them out of my 
own pocket before vetting the re- 
turns completed. 


“When the second attempt was 
made at building a levee on the 
Muscatine Island from the. pro- 
ceeds of land sold under the swamp 
land act of 1850, Mr. Kincaid had 
the contract. Nearly the whole 
island had been sold at from fifty 
cents to one dollar an acre which 
tasied considerable money. For 
land that had been previously en- 
tered, warrants were issued to the 
levee fund, and they could be lo- 
cated on any other vacant land. 
Most, or all of them were located 
in the name of the county and 
were sold, the county taking the 
proceeds. Kincaid got some of 
it .for bis’ work. ).U doubt’ very 
much 1f he got all of his pay, but 
the price was large enough so he 
could stand a small loss. If there 
was any thing that had to be 
done where there was little or ro 
financial remuneration connected 
with it, Kincaid could be relied 
on as taking a foremost part. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kincaid have 
both acted on the board of trus- 
tees of the state asylum at Mt. 
Pleasant. Iam of the opinion. 
that she was appointed after his 
death which occurred October 20, 
1870. 

Mrs. Kincaid was the youngest 
of five sisters, being born in 1819 
in Ohio. She died quite recently 
In our city. 

Their children were Thaw K., 
married G. D. Magoon; 
Margaret L,, who married J. A. 
Charles S., William M. 
and Warren FE. 


who 


Bishop; 


—332~- 


The Kincaid family are record- 
ed in three or more biographies 
that enter more minutely into the 
family records than we have Space 
for. 

The fourth daughter of Mrs. 
Steinberger, Joanna, matried Da- 
vid R. Warfield in 1841 or °42, 
which event I think occured at the 
Kincaid farm in pipe oe" 
township. 

They had five children, four of 
whom are now living: Alice C., 
who married Daniel Hayes; Geo. 
A., Frank and Charles L. who is 
now living in California. The 
first three are now residents of 
this city. 

In David R. Warfield we had 
one of the pioneers in every sense 
of the word. He came to Iowa 
then the Black Hawk purchase of 
Wisconsin, late in November, by 


steamboat as far as Burlington, 


where the boat was stopped by 
ice in the river, and the trip to 
Bloomington, now Muscatine,was 
made overland. He was accom- 
panied by his cousin, Asbury O. 
Warfield. Shorily after leaving 
Burlington David purchased a 
horse with saddle and_ bridle. 
which they took turns in riding. 
One would ride ahead and hitch 
the horse for the second one and 
then go ahead on foot, the second 
one taking the horse and riding 
until he came up with the first, 
and so on until Bloomington was 
reached, it taking some four days. 


Atter atriving here they began 
to look around for some invest- 


- when the dam washed out. 


ment. They selected a mill site 
on Mad creek above Tenth street, 
put in a damand built a mill, but 
had hardly got it in opperation 
It 
was rebuilt but was washed out 
the second and third time. As- 
bury informed me that they had 
sunk $8,000 in the dam and mill 
before he gave it up. David R. 
kept it for some time, but event- 
ually had to do as his cousin had 
done—sell out. It passed into the 
hands of the Brooks Brothers, 
Sherman and Hiram. They were 
mechanics and ran it with better 
success until the flood of 1851, 
which washed out so much of the 
dam that they never replaced it. 


David R bought and improved 
a very fine farm adjoining the 
present county farm on thesouth; 
he also bought an out lot on 
Mulberry street, where the resi- 
dence of Fred Daut and other 
buildings are located on Ninth 
street, including the Cedar Street 
School house. He had another 
cousin, Charles A. Warfield, 
who formerly owned the Chester 
Weed farm where Park Place is 
now situated. 

This family uf Warfield aries 
ers brought the first colored peo- 
ple here, they were formerly 
slaves in the Warfield family in 
Maryland but were set free and 
brought out here. I think there 


were four men with their wives 
and children, if they had any. 
Most of us recollect old Ben 


Mathews, I think he had two 
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brothers, Joe and Ed, and old 
uncle Daniel. They were all 
hard working and industrious 
colored citizens. 

But to return to Mrs. Stein- 
berger. She made her home 
most of the time with her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Kincaid. Not wishing 
to be dependent on her sons-in- 
law she had a small house built 
for her convenience on the farm 
of Col. Kincaid near the city, 
where she spent her declining 
vears. She was the mother-in- 
law of five of the prominent per- 
sons of our community—while 
they are ail gone their connec- 
tions by marriage and_ their 
descendeuts number more people 
than any one family in our 
vicinity. 

The following ‘is an extract 
from an article prepared by Suel 
Foster: 


‘In December, 1836, I think it 
was near Christmas, I returned to 
Bloomington from a temporary 
trip, and was told that three men 
had been on the other side of the 
river for several days, and were 
anxious to get over. Theice was 
tunning so thick, that no one 
could cross. I found two men 
who were willing to venture ina 
skiff, to bring the three new 
settlers to Iowa. By this means, 
A. O. and D. R. Warfield and 
Captain Dunn were brought 
across in safety, and from that 
day became residents of the 
county. A.O. Wartield remarked 
that he and David had been 1n 


Bloomington a few days before 
the period of which I write, 
having walked from Burlington, 
the boats having stopped running. 
They had crossed over into Illin- 
ois, for provisions, preparatory to 
setting up bachelor’s hall. ‘They 
were on their return, laden with 
pork and other necessaries, which 
they had obtained of Stanton 
Prentiss, near the mouth of Cop- 
peras Creek. when the ice pre- 
vented their crossing. A.O.and 
Charles A. were brothers. D.R., 
the cousin, became interested 
with them in valuable tracts of 
land. In the spring of 1838, 
Asbury and David built a saw- 
mill on Mad creek, near the 
uortheast part of the town plat, 
where considerable lumber was 
sawed. During the ‘Missouri 
War, Maj. D. R. Warfield was 
called out to defend his country, 
and he and I were messmates. In 
1841, the Major married Miss 
Josephine Steinberger.” The no- 
tices of the Major’s life and death 
are uniformiy eulogistic of a man 
who ever exerted a wide and bene- 
ficial influence. The last years 
of his life were devoted to tarm- 
ing. He died in April, 1872. 
Mrs. D. R. Warfield, wife of the 
pioneer, died January 8, 1875. 
She was one of the Steinberger 
sisters, a niece of Gov. Lucas,and 
filled a mostenviable and admira- 
ble place in the society of early 
times. She came to Bloomington 
in 1840.” 
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the name prominently mentioned 
in the foregoing article, seems to 
have been a mooted question. 
Mrs. G. D. Magoon says she has 


talked with her grandmother 
about it, and the old lady spelled 
it ‘‘Steenbergen,”’ 


. ee 9 ei 6 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Some of the Leading Families of the County. 


THE MAGOON FAMILY. 


t? 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday..Mail Jan. 14, 1899; written by 
J. P. Walton. ‘ 


Noa! - 


In 1840, Isaac Magoon came 
here with his family, consisting 
of his wife Hannah, both natives 
of Massachusetts,. two sons and 
six daughters. One son soon 
died, leaving only George D. to 
preserve the fam'ly name. The 
family strength was in the daugh- 
ters. While buta portion of them 
were born in New England. they 
had the New England ideas of 
social equality, a fortunate condi- 
tion for anyone in a new country, 
where the “‘previous condition” of 
a person 1s rarely if ever looked 
after. While they . went in 
or made the best society, 
they were not troubled for fear 
they would not ‘‘get there.” 
They were not wealthy but were 


cultured. In short, they were 


just such women as our young 
town wanted. ‘Their names were 
Selencia, Maria, Eliza, Mary, 
Jane and Augusta. 

The eldest, Selencia. married 
Abial Fry at Warsaw, Iils.,.in 
1840, just before the family came 
here. Fry and his wife did. not 
come here for some four or :five 
years afterwards. She died in 
1858, he much later. ¥ 

Mr. Abial:Fry was a very mod- 
est man-for the business ve fol- 


lowed, that of collecting. He 
collected the: school taxes for 


many years for District No. 2,:in 
which he lived. IJ think he acted 
as coustable fora while. Hewas 
city marshal in 1854. The mar- 
Shal collected the taxes at that 
time, bat did not collect as many 


t saandihaatigs ton 


dtiw> bestfins ipcesgiiaanianion , 
_holtege ybal: bio ad! bits 8 Juads of emore sollte giioysot 


ay? Min demammaenteliowarpernptipeeyevriore tary ine 
oe) : aad ode wee a ai 
me ‘ ; yp ser | SoA coy 
hat ' eee ee eH are 
oa "ihe Poti ig f ‘eer gia 5 ev bia je 
[sae ry¥ Vet sdse Fe Wave 
IQ: enorros.1s0935] i 
ete “etek 
; athe “ques 
Senne ants to ee yaibsadt oft to 9moe” 
it. "7" 
Vides MOODA, aur vraag 
wee: 4 Tee 5 aot eee 
: pr rene VESecee PATE Toe 990 ; Cue 
ta aaitinn 0pa0 41 want tial, stinnial beh shaw: aid) gi baduitdyt. Wate 
oe ‘VL we nesta t dealbl tou ee) Del Lom 
a rae ste casmaiice Bah ee amir Ew re "BAes a lagys ed 

ae Haury) yank ie 

ia | iia FOr ot 


BHGey WO ee nomow dowR Jewt 
sw eomartied Tl .boiagw awor 
acrid est ,sitclt  s1ottole? 
tents bog onel 

binrem .sionslse peable odd/T 
ni pall »weansW ae vii inidA 
gursy ylimet orl) srolod tenz OFA! 
ton bit stiw 2id bas vol seed. 
svi 4a -Iwe ottez 102 s1o1f sm02 
a bsg gal ahvewioh a eiee7 
wet et thoueeod esl 

toeaii yhoo edw VV aiGA 14. 


is Pn k aes ie 
ome moogstf ctl “OPAL pi 
guiieiznoo ,zlims) eid, itive ored 
eoviten diod ,dsaneH liw eid Yo 
bas ence ows ,aiieautinse2s to 
neoz soz 9uQ 2isidgysh xie 
o1 2 9g1090 ylao yniveol bosib 
ediT oman 2lieast, os), 
~lyush oli ni gow diyngate y 
mad? to auitzoq/ 84nd slid W798 


ie aes0t: eal yail wk. a8 ba 


_rtbnoo steauttol & ig 


safe? oe evened: oft yo). noms te9, erIew02 won 6 ni spovas 102 sort 


SE 2gortaciios Yo. tedi ,bowol, 
ol @exet —hoernse -od4.. botoalloo 
Nt £0 s2itei 20) ern97 vos, 


Belne od Aoids DL obavilod Moidw, ,geiace 
|  hidw ww oidaienos ea, 
pane cr ae AEA mi berler san rim "978d 
fer) te exted odd boraallon late, 2399 D 


veaw oll - 


ite em 


lo “neitiba Ks pope 
baslool, 199, th 
ni daw oto catia abe 


#91 708 


535 = 


licenses as they do now. ‘The 
town was glad to have people 
come here without licensing them 
for every little thing imaginable 
as 1s now the. case. In 1862 he 
was city collector. Previous to 
the panic of 1857 there was a 
general credit system and settle- 
ments were made once a year if 
convenient: When settlement 
was not ‘made promptly, the ac- 
counts were placed in Abial Fry’s 
hands for collection on -a- small 
commission.” He always made 
prompt remittances and gained a 
good -sianding. ‘While the com- 
misSion seemed quite small, Fry 
made and’saved money. He hap- 
pened to have a brother-in-law in 
or connected with the court house 
in the person of William Gordon, 
as sheriff, or Richard--Cadle as 
clerk, who furnished -him with a 
good many court house jobs, such 
as serving notices, bailiff-for jur- 
ies, etc. We-find him in 1869 
acting as deputy county treasurer. 

In looking over our old direc- 
tories, in 1856 we find him city 
anarshal and boarding on the 
north side of Fifth street,-west of 
Chestnut, at his brother-1n-law’s. 
A. J. ‘Fimple: He- appears ‘to 
have boarded with him -until 
about 1874, when we find him 
acting as overseer of the’ poor, 
with residence on the south side 
of “Fouth street, 
more, the house occupied ‘bythe 
Ypiscopal Rectory.” It 1859 he is 
mentioned ‘as being a civil engi- 
neer and again 


west of ‘Syca- 


boarding with 


Fimple. I think that engincer- 
ing was his first occupation. In 
1877 he-is put down as book- 

keeper and his residence at 11 

Kast Third street. 

The second daughter, Lydia 
Maria, married in 1841 a man by 
the name of Wheeler and lived in 
Warsaw, Ills., a short time. Af- 
ter his death, she came to Mus- 
catine- and married Andrew Jack- 
son Fimple, who came here prob- 
ably in 1844 from or near Harris- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Fimple was one of the unus- 
ual characters often found in a 
new country. He wasa tailor by 
occupation, tal!,- slim and fine 
appearing, out spoken and a‘man 
that considered his honor of-more 
importance than his religion. He 
had a great respect for his better 
half who would go-to church, she 
being one of the first- members of 
the Congregational church, or- 
ganized in -1843. She attended 
regularly every Sunday, while he 
would just-as soon go-hunting. 
He acted on the old adage, ‘‘The 
better. the day, the-better the 
aeed,” and was willing to let-the 
dictates of his conscience be his 
guide, often repeating the follow- 
ing quotation from Pope’s Unt- 
versal Prayer: , poet 
“What conscience dictates to be done. 

Or warns me not to do, ; 

This, teach me. more than hell to shun, 
That, more than heaven pursue.” 
‘He was somewhat seifish ‘‘all 

the same.” We recollect abuut a 

party going with him ona hunt- 


ing excursion. They were gone 
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three or four days and killed an 
abundance of small game, squir- 
els and ducks. One of the party 
killed a wild turkey. While they 
divided the small game by an un- 
written law among hunters, the 
large game belonged to the ore 
who killed it. The party consist- 
ed of some six or more gentlemen 
from our city. Fimple had not 
killed the turkey but wanted it. 
He suggested that they all throw 
in and buy the turkey, and then 
shoot it off, which they did. The 
turkey was owned by nearly every 
one of the party but Fimple. 
When he captured it he utterly 
refused tu put it up again He 
informed them that he had been 
shooting for the turkey. ‘This 
was the last act of the hunt as 
they had to start tor home, and 
row their boat up stream about 
twelve miles. ‘They arrived homie 
that night, and Fimple had the 
turkey, but it cost him twice its 
value. I don’t say what day. it 
was, but I am inclined to think 
that while Fimple was shooting 
for the turkey Mrs. Fimple was 
attending Sunday school at. the 
Congregational church. Fimple’s 
tailor shop was the headquarters 
(club room) for alt the liberal 
thinkers, in their discussions, he 
usually taking part. He was a 
fine tailor. At that time we had 
no ready made clothing dealers. 
The merchants brought the goods 
here and the tailor made them up. 
We recently took a stroli into 
one of our tailor shops to compare 


it with Fimple’s. The first thing 
we met was a sewing machine 
with a tailor sitting at 1t sewing 
on a pair of pants at a speed that 
would have amazed old Andrew 
J., although he was avery fast 
workman. In Fimple’s shop there 
was a bench somewhat higher 
than those in use now, a wood 
stove anda half dozen chairs, a 
lot of fashion plates hanging on 
the wall, but no extra goods. In 
those days the tailors had to carry 
their work home with them at 
night to prevent burglars break- 
ing in and stealing it. Fimple's 
shop was no safer than others in 
that respect. Fimple would 
sponge his cloth, cut out his gar- 
ment and muunt up on the bench, 
sitting flat down and curling his 
feet up crossed under his knees, 
pin his work to his pants and sew 
all day. His work was not heavy 
or mentally laborious. He was 
pleased to have anyone come in 
and talk with him, which a great 
many did to the mutual advan- 
tage of both. 


The first dress coat I ever wore 
I bought the goods of Chester 
Weed, and Fimple made it for 
me. I don’t recollect what I paid. 
I got a pair of pants of another 
tailor, which at. this time I could 
duplicate for six dollars. and gave 
him a fresh cow for them. The 
cow would at this time be worth 
twenty-five or thirty dollars. 

Fimple stuck to his bench for 
several years and accumulated 
considerable property, but think- 
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ing his health would be better if 
he should get out a little more, 
changed his vocation and went 
into the ferry business with I. C. 
Day. They got the Apex built 
at Rock Island. Fimpie rode on 
horseback to Rock Island, taking 
his horses with him to run the 
boat down the river. He got 
aground onasandbar ana it took 
several days to make the trip. 
When I. C., Day died Giles Petti- 
bone, Day’s brother-in-law bought 
Days interest.) When ithey .be- 
came tired of the Apex, Pettibone 
went to Pittsburg aad bought 
the ferry boat Muscatine, and 
loaded it with furniture for S. G. 
& P. Stein and brought it around. 
The peculiar build of this boat 
gave itthe name of ‘**The Tur- 
tle.” A poem appeared in one of 
the papers, the authorship being 
attributed to E. Kline, a mer- 
chant of ourcity at that time, who 
resided on Front street and could 
see the boat cross the river to 
and fro. 

THE FERRY BOAT. 
A score or two of years ago 
({ was about your age, I think my boy) 
‘vhe old “hoss-boat" was found too slow, 
Anda new one made in the townof Troy. 


She was made as strong as strong could 
be, 

Allin all the best that money bought— 

Her plank were cut from the white ouk 
tree, 

The boilers of iron were toughly wrought. 


Deck, bolt and pin, beam, rod:and shaft, 
Pipe, truckand kelson,rudder and wheel; 
In truth, she was a wonderful craft 


And sound as a dollar from top to heel 


They named her - but what’s a name, 

Be it “Snorter,” or “Daisy” or “Myrtle?” 

She.could and she would go just the 
same, 

So they called her, and dubbed her “The 
Turtle.” 

The years moved on, and so did she, 

And was very like the “lhe One-Hoss- 
Shay:” 

The only difference here, you see, 

The “Shay” broke do vn, she never gaye 
wav. 


Boys grew men, lived and died, 

But “he Turtle” ran on from shore to 
* shore, 

From bank to bank her trade she plied, 

And many a load of teams she bore. 


When Gabriel's trump shall sound at 
last 

She will escape the general “mix,” 

And still a ferry, staunch, stroirg and 
fast, 

Willbe run by Charon, on the river Styx. 


While Mr. Fimple was ferry- 
Oue 


morning he came down about the 


man he was an early riser. 


‘* peep o'day” and to his surprise 
he found his boat sunk with its 
deck ae 
soon spread anda number of sym- 


under water. news 
pathizers and advisers were on 
hand. At someone's suggestion, 
Hobson’s air bag scheme that he 
wished toapply on tke Christopher 
Colon, was applied to the ferry 
boat in the shape of empty pork 
barrels. The hold below the deck 
was filled with 
purpose, it would not float. Wal- 
ton, with his then light apparat- 


them, but to no 


us. was called to its assistance 


and succeeded in getting it up. 
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On examination it was found that 
‘some miscreant had bored a two- 
‘inch augur hole in the bottom. 
Walton seeing the necessity of 
having heavier rigging for such 
work, went to Chicago and se- 
cured sufficient apparatus for any 
such an emergency, and had occas- 


ion to use it twice after that on 


the same boat, but for other par- 
ties, and has it yet for such pur- 
poses. 

I think Mr. Fimple sold his 
interest to Absalom Fisher, and 
went to quarrving, hauling and 
boating stone from his farm some 
four mtles above the city. 


ect ee Or 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Some of the Leading Families of the County. 


. THE MAGOON FAMILY. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Jan. 21, 1899; written by 


J P. Walton. 


No. 102. 


I don’t think Fimple, who mar- 
ried Magoon's third daughter, 
brought much money here but he 
was industrious and saving; he 


soon accumulated enough to 
buiid a brick house out in the 


woods on the north side of Fifth 
west of Chestnut street -—the 
is standing there yet. 
At that time there was so little 
improvement that he could not 
yet his house set straight; it 
stands some three or four feet out 
of square with the surroundings 
it the present time. 


house 


‘There he 


took his wife, Lydia Maria, 
when he married, 
1850—-the relatives say, I thought 


earlier. 


was about 


Mrs. imple was one of 


the best women living, always 
pleasant and agreeable, kind 


hearted and not a particle haugh- 


ty. Sbecould affiliate with any 
suciety quite as well as any 


She lived 
to the good ald age of almost 80 
years beloved by every one. Af- 
ter the of Mr. Fimple, 
March 8, 1880, she lived with her 
brother, D. 


womat we ever met. 


death 
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1891 when she went to live with 
her son, Andrew W. Fimple, in 
Duluth, afterwards living in Chi- 
cago, where she died on October 
14, 1897, and was buried ir Mus- 
catine. 

Fimple’s second building was 
a three-story warehouse on Front 
street west of Sycamore; the 
first and second stories were nsed 
for storage, at one time the build- 
ing was so well filled with wheat 
it endangeredits standing. The 
third story was used for hall and 


meeting bouse. The year the 
Congregational — society was 
building what is now the old 
Congregational church, their 


mcetings were held in Fimple’s 
hall. The Universalist society 
also occupied the ball fora while. 
Later the Muscatine Light 
Guards used it for an armory; 
when they broke up Fimple at- 
tached their effects for rent; he 
had their guns attached but as 
they the property of the 
state he had let thentego: 
This was probably 
erected in 1856, but the panic of 
1857 so embarrased him that the 
warehouse proved a bad iavest- 
ment on his hands, and he never 


were 
to 
building 


fairly recovered his former finan: 
cial standiny. He 
his farm and tived year 
but he had to return to 

After the Front street 
warehouse had passed into other 
hands it into a 
sash and door factory and finally 
burued down 


moved on tuo 
there a 
or more 
the city. 


was converted 


Mr. Fimple was 


a prominent member otf Iowa 
Lodge of Masons, he took a great 
deal of interest in its work and 
welfare, and while most of the 


other members attended lodge 
meetings in their everyday 


clothes Fimple would always put 


on his best, I think he never 
occupied any prominent office. 
His family consisted of three 


children; thev. are all dead, the 
last one, Andrew Wheeler ]°im- 
ple, died Nov. 20, 1897, in Cht- 
cago, about one month after his, 
mother; 
tine, was 


he was born in Musca- 

in the insurance bust- 
ness in Des Moines, in Duluth, 
andin Chicago. While residing 
in Duluth he married Miss Gorgia. 
Bruse who with one son survives 
him. 

Kliza Hannah was the first Ma- 
goon girl to marry in our town, 
She was married to William Gor- 
don October 21, 1840. She could 
pot been here more than 
six or eight months before the 
wiley Scotchman fall a prey to 
her beauty aud charms. She was 
undoubtedly the most beautiful 
young lady in our village; tall, 


have 


handsome, with fine form and 
bearing, and good address. The 
same could be said of both. He 


was fully six feet high and well 
built, and a good talker. He 
was anative of Scotland, born 
June 12, 1812, while 


native of Massachusetts. 


she was a 
They 
The eld- 
est, William A., died on July 8, 
1866, from the effects of a wound 


have had five children. 
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received at Shiloh on April 6, 
1862. The second child, Addie 
M., married Col. John H. Mun- 
roe; the third married Martin L, 
Mikesell; the fourth married Wil- 
liam M. Kincaid; a fifth child 
died young. 

Col. John H, Munroe was a na- 
tive of Quincy, Ill. His father 
er was a native of Lexington, 
Mass., anda relative of Lieuten- 
ant Munroe, who was killed at 
the battle of Lexington. John is 
of Scottish desceut, probably of 
oue of the four or five hundred 
Scottish prisoners sent to Massa- 
chusetts a little later than 1650 by 
Croniwell, but his Scottish blood 
don’t hurt him much as two hund- 
red years amoung the yankees bas 
diluted it to almost extinction. 
He still retains the desire com- 
mon to the celtic race for holding 
office. Ue recently allowed his 
name to appear on the Republi- 
can ticket for representative to 
Congress for the Second Congres- 
sional Pistrict of Iowa, hence the 
title of honorable. He has been 
candidate for mayor and served 
some twelve years as county clerk, 
a term longer than other 
man. He is a little too out-spok- 
en for a successful politician, re- 
cently venturing a criticism on 
the president that but few of the 
more fortunate officeholders would 
have dared to make. He has sev- 
eral children: William, who mar- 
ried Carrie Dolson, is now in the 
insurance 


any 


in Pattadel- 
phia, Pa.; another son, Frederick, 


business 


whois in the insurance business 
with his father. During the re- 
cent war with Spain, Frederick 
was a lieutenant in Company C, 
of the 50th Iowa volunteers. Col. 
John H. Munroe is new engaged 
in the insurance and land agency 
business with office on Iowa ave- 
nue. Hus biography is quite ex- 
tensively published 1n the Musca- 
tine Biographical Album, to 
which we refer our readers. 
Martin LL. Mikesell, now the 
delivery clerk at the postofiice, 
caine to Bloomington a small boy 
probably in 1841 or °42. His 
father was a blacksmith. He is 
better known as Doc Mikesell. 
How he got the title no one seems 
to know. The only professional 
occupation I ever neard of his 
having was that of a steamboat 


engineer. Mr. Mikesell has had 
to earn his own living, he com- 


menced when a mere boy 1n the 
post office under Richard Cadle 
later with Henry. Reece: 
After spending some four or five 
years in the post office he went 


and 


on a Mississippi river boat as en- 
gvineer and pilot. When the civil 
war broke out he joined the First 
Jowa volunteer infantry aud later 
the Kleventh and served 
the war. 


through 
After serving a term 
treasurer he 
perlntendent of a railroad inthe 


state of Jadiana. 


as county Was Su- 
He returned 
about 1872 or ‘73 
the post office 


where has been ever since except 


to Muscatine 


and went into 


about four years that he was en- 


‘i ielllidediiieicli vp nee Be wine 


“97 O08) Yoiww .setttat arad, iiw 


dele’. soing? thw yew Ines “nn? wot (TOO 


J eoaqmo? at trtaeinel # ¢ew 
MO ariaulow swol M02 st Yo 
‘heewyns wey ef coven), J Bifol 
qauogs bust hep goratmend oh) ini 
<8 nwod no softo Map edomiend 


moeN EY sdhre hedzitday yioviatot 
o) feniqs: yok omit 
Ay GS Ye Dolo: aw dotdw 

ed) won tiogsal4 «1 ontoe 
L186 Safey St ye trolo cigvilet 


ue ts TA « 


WOK 
aH alee 
et Rise! 


1 [FOE pi Vid eéorg 


Adie ase td B zkhw Stal 


a Sees: ithe 9 jenp oat" woH 
din rt GHleo wT. wow: of 
“abd te ‘pike: “70 I doirsqto0 


” Jinceimnsete 5 Yo Ione enw unived 


bod and APSeod Mi. tA 
sion SH cgtivil Nvo #id ps9 of 
oto. yod orem a monte hoon 
sibs brndotel whan coffe teng 
a0 inet Wiiw qsibt boo 
avet 10 qret ‘Sittoe yaihnega wITA 
snow at s2iite! saeq ot) tt ered 
“6 ep dH 19719 Wy giveizei TAs o- 


TWsStrigns 


tins sae rod WE Jottg bre renty 


pani “oft finiviesf oat Ji80 edo 180 


wt Bite” 
sto enentn Dh bon re: hie riinovstl ons 
inpot n Yaw wsRA ew ott) 


-ie Pa! gif Ve BOT Vnue® #6 949 Io wet ip 


wilde Dafne & te fosbrointisq 
ivr sh 


ON Yo, Shar ‘inti hohe 


80 8 @ew SoTnHIe Ht bgt a 
ie othip abgigsrygetd alk? Von Godel RA ais veanig bee 


Ran roCtiL, ) Yitey 


oe we. Bwont? vated 


‘otto Yh’ sa : 


anlol iosrnetoy awol + +Hoqe-10 OOF oftnit 


i 8 RET We 19 
sibbA ,blida buoose off 898 


\T aitvels boise bail). ot 
iw bovis Phot silt | 
oes Cotes jbissniA 


ry ar iM NSB wars 


inolatixad Yo svitso 2% oe a 
-naivokl Yo sviteler s bus , een 
tn botlid ebw odw ould dt 
zi adel .sorgaizs to olttsd oud 


to. yidedorg .MneIh deitton® Ic 


borbada Sv 10 not odd %6 Sno 
‘ne2slf of Ine etssozixq dzittone 
(d O20F neds Toda S111il B attoentts 
pool dettioge ant ted, M5 itera 
-boud'ow! en dotim mid dod Ybot 
est! zovtnby SHY goods 21897 bs 
Hoag “adits “oF bali 


‘-tvo> stieosb OW} ‘enintor Ile 


gtiblod'101 S987 389159 Se¥ of oem 
zid bowolls ytreee7 oT soifte 
-iiduqoA od} Ao is89qq8 CF oMeH 
ot ovitstnsesiqst sol oxo so 
-a9Tgne) bnots2e ads 101 429 009 
oi) 99ned ,ewdl lo oii 
nod end SH .steroRod To itis 
bovis bins yaaa tol 
avts ‘iatiaa 


et 3H 
699 (neiottitog juleeorou s 
bd mteiviting ae aia 
binew eroblodysitt Bart) 


woibht Vo Srate/ 2694 eeu SH ” i ot 
oul ot “etn onw citiW t 
é = ied ide hiindink lo 


—H — 


gagcd with the gas company. 
He has the reputation of know- 
ing and recollecting more per- 
sons than any man in the city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mikesell have one 
daughter whois married toSam 
F, Lewis and they have several 
children. 

William M. Kincaid, who mar- 
ried Miss Agaes Gordon, was a 
native of this county, born in 


1846. They had one daughter 
who married Frank Parham, 
manager of the Postal Telegraph 
office at Muscatine. Mrs. Agnes 
Gordon Kincaid died some years 
ago and the daughter, now Mrs. 
Parham, was cared for by her aunt, 
Mrs. G. D. Magoon, for many 
years. William M. Kincaid is 
now connected with G. D. Ma- 
goon in the building business. 
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[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


Some of the Leading Families of the County. 


THE MAGOON FAMILY. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Jan. 28, 1899; written by 
J. P. Walton. 


Nos. 103 

But to return to William Gor- 
don, the first one to marry a Ma- 
goon girl inour village. He had 
any amount of self-esteem auda 
good supply of conversational 
powers providing he was the sub- 
ject of discussion. He was indus- 
trious, although he would rather 
observe another work than do it 
himself. While one biogapher 
claims he was an extensive build- 
er; he certainly was not a success- 
ful one financially as he was a 
little too generous with his prom- 


and 104. 


ises, to succeed, frequently antici- 
pating more than he realized; 
but for all that, as a citizen he 
was courteous, generous and well 
liked. He liked office and held 
that of sheriff from 1856 to 1862. 
Here was where the Magoon fam- 
ily came, such a host of brothers- 
in-law with their influence, was 
a big starter. He was a demo- 
crat but managed in someway to 
get the ‘‘Know-nothing” vote to 
help him. When the war began 
to thicken, the democrats soon 
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lost their~ prestige: and Gordon 
went out-with others. These 
terms of office cured his propensi- 
ty for work and-he’ did’ but lit- 
tle afterwards. 

‘During ‘the-six years that he 
hhad the sheriff's office, he accum- 
: ulated considerable property and 
built for himself the large two- 
story brick: building on north 
Mulberry street;; now belonging 
to J. K. Miller. ‘This he traded 


some few months ago. 

‘William Gordon came here on 
“Aug. 11, 1836, and worked at the 
carpenter trade “Soon after he 
was married, he bought a large 
farm on Muscatine Island of 
‘Adam Ogilvie, it included the 
present property of Wm. H. 
Hoopes, T.B: Holcomb; the Bar- 
rows brothers, and the Sheperd 
place. The Ogilvie farm ‘had a 
comfortable frame house on it, 


for property on Second street,.and in_the spring ot 1842 Gordon 
with a defective title and his loss with the Magoon family moved 
on the deal was considerable. He into the house. I don’t think 
then built the frame building and Gcrdonsstavyed long on the Island: 
brick barn now belonging to T hé secured a lot on the south side 


R. Sawyer, It cost from $6,000 to 
$8,000 exclusive of the land, 
some ten or tweive acres, that 
was worth at least: $2,000 more. 
The house was so badly located, 
away from the road, that anyone 
having.money to purchase would 
not look at it. He was admon- 
ished not to build there, but he 
was building for himself and did 
not care whether anyone else 
wanted it or not. -As a result he 
‘became embarrassed financially, 
and the property was sold to pay 
for borrowed* money, and was 
eventually sold for less than &3,- 
000 for land, house and barn. 
Mr. Gordon wa's: very unfortu- 
nate in getting lime in-his eyes 
and. became nearly blind~ and 
‘helpless for a numberof years. 
Mrs. Gordon died Aug.*8, 1873. 
“After his eye sight became im- 
paired he lived ‘the most of his 
time with his daughters. Tle died 


of Fourth street, between Pine 
and .Linn streets, and built a 
small frame house. In 1854 or °55 
he built the brick house now oc- 
cupied by the Erb family. (This 
we lowered some two years ago.) 
During the cold winter of 1842 
-and 1843 Mr. Magoon and his 
son George, went across the river 
where they cut and hewed a set 
of cotton woud logs and hauied 
them across. the In the 
‘Spring they put up a large cabin 
near where T’. B. Holcomb’s. barn 
and ‘the 


river. 


now stands, Magoon 
family moved in there inthe year 
of 1843... ‘The fourth daughter 
married George Martin, a carpen- 
ter by trade, who came here from 
Davton, Ohio. 
‘he bought a part’ of the farm, 
“and -Gordon. 
Martin 
year 


If J am correct, 


‘moved.to ‘town. 


farmed the. place fora 
when he moved. to 


town and- went into the building 


or two 
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business with Buches ce Brooks. The last daughter of Isaac Ma- 
The firm of Brooks & Martin did goon to marry was Jane Sarah, in 
considerable building and some 1847, to.-Richard Cadle, a. young 
-house - moving, they had -two man that came formally from the 
- wooden bed screws, asthey called city of. New. York. He was a 
‘them, to: raise. buildings. with; carpenter by occupation | ard 
they were about six inches in di- worked at the trade considerable. 
ameter and four feet long, they He was-a brother of .Cornelious 
set ina nut about eight inches Cadle who built the first saw mill 
thick,stwo feet wide and fourfeet in our city. Dick as he was 
: long;:they were madejby: Isaac;called was an immensely popular 
‘-Magoon. In 1851 George Martin man, kind, courteous and, agree- 
‘and family. moved to California, able. . He, like his brother, Cor- 
‘+where Mrs: Martin died in 1886, nelius, was a great. joker Or pun- 
he died in‘1896. They leftthree ster; he, of. course,. was popular, 
sons living in Calitornia and espeg¢ially in: society,,; where he 
Idaho, could be found quite frequently. I 
John T. B. Martin, a brother don’t think Dick was muchof a 
of George Martin, came here dancer, he depended on his wit 
about 1845 and married Augusta rather than-his feet for his stand- 
Magoon in 1846.” They had one ing in society. In 1848 Dick was 
child, cow Mrs. Clara Kerns of elected County Clerk and served 
Rock Island, her mother Mrs. two years, then again in 1854 and 
Augusta (Magoon) Martin lives served four years; he was after- 
‘with her. Mr.:Martin died some wards Deputy Clerk for some five 
‘years ago...-After their marriage years, having. been in a county 
John and Augusta lived in Mus- office: near yeleven. years, he alsu 
catine, he was engaged in house -servéd six years as township clerk. 
building and: 1n 1851 he-went:to This Magoon family seem to 
California where she ‘succeeded in have taken kindly to public of- 
yetling money enough to come''fices as some of the sons-in-laws 
back with. I think that was or their descendants by marriage 
‘about all he got. - He returned'in have held. positions in.the court 
1855 and built a house on the top house for fully,.thirty-five years 
of the bill on Jot 6, block 122, with little: or no, intermission, 
‘south side of Seventh street: west During Fillmore’s administration 
-of the Avenue.’ John was a great: Richard Cadie was postmaster for 
“society man, most of the parties-a full term of four years. After 
and ‘‘balls” had his name down leaving the post-office he went in 
-as one of the principal men; he«with J..S. Patten in the sash and 
-was well liked and respected by. door: business. for a couple of 
-all who knew him. nat years. In October, 1861, he went 
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into the army and served three 
years in the quartermaster’s de- 
partment as first lieutenant. On 
returning from the war he went 
into the sash, door and blind 
factory of Cadle & Mulford which 
business afterOard developed into 
the Huttig Bro’s. Manufacturing 
Co., with which he remained 
some time. Not wishing to devote 
all his time to the public he went 
out on North Mulberry street and 
bought a tract of land, perhaps 
eight or ten acres, and built a 
fine house and out buildings, and 
started to educate chickens and 


’ 


raise raspberries. This, of course’ 
made him a Granger and when 
the Grange Wagon Factory was 
built he put in some money and 
gota position in the office. While 
he probably got his pay for the 
tine he was with them I presume 
he never got his mouey back on 
his stock. Richard Cadle had 
two children, George H. and Eva. 
He, with, his family, moved to 
Monta Vista, Colorado, some six 
or seven years ago. He died 
there 1n 1896, his widow and the 
two children are there yet. 


It is well to remember the “larks” of our boyhood, 
At the eve of old age, we recall them anew, 
On the river, and the fish pond, the timber, and Sand Mound, 
With the broad spreading Island yet plainin our view, 
Where we boated, and hunted, and wandered around, 
When in search of adventures, there to be found. 


Our acquaintance with George 
D Magoon, the son of Isaac Ma- 
goon, commenced in the spring of 
1842. We both moved to Musca- 
tine Island about the same time 
and lived about three hundred feet 
apart. I don’t know how I can 
tell George’s boyhood history 
without telling my own—a thing 
I have a great reluctance in 
doing. George, my brother and 
myself were the boys of Musca- 
tine Island for the year 1842. We 
swat, boated, fished and hunted 
together. That is to say, we put 
in ovr spare time together; we 
had to work and gut but little 
time besides Sundays. There 


were no meetings or Sunday 
Schools on the Island, and the 


.boys were not required to go to 


town to meeting. Iam inclined 
to think we did not have clothes 
nice enough to appear ina town 
church and this was one of the 
reasons for not going. Well, we 
did not want to go, our parents 
objected to our going a hunting 
on Sunday, but would allow us 
to go visiting. We managed to 
take a great many strolls togeth- 
er; when the the river became 
high we had to do our traveling 
by boat, with which we soon be- 
came expert mauagers. .We did 
not indulge in any of the games 
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played by the town boys, we were 
“in the company of men and had 
to use men’s recreations. In the 
spring of 1844 another boy came 
on the Island, by the name of 
James BD. Reeder. This made a 
quarette, and occasionally a fifth 
one joined them by the name of 
Amasa Brooks, who was about as 
sharp as boys’ generally are. 
James Reeder was a common boy, 
but his parents considered him 
very much better than we were, 
and kept him much finer dress- 
ed and would frequently talk 
about it. Jim was a good fellow, 
but no leader, while Brooks was. 
Card playing was especially in- 
dicted bv our parents. Of course 
we had to play cards, end when 
the river was high it was difficult 
to find a place to play out of sight 
of the old folks. On one occa- 
sion we were playing in an old 
open house that had four or five 
upper joists running across, over- 
head. We happened to look out 
and see my mother appreach- 
ing. We had. no time to retreat, 
so gathering up our. cards, 
each one climbed up on a joist 
and stretched out length wise on 
top. Mother came in and looked 
all around, but did not look up. 
and exclaimed, ‘*Well, I saw 
those boys here, where could they 
have gone.” She went away 
without knowing, and we went 
on with our game. On 
occasion when wild strawberries 


another 


were very abundant on the Island, 
so thick as to make the ground 


look more red than green, we 
gathered a fine lot and resorted 
to the pantry and helped our- 
selves to cream and sugar while 
the old folks were in town attend- 
ing meeting. After enjoying 
our repast we adjourned to the 
attic to engage in a game of sev- 
en-up. When it was nicely in 
progress, the cld folks returned, 
and found us ‘‘treed” in the attic. 
We got down and departed in the 
best manner we could, leaving 
George to make matters right. 
How he got out of it, I have tor- 
gotten. 

Our passion for card playing did 
not last very long, as we knew 
it was disobeying orders and did 
not afford us much pleasure, so 
we guit it. - 

Our desires to get out and see 
something took the preference. 
On one occasion we went down to 
the Sand Mound, and saw a big 
wolf run into a hole. We detail- 
ed a guard over the hole and dis. 
patched others for shovels to dig 
the wolf out. We commenced dig- 
ging and soon reached its nest and 
other fresh signs, and could hear 
what we thought was the wolf 
digging away fromus. We dug 
a long way but got no wolf. The 
wolf if there, and we were sure it 
was, likely went into some side 
hole and filled 1t with earth so 
we missed it. 

When we went on the Musca- 
tine Islard 50 or more years ago, 
the prairie wolf was very abund- 
ant. The Sand Mound was a fa- 
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vorite haunt for them, where they 
made their dens and reared their 
voung. When the river was high 
they were crowded to high ground 
and we would frequently take a 
trip to look after them and often 
captured some. 

On one occasion we were pass- 
ing down the northeast side of 
the Sand Mound where there isa 
strip of timber now standing. 
There was no ievee then; the wa- 
ter was up among the trees, and 
on about every tree two or more 
large snakes could be seen, also 
in great number aloug the bank 
‘of the pond. We soon armed 
ourselves with suitable sticks for 
killing them, and when we quit 
had dispatched about 300, that 
would average three feet each, 
making nearly 900 feet in all. 
This is of course a snake story, 
but if the quantity 1s doubted we 
will refer you to G. D. Magoon, 
as we are the only survivors. 

We frequently took fishing trips 
in the night. We would go over 
on the Island, or in the bottom, 
and get some rough hickory bark, 
tie itup in a bundle to make a 
torch. When it became dark we 
would take a canoe ann go uver 
to the fourth slough, and station- 
ing someone in the forward end 
with a spear, another close be- 
hind him with the lighted torch, 
and one in the back end to pad- 
dle, we frequently caught quite a 
nice mess of very fine fish. It 
was no uncommon thing, 1f the 
fish got crowded or frightened, 


to have them jump into the boat. 
I recollect at one time catching 
avery large black bass in that 
ianner. 

Many atime we went to the 
big timber or on Blanchard’s Is- 
land to hunt and gather hickory 
nuts. George was the big boy; 
he did the climbing and knocking 
them off; we, my brother and JI, 
would do the picking up. 

One winter we took a notion to 
cut steamboat wood on Blaunch- 
ard’s Island. Each of us builta 
cabin and each had a man chop- 
ping for a while. We hauled 
over some of the wood on the ice, 
and banked some for boating. 
Some of it was washed away 
without banking. I don’t think 
we made much out of it, but it 
kept us busy during the winter. 

In the winter of 1846 my broth- 
er and I moved down to our old 
farm near the Sand Mound, and 
George moved to town. We were 
then young men; George was 21 
years old and I was 20. We did 
not meet so often after that, but 
nevertheless we tooka good many 
jaunts together for a year or two, 
George frequently coming down 
to spend Sunday and preserve the 
acquaintance. 

After George came to town he 
worked at carpenter work for, or 
with his brothers-in-law, the 
Martins, and associated with the 
young men of the city and joined 
the brass band. He played the 
biggest horn in the lot. I have 
forgotten the leader’s name; it 
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was the first band of the town, 
long before Unger's or Hichoff's 
were organized. 

Early in the season cf 1852, 
George went to California where 
he remained for about four years 
when he returned to our city and 
commenced the building business. 

On Sept. 27, 1860, he married 
Miss Joanna Kincaid, a daughter 
of the late Col. Kincaid. They 
have one son, Eddie, born Dec. 
26, 1864, who is now working at 
the carpenter trade for his father 
and uncle, W. M. Kincaid. . 

George D. Magoon was a na- 
tive of Ware, Mass., born Feb. 
11, 1825; in 1827 was taken to 


Ohio; in 1837 to Warsaw, IIls.; 
in 1840 to Bloomington, now 
Muscatine . His education was 
acquired, some in Ohio, some in 
Illinois, and lastly, in a log 
school house ou the south side of 
Third street, west of Cedar, about 
the east line of the hay market, 
probably taught by John A. Par- 
vin. When the war of the rebel- 
lion broke out, he volunteered in 
the 11th Iowa Infantry, and was 
commissioned lieutenaut in the 
Pioneer Corps. He served some 
three years and was mustered out 
Dec. 6, 1864. Although 74 years 
of age he continues in business. 
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HISTORICAL 
[RECOLLECTIONS OF > 


The Vloscow Canal. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Feb. 11, 1899; written by 
J. P. Walton. at 


No. 105. 


If any one will take the trouble 
to refer to page 531 of ‘‘The 
Statute Laws of the Territory of 
Iowa,” an act will be found to in- 
corporate the Bloomington and 
Cedar River Canal Company. 
The act was approved Jan. 12, 
1839, and was passed while the 
legislature was in session in Bur- 
lington; it 1s a long act, occupy- 
ing some nine pages with twenty- 
six sections. It fixed the capital 
stock at $200,000 with the shares 
at $100 each. According to sec- 
tion three, Joseph Williams, Juhu 
Vannata, Adam Ogilvie, Charles 
Alexander Warfield, Suel Foster, 
William Gordon, Harvey Gillet, 
William D. Velie, Stephen Long, 
James W. Talman aud Jobn G. 
Foy were the commissioners to 
receive subscriptions of stock. 
ach subscriber was to pay one 
dollar a share and when $35,000 


was paid in, the subscriptions 
were to be turned over to a board 
of directors with the money re- 
ceived. Section 5 allowed the 
Capital stock to be increased to 
$500,000, section 6 for the con- 
struction of a navigable canal 
from Bloomington to Cedar river, 
section 7 for the right of way 
and paying for the same, section 
8 for collecting toll and also 
{or borrowing any sum of money 
needed. Several sections were 
devoted tothe protection of the 
canal and the penalties for violat- 
lation of the provision. Section 
21 provided for the commence- 
ment of the work which was to 
be within three years and the 


completion within ten years. 
Section 22 is rather an uncom- 


mon section, it authorized the 
company to loan money on bonds, 
notes, drafts, bills of exchange, 
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and: otber securities ata rate of 
interest not exceeding twelve per 
cent per annum, and limits its 


- amount to two hundred thousand 


Pf 


dullars, I guess this meant to 
borrow money at twelve per cent, 
or in other words, to bond the 
canal for $250,000, twelve per 
cent bonds. This would look 
like an enormous interest to pay, 
but I think it is no larger than 
many of the railroads are paylag 
at the present time if we con- 
sider the water used in the con- 
struction. Section 23 provided 
for the transfer of the canal to 
the state of Iowa after the state 
should be admitted to the Union. 
It also provided ‘*that 1m case the 
congress of the United States 
shall make an appropriation or 
donation either in-land.or money 
in aid of the construction of the 
work, this. act authorizes the 
right to the same shall be vested 
in the state.” The corporations 
were authorized to apply to con- 
gress for such an apptorpriation 
in money or lands 
Tam inclined to think that the 
last feature was the main in- 
ducement for building a canal— 
that is to say, getting an appro- 
priation from congress. The 
same scheme was worked about 
that time on the Des Moines river 
for slack water navigation, the 
appropriation was made, but the 
slack water navigation never cid 
much good. 

I don’t know who were the 
schemers in the Bloomington and 


Cedar River Company. I have 
understood: that Suel Foster 
claimed his name was put on 
without his kuowledge or consent. 
I have been told that a survey 
was made previous to the action 
of the legislature. There was 
another incentive that may have 
had an influence on this concep- 
tion, the state of Illinois was 
about constructing the lake Mich- 
igan canal and also trying to 
build railroads. The state of 
Indiana had also taken the same 
fever, and so had Ohio; they had 
both been or were building canals 
more stupendous than the Cedar 
river canal. Why not Blooming- 
ton have one? if it answered for 
nothing more than an advertise- 
ment. The caual question laid 
dormant from 1839 to 1865—26 
years—when a few of our citizens 
concluded to have it surveyed. 
A party consisting of Captain A. 
Kennedy, Honi..J. “As Parvin: 
Hon. John Mahin, Mr. J. G. H. 
Little, myself and others went 
out and made a preliminary in- 
spection of the grounds. A suf- 
ficient stm was raised by sub- 
scription aud a corps of engineers 
headed by Capt. Kennedy put on 
the work. His report was made 
in October, 1865, and embodied 
the following items: 

The fail of water from Cedar river at 


Moscow to the river at Muscatine was 
84 feet. 


ESTIMATE OF COST, 


Excavation and embankment 
from: Stat..o to 460......-.: $324,000 00 


Excavation tor tunnel from 
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PAE OO AGO Cs 5 Shek on ue 95,000 00 
Masonry for tunnel.......... 231,840 00 
Excavation and embankmeut 

east end of tunnel......... 76,300 00 
Timber waste way at Sugar 

ON eerie ao ae 9h 5,000 00 
Raising Moscow Dam 5 feet, 

imcluding Cate... . 2. ss 6.400 00 
Rip-rap at entrance Sugar 

Creek, Mad Creek,-etc.... 4,000 00 
WR ESEUV OCT AE g cee oa oine bites 1,860 00 
Engineering:etc.<.... 6a... 5,600 00 

PMS iat Sie snes view o's aoe $750,009 00 


Excavation and embankment, 16 to 
30c per cubic yard. 

Excavation in tunnel $1,00 per cubic 
yard. : 

Masonry of tunnel $12.09 per. cubic 
perch. 

Masonry at Dam (Moscow) $8.00 per 
cubic perch. 

Rip-raps $2.00 per cubic yard. 

You will see that Mr. Kennedy 
ficured the excavation at 16 to 30 
cents per cubic yard. With the 
improved methods of handling 
earth in big cuts, like the Chicago 
drainage canal for instance, earth 
can be moved for one-half ora 
little more, than it could when 
Kennedy made his estimation. 
At the present time 1t is quite 
probable that by the same method 
the tunnel could be abandoned, 
hence little or no stone or brick 
work will be needed, thus short- 
ening up the estimate on the 
masonry at least $200,000. I 
have little or no doubt that $300,- 


000 or $350,000 will bring all the 
water we want from Cedar river 
at Moscow to Muscatine, 

We have a Commercial Club 
that have done about all the good 
things this city has had doae 
since they have been in existence, 
so the secretary says. The Club 
is a good thing for the city and 
is now moving inthis canal mat- 
ter. We hope they will be suc- 
cessful in their efforts. <If'they 
are, in our estimation, it will be 
their best work. 

A word as to the fall of the 
river, in Vol. 2 of White’s Geol- 
ogy of Iowa, page 410, is found 
the survey of the Rock Island 
railroad. By it the surface of 
Cedar river at Moscow is 75 feet 
above the surface of the Missi:- 
sippi river at Davenport. The 
surface of the river at Muscatine 
is probably 9 feet lower than at 
Davenport, making a fall of 84 
feet between Moscow and Musca- 
tine. This verifies the Kennedy 
survey of 84 feet The Rock Is- 
land surveys were made at low 
water in the rivers. The 
figures of the United States show 
a falt of 12 feet from the old 
bridge at Davenport and Musca- 
tine, making the fall from Mos- 
cow 87 feet. 
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A HISTORY OF THE OLDEST 
CONTINUOUS WEATHER RECORD — 
IN THE MIDDLE WEST, 


With Paper Read to the Academy of Science in Muscatine, lowa, 
February 13th, 1899, 


Published in the Muscatine 


Saturday Mail Feb. 18, 1899; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 106. 


Oc July 4th, 1838, Hon: T. S. 
Parvin, now of Cedar Rapids, 
landed in Iowa; it wason the 
birthday of Iowa; he came as 
private secretary for Hon. Robert 
Lucas, the first governor of the 
new territory of Iowa. Mr. Par- 
vin stopped for a while at Bur- 
lington, but soon came to Bloom- 
ington, now Muscatine. He was 
a young unmarried man, and 
what induced him to keep a 
weather record is more than one 
can imagine at the present time. 
He probably commenced on the 
ist dav of December, 1838, and 
may have kept his record in hts 
diary, as he transcribed none be- 
fore the first day of January, 
1839, which he most likelv did in 
1841, when he got his blanks 
printed. he blanks were litho- 


graphs supplied by a Hartford, 
Conn., company. He made a 
record ot the thermometer read- 
ings three times a day, also of 
the clear, viriable and cloudy 
days, and also the days that it 
rained or snowed. In 1847 he 
seems to have had blanks from 
the Smithsonian Institute at 
Washington, D.C. He did not 
make any record of the barometer 
until 1850. The following story 
was going the rounds about Par- 
vin’s barométer (which I now 
have.) The common way of 
transporting mercurial barom- 
eters was to pack them ina leath- 
er case with straps on it and 
carry on one’s back like a gun, 
When Parvin wanted a barometer 
his friends, Dr. C. O. Waters and 
H. D. LaCossit, who had been 
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down to Washington tolock after 
some public office, offered to bring 
him one. So they started with the 
barometer on their backs; when 
they got Buffalo, N. Y., they 
went to a hotel tostay over night; 
they found the hotel crowded. 
LaCosset in the lead walked up 
to the desk and registered the 
names of H. D LaCussit, Lt., U. 
S. A., and Dr. C.O. Waters, Surg., 
U. S..A.; and asked.the clerk 
if he could give them a room; he 
said he could not, all he would 
do was to give them cots in the 
office. LaCossit turned around 
and said, ‘‘Surgeon, what will we 
do with this instrument, one of 
us will have tostay up and watch 
it.” ‘The clerk glanced at the 
names and titles and said ‘‘gentle- 
men, I guess we can ariange a 
room for you,” and he did. 
In October, 1860, Mr. Parvin 
moved to lowa City and gave his 
instrumeuts, blanks, etc., to Rev. 
John Ufford, who continued to 
take observations untilA pril, 1863, 
wher he gave his instruments, 
records and blanks to Josiah P. 
Walton, who has since continued 
them. Shortly after that time, 
while in Iowa City, Mr. Parvin 
gave all the back records he had 
to me. I have taken the observa- 
tions or had them taken for more 
than thirty-five years. This 
reccrd with those received from 
Mr. Parvin aud Rev. Ufford, 
makes a continuous record for 
more than sixty years. We hard- 
ley think when Mr. Parvin 


started this record that he 
thought it would be kept up as 
long as it has been. 
A PAPER READ BEFORE THE MUSCA- 
TINE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE, 
FEB 13, 1899. 

Weather is the state of the atmos- 
phere with respect to heat or cold, wet 
or dryness, calm or storm, cloudiness 
or clearness, or any other meteorolog- 
icai phenomena, as warm weather, 
cola -weather, wet weather or dry 
weather, calm or tempestuous weather. 
In fact, we are subject to all kinds of 
weather, especially in this locality. 

We, as enlightened.people, are de- 
pendent for our subsistence mainly on 
agriculture, which in turn is dependent 
on the condition of the weather for its 
success. The question for the agricul- 
turalist is to know how to take advant- 
age and make the most of the weather 
study although the records are not very 
continuous. We are told than on one 
occasion it rained forty days and forty 
nights, and this was followed by fair 
weather. We are not told when the 
next rain occurred or whether another 
similar rain will occur again, but as all] 
general rules may have an exception, 
we conclude that the forty days’ rain 
was an exception and will not occur 
again, unless similar conditions occur, 
which is not considered very probable. 

Ever since the forty days’ rain man 
hss been dependent on the generosity 
of the weather for his subsistence, yet 
no records have been kept of import- 
auce with the exception of a few se- 
vere droughts until quite recently. 

Within the present century’ great 
strides have been made in the manner 
of keeping weather records. We had 
occasion to look up the age of the me- 
tcorological records, and found but two 
or three in the land that reached back 
into the last century. We found that 
there had been spasmodic efforts made 
to keep a record at various places, but 
none were continuous, Here let me 
say that the whole northwest should 
risé up in a body and thank Hon. T. S. 
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-Paivin, now of Cedar Rapids, for his 


(then said to be useless) weather rec- 
ord. which he commenced on January 
1st, 1839. This record has been kept 
up continuously to the present time. 
By the use of it we are enabled to tell 


- what has occurred, and what has fol- 


* ince of 


~ 


lewed those occurrences. Of course 
suck a record would be useless for such 


prophets as Foster, Hicks or Mansil, 


who have some law for their prophesies 
not known by the common student, 
and possibly not by themselves. 

For the past year or two we have 
cousulted these records and have 
fcund that one month is an index for 
what the next one is quite likely to be. 
We have been very fortunate in our 
predictions made on these data. In 
making predictions, we don’t claim to 
know what laws make the conditions— 
all we use is the results that are liable 
to follow. 

The past January, 1899, had but .38 
of an inch precipitation. By consult- 
ing our records we find there have 
heen 10 Januarys in fifty years that 


-had less than one inch of water fall, 


which we will consider. January, 1853, 
was dry and was preceded by a De- 
cember that after its first day was 
dry. The February and March that 
foliowed were dry. The April was ex- 
ceedingly wet. 11.80 inches of water 
fail. May, June and July were wet. 
January, 1854, was dry. February had 
more-than the average water fall. 
March and April were dry. May was 
wet. June and July were not exces- 
sively wet. 

January, 1859, was dry, with the pre- 
ceding December about the average. 
February, March, April May and June 
were wet. July was dry. 

Jenuary, 1865, had less than one-half 
water fall. The preceding De- 
cember about the average, with April 
wet, May and June dry, July wet. 

1867. January dry, the December be- 
fore wet, February wet, March and 
April dry, May and June wet, July 
average. 


1868. January quite dry, December 
preceding quite dry, February dry, 
March, April, May and June wet, July 
dry. 

1872. January had but .03 of an inch 
of water fall, the dryest on _ record. 
The December before was wet, Febru- 
ary, March and April were dry, May 
and June were wet, July dry. 

1875 January dry, preceded with 
au average December, February, 
March, April, May and June were dry, 
July was wet. 

1é78. January dry, preceded by a 
wet December, February, March and 
April about the average, May wet, June 
and July average. 

1882. January dry. ‘The preceding 
Deecmber was about the average, 
February, March and April about the 
averege, May and June wet, July about 
re average. 

These figures show that there were 
ten dry Januarys with less than one 
inch of precipitation; also, of the Feb- 
rucarys that followed 6 were wet, of the 
Marches 3 wet, 3 average, 4 dry; of 
the April 6 wet and 2 average, and but 
2 dry; of the Mays 8 were wet, 1 aver- 
age, and but 1 dry; of the Junes 5 were 
wet, 4 average, 1 dry; of the Julys 6 
were wet, 3 average, 1 dry. They also 
show that as a whole the ten dry Jan- 
uarys have been followed by an aver- 
ase increase of precipitation in ever 
morth to and including July. April 
and May show the largest. Also, that 
there has been in the ten years but 
cne year that April or May have not 
been excessively wet. 

Now, to the application. We have 
three important crops grown in this lo- 
cality, corn, oats and grass. The sea- 
scns very frequently do not suit ali 
these crops. For instance, corn re- 
qtcres but a limited amount of rain 


‘urtil July, but after the ploughing is 


dene and shooting begins, then it will 
stand any amount, while oats and 
grass prosper better with April, May 
ard June wet ,and July dry for har- 
vesting. 
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In December, 1898, we had but .51 
of precipitation, while the average is 
1.70 in., more than three times the 
amount we had. In January, 1899, 
we had but .38 in,; the average precip- 
itation is 1.66 in. 

If we conclude that the next six 
menths are not going to be an excep- 
tior to the former ones with similar 
precipitation in January, we can look 
for a better season for grass and oats 
than for corn. 

We conclude the chances at least are 
eight out of ten to have May very wet, 
and if April should prove dry, the 


. chances are 9 out of 10 for a wet May. 


In other words we consider the 
chances for a fine season for oats and 
grass are very good, while we don’t 
see but 2 out of ten chances for a 
choice corn season, with one or two 
more fairly good chances. We presume 


4 


there will be eorn raised, as there is 
every year, but we hardly expect to see 
ihe crop up to an average. 

There is another condition that will 
help the corn and not materially in- 
jure the oats and grass. That is the 
eycessive deep freezing. The ground 
is very dry to a great depth, and pack- 
ed together, so much so that many of 
the forest trees are dying from drought. 
The deep frost will separate or pulver- 
ize the ground and make it accessible 
for excessive rain falls, and will store 
the water away for future need, 
thus leaving the surface in a tillable 
ecndition. This deep frost will go far 
iu preventing excessive floods after the 
frost is out of the ground, while a deep 
snow followed by a heavy rain before 
the frost is out of the ground might 
mike a flood. 


[RECOLLECTIONS OF 


PROMINENT MEN OF BLOOMINGTON---A. 0. and CHAS. A. WARFIELD. 


Published in the Muscatine Saturday Mail Feb. 25, 1899; written by 
J P. Walton. 


No. 

There have been three or more 
biographical works published of 
this city and county. They asa 
rule contain the biographies of 
the subscribers and but few if 
any others. These are usually 
written to suit the subscriber and 
very brief. In many cases but 
little of the manis told. Such 


SC 1 ae 


is the case of Major Asbury O 


Warfield, who was one of the 
pioneer settlers of our town. 
In the Biographical Album 


on page 297 we find a brief ac- 
count of his earlierdays. He was 
born in Carroll county, Md., on 
November 16, 1811; he came to 
Burlington, lowa, on a steamboat 
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in November, 1837, the boat be- 
ing frozen in the ice he and his 
cousin, David R. Warfield, footed 
it to Bloomington, or in other 
words, they bought a horse and 
rede turn about. One would 
mount the horse and ride fora 
while, then would tie the horse 
and walk on a head; when the 
other whohad been followinycame 
up he,would mount the horse and 
ride some distance 
the first one, then 
and walk on By this 
scheme each one got to ride 
half of the way and they gained 
.time. (Can any one figure out 
how much time they gained?) 

In 1838 Asbury and his cousin 
David R. erected a saw mill, 
probably they commenced sawing 
1839. High water in the 
creek washed out their dam, it 
rebuilt and washed out 
several times; finally Asbury got 
tired of the venture and sold out 
10 bis cousin David, having 
dropped some $6,000 or $8.000 
in it. Peter Jackson in one of 
his addresses to the cld settlers 
describes this mill thus: 

“David R. Warfield a man of 
horses, dogs and guns, kept bach 
on the classical banks or Mad 
Creek with Benjamin Matthews 
as master of ceremonies and en- 
joyed frontier life hugely, but in 
its 


in advance of 
tie the horse 
again. 


in 


Was 


an evil hour tried to confine 
waters by a dam to runa saw 
mill, which the creek resented by 
washing out the dam. In con- 
nection with this mill I will men- 


tion an incident to show how 
primitive our city was at that 
time. One afternoon I had been 
up at the mill tosee about getting 
some lumber sawed and return- 
ing home in the evening an emi- 
grant with a one-horse covered 
wagon overtook me as I walked 
along and asked me _ how far it 
was to Bloomington. Ianswered 
that we were just then on the 
public square. This emigrant 
was Hiram Matthews, who bad a 


fashion of opening his eyes 
very wide, and how they did 
bung out among those woods 


where no houses could be seen. 
There was then a few houses 
near the steam boat landing. I 
recollect of three cabins east of 
Pappoose—one where Mr. Bran- 
nan now lives, one near where 
Mr. Peter Musser lives, and one on 
block 30 occupied as a blacksmith 
shop by a Mr. Walmsey.” 

After disposing of his interest 
:n the saw mill Asbury Warfield 
went to Antwerp, Cedar county, 
an early town some three miles 
west of Tipton. (I don’t think 
there is any town there uow) and 
opened a store. After a couple 
of years stay he returned. 

John McGreer in his Recollec- 
tions of Drury’s Landing says: 
“Major Asbury Warfield started 
a general store at Drury’s Land- 
ing and sold it out to two broth- 
ers named WNeienburg, one of 
them committed suicide aud War- 
field had to take the store back.” 
How long he kept the store at 
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the Landing John does not say. 

If I recotlect aright Asbury 
Warfield helped some of the city 
merchants most of the time after 
closing out his store. I have 
been told he kept books fur Jos’ 
Bennet until the autumn of 1855 
when he was appointed the agent 
for the Mississippi & Missouri 
railroad, now the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific. His office wa's 
in the first story of the Ovilvie 
House, uow the © Commerciai 
Hotel. He remained there until 
the old wooden ticket offiice was 
built at the foot of Linn street. 
The  railroaad’ bought’ an 
old two-story frame building that 
was first built for a farmer’s mer- 
cantile shipping company in 1843, 
it stood below Broadway and was 
moved up near the foot of 
Linn street and used it for a 
freight house previous to the 
wooden station house being built. 
The major had supervision over 
the freight department till 1891 
~—-36 years. A 

A word about the majorasa 
railroad man, he was remarkably 
attentive, he would fret himself 
nearly to death if there wasa 
likelihood of the railroad com- 
pany losing a dollar. He always 


collected all his bills - whether 
they “were just © or not. 
If a man came with a little 


claim for damages or over pay- 
ment the reception was not a cold 
one—far from it. It was more 
likely to be the reverse, as a very 
hot place would likely be men. 


‘received. 


tioned, If the applicant ment 
business and would watt until 
Asbury got over his pet he 
would receive very courteous treat- 
ment. Ihave no doubt but that 
hundreds of dollars of just claims 


‘have gone unsettled and the yood 


will of the railroad suffered by 
the bluff reception the applicant 
7 I don't think that J 
am telling an untruth when I 
say that hardly a day for many 


‘years passed that some one did 
“not receive an 
‘manner from the major’s impetu- 


insult in some 
osity. That is if the man was at 
all sensitive or did not under- 
stand the major’s habits. The 
wonder was why the railroad com- 
pany kept him so long. The 
ouly reasonable solution was his 
capacity, his correctness and in- 
terest in the company's welfare. 
He succeeded in getting two of 
his nephews in the railroad’s em- 
ploy—George in the freight 
house, nnd Charlie tn the ticket 
office: both of them occupied 
these places for a long time. 
Asbury Warfield never took a 
vacation of over one day or so at 
a time, then he would go ona 
short hunt with Charley Draper, 
Alf. Brown or some other high 
toned hunter. Almost our first 
acquaintance with him was on 
his hunts with J. R. Bennett. 
The two would get ina buggy 
and go down on the Island, 
locate themselves ona pond and 
keep up a complete cannonade at 
the geese and ducks before they 
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would get within gun-shot. Of 
‘course they killed but few, they 
‘were more successful with pluvers 
‘which were abundant and tamer 
than anything else. They would 
kill some quails but that kind of 


game did not require muca hunt- 
ing in early days, all a hunter 
had to do was to go along the 
banks of the river in the autumn 
and as often as every quarter ofa 
mile acovey could be found. 
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A. O. AND CHAS. WARFIiELD. 


Recollections of Prominent Men of 
Bloomington, Concluded. 


BY. J.P. WALTON, 
No. 108 

After Asbury Warfield got older he 
pave up the hunting -and devoted his 
attention more closely to the railroad 
company. On one occasion the ship- 
‘pers had a rest for -ix oreight weeks, 
it came about inthis way. Asbury in 
going his rounds to look after the 
shipping clerk or something managed 
to run his-foot down into a hole that 
had been allowed to come in the floor 
and broke his lee. This accident com- 
peed him to rest for a while, but he 
survived it and soon got out again. 
While laid up with the broken limb he 
boarded with Auntie Olds, at whose 
house he had lived for many years, 
where he received the bestof attention. 
On one occasion it was necessary to 
call in outside help to set up with him 
at night: a gentleman of our acquaint- 
ance responded to a call and got along 
so nicely that Asbury said he took 
better care of him than any woman 
ever did. This of course was true, as 
Asbury was not a married man. 

Asbury had a small cirele of inti- 
mate friends, but these he enjoyed 
greatly. He did not care to have 


more. During the later years of 


Charles Draper's residence in Musca. 
tine, Asbury could be found there 
every Sunday. Hesometimes attended 
the Episcopal church although not 
very regularly. [think he paid rent 
fora pew. Many of his chums are 
dead, for instance, Dr. George Reeder, 
H.W. Moore and Charles Draper, and 
others. There is one, however, W. 
R. Stone, who is not. Some five or 
six years ago while Mr. Stone was 
visiting here he met Warfield at the 
hotel. and seeing that he he was not 
recognized he accosted Warfield as a 
book agent offering to sell him a book 
and insisted on taking his name, the 
book would be issued very soon. 
Wartield as usual blessed the book 
agent emphatically. diclined to pur- 
chase, but Stone became more per- 
sistent in wanting his name for the 
book, after Wartield’s introductory 
declination. Warfield asked who was 
the auther of the d—d book, when 
Stone replied without a smilethat it 


was W. R. Stone. of Duluth. War- 
field looked at the agent and recog- 


nizd him as his old chum W.R. Stone. 
We presume the book agent set them 
up. It was no uncommon thing to 
hear of some vame of a similarnature 
being played on Warfield, but with all 
his peenliarities he was a kind hearted 
man. Hie was a fussy old fellow: on 
one oceasion Dr. Reeder gave a party 
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while Warfield was boarding with 
Auntie Olds, Reeder’s mother-in-law. 
Warfield of course was invited: he got 
his toilet made in good order and 
just as he was coming down stairs it 
occurred to him that he had forgotten 
his perfumery, so he went back and 
pulled out his dresser drawer, got the 
bottle and put some on his hand and 
handkerchief, and after putting some 
on his face he concluded to smell it 
and much to his disgust he found it to 
be sweet oil. 

Warfield was astickler onhonor, and 
followed the southern rule of not al- 
lowing any one to call him a liar 
without resenting it. On one occasion 
one of our shoe houses in the city had 
some misunderstanding about freight 
rates and one of the partners went 
down to get the difficulty adjusted: he 
being a New England man was not 
familiar with the southern rule and be- 
ing a little excited he told Warfield he 
lied. Warfield at once knocked him 
down. The shoe dealer gathered him- 
self up and returned to the store. The 
other partner asked him if he had ad- 
justed the matter. His reply was he 
thought he had, for he told Warfield 
that he lied and had got knocked 
down for doing it. 

In anearly time the railroad com- 
pany furnished an old-fashioned sheet 
iron safe to keep their money in. One 
night some one broke in and robbed 
the safe of some $400 or $500, War- 
field expected to pay for it and he sent 
a friend of some influence with Mr. 
Kimball the superintendent, to inquire 
about it. Kimball informed the friend 
that as Warfield had been such a 
good, trusty man they would not both- 
er him about it. 

On page 296 of the Biographical 
Album is a portrait of Major A. O. 
Wartield; it is very fine, but there is 
only one fault with the picture—that is 
he has no cigar in his mouth. War- 
field could at all times of the day be 


found with a stump of a cigar in his 
mouth, it was never lighted, hence one 
would last him a longtime but it was 
his habit to have it there, so much so 
that it was noticed by every one ac- 
quainted with him. and it became part 
of the man. 

After Auntie Olds stopped taking 
boarders Warfield went to the Com- 
mercial Hotel to board: he always 
stood in with the steward, and any 
particular dish he wanted he would 
generally provide the material and 
they would cook it for him. He would 
buy fruit for his own special eating at 
meal times, he would have a table by 
himself and boarders eating at other 
tables would wonder how he managed 
it. 

When the Warfields came to Bloom- 
ingtonthey broughtseveral colored men 
here—old Ben. Matthews, his brother 
and other relatives. While the War- 
fields came by boat Ben and his broth- 
er Ed came by land and drove their 
teams. After Ben. became so old as 
not to be able to support himself, the 
Warfields helped him in his emergen- 
cies. Major Asbury Warfield died 
October 17, 1894, at the age of 83 years. 

Major Asbury O. Warfield had an 
older brother here, | think about the 
time or perhaps before he came. by 
the name of Charles Alexander War- 
field. He was a largeland operator. 
He purchased many fine tracts of land 
near the town. IfI recollect aright he 
was the agent for a Baitimore Land 
company, and I presume made many 
purchases for them. He purchasep 
what was the Chester Weed farm that 
went into J. B. Hunt’shands and was 
afterwards purchased and converted 
into the southeast part of Park Place. 
Chas. A. Warfield built the old frame 
house with a huge chimney in 1839 and 
moved his family there and lived there 
three or four years. In the year 1840 
he had a large herd of cows, he having 
brought here the first Durhain bull [ 
ever saw. It was quite large and 
weighed 1600 or 1800. I don't know 
why Chas. A. Wartieldmoved away: he 
was quite a prominent man inour early 
city affairs. A portion of the city 
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plat laid off on his claimed lands is 
known as Wartield’'s division. The 
claim titles were all right and respected 
by every one but the United States 
government of whom the land had to 
be bought to make a perfect title. 
When the land came into market in 
November, 1838, the diiferent claim- 
ants held a meeting and selected a 
number of persons to go and enter the 
lands. Chas. A. Wartield was selected 
to enter what was known as the upper 
town and to deed to the town the 
streets and alleys, and to the individ- 
ual lot owners their lots, they paying 
all expenses and allowing him twenty- 
five cents on each lot for his trouble. 
He gave security of $6,000 for the 
faithful performance of the agreement 
which he did satisfactorily. 


When the town wanted a ferry an 


application was made to the legisla- 
ture while in session in the winter of 
1837-8 at Burlington and a charter was 
granted to Chas. A. Warfield and Jos. 
Williams. When the Bloomington 
and Cedar river canal was incorpor- 
ated Chas. A. Warfield was one of the 
commissioners appointed to receive 
subscription of stock. 

Chas. A. Warfield left at so early a 
date. not later than 1844 or °45, that 
but few persons now living here recol- 
lect him. I am satisfied from what I 
have known of him that he was one of 
the prominent men of our town. When 
last heard of he was in Texas. I think 
in the cattle ranching business. Not 
to exceed five or six vears ago I talked 
with Asbury O. Warfield, who was 
my authority about his brother oe 
A. Warfield. 
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SWINE BREEDING. 


PAPER READ AT THE MUSCATINE COUN 
TY FARMERS INSTITUTE WILTON, 
1A, MAPCH 4, 1899. BY J P. WAL- 
TON, OF MUSCATINE, IWWA. 


We think there is some mistake in 
alloting us such a subject as “Swine 
Breeding.” While we are the owner of 
several acres of farming lands and are 
interested in a limited way in cattle 
raising, we have given swine but little 
attention. In fact we might say none 
at all. 

When we were young, say a half cen- 
tury ago, we had considerable experi- 
ence in what we then called raising 
hogs Then the hog was a free com- 
moner. He run on the commons most 
of the time. Then the strife was not 
to keep him in the pen, but to keep 
him out of the cornfield. We then 
used common split rails to build our 
fences. We used the small ones at the 
bottom, taking great care to prevent 
“hog holes." 

Our fences were what were called 
“worm fences,” made of 10-foot rails 
and of course had a “fence corner” (so 
often talked about) every eight feet. 
These shady fence corners were the 


most desirable places the hog could 
find. 

On a hot day it would root a hole 
along the bottom rail and stretch our 
at full length and take his afternoon 
siesta. This afternoon bed was fresh- 
ly dug over every day, and should a 
“hog hole’’ develop under the bottom 
rail, which was quite frequent, when 
the hog got up from his snooze he al- 
most always found himself on the 
wrong side of the fence, of course mak- 
ing himself and the farmer much trou- 
ble. 

The hog had to be gotten out; that 
was the job for the boy, who would 
let down the bars and try mild and 
persuasive means to induce the hog to 
return to his former status of a hog 
on the common. 

There was an old story that ran about 
this way; ‘“‘An evil spirit entered into 
the hogs and they ran down a hill and 
were all drowned.” We used to think 
that the story was not correctly ren- 
dered. We did not think they were all 
drowned, for of all contrary things to 
drive a hog was the worst. We had 
a friend to call on if need be, in the 
person of a dog, who would usually 
werk the charm, frequently at the ex- 
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pense of a hog’s ear. Aiter the hog 
cr hogs were out we would have to go 
around and find and stop the “hog 
hole.” 

If the hog got a taste of the corn in 
the ficld he managed by some means to 
get in almost every day thereafter. 

Aiter the new corn got hard enough 
in the fall to feed, thé hogs intended 
for market were usually put in a pen 
and fed until near the holidays. If a 

farmer had but a few hogs they were 
killed and hauled to market. 

If the farmer or his neighbors had 
any considerable number, they were 
driven to market. Fifty years ago it 
was no uncommon thing to see a drove 
of one or two hundred head of fat hogs 
being driven to market. They could 
by hard driving make from five to 
eight milesa day. They were frequent- 

ly driven a distance of 30 or 40 miles, 
taking a week or more. 
F The farmer would load several wag- 
ons with corn, perhaps keeping one 
fer crippled hogs, and start. out on 
) the road, stopping to feed as often as 
he thought proper. When their des- 
tination was reached, they had no 
| corn; their wagons were usually filled 
With crippled hogs. 
Hogs in those days usually brought 
from $1.50 to $2.00 per hundred on 
foot. 

If the farmer was so located that his 
hogs could run in the timber or bot- 

,tom lands he was not usually annoyed 
so much in the summer or autumn. 

We had the advantage of the “Big 
Timber” on Museatine Island for our 
hog range. We would mark our hogs 
in the ears, and as soon as the river 
was down within its banks, we would 
turn our hogs down in the timber, and 
give them but little or no attention 
until taking-up time in the early win- 

‘ter. Of course the young hog was 
quite wild. We always kept two or 
three old sows, some of them may have 
been six or eight years old, as leaders. 
In the Big Timber they had a range of 
say one by three miles. Of course it 
was sometimes quite difficult to find 
them, «4.7 


When it came to taking-up time we 
would find their beds or where they 
were feeding and put corn there for 
them and frequently lay a train of 
shelled corn for them to follow to the 
feed. As soon as the old sows got a 
taste of the corn they would come up 
to the farm for more corn, bringing a 
lot of the others with them. If they 
did not bring as many as we thought 
they should we fed them and let themgo 
back to their beds for the night. The 
next day they would usually return’ 
with more young hogs. 

In the Big Timber there were a 
great many oak and hickory trees. The 
hogs would usually get fat on the 
acorns and nuts. 

We raised a large, coarse hog in ap- 
pearance, not unlike the Chester White 
but slow to mature. We never con- 
sidered them fit for market until 
eighteen months or two years old. 

In the year 1846 we had a hog dis- 

ease, called the cholera. I recollect 
getting over 100 good-sized hogs up out 
of the timber. During the winter we 
lost over seventy, having but thirty to 
start with in the spring. 
‘ There were but few persons in our 
neishborhocd that were cranky 
enough to advocate keeping up the 
hegs the year round. We were not 
among that number. When the vote 
for restraining hogs and sheep was 
taken we voted against it and when it 
carried we went out of the hog busi- 
ness. Don’t apprehend for a moment 
that the vote was the cause. It really 
had nothing to do with iv. 

Our last personal exper‘ence was in 
1851. We brought one of those coarse 
hogs up from our farm and enclosed it 
in a pen in the city, expecting to feed 
and fatten it on the slops from our 
kitchen. We kept it until killing time, 

gave it the slops and fed it four times 

as much corn as it was worth, and en- 
dured the flies and smells peculiar to 
a pig-pen and then sold the pig to S. O. 
Butler, and bought hams. Since then 
we have had no practical experience in 
“Swine Breeding.” 
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Fullerton, W H, 161, 165 John, A, “69, 238 

Fulliam, Dr G W, 183, 219, 276 Johnson, Dr D P, 147 
Funck, Henry, 5, 14, 24, 34, 235 Johnson, Tom, 220 
Gambling, 96 ~ Kane, JM, 71 
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Swine breeding, 359 
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